
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Devon Brown
465 8th Ave
Salt Lake City, UT 84103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Prof. ellen goodman
retired college professor
117 Warren Ave., Apt.1
117 Warren Ave., Apt.1
East Providence, RI 02914



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. joanne szamreta
37 Wilshire Park
Needham, MA 02492
 
781 444 5975



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Laurie Conroy
81 Albion Rd
81 Albion Road
Wellesley Hills, MA 02481



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Suzanne Kiss
1707 Cherry Hill Dr
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Diana I Rigg
11 Applewood Ln
Camden, ME 04843



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard DeFazio
639 Brown Ave
Erie, PA 16502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Doreen Tignanelli
29 Colburn Dr
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. pat wilkins
437 Blossom St
Fitchburg, MA 01420



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Hunter
96 W 19th St
Huntingtn Sta, NY 11746



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Charlotte Mullen
50 Arlyn Dr
Howell, NJ 07731



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Amy Wiesner
1544 Bedford St Apt 12
Stamford, CT 06905



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jude Ayer
2 Estabrook Rd
Worcester, MA 01606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Miller
706 Torrey Ln Apt C
Boalsburg, PA 16827



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Bell
23035 Forest Way
23035 Forest Way
California, MD 20619



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steve Mattan
1475 Mount Holly Rd
B5 CVV
Beverly, NJ 08010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Goldberg
10 Compass Ave
West Milford, NJ 07480



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Thompson Parker
3 Erin Dr
3 Erin Drive
Bow, NH 03304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Michele Meli
2038 W 10th St
Brooklyn, NY 11223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Leigh Walker
1067 Reeder Circle
Atlanta, GA 30306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gary Pelkey
5025 Kasson Rd
Syracuse, NY 13215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Thea DuBow
260 Garth Road
Scarsdale, NY 10583



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kathleen Morris
181 E Beechwold Blvd
Columbus, OH 43214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. diane arrieta
367 Beacon St
Jupiter, FL 33469



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rachel Imholte
5825 Park Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55417



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. RICK SLOAN
270 D LYNN COVE
HENDERSON, TN 38340



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. diane arrieta
367 Beacon St
Jupiter, FL 33469



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Wayne Person
537 Norwood Road
Mount Laurel, NJ 08054



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. kimberly clemens
439 S Wyomissing Ave
Reading, PA 19607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kerri Kowing
2650 New Town Drive #306
Sun Prairie, WI 53590
 
3475635857



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joanne Bunch
4039 Medlin Ave
Wake Forest, NC 27587



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nancy Fifer
16077 Willow Creek Rd
Lewes, DE 19958



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chris Drumright
1434 E. Main St.  #26
N/A
Murfreesboro, TN 37130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Belinda Berkemeijer
139 Arcadia Rd
139 Arcadia Road
Hedgesville, WV 25427



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. shaun Walker
2155 N Grace Blvd Unit 118
Chandler, AZ 85225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Erin Jones
1034 Whittier Rd
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Missy Kendrick
4590 7th Ave SW
Naples, FL 34119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Leland  Brun
316 Cheese Factory rd
Honeoye Falls, NY 14472



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Terri Natale
4 Meadow Dr
West Warwick, RI 02893



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Hatfield
4030 S State Ave
Indianapolis, IN 46227



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carolyn Ferrell
2715 Provincetown Ct
Ann Arbor, MI 48103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Graham Moyse
PO Box 4203
East Hampton, NY 11937



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Christian Comstock
1300 Severn Rd
Henrico, VA 23229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ralph Campbell
6501 Gambel Quail Rd NE
Rio Rancho, NM 87144



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Higgins
PO Box 15242
Santa Fe, NM 87502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tim Barrington
1517 Fiesta Ln
San Jose, CA 95126



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. lynn jorgensen
1349 Dutchtown Rd
Endicott, NY 13760



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elaine Sloan
10 Mitchell Pl
NYC, NY 10017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Pruitte
20 Ridgecrest Drive
Greenville, SC 29609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steven Steele
7451 Dallas Ct N
Osseo, MN 55311



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nelly Benko-Hakim
5620 Woodlawn Pl
New Orleans, LA 70124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Margo Stipe
3839 E Lupine Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85028



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Helen Woerner
26992 S Lewelling Rd
Lyndon, KS 66451



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. max calvillo
1193 Stagecoach Rd
25415 hampton place
Frazier Park, CA 93225
 
6612452606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Casey
2213 Canary Ct
Baltimore, MD 21231



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gail Laurson
5901 W Lehigh Ave Unit 13
5901 W Lehigh Av #13 80235
Denver, CO 80235



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Mitchell
123 Sherman Ave
Lexington, KY 40502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carol Thompson
2874 Amy Drive
South Park, PA 15129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Aleks Webster
4149 E Campo Bello Dr
Phoenix, AZ 85032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jessica Bader
121 E 31st St
Apartment 7B
New York, NY 10016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark Rynearson
5259 Whiskey Hill Rd
Wolcott, NY 14590



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
B. Greene
125 Duncan Ave.
Jersey City, NJ 1001RC



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nanette Oggiono
3 Sadler Rd
Upton, MA 01568



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lorenz steininger
Waldstr.
Hohenwart, ot 86558



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Melany Telleen
418 5th St
Wilmette, IL 60091



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anne Curran
7254 Cloister Dr
Sarasota, FL 34231
 
941-266-2470



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Thomas Rippolon
438 peekskill hollow rd
putnam valley, NY 10579



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
suzanne besaw
56 minuteman drive
Milford, CT 06460



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Beth Drewelow
520 Grand Blvd
Evansdale, IA 50707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steve Bloom
92 Saint Nicholas Ave Apt 4E
New York, NY 10026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Deborah Kanzler
170 Route 9a
Ossining, NY 10562



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Applegate
401 18th St
Greeley, CO 80631



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathleen Clark
2707 E Kilgore St
Orlando, FL 32803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tia Simon
85 Barstow Road
Gorham, ME 04038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rachel Meltzer
400 Central Park West, 12K
400 Central Park West, 12K
New York, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Snell
309 Shady Ln
Downers Grove, IL 60515



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peggy S. Collins
21310 Lathrup St.
Southfield, MI 4i8075



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nancy Crider
PO Box 16
Woodbury, CT 06798



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Riddle
3s114 Timber Dr
Warrenville, IL 60555



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Bosch
w4
new york, NY 10012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Thomas Bejgrowicz
10 N Plum St
Lancaster, PA 17602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lawrence Lintner
23348 PAINTER AVENUE
PORT CHARLOTTE, FL 33954



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Geoff Giovan
PO Box 462
Charlestown, RI 02813



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. claude bovi
1132 212th Ave
New Richmond, WI 54017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rachel Palmer
PO Box 164
Winnebago, NE 68071
 
6054153390



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Larry Lambeth
2635 W. Alta
Springfield, MO 65810



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Dr. Bonnie J. Smith
1922 Mud Pike
Christiansburg, VA 24073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Mary Workman
1615 Moreno Ter
Deltona, FL 32725



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Glenn Koehrsen
15144 S Graves Rd
Mulino, OR 97042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Dolan
PO Box 653
87827, NM 87827



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. royale schulze
1301 w mohawk dr
tucson, AZ 85705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cindy Bartlett
11968 Loch Lomond Rd
Middletown, CA 95461



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Larry Mayfield
444 1/2 Mcpeak St
444 1/2 MCPEAK
Ukiah, CA 95482



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Regina Ribaudo
8 Federal Rd
Monroe Township, NJ 08831



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandy Sobanski
311 E 25th St
311 E. E 25th St, 2G
New York, NY 10010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
craig mankowski
639 balmoral circle
naperville, IL 60540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zandra Talbert
1304 Arboretum Drive
Chapel Hill, NC 27517



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Good
2211 Cabin Hill Rd
Nashville, TN 37214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Monika Huber
Springergasse 6/13
Vienna, ot A-1020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Krishna Dangol
253/44, Rani Devi Marg, Lazimpat
Kathmandu, ot 44600



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Andrea Gibson
77 Norwood Ter
Holyoke, MA 01040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dianna Alourdas
915 E. Lake Dr
Marietta, GA 30062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Diana Anderson
1489 Oak Hill Rd
Roseburg, OR 97471



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandra Stock
8149 E. 4th Pl
Tucson, AZ 85710



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jane Schnee
1022 Foster Rd. - Apt. A
Sebastian, FL 32958, FL 32958



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martha Agan
ocean ave
04107, ME 04107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
JEROME JUNKER
3090 Treetop
Edgewood, KY 41017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ric Evans
54 Stoney Creek Dr
Clifton Park, NY 12065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joie Budington
PO Box 175
South Wales, NY 14139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Uma Veloo
350 Ward Ave,Suite 106,Box no 21
Honolulu, HI 96814



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Grit Buergow
Choriner 8
Berlin, ot 10119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marta Diaz
14621 Winterfield Dr
Centreville, VA 20120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Damon Copeland
327 Avenue A
Melbourne Beach, FL 32951



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Raquel Buxton
4800 Lamonte
Houston, TX 77092



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. marilyn evenson
16016 29th Avenue Ct E
Tacoma, WA 98445



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Camelia Mitu
Bucharest
Bucharest, ot 60123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. erin znidar
7154 erie dr.
mentor, OH 44060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathy Fullerton
8408 Charles Valley Court
APT F
Towson, MD 21204



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Lee
3829 E. Poinsettia Dr.
Phoenix, AZ 85028



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ken Peterson
977 el camino real #101
burlingame, CA 94010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Antonia Vassila
47, Kedrinou street
Athens Greece, ot 11522



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Uma Veloo
350 Ward Ave,Suite 106,Box no 21
Honolulu, HI 96814



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Emily Smith
85 Elm St.
Worcester, MA 01609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carole Dallek
1151 Brighton 15th St., 4K
Brooklyn, NY 11235



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Scherbak
565 Urbana Rd Apt 9
Venice, FL 34293



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Harold Arns
22723 Tawney Ct
Box Elder, SD 57719



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dianna Alourdas
915 E. Lake Dr
Marietta, GA 30062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ellen Rink
40 Las Trampas Rd.
Llano, NM 87543



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandy Wraight
9 Redwood ln
Ithaca, NY 14850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lynn Van Gilder
2205 Philadelphia Rd
2205 Philadelphia Road
Edgewood, MD 21040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eva Schonveld
8, Marlborough Street
Edinburgh, ot EH15 2BG



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah Parker
30 Millard Terrace
Ewing, NJ 08638



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gabriel Axel
1
Givataim, ot 1



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Malcolm Perry
5269 Byers Road
Johns Creek, GA 30005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eric Banford
E Miller Rd
Ithaca, NY 14850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
George  Latta, M.D., MBA
3802 South Kent Street
Visalia , CA 93277



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lorraine Lowry
8-201 The West Mall
Toronto, ON M9C 1C4



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kenneth Nash
51048 Maria st.
New Baltimore, MS 48047



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah McNaull
2521 West Danby Road
West Danby, NY 14883



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Uma Veloo
350 Ward Ave,Suite 106,Box no 21
Honolulu, HI 96814



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sil Reynolds
88 Cherry Hill Road
Accord, NY 12404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karin Krugel
20 E Highland Ave
Atlantic Highlands, NJ 07716



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jane Lewis
400 N Dodge St
Galena, IL 61036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Blaze Bhence
4190 Elizabeth Court
Cypress, CA 90630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leslie Patrick
2460 Pleasant Grove Road
Mifflinburg, PA 17844



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
taras hrabowsky
1002 flushing ave
brooklyn, NY 11206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph Paraszewski
1490 Park Ave
Eugene, OR 97404
 
9179290032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Luc Hurt
5, rue de la Sûre
Echternach, ot 06484



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Holly Kukkonen
1607 Burns Ave.
Iowa City, IA 52240



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lorraine Lowry
8-201 The West Mall
Toronto, ON M9C 1C4



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Carley
2737 Thirty Sideroad,
R.R.#1
Campbellville, ON L0P 1B0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jack Stratton
1507 Fairmont St.
Greensboro, NC 27403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Kane
3 Fairview Ave
White Plains, NY 10603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark J. Fiore
1259 14th Ave Apt D
San Francisco, CA 94122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Carney
1124 W. Gramercy Place
San Antonio, TX 78201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heather Clifford
33 Ashdene avenue
Wakefield, ot Wf41lx



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. gary rejsek
446 Rothbury Dr
Bolingbrook, IL 60440



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Naomi Smith
2121 Intracoastal Dr
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. heidi uppgaard
5509 38th Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55417



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. tyler harrington
275 Ore Bed Rd
Schuyler Fls, NY 12985



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Yolanda Coulaz
515 Secatogue Ave.
Farmingdale, NY 11735



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kimberly Shaub
566 Cleardale Avenue
Ewing, NJ 08618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jane Simpson
7605 Wildwood Ct. #B-G
Lorton, VA 22079



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert owens
1338 Corner Oaks Dr
Brandon, FL 33510



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephan Laurent-Faesi
3965 Carrollton Ave
Indianapolis, IN 46205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Diane McJunkin
965 Tam-O-Shanter Way
Monroe, OH 45050



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pat Halter
1531 Aspen Drive
St. Peter, MN 56082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Christiane Pistor
520 E 72nd St
New York, NY 10021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wendy Zuilkowski
238 Cimarron Rd
Middletown, CT 06457



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas  Winkel
Dalgasgade 23A 1TH
Aalborg, ot 9000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Bader
1402 Lorain Ave
Bethlehem, PA 18018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Sam Mead
708 Medina Dr
Columbia, MO 65202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Corinne Italiano
145 Oceanview Rd
East Rockaway, NY 11518



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sharon Garlena
5238 Earles Court
Frederick, MD 21703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristen Lowry
8-201 The West Mall
Sacramento, CA 90211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mike Shepley
1317 Alder Pl
Davis, CA 95822



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Phillip Mitchell
10749 N. Ave. Vallejo
Oro Valley, AZ 85737



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
elise caplan
29 hummingbird hill
St Petersburg, NH 03753



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristen Lowry
8-201 The West Mall
Sacramento, CA 90211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Del Rey
22 lee dr
SA, FL 32080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gavin Bornholtz
9090 Creekwood Lake Trl
Grand Blanc, MI 48439



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tom Jenkins
14380 Salt Creek Rd
Dallas, OR 97338



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
r sharp
368 S Mccaslin Blvd
Louisville, CO 80302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura ONeal
28 N Hills Dr
Greenbrier, AR 72058



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Doris LeVasseur
122 Hemlock Rd.
Langdon, NH 03602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
anushk j
217 white dr
tallahassee, FL 32304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Delia Surprenant
26107 11th Pl S
Des Moines, WA 98198



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
CRICKET BLANTON
1408 Windward Drive
Melbourne, FL 32935



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Niels Henrik Hooge
Tyrolsgade 5, 4. th.
Copenhagen, ot 2300 S



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrew Lear
31 Barnard Ave.
Watertown, NY 10024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
michele null
64 sierra drive
pittsburgh, PA 15239



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maria Rickert Hong
Street
Westport, CT 06880



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Max Tran
College Teacher
415 Ocean Pkwy Apt 1B
Brooklyn, NY 11218



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. sanja val
soko
zagreb, NY 10090



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ray Olah
6104 Rickerhill Ln.
Austin , TX 78739



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Spagnolo
26 Edna Drive
Syosset, NY 11791



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa MacMillan
201 N Lakeshore Dr
Minneola, FL 34715



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Raymond Nuesch
2000 16th St NW
Washington, DC 20009
 
202-487-7782



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Alexandros Hatzis
Haldias 42-44, Kalamaria
Thessaloniki, MN 55133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Evie M.
E. 66th St.
New York, NY 10065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Fred Drake
12035 Insha Ct.
Reston, VA 20191



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Miss Cori Bishop
PO Box 1154
Brigantine, NJ 08203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jacqueline Valle
3078 Vince Rd
Nicholasville, KY 40356



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Romejko
305 Inlet St
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32169



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Lucas Klein
9 Rock Hill St
Hong Kong, ot 00000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Raymond Nuesch
2000 16th St NW
Washington, DC 20009
 
202-487-7782



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. tina trice
PO Box 980274
Richmond, VA 23298



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Romejko
305 Inlet St
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32169



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Lucas Klein
9 Rock Hill St
Hong Kong, ot 00000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Hedda Haning
1031 Forest Road
Charleston, WV 25314



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Brewer
1001 Colonial Dr  Apt B3
Marietta, OH 45750



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mia Moss
300 North Ridge Ln
Temple, GA 30179



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Matthew S. Fox
61 spring street
tarrytown, NY 10591



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Chappell
81 Clove Valley Road
High Falls, NY 12440



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joel Podgorski
3873 15th Street
Boulder, CO 80304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheila Morgan
7 NW 28th Street
Ocala, FL 34470



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bo Baggs
3565 Lake Arthur Drive
Port Arthur, TX 77642



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anita Faulkner
1615 Concord Dr
Carrollton, TX 75007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Eric Voorhies
6212 Olohena Rd
Kapaa, HI 96746



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Keith Teeter
604 Essex Place
Euless, TX 76039



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marianne Gurley
8501 San Marcos Dr
Knoxville, TN 37938



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alexandra Meyer
Exterstr. 61
Groebenzell, ot 82194



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Peter Gunther
2318 W Sunnyside Ave # 3
Chicago, IL 60625



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. mike kenton
64 Park Sq
asheville, NC 28801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John and Ileana Renfrew
234 Riverside Rd
Marquette, MI 49855



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Stamm
11885 Twin Creeks Drive
Fort Pierce, FL 34945



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Doug Westendorp
723 Washington St. NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Chris Lange
1740 S Ammons St Unit C
Lakewood, CO 80232



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Doreen Miller
253 Savin Hill Avenue
Dorchester, MA 02125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Vaughan Greene
217 Walton Rose Ln
Panama City Beach, FL 32413



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Brady
1238 Thomas Ave.
Saint Paul, MN 55104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Cavallo
1276 Providence Rd
Secane, PA 19018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
john Dodd
1511 route 22
brewster, NY 10509



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Timothy Lippert
316 Ashbrook Lane
Athens, GA 30605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Herbert Monroe
1088 Vista Bella
Lafayette, CA 94549



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dyan Gibson
6528 Balboa Circle
Ocean Springs, MS 39564



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tim Mattson
908 Park Ave
Hoboken, NJ 07030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. ilda johnston
7 Papineau St
Worcester, MA 01603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Dunlop
225 Tyler Bridge Rd
Hinesburg, VT 05461



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dave Fronske
923 N. San Francisco Stret
Flagtaff, AZ 86001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathryn Mardis
2929 Chicago Ave #1004
Minneapolis, MN 55407



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen Vannelli
4329 Covey Circle
Naples, FL 34109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nancy Chismar
6 York Dr  Apt 6A
Edison, NJ 08817



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynn Diakogiannakis
245 maryland street
westfield, nj, NJ 07090



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Williams
233 S. West End Ave
Lancaster, PA 17603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Anderson
655 Clearview Drive
Charleston, SC 29412



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I was pleased to learn that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking
proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. I
am told that the council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas
that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and
Sponge Ecosystems, and with the council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based
fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Terri Greene
9510 S Snow Rd
Bloomington, IN, IN 47403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Caroline  Sévilla
4 allée Marc chagall
Champs-sur-marne, ot 77420



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Walt Mickler
11528 Country Oaks Dr
Tampa, FL 33618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maria Papadopoulou
Kanigos
Athens, ot 10678



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jeremy Spencer
551 Arguello Boulevard
Pacifica, CA 94044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David Gow
44 Glendale Rd
Belmont, MA 02478



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Renee Galliher
881 E 150 N
Logan, UT 84321



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathleen Dunphy
1084 Yorktown Drive
Sunnyvale, CA 94087



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Peterson
25734 Avenue 18 1/2
Madera, CA 93638



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bobbie Flowers
418 W 17th St Apt 22A
New York, NY 10011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tanya Roland
2785 Devonshire Garden Ct.
Falls Church, VA 22042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Robinson
147 Jacquelyn Ct
Ridgecrest, CA 93555



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Daniel E. Chase
503 W High St
Portland, IN 47371



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bob Hamburg
532 Georgian Rd.
Glenside, PA 19038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
francis mastri
87 jones st
west haven, CT 06516



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. ilda johnston
7 Papineau St
Worcester, MA 01603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Wengert
536 Sandy Oaks Blvd
Ormond Beach, FL 32174



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sylvie carpentier
montmartre
paris, ot 75018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joel Piche
8180 South 35th Street
Franklin, WI 53132



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anthony  Buch
6221 35th Ave NE
Seattle,, WA 98115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gary Cronin
1991 Siringo road
Santa Fe, NM 87505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alice Rio Torto
Voluntários
Rio de Janeiro, ot 22270



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tracy Brophy
35779 Chapel Hill Ct
Round Hill, VA 20141



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kasey Kelly
3910 NW Columbia St
Vancouver, WA, WA 98660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructiive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documenmted to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Webb
455 peck ln
Cheshire, CT 06410



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeff Crane
318 Ne 51st
Miami, FL 33137



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chair Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16.
 
Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
I strongly urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations
by establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections
in New England and around the USA and world, where scientists are discovering
extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. I request that
you pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Corey E. Olsen
W334S724 Cushing Park Rd.
CEO Pipe Organs/Golden Ponds Farm
Delafield, WI 53018
 
262-646-8647



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Fishgold
600 N 4th St Apt 565
Phoenix, AZ 85016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. susan Johnson
583 Prairie Rose Dr
Street 2
Perrysburg, OH 43551



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Tidd
24 Palmer Rd
East Greenbush, NY 12061



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rebecca Fessler
1617 Fountain View Dr Apt 54
Houston, TX 77057



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Johnny Rice
613 Allstar Ln
Hendersonville, NC 28739



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Russell Serrano
B Street
WRJ, VT 05001
 
845 691 6877



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Karen Raccio
6400 Ranchview Ln N
Maple Grove, MN 55311



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mollie Schierman
4146 Zenith Ave N
Minneapolis, MN 55422



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. kyle bracken
1633 S. Bundy dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bram Van Rompay
Ter Rivierenlaan 58
Antwerp, ot 2100



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Jan Modjeski
4315A Lotus Court
Murrells Inlet, SC 29576



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gay Ferguson
30 Francis St.
Boston, MA 02115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bjoern Mannsfeld
2044 g
Denver, CO 80205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
JOHN DEDDY
11676 SW 91 TERRACE
MIAMI, FL 33176



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Claude Robert
5275 Jacques-Cartier apt4
Saint-Hyacinthe, QC J2S 3Z4



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tim Auger
128 Lake Lucerne Cres SE
Calgary, AB T2J3J6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Gilbert
Priory Gove
Ditton
Aylesford, AK 88484



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jenn wood
1704 Oakview Rd
Decatur, GA 30030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
melanie haake
4551 strutfield lane #4433
alexandria, VA 22311



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Georgia Libbares
505 N Mcclurg Ct Unit 1403
Chicago, IL 60611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laraine Bowen
Scott Ave.
Oakville, ON L6L 2M2



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Constantine
500 Kennedy Creek Road
Dalton, PA 18414



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Moran
6109 N. Star Dr.
Panama City, FL 32404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
N Henning
PO Box
Sedona, AZ 86351



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carla Morris
11620 Piney Spring Lane
Potomac, MD 20854



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Howard Baer
Dep't of Physics and Astro., University of Oklahoma
University of Oklahoma
Norman, OK 73019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ronn Koester
5706 Bonsels Pkwy
Toledo, OH 43615



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Corals must be protected and the balance of nature preserved.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Barbara and Jim Dale
909 Vernon St
Decorah, IA 52101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Sullivan
11275 Manzanita Road
Lakeside, CA 92040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Elmore
265 Walter Drive
West Jefferson, NC 28694



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jason Jones
927 Chokecherry Ct
Winter Spgs, FL 32708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Harry Harrison
11 Craven Ln
White Plains, NY 10605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ellen O'Connor
3565 S Stafford St
Arlington, VA 22206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Stephanie Huntington
2280 Hudson St
2280 Hudson St
Denver, CO 80207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Antonello Imborgia
Via Rocco Jemma, 73
Palermo, ot 90127



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Barbara Buehl
9965 Windsor Ter
Eden Prairie, MN 55347



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
So Allen
19 Charles St.
Charlestown, MA 02129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mona Jordan
7810 Martin Ave
West Palm Beach, FL 33405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karyn Goff
18244 Middlebelt Rd
Livonia, MI 48152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Erika Mohos
40 Pheasant Hill Rd
Princeton, NJ 08540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Gilbert
Priory Gove
Ditton
Aylesford, AK 88484



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. patrice lamariana
80 5th Ave
New York, NY 10011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Pease
201 Circle W
Jupiter, FL 33458



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
We need to safeguard these ecological structures now by establishing a strong and
enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in New England and around
the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously
unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gary Tonkin
239 W Winona St
Duluth, MN 55803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathy Colton
4264 Cottage Grove Pky. SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephan Donovan
4851 North Bernard Street
Chicago, IL 60625



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn Denoncourt
309 Scenic Point Lane
Fleming Island, FL 32003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Michele Biggane
8332 Cannon Knoll Ct
West Chester, OH 45069



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Williard
596 Duke St
Northumberland, PA 17857



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dennis Dougherty
1000 Bayhills Dr
San Rafael, CA 94903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cindie Jobe
PO Box 115
Kalispell, MT 59903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anna Shenk
77  Walnut St
Somerville, MA, MA 02143



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Atwood
10641 S Hale Ave
Chicago, IL 60643



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Morrison
3505 Newland Road
Baltimore, MD 21218



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chantal Buslot
Meybroekstraat 46
Hasselt, ot 3510



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eloise Cranke
2222 E 41st St
Des Moines, IA 50317



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Judi Poulson
1881 Knollwood Dr
Fairmont, MN 56031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. robert nobrega
3601 N Military Trl
Boca Raton, FL 33431



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mike Dudley
240 Old Cain Road
Harrisburg, IL 62946



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julie Slater-Giglioli
7553 Norton Ave/Apt No 2
West Hollywood, CA 90046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. deke gliem
14286 141st Street
Dawson, IA 50066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roy DuVerger
214 Harbor Circle
Alligator Point, FL 32346



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marilyn Wilson
822 Grand
Alma, KS 66401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Deborah Macus
2104 Mclaren Dr
none
Roseville, CA 95661



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Martin Becker
834 Hyacinth Ct
Street 2
Marco Island, FL 34145



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth MacNeil
530 South Henderson Road #1
King of Prussia, PA 19406



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. suzie dahl
2526 51st St SW
Everett, WA 98203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. cindy moczarney
2314 N 76th Ct
Elmwood Park, IL 60707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. rebecca tippens
68 Van Nuys Rd
68 Van Nuys Rd
Colrain, MA 01340



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wayne Roethler
32838 Timberwood Drive
32838 timberwood drive
Leesburg, FL 34748



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patrick Randow
15
Burlington, NJ 08016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Pat Elliot
gainsborough St
Wymore, NE 68466



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kate Kenner
31 Woodman St
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
alison storer
bannerman road
nottingham, ot ng6 9hx



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Pratt
338 millaudon st
New orleans, LA 70118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gina Coker
6635 Oakland St.
Phila., PA 19149



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Albert Gamble
25 Sampan Avenue
Jamestown, RI 02835



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members,
 
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michele Shimizu
32 Grove Street
Boston, MA 02114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jo Stanley
4601 Rockfish Gap Tnpk
Charlottesville, VA 22903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mandy Tshibangu
47 Lakeside Ct.
Devon, PA 19333



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bryan Campbell
5150 Sheridan Avenue N
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55430



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jim Smith
7651 Morgan Rd 
Apt C - 2
Liverpool, NY 13090



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Mount
xxxx
jacksonville, FL 32246



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Evelyn Gomez
411 Denow Rd
Pennington, NJ 08534



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. eesha williams
111 Dutton Farm Rd
Dummerston, VT 05301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vivienne Sun
1515 Silver Lake Blvd
Los Angeles, CA N6A 3R2



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Audrey Van Deusen
34 Meadow Lark Dr
E Northport, NY 11731



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kate Kenner
31 Woodman St
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Brenda Taylor
12117 Emerald Oaks Dr
Austin, TX 78739



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Denis Hawkins
townholm crescent
london, ot w7 2ly



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
joanna tymbios
5th
Jhb, AR 2198



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrew Frey
85 N Holliston Ave #12
Pasadena, CA 91106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sam morrison
715 Shandelee Road
Livingston Manor, NY 12758



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Sarr Blumson
1210 Henry
Ann Arbor, MI 48104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. janna piper
po box 15072
n/a
portland, OR 97293



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sue Mcdonald
1200 Spring Meadow Ln
Lansdale, PA 19446



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
alunni ilaria
via s,quasimodo
perugia, ot 06073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kevin Stith
84 Mason Ave
Delaware, OH 43015



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelly King
306 S. Diamond St.
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James A. Tremblay
229 Melvin Ave S
Morrisville, PA 19067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sharon Ruiz
3425 Ellen Dr.
Indianapolis, IN 46224, IN 46224



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dorothy Dobbyn
28417 Cherokee Avenue
Millsboro, DE 19966



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
k skelly
113 14th st
hoboken, NJ 07030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Craddock
3092 E Long Circle S
Centennial, CO 80122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. bill holt
7407 Scenic Brook Dr.
Austin, TX 78736



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. michael riley
20 Canton Rd
Quincy, MA 02171



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelly King
306 S. Diamond St.
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Suzanne Watson
4523 Township Road 255
Killbuck, OH 44637



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Timothy Mullen
1271 Richland Avenue
Saint Charles, MN 55972



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Turner
45 Rocco Street, Apt. C6
Belleville, NJ 07109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Veronica Libman
1762 1st Ave
New York, NY 10128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sylvie Auger
2050, rue du Boise
Trois-Rivieres, QC G8Y 6S9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bob Douse
Hampstead Court
Hampstead Court
Kingsley, WA 60202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gail Leger
17 Cannongate Rd., #83
Tyngsboro, MA 01879



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leslie Larsen
945c Agua fria
Santa Fe , NM 87501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brigitte Hiller
Rua dos Cabecinhos 23
Pereira, ot 3140-308



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gaia Cole
20 Prospect ST
Quincy, MA 02170



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Timothy Larkin
1515 Sutter Street #210
San Francisco, CA 94109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Betty Lawrence
142 Hillside St
Asheville, NC 28801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Sparks
P.O. Box 675
Lillian, TX 76061



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
linda jones
33 rue des Colibris
St-Ferréol-les-Neiges, AA G0A 3R0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephen Reed
130 B St NE
Walford, IA 52351



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Alexis Grone
5141 E Elena Ave
Mesa, AZ 85206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Warner
1955 Tatum Lane
Lebanon, KY 40033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Scott Lysle
719 West 38th Street
Anniston, AL 36201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jan Gallagher
2301 W. 105th St
Leawood, KS 66209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bob High
7532 Knollwood Circle
Charlotte, NC 28213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Mullaly
17411 Waterloo
Chelsea, MI 48118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. LOIS HAMILTON
1021 ANTLER Dr.
SCHERTZ, TX 78154



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. felipe garcia
3573 Via Las Lupes
Oroville, CA 95965



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Laura Jones-Bedel
4734 E Mountain View Dr
San Diego, CA 92116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Manuel M. Ortega
EPS X-10430 P.O.Box 25650
Miami, FL 33102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bryn Hammarstrom, RN
R.D.2
Middlebury Center, PA 16935



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Grace Burson
20 Winter Street
Plymouth, NH 03264



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Ramos
999 Jason Way
Solvang, CA 93463



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michele Kowalski
7751 Narrow Lake Road
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mindi Douglas
430 North Central Avenue
1 E
Highwood, IL 60040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Denise Barger
31 Dakota Rd
31 Dakota St
Hammil Valley, CA 93514



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. LOIS HAMILTON
1021 ANTLER Dr.
SCHERTZ, TX 78154



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
scott williams
814 Wolf St
Syracuse, NY 13208



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Eric Tholl
3113 W Lawrence Ave Apt C-301
Chicago, IL 60625



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lucy Hazlegrove
429 Cassell Lane
Roanoke, VA 24014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Erickson
N9401 Tyvand Rd.
Blanchardvill, WI 53516



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Justin Bonsey
10698 Weatherhill Ct.
San Diego, CA 92131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Juliana Salvetti
Rua Bela Cintra 1490
Jardim Paulista
São Paulo, ot 01415001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Katie Hauschildt
1302 Columbine St. #306
Denver, CO 80206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pat Churchman
3619 Mallard Dr
Bridgewater, VA 22812



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Danielle Rogers
108A Old Pittsboro Rd
Carrboro, NC 27514



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Deltognoarmanasco
18132 E San Tan Blvd
Queen Creek, AZ 85142



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bruce Pearson
1025 S Graywell Dr
Bloomington, IN 47401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jim morman
26 pevetty dr
east haven, CT 06512



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dennis Schwarzauer
606 Mallison Place
Ridgeland, MS 39157



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Daniel Wilkinson
3122 Clark Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90808



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Sevald
7755 Noffke Dr.
Caledonia, MI 49316



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tom Valone
10233 Schuessler Rd
Saint Louis, MO 63128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frank Graves
2613 Natura Ave
Deerfield Beach, FL 33441



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tony Miragliotta
1140 Graham Rd
Venice, FL 34293



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. STACEY PRICE
10012 Cardinal St NW
Albuquerque, NM 87114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Therese Wilson
2066 Mecklenburg Road
Ithaca, NY 14850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julia Schebach
Am Durchstich 10
Kritzendorf, ot 3420



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Phil Lipari
28 N. Lincoln Ave.
Colonia, NJ 07067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tamara Larned
1808 Barbee Street
McLean, VA 22101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Margaret Raynor
11231 Simmerhorn Rd
11231 simmerhorn rd
Galt, CA 95632



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rosemarie Overstreet
North Delaware
Indianapolis, IN 46220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kristin Klass
PO Box 549
Bridgman, MI 49106
 
2694653890



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Mudrey
178 Highwood Drive
Franklin, MA 02038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Norine Duncan
208 Lowden St
Pawtucket, RI 02860



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bobbie Mayers
Canterbury Hill
San Antonio, TX 78201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dawn Spelke
2524 s Acoma
Denver, CO 80223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sheila fox
322 Deerfield Glen Dr
Saint Augustine, FL 32086



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Peter Nicholas
316 Haddonfield Dr
Syracuse, NY 13214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Bieber
5710 Center St.
Gladstone, OR 97027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. A Bonvouloir
POB 70185
Sunnyvale, CA 94086



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. alyson boyer
3116 Courtney Creek Blvd
Durham, NC 27713



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr Fred Griffin
PO Box 19204
Boulder, CO 80308



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. sharon gillespie
1103 Enfield Rd
Austin, TX 78703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Crouch
623 Taylors Gap Rd
Charlottesvle, VA 22903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marcy Graiser
2400 Cumberland Pkwy SE Unit 312
Atlanta, GA 30339



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jordan Fairhead
901 Sandpiper Court
Ottawa, ON K1E1Z6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Kleinhans
4345 Legacy Ct
Delray Beach, FL 33445



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Kleinhans
4345 Legacy Ct
Delray Beach, FL 33445



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolin Schellhorn
119 E. Montgomery Ave.
Ardmore, PA 19003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Scanlon
5011 Fm Rd
Manlius, NY 13104
 
3154167776



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs Deborah Rollings
14585 Wyandotte Dr
Colorado Springs, CO 80908



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diana Houtzager
Avenue saint Anne
Brussels, ot 1640



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Debra Temple
361 Hollister Ct
San Leandro, CA 94577



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda H
127 Lincoln Avenue
Ashland, OH 44805



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard & Eileen Heaning
12 Seneca Dr
Massapequa, NY 11758



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Raffaella Selvaggio
288 Alden Street
Walington, NJ 07057



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brian Pierce
3115 Brook Park Dr.
3115 Brook Park Dr.
Green Bay, WI 54311



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Bill Nave
9 Turkey Ln
Winthrop, ME 04364



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Teresa Beutel
234 S Grant Ave
Congers, NY 10920



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms (Family) Ruth Miller
126 Farmington Rd West
Accokeek, MD 20607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jay Rice
72 Holstrom Circle
Novato, CA 94947



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kim Block
1323 Summit Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Larry Shepler
6722 10th ave
Eau Claire, WI 54703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Zimmerman
940 12th Ave S
Clinton, IA 52732



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurie Storm
80 Howell St
upper
Buffalo, NY 14207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martha Patnode
2708 Dell St.
Orange, CA 92865



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynn Hocker
822 Plum Tree Ln
Sarasota, FL 34237



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Zdenek Kriz
44 Douglass St
Brooklyn, NY 11231



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Liane Gayler
10987 - 117 Street
Edmonton, AB T5H 3N7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bob Conrich
12600 NW 107th Ave
Medley, FL 33178



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. roger weingarten
184 Main St
Montpelier, VT 05602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
paatricia janssens
rue du grand serment 12
bruxelles, ot 1000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dan Delduco
409 White Horse Rd.
Cochranvile, PA 19330



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tsar Fedorsky
35 Leverett Street
Gloucester, MA 01930



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chuck Graver
32 Cotherstone Dr.
Southampton, NJ 08088



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Valerie Rutherford
664 Smith Ave
Sharon, PA 16146



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Charles Alexander
Box 4752
Lutherville, MD 21094



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Orndorff
2238 N W 12th St
Oklahoma City, OK 73107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tom Pyrek
221 22nd St. N
La Crosse, WI 54601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Amy Ryberg
30247 Overdale St
Farmington Hills, MI 48334



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
DOMINIQUE RENUCCI
rue pasteur
PARIS, ot 75019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leonardo De Bernardini
500 Molino Street
Los Angeles, CA 90068



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Allan Malkis
977 Goodrich Avenue #2
Saint Paul, MN 55105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Tilley
4511 Regent Street
Phiadelphia, PA 19143



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dawn Kosec
1895 Innwood Drive
Austintown, OH 44515



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Oliver Deex
182 Captain Rd.
Longmeadow, MA 01106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martha Krikava
9696 101st St N
Stillwater, MN 55082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Granias
111 Quien Sabe St.
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Elizabeth Smith
12404 e. 86th ter
Kansas city, MO 64138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. arlene dreste
2461 N Rosser Rd
Ajo, AZ 85321
 
5203877358



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary-Alice Bortz
63 E Summit St
Mohnton, PA 19540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Stacey Bradley
193 Beaver St
Hastings, PA 16646



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
renee barnett
6417 se 58th ave
portland, OR 97206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Jewell
14739 Porterfield Dr
Orange, VA 22960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
michael Landseadel
7522 topay lane
port richey, FL 34668



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Terry Dycus
1291 Holmgrove Dr.
San Marcos, CA 92078



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steve Overton
39 Huncote Road
Leicester,UK, ot LE19 3GP



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ed Glick
Village Dr
Edgewood, KY 32550



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Timothy Spurlin
327 N. Frederick St. Apt 202
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michaeline Hade
16231 Laurel Oak Drive
Crest Hill, IL 60403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Holly Gardner
4023 Highgrove Dr
Dallas, TX 75220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
marilyn vey
113 Pickerel Rd
Monroe, NY 10950



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jane mobeckwilson
1138 shryer ave w
roseville, MN 55113



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karin Lindberg
Seglaregatan 28
Göteborg , ot 41457



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shannon Savino
1220 Ottawa
Royal Oak, MI 48073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Catherine Kelly
10304 Kensington Parkway
Kensington, MD 20895



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Debbie Arcabascio
803 N Bermont St
Lafayette, CO 80026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Matthew Rubino
214 D. Clark Labs NC State Univ. Dept. of Biology
Raleigh, NC 27695



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Dane
301 E Cedar St
Ontario, CA 91761



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Kuestner
808 S 9th St
Laramie, WY 82070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Beth Goodhue
47 Huttleston Ave
Fairhaven, MA 02719



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lonnie Albrecht
895 Cr 481
Lake Panasoffkee, FL 33538



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. ELIZABETH LYNCH
7360 Fairview Ave
Downers Grove, IL 60516



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roger  Miller
585 25 1/2 Rd., #29
Grand Junction, CO 81505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sharon Sullivan
913 Friday Ave
129
south lake tahoe, CA 96150



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
kim fanelly
9928 blackbird hill ln
chaarlotte , NC 28227



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Crystal Rector
11001 N 7th St. #1187
Phoenix, AZ 85020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Edelstein
308 Heidinger Drive
Cary, NC 27511



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Allie Secor
1716 Markwell Rd
Hillsboro, KY 41049



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Soltis
8625 Montgomery Avenue
Wyndmoor, PA 19038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. eleanor butner
2522 Huntington Rd
Charlottesville, VA 22901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Nick Kiger
4528 Poinsetta Dr
Poinsetta Dr.
Fort Worth, TX 76114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leopold Kinast
Zinsenhof 1
Ruprechtshofen, ot 3244



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. eleanor butner
2522 Huntington Rd
Charlottesville, VA 22901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deane Plaister
30 W. Valerio #7
Santa Barbara CA, CA 93101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Crystal Rector
11001 N 7th St. #1187
Phoenix, AZ 85020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. rhonda lieb
245 Eldridge St
New York, NY 10002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anna Belle Illien
1250 Piedmont Ave NE
Atlanta, GA 30309



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Weil
79 Piedmont St.
Arlington, MA 02476



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Miranda Everett
2725 Irwin avenue
Lake Isabella, CA 93240



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Su J
3006 sherry drive
orlando, FL 32810



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Dodson
118 Coventry Ave
Albertson, NY 11507



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Willa Paton-Smith
1408 N. Morningside Dr.
Atlanta, GA 30306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Willa Paton-Smith
1408 N. Morningside Dr.
Atlanta, GA 30306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Hartman
3 Brookfield Way
Morristown, NJ 07960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lori Misura
701 Quinnipiac Avenue
New Haven, CT 06513



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kelley Hood
209 Morris St
Hendersonville, TN 37075



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jen Gitschier
7 Oak Dr
Plainville, MA 02762



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cyndi Hunt
960 Towhee Rd
Tallahassee, FL 32305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wanda Stapleton
425 SW 51
Oklahoma City, OK, OK 73109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andreas Riris
1, Eleftheroupoleos street
Nicosia, ot 1076



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Candace Bassat
201 Neptune Ave.
Beachwood, NJ 08722



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Nemiroff
1 newfoundland
Newfoundland, NF A1M 2P5



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Victor Sytzko
0-47 27th Street
Fair Lawn, NJ, NJ 07410



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Victor Sytzko
0-47 27th Street
Fair Lawn, NJ, NJ 07410



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Dorothy Battle
6088 Brookline Court
Lisle, IL 60532



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jason Eckardt
627 Upper Cherrytown Rd
Kerhonkson, NY 12446



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
kyle gage
4965 hillcrest dr
cndga, NY 14424



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
BIANCA BENINCASA
8314 North Brook Lane
Keystone Avenue
Bethesda, MD 20814



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Barbara Erlichson
3 Pitcher Pt
Somerset, NJ 08873



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Erica Ausman
4560 Willowcrest Ave
North Hollywood, CA 91602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ron 6/22/2010 silver
1829 Sea Oats Drive
Atlanti cBeach, FL 32233
 
ga_3491758



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. michelle rosenblatt
109 W 26th St Apt 8B
New York, NY 10001
 
2126644140



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
R. Dilworth
3410 upper gold creek
Sandpoint Idaho, ID 83864



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joan Kolessar
361 Main Street
Slatington, PA 18080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. barbara jannicelli
115 Brockway Ln
Brooksville, FL 34601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pamela Pernot
30 South Franklin Street
Lambertville, NJ 08530



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ruby Wood
200 Florence Ave
Interlachen, FL 32148



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marti Cooksey
399 Hilltop Cir
Colorado Springs, CO 80905



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Mendel
489 Piedmont Rd
Columbus, OH 43214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
rhonda trelenberg
#25-53160 rg rd 212
ARDROSSAN, AB T8G 2E1



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
C Lambert
5900 Johnson Ave
Bethesda, MD 20817



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. margaret silver
1829 sea oats drive
atlantic beach, FL 32233



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lilli Ross
200 Douglas Ave Apt 2G
Apt 2G
Charlottesvle, VA 22902



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
K. Rafac
675 Ashford ct
Benicia, CA 94510



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Debora Christensen
191 W ADAMS ST
MANTENO, IL 60950



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Aldrich
134 Howie Ave
 
Warwick, RI 02888



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Toni Mabry
1351 E McIntosh Road
Griffin, GA 30223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wrenn Reed
100 Naples Rd.
Brookline , MA 02446



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mayumi Knox
1075 Old Mill Rd.
Pasadena, CA 91108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary McGeary
129 Baltic St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Eric Thompson
1179 Bend Rd
Mercer, PA 16137
 
7243422968



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tracy Drake
2452 North Janssen
Chicago, IL 60614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christopher Panayi
15 Chambers street
Carlton Hill
NY, NY 10101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Roberta Stolz
25 Red Fox Ln
Sedona, AZ 86351



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. JC Corcoran
165 Oakridge
Athens, GA 30601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patty Boyd
600 New Rd.
Wilmington, DE 19805



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. bill shorts
411 Franklin St
Waukegan, IL 60085



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
walter moore
120 warwick hills
williamsburg, VA 23188



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
giulia carducci
VIA VIRGINIA 10
ROMA, ot 00181



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark Lainer
6418 Quarter Horse Lane
Orlando, FL 32818



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Anthony Ricciardi
783 Harold Ave SE
Atlanta, GA 30316



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jane 4/15/2010 biggins
CA
PO Box 1387, CA 95482
 
ga_56668573



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Andrew Kurzweil
P.O. Box 290601
Brooklyn, NY 11229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alan Johnson
1561 Ahihi St
Honolulu, HI 96819



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tom Brown
40 Oak St
Keansburg, NJ 08701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Don Bergey
144 Green Valley Rd
Winston-Salem, NC 27106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Williamson
44 Hickory Way
Mount Arllington, NJ 07856



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dave Ogilvie
3435 Richland Dr. 14
SANTA BARBARA, CA 93105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lorraine lee
1 carmino road
Tijeras, NM 87059



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Randy Thomas
304 Dover Dr.
Richardson, TX 75080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Copley Smoak
3804 Cardinal Circlel
102 Winding Woods Trail
Bonita Springs, FL 34134



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. laura provo-Meinhart
3325A Alamance Church Rd
Julian, NC 27283



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
M. Langelan
7215 Chestnut St.
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shea Harvey
770 Lincoln Ave. #79
Napa, CA 94558



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tjalling HEYNING
547 Hanford Rd
East Meredith, NY 13757



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Debora Christensen
191 W ADAMS ST
MANTENO, IL 60950



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Johnson Adkins
7246 Brighton
Duluth, MN 55804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. arthur goldstein
7 Woodland Ave
Larchmont, NY 10538
 
914-833-1039



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Peter Hubbard
2242 Highway 107
Chuckey, TN 37641



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Julienne Cosgrave
5297 Booth RD.
Locke, NY 13092



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Donnelly
Tremont
Bosotn, MA 02111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Russell James
1845 Ramon Rd
Wilmington, NC 28405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. steve gross
Retired
10702 Louisa Drive
La Mesa, CA 91941
 
6197415961



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ray Perkins
3770 Hwy 127 N
Owenton, KY 40359



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
April Schoenmaker
238 hatteras ln
Simpsonville, SC 29680



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
Please designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of the defined canyons as
off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should include mid-water trawl gear,
which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
 
Please do safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens, as well as other ocean
ecosystems.
 
 Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judith (Larson) DiMario
POB 617
Fayston, VT, VT 05673



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Taffy Williams
191 Westchester Avenue
Tuckahoe, NY 10707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Melissa Barbella
15 Davenport Ave
New Rochelle, NY 10805



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
cindy page
432 140th st
sheburn, MN 56171



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ken Epstein
20538 brian crst
Bayside, NY 11360



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Franklin Gould
3 Terrace Dale Avenue
Towson, MD 21286



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Troll
33 Monroe Street
Onset, MA 02558



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adriano Janezic
Park po Javorniki 4
Postojna, ot 6230



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patrice Cole
4355 Barnard Road
Waterford, MI 48329



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Debbie Hatley
PO Box 86
Graham, NC 27253



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
giulia carducci
VIA VIRGINIA 10
ROMA, ot 00181



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. r Temple
738 Monroe Dr NE Apt 7
Atlanta, GA 30308



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sidney Braverman
358 Upper Grassy Hill Road
Woodbury, CT 06798



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Williamson
44 Hickory Way
Mount Arllington, NJ 07856



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
HARRIET GROSE
45 PICATINNY ROAD
WINDY HILL
MORRISTOWN, NJ 07960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marsha Weisfeld
862 Rivervale Rd.
Rivervale, NJ 07675



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. amanda myers
2983 Woodgrove Dr
Grove City, OH 43123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jared Brenner
30 E 9th St Apt 5N
New York, NY 10003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Williams
552 Evans Rd
552 Evans Rd.
Princeton, NC 27569



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Norman Dowling
709 Somerset Place
Blacksburg, VA 24060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Vogel
7751 Trent Dr
Tamarac, FL 33321



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wren Osborn
1151 Pine Dr
El Cajon, CA 92020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Tanoury
357 Rivard
Grosse Pointe City, MI 48230



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Marian Newman
4821 Montgomery Ln
Bethesda, MD 20814



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mimi Mead-Hagen
27 Armour Rd
Princeton, NJ 08540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gil Dilts
708 RT 537
Creanridge, NJ 08514



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bill Finch
4286 Ridgebend Dr
Round Rock, TX 78665



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Gillmer
Pza. Tingo Maria, P-10, 4ºB
Mostoles -, ot 28931



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. gabrielle Granofsky
27150 Soult Rd
Brooksville, FL 34602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Clivonne Corbett
944 Irongate Ln
Roseburg, OR 97470



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
e jiga
8396 morris
hilliard, OH 43026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ian Shelley
50 SW 97th Ave
Portland, OR 97225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr Stephen Spaulding
32 Fletcher Lane
Hollis, NH 03049



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
anne henry
1012 marlin lakes cir
sarasota, MO 34232



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Chris Nawrocki
113 Stults Rd
Belmont, MA 02478



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Pinezich
4617 Highland Drive
# 1
Longmont, CO 80503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Pedersen
1725 E Lewis Ln
Nampa, ID 83686



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Matt Woolery
8529 Villa La Jolla Dr Apt D
La Jolla, CA 92037



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. H Fox
3070 Palm St
San Diego, CA 92104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bill Ridgeway
842 N. Sumner Ave.
Scranton, PA 18504



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martin niemi
616 Alta Court
Douglas, AK 99824



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paula Casey Githens
12403 Lomica Drive
San Diego, CA 92128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aubrey Guilbault
5297 Fern Avenue
Grand Blanc, MI 48439



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Helen Woodall
99 The Grove
Bournemouth, ot BH9 2TZ



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Scott Hed
713 S Holt Avenue
Sioux Falls, SD 57103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ferdinand de Hen
ronsen heirweg
Oudenaarde, ot 9700



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Randall Schietzelt
4419 Walkup Rd
Crystal Lake, IL 60012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susanna Levin
1255 North Ave. #3I
New Rochelle, NY 10804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. carol jokerst
6900 N Vandiver Rd # 207
San Antonio, TX 78209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tanja Rieger
Il 41
Nms, ot 24536



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lucinda Boudreau
8210 SE Lynch Rd
Shelton, WA 98584



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Shiu Hung
874 Carnival Rd SE
Palm Bay, FL 32909



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Tolnick
8 Oxford Ct
Voorhees, NJ 08043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. richard robinson
28 Dover Pl
suite 125
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Veronika Mishanova
Optikov st. 50/2-99
Saint-Petersburg, WV 19737



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
chris ocean
wald
berlin, CO 80001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chuck Hamblen
3217 Corvette Pl
Jacksonville, FL 32216



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dana Pierson
4610 E. Chisum Trail
Street 2
Phoenix, AZ 85050



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Craig Coelho
50 Colony Rd
Riverside, RI 02915



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patti Adkins
2207 Creekridge
Carrollton , TX 75007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Katey Buster
PO Box 4646
Aspen, CO 81612



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elaine Ehrhardt
613 Chevy Chase Dr
Sarasota, FL 34243



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. logan welde
36
ardmore, PA 19003
 
917 466-9999



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.  AND PLEASE JUST DO IT
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Stella Koch
1056 Manning St
Great Falls, VA 22066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Denise Babico
39west45thstreet
Bayonne, NJ 07002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeannine Leffel
2230 Scenic Street
El Cerrito, CA 94530



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mesha Wright
4300 SHaron Road
Charlotte, NC 28211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurie Szpot
2219 Ivy Lane
Cedarburg, WI 53012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alan Bundy
1208 Brentwood Rd.
Cleve. Hts., OH 44121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kasia Szymczak-Stark
3413 Clarence Ave
Berwyn, IL 60402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. naomi ages
14 Gibson Ter
Bridgewater, NJ 08807



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alexandra Sipiora
40 E Chicago Ave 202
Chicago, IL 60611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
     I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
     Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and
each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
     I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
     We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their
importance to other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans.
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. B. O'Connor
PO Box 22262
Santa Fe, NM 87502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Christine Harshman
18367 Loyola St NE
Forest Lake, MN 55025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jules Beaudoin
12085 NW 110 Ave
Reddick, FL 32686



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. EDWIN QUIGLEY
110 Ricky Drive
Muscle Shoals, AL 35661



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter G
795 Connetquot Ave
Islip Terrace, NY 11752



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am glad to see that the Council is taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly
understood deep-sea coral ecosystems!
 
 I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of the
defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should include
mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation benefit while
allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There should be no
new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up these sensitive
areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of Amendment 16.
 
Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Merideth Taylor
19089 Pt. Lookout Rd.
Lexington Park, MD 20653



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Montgomery
124 Lindley Ln
Pottstown, PA 19465



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sally Morrow
107 Honeysuckle Dr
Hattiesburg, MS 39402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Leslie Faris
18210 Dayton Ave N
Shoreline, WA 98133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Katy Nielsen
1316 w 19th
Chicago, IL 60608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Karen Jackson
120 Hillview Ave
State College, PA 16801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. jeff jamieson
601 pine
Marquette, MI 49855



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charles Phillips
1109 Rear Main
Boonville, MO 65233



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adam Versenyi
205 Oleander Road
Carrboro, NC 27510



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kyle Jessiman
9301 Ryden Rd
Grand Portage, MN 55605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
McKenna Eckerline
1492 Hunter Dr
Wayzata, MN 55391



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Irwin Lentchner
11 3rd Ave
Monroe Township, NJ 08831



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.     Save the deep sea corals.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joyce Coohey
360 Hillcrest Rd.
Dubuque, IA 52002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Gordon
2549 Crescent Meadows Ct
Murfreesboro, TN 37128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. William Sharfman
50 Riverside Dr
New York, NY 10024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marge Hickman
10717 Wellington St
Fredericksburg, VA 22407



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alan McKnight
61 Grog Kill Rd.
Willow, NY 12495



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anna Connolly
51 Avondale Lawn
Blackrock
Dublin, CA n/a



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
robert piller
clifton rd
henlow, MO 11111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Briana Wagner
11901 Wight St Unit 406
Ocean City, MD 21842



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tara Lulla
15511 Conifer Bay Court
Houston, TX 77059



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bruce Schottel
603 Woodland Hills Rd
Troy, IL 62294



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janet Walls
1171 Chaparral Ct
Minden, NV 89423



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Grace Vosburg
6319 Morningside Dr
Richmond, VA 23226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. therese finazzo
4340 brockton ln n
3128 isabel dr
plymouth, MN 55446



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Emily Nelson
6650 Crestwell Lane
1948 6th ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46268



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Blaschette
Bertrange
Luxembourg, ot 8181



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John K Akin
827 Niewahner Dr.
Villa Hills, KY 41017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tatyana Eckstrand
295 Tunxis Ave
Bloomfield, CT 06002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Randolph Hogan
6 Sugar Hill Rd.
Falls Village, CT 06031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
pat mace
200 old graves mill road
lynchburg, VA 24502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Diane Sadowski
128 Lee Rd
Pittsburgh, PA 15237



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Calvin Rittenhouse
522 Braddock St
Mount Vernon, OH 43050



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tom Cordaro
1450 Green Trails Drive
Naperville, IL 60540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Keltha McAulay
538 Dona Ln
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. david holmes
305 Golf Rd
West Palm Beach, FL 33407



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
L Walters
628 Breeds Hill Rd
Virginia Beach, VA 23462



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Champney
725 Saint Johns Rd
725 St. Johns Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roberta Craig
9001 N Diffin rd
Florence, AZ 85132



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Tonkin
210 forestwood dr
durham, NC 27707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Commey
120 Schroeders Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11239



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Solomon
3050 Independence Ave
Bronx, NY 10463



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jacob Rodenburg
6
Inverlea Street
Peterborough, ON K9H 5P9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Arnie Lehmann
1620 Jamison Pl
Longmont, CO 80501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Arlene Wolf
1912 Joyce Ave
Evansville, IN 47714



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Petra Schilm
Sternentalstr. 8
Engelskirchen , ot 51766



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Hoke
PO Box 1222
Rosman, NC 28772



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Corine Gribble
2993 S Superior St
Milwaukee, WI 53207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurie Fuller
5900 N. Andrews Ave.
Suite 100
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
simone cividini
viale locatelli 93
dalmine, ot 24044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elmo Dunn
208 Harrogate Place
Longwood, FL 32779



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. marylou schmidt
1124 SW Medford Ave
Topeka, KS 66604



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brad Love
17524 Lighthouse Ln
Jonestown, TX 78645



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kevin Vaught
505 Oak Forest Cir
Antioch, TN 37013
 
615-399-2841



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Ahearn
872 massachusetts ave
Cambridge, MA 02139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jon Spitz
401 Steele Lane
Laytonville, CA 95454



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paola Forcellini
Via Crostolin 33
Agordo, ot 32021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
kurt emmanuele
171 baylor school road
chattanooga, TN 37405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Edward Bielaus
6912 Breezewood Ter
Rockville, MD 20852



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Dianne Wilson
893 Turner Road
Lynchburg, OH 45142



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ted Pasieniuk
11459 Reynolds Rd
Orrick, MO 64077



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lauren Ford
668 Westminster Ave
Venice, CA 90291



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Eddie Havoc
18 Ronan Rd.
Glen Cove, NY 11542



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lacey Kammerer
7554 N Trellis Cir
Fresno, CA 93720



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
john papandrea
110 west 90 street
new york, NY 10024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Kain
1601 Pa St NE Unit Y5
1601 Pennsylvania NE Y-5
Albuquerque, NM 87110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Candace Davis
1001 N Bridge St
Carbondale, IL 62901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Haley Larson
104 E Windsor
O'Neill, NE 68763



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
AURORA INSURRIAGA
9729 S  AVE  H
CHICAGO, IL 60617



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jonathan Hancock
1947 W Superior St
Chicago, IL 60622



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wendy Horne
PO Box 201
Carthage, NC 28327



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mitch Parkinen
623 Linden Ln
Martinez, CA 94553



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. anna steiner
7100 nw chapel woods lane
kansas city, MO 64152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David Roberts
1304 Whipple Ave Apt 208
Redwood City, CA 94062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brita Stenius-Aarniala
Norrsvängen 6 B 37
Helsinki,Finland, ot 00200



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen Phillips
401 3rd Ave
Two Harbors, MN 55616



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Matt Wright
7632 Anchor Drive
Goleta, CA 93117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. harold meyer jr
13  juniper meadow road
washington depot
washington depot, CT 06794



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pragati Harde
Pratapnagar
Nagpur, ot 440022



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Clancey
36 Summerfield Dr
36 Summerfield Dr.
Fishersville, VA 22939



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
lynn matarelli
1095 Harbor Retreat St
Southlake, TX 76092



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dennis Rogers
147 Williamsville Road
Hubbardston, MA 01452



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Larry Wineland
405 Van Scoyoc St.
P.O. Box 763
Avilla, IN 46710



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandra Huey
6603 Deatonhill Dr # B
Austin, TX 78745



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
esther vallado
Ezcurdia
gijon, ot 33202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Teresa Allen
6184
Deming, WA 98244



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. G. DeAnnuntis
5502 Houghton St
Philadelphia, PA 19128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jasmin Engel
Tulpenweg 6
Darmstadt, ot 64291



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michele Reynolds
24230 Beverly
Oak Park, MI 48237



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. colleen gray-mackey
16 Sandalwood Dr Apt 9
Newark, DE 19713



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tami Harvey
3096 Red Deer Trail
Lafayette, CO 80026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Albert
1235 Waller St Apt #10
San Francisco, CA 94117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Alexandrine Rose
21770 Woodland Rd
Houghton, MI 49931



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. matthew thode
36 Rodney St
Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Tristan Sophia
PO Box 736
Absarokee, MT 59001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joshua Lies
4 Auburn Ct Apt A
Alexandria, VA 22305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donald Stone
167 Patriot Circle
Mountain Top, PA 18707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Scott Kierzek
1250 belle village dr S
erie, PA 16509



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lea Morgan
135 Allengate Avenue
Jobs
Pittsfield, MA 01201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Natalie Boukzam
10532 el Paraiso place
Delray beach, FL 33446



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
michele hinerman
1433 s belcher rd
Enter your address line 2 here
Clearwater, FL 33764



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marian Hussenbux
30 Sherry Lane
Birkenhead, ot CH49 5LS



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Tuminello
67 E 4th Street
Brooklyn, NY, NY 11201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elissa Germaine
29 Guion Street
Pleasantville , NY 10570



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
huguette reynaerts
Rue Lieutenant Colas 46
Chairière, ot B5550



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Roam
460 Linden Lane  apt 204
Media, PA 19063



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Jerry Unruh
225 Earthsong Way
Manitou Springs, CO 80829



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sarah Hamilton
9087 Tioughanack Rd.
Canastota, NY 13032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rinda West
4313 N Bell Ave
Chicago, IL 60618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erich McNaughton
11611 se 34th ave
Milwaukie, OR 97222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barb Supanich
14330 58th Street N
Apt 6106
Clearwater, FL 33760



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. donna zsoldos
27 Lincoln Pl Apt C
27C Lincoln Place
N Brunswick, NJ 08902



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sarita Malik
61 Patrick Dr
Lagrangeville, NY 12540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eric Czerwony
234 Kenwick
Northfield, OH 44067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Connie Crusha
1077 Vista Madera Ln
El Cajon, CA 92019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
As a person of Christian faith I am deeply grieved about the losses of diversity that God's
has created on this planet, particularly the Coral Reefs, which are the seabed nurseries of
the ocean.  My daughter and I contributed our work to the public art and science exhibit at
the Smithsonian Natural History Museum in 2011 http://www.mnh.si.edu/exhibits/hreef/
where we learned about the plight of the corals.  Please do all you can to protect them.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kolya Braun-Greiner
7204 Trescott Ave
Takoma Park, MD 20912
 
301-920-0226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Peter Mathews
3530 Henry Hudson Pkwy Apt 9N
Bronx, NY 10463
 
718-549-0387



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Krawczyk
5400 East Avenue
Countryside, IL 60525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Molly Freed
1168 Meredith Ave.
San Jose, CA 95125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Julie Ozias
2097 Highfield
Wateford, MI 48329



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mke Monson
947 Elm St
El Cerrito , CA 94530



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mata Rubino
N. Hammonds Ferry Rd.
Linthicum Heights, MD 21090



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. donna zsoldos
27 Lincoln Pl Apt C
27C Lincoln Place
N Brunswick, NJ 08902



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. NANCY O
15 N Wynwyd Dr
Newark, DE 19711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elsie Herten
PO Box 155
Howes, SD 57748



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ray 10/20/2010 Bellamy
FL
509 Vinnedge Ride, FL 32303
 
ga_57266528



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. ann griffen
28 elizabeth street north
brampton, ON L5M 3Y9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Johren
3551 NE 169th St Apt 410
North Miami Beach, FL 33160



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Phelps
2529 Pallister
Highland, MI 48357



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kenneth and Penny Bruce
4203 NorthMorris Blvd
Shorewood, WI 53211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bruce Kiesel
159 Maple Ave
Southampton, PA 18966



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Louise Dahlgren
6201 Magda Dr
Maple Grove, MN 55369



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dennis Hinze
Erwin Lane
Doyle, CA 96109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vicki Picou
 
Vicki Picou
8236 Menlo Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70808



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. R. J. Williams
4000 N Hills Dr Apt 34
Hollywood, FL 33021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shannon Ball
1210 GEMINI ST
nanticoke, PA 18634



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lee Margulies
32 Glenridge ave
Stony Brook, NY 11790



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Christiane Riederer von Paar
1008 S Center St
Street 2
Ashland, VA 23005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Gregory Skutches
301 E Washington Ave
Bethlehem, PA 18018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Foley Jr
33 Water Street FL 2
33 Water Street FL 2
Attleboro, MA 02703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Crowden
114 Bob-O-Link Dr.
Berea, KY 40403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. donna zsoldos
27 Lincoln Pl Apt C
27C Lincoln Place
N Brunswick, NJ 08902



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Connie Lippert
216 Redbud St
Seneca, SC 29672



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
E. Duvert
106 Winchester Drive
Bergheim, TX 78004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Glen Venezio
176 Calle San Jorge Apt 2A
San Juan, PR 00911



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. christopher fairnington
151 bray
Fellows road
LONDON, AL NW3 3JT



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
JANELL SMITH
PO BOX 26
NEW DOUGLAS, IL 62074



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Neilia Amato
47 Dartmouth Street
Garden City, NY 11530



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Arnold Haber
22409 Horace Harding Expy
Oakland Gardens, NY 11364



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Dawn Sink
PO Box 304
Dorothy, NJ 08317



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leslie Bradford
2107 Briarcliff Drive
moore, OK 73170



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Farley
5620 Fossil Creek Pkwy
7102
Fort Collins, CO 80525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Caroline Kipling
44 Belmont Street
Abington, MA 02351



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Emma Spurgin Hussey
Fitzgerald Road
Burdett, NY 14818



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bernadette Methven
301 So 4th Ave.
Highland Park, NJ 08904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. ruth gruaert
84 bearnstow rd
Mount Vernon, ME 04352



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lou Garcia
1026 Seacliff Dr N # 255
Daphne, AL 36526



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nick Kass-Johnson
262 Pearl St. #2
Cambridge, NY 11231



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kevin Bickers
501 Nautical Blvd N
Atlantic Beach, FL 32233
 
904-249-7561



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
chris carbone
24 birchwood way
gibbsboro, NJ 08102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Ordway
40 Macintosh Lane
Old Orchard Beach, ME 04064



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Kirk Shellko
7358 N Damen Ave Unit 2N
7358 North Damen
Chicago, IL 60645



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lori Sherry
5811 Echoway St
San Antonio, TX 78247



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Manka
3115 SW Stephenson St
Portland, OR 97219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to
prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such protections
would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the
Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world.
 
Corals are an ancient life form that must be preserved.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marie Hammer
2124 NE 7th St
Gainesville, FL 32609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Victoria Hall
15226 26th ave sw
Burien, WA 98166



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Paula Kennon
1046 Timberbank Dr
Westerville, OH 43081



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
lisa graham
23560 oneida
oak park, MI 48237



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dave Thomas
Flat 2
24 Thetford Road
New Malden, ot KT3 5DT



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessica McDermott
5748 N Washtenaw Ave
Chicago, IL 60659



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Katrina Taylor
Brooklands Avenue
Bradford, ot BD13 3DB



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
chris nolan
6416 peninsula rd.
erie, MI 48133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John O'Connor
39 Holly Dr
Parlin, NJ 08859



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Silvia Martinotti
via stelle al merito 5
Casale Monf., ot 15033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Keith Thompson
284 Pelham Blvd
Saint Paul, MN 55104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Suzanne Covello
7124 Queen Street
Middleway, WV 25430



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah Weber
5652 W Giddings
Chicago, IL 60630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Fouse
258 Old Baltimore Rd
Winchester, VA 22603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jan Van Deventer
6137 cinnamon ct
Alexandria, VA 22901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Beldavs
4127 N Stowell Ave
Shorewood, WI 53211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Mulcare
1110 Benjamin St
Clarkston, WA 99403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
eric zabel
6285 Flat River Rd
Greene, RI 02827



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Mindy Bocko
1457 Ocean Blvd
Rye, NH 03870



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dave Thomas
Flat 2
24 Thetford Road
New Malden, ot KT3 5DT



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michele Villeneuve
2056 Sharron Road
Kingsport, TN 37660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Page
3817 Camelot St Apt B
Denton, TX 76209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
paul runion
170 kipling ave
ben lomond, CA 95005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Barbara Good
138 Springside Road
Asheville, NC 28803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Laird
17 Stuyvesant Oval
New York, NY 10009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mike Raymond
12145 Racine Rd
Warren, MI 48093



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Theresa Pedrotti
1896 Connally Dr
Atlanta, GA 30344



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph Wiesner
2005 N Commerce St
Milwaukee, WI 53212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Elizabeth Kern
7595 Midland Rd
Freeland, MI 48623



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Don Luce
3845 Harriet Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55409



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zach Kadar
43 Drexmore Rd
Rochester NY, NY 14610



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lee and Sue Scarborough
309 thompson trail
fort davis, TX 79734



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Reb Babcock
13975 Maxwell Vista Dr
Buena Vista, CO 81211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
doug lafollette
secretary of state
box 7848
madison, WI 53707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
melek korel
selin
istanbul, ot 99999



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Birgit Ditto
1711 Tom Buk Tu Lane
Columbus, GA 31904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Patricia Wynn
12602 SW 88 Street
Miami, FL 33186



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Loewenstein
1906 Lincoln St Apt C
Evanston, IL 60201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kevin Watkins
54 Bryan Drive
Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adam Higgins
198 Blake Road
Standish, ME 04084



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. sarah boucasneto
319 Winding Way
what street
Merion Sta, PA 19066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Bolea
32 tubbs spring dr
weston, CT 06883



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tim Haines
26 Common Road
Evesham, ot WR11 4PU



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cecilia Caiano Correia
1052 North Ave
ELIZABETH, NJ 07201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alan Arnold
1005 Pennsylvania St NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. michael eichenholtz
5129 tehama ave
richmond, california, CA 94804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Emily Frank
455 Fox St
Denver, CO 80204



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nichole Diamond
Hennion Dr
Parsippany, NJ 07054



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Pat Sharp
312 Marshall St
Grass Valley, CA 95945



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely, Mary Chatfield
 
Mary V Chatfield
115 North Jackson Street
San Angelo, TX 76901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. rebecca eller
2425 ne fremont st
portland, OR 97212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jean Lamberty
4728 Victor Street
Dallas, TX 75246



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James P Parzino
PO Box 2492
Surf City, NC 28445



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. E C
do not send mail
Bloomfield, NJ 07003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. amy gray-randle
2400 Spring Creek Dr
Austin, TX 78704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Annette Dubois
38 Bockes Rd
Hudson, NH 03051



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tracy McLarnon
177 Walnut Ave
Bogota, NJ 07603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Kennedy
1401 W County Road 840 S
Paoli, IN, IN 47454



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Nowlin
N. 49th Pl.
Scottsdale, AZ 85254



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sundae Morse
603 3rd st W
Northfield, MN 55057



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Warren Gresham
89 Overbrook Street
Waynesville, NC 28786



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lauren Tartaglia
1 Northside Piers
Brooklyn, NY 11249



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tracy McLarnon
177 Walnut Ave
Bogota, NJ 07603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sara Bible
3014 Brunswick Ave. S.
Saint Louis Park, MN 55416



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Sheffield Corey
PO Box 237
POB 237
Saunderstown, RI 02874



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Henrietta Gomez
507 marcia lane
rockville md, MD 20851



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melanie Proctor
13410 River Rd
Potomac, MD 20854



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Stephanie Molina
877 Taylor Ave Apt 6E
Bronx, NY 10473



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adrienne Saddler
422 West Rock Ave
New Haven, CT 06515



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David Koreman
P.O. Box 1330
Fairfield, IA, IA 52556



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adrienne Saddler
422 West Rock Ave
New Haven, CT 06515



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maryann Piccione
2202 Arcadia Rd
Holiday, FL 34690



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheila Chaffins
109 Seneca Drive
Burnet, TX 78611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Brand
455 Mamoth Oaks Dr
Charlotte, NC 28270



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kevin Sherry
1095 Moreno Drive
Ojai, CA 93023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elma Tassi
Koridalleos 7
Athens, ot 112 52



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Judi Bird
PO Box 285
Brookhaven, NY 11719



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Paugh
Greenwich Ln
Ocean View, DE 19970



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margaret Walker
201 Cathedral Manor
Bardstown, KY 40004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barrett Goldflies
4824 W Balmoral Ave
Chicago, IL 60630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elma Tassi
Koridalleos 7
Athens, ot 112 52



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Debra Hoffmaster
950 Michigan Ave
Adrian, MI 49221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Landers
PO Box 126
box 126
Oneida, IL 61467



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Victor Stockton
1149 Holliday Dr
Lake Orion, MI 48362



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amy Bogart
4225 Bromley Place
Colorado Springs, LA 80906



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carlin Buchanan
14055 183rd Ave. SE
Renton, WA 98059



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. EILEEN FONFERKO
3345 Alfred Rd
North Port, FL 34286



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Pat Edgar
Finch Lane
mersham, ot HP7 9NE



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Thank you
for moving in this direction.
 
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
K Dykstra
1 Florida Ave.
Winooski, VT 05404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Glenn Freeman
52 Monroe Center St NW Apt 2
Grand Rapids, MI 49503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bruce Hallett
2345 Gohome Lane
Bermuda, ot 99999



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Diane Alexander
735 Atwood St NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jamila Garrecht
620 E St
Petaluma, CA 94952



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessica Abousemaan
689 NW 133rd Way
Plantation, FL 33325



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Charles Peck Ii
5070 Saguaro Dr
Sun Valley, NV 89433



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tom Vafias
649 S West End Ave
Lancaster, PA 17603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dawn Albanese
156 Basswood Dr.
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ranowul Jzar
2318 Bulloch St
Savannah, GA 31415



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amanda Senechal
Traverse Rd
St. Paul, MN 55129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Justin Schmidt
1961 W Brichta Dr
Tucson, AZ 85745



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
gary robertson
4 marian
clinton, CT 06413



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Alan Papscun
40 Glendale Rd. 
40 Glendale Rd.
Stockbridge, MA 01229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jason Nichols
734 Walker School Rd
Maryville, TN 37803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Natalie A. Carter
562 Maple Ave
Newark, OH 43055



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dana Dodge
36648 Magnolia Street
Newark, CA 94560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. GLENN KOPE
3171 Rag Tavern Rd
Terra Alta, WV 26764



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Vera Paschke
2401 Redwood St
Anchorage, AK 99508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Grunwell
1413 Steeple Chase Rd
Downingtown, PA 19335



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
GARY JONES
2275 Huntington Dr
San Marino, CA 91108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
warren tadlock
6322 kiftsgate ct
charlotte, NC 28226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Bristow
8128 Suzanne Dr
N/A
Brentwood, TN 37027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sandra hazzard
7909 thames lane
riverview, FL 33578



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Priscilla Littmoden
Roberts road
Essex, AB cm3 4xd



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. craig figtree
1906 N Bissell St
Chicago, IL 60614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Anderberg
Önneköp Nybyggarevägen 1
Hörby, DC 24298



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. helen Baumgartner
PO Box 8565
Surprise, AZ 85374



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anita Newman
14950 Gulf Blvd  Apt. 1108
Madeira Beach, FL 33708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Phil Miller
601 Wren Way
Warrensburg, MO 64093



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. HUGH Ashcraft
2334 Ainsdale Rd
2334 ainsdale rd
Charlotte, NC 28226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Pat Stevesand
13109 Walnut Cir
Burnsville, MN 55337



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Stout
4848 S Warwick Dr
Canfield, OH 44406



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Meriwether
3114 Clearstream Way
Jeffersonville, IN 47130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kate Sherwood
96 Barnes Street
Long Beach, NY 11561



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lori Snyder
962 Centennial Rd.
New Oxford , PA 17350



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wolfgang PREISER
4 van der Merwe Crescent
Cape Town, ot D60320



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kitrina Lisiewski
270 Federal Road
Monroe Township, NJ 08831



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn Davis
6100 26 Street North
Arlington, Va, VA 22207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christiane Schmitz
8410 141st Court West
Cologne, MN 55010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Marie Grills
323 Hume Ave
Alexandria, VA 22301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Keith  Augusto
7135 Rebecca Road
Las Vegas, NV 8913



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marilyn Shepherd
PO Box 715
PO Boix 715
Trinidad, CA 95570



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joanne Larsen
99 goose pond rd
Lee, MA 01238



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Meserve
60 Dwelley St
6
Pembroke, MA 02359



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Drew Kramer
155 Windsor Ct.
Athens, GA 30606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rita Lewis
65 Grannies Creek Road
Newton, WV 25266



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laura Stewart
10 Woodridge Ct
Madison, WI 53704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joyce 7/3/2008 Campbell Ph.D.
CA
3336 Winlock Rd, CA 90505
 
ga_41227644



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ramsay Kieffer
622 Adams Drive
622 Adams Drive
Milford, DE 19963



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Guancione
262 Dewitt Ave
Belleville, NJ 07109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Darren Showers
117 Wakefield Ave
Buffalo, NY 14214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tamara Bauer
5132 Yale Drive
Aliquippa, PA 15001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Schafer
PO Box 432
Beaverton, OR 97075



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl and Jay Denis
21 Wendy Way
Portland, ME 04103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lennon Avery O'Maonaigh
518 S Maple St
Marysville, OH 43040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anthony Kessler
Po box 8264
Emeryville , CA 94608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Berklee Robins
14071 Chatham Ct
Lake Oswego, OR 97035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Becky McKibben
20111 130th Ave SE
Kent, WA 98031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Sorg
2047 Cider Mill Trl NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49534



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Greg Collins
16850 88th Ave
Coopersville, MI 49404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
W T Parent
80 West Beaver Creek Road
#12
Richmond Hill, ON L4B 1H3



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Claudia Santi
Rua Raul Pompeia, 659
Cotia, ot 06704567



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bruce Johnson
4730 Snyder Ave #5
Carson City, NV 89701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steve Muller
3348 Sentinel Dr
Boulder, CO 80301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marie Jones
1 Battle Drive
Newark, DE 19702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Relf Star
3442 1/2 Padua Ave.
Claremont, CA 91711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Relf Star
3442 1/2 Padua Ave.
Claremont, CA 91711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gerry Martin
4501 Grandview Dr. W. #T-211
University Place, WA 98466



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
james pszanka
1436 w rosemont ave
chicago, IL 60660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joe Edwards
1232 high peak ln
shipman, VA 22971



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
carol becker
14257 roblar pl
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chris Weeks
608 Timothy Dr
Elizabeth Cty, NC 27909



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Philip Shook
1020 E Apache Blvd
None
Tempe, AZ 85281



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cyndi Otero
8409 Pyracantha Ct
Orangevale, CA 95662



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David R Guinnup
228 Channing Drive
Bear, DE 19701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
P Wright
2596 Mountain Dale Rd
Vilas, NC 28692



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah Gordon
430 Lindbergh Dr NE Apt H1
Atlanta, GA 30305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Parker
211 N 2nd ST
Lewisburg, PA 17837



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Giorgos VLACHOS
21 kalipoleos str
Thessaloniki, WI 54626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
nia lewis
Cairns road
Sheffield, ot s10 5na



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dawn Litton
48 Notre Dame West
apt 102
Montreal, QC h2y1s6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Marilyn Rose
6624 High Ridge Pl. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Korman
435 W 46th St Apt 5RE
W. 46th St.
New York, NY 10036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Miriam Wesselink
Raaphorstlaan 11
Wassenaar, ot 2245 BG



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wayne Parent
1 Forest Ridge Road
Richmond Hill, ON L4E 3L8



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. nickki hearn
1741 Blackberry Rd
1741 blackberry road
Boone, NC 28607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Shade
Curtis rd
Boxford, MA 01921



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marsha Wells
110 Twyford Ave
Sistersville, WV 26175



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Felmet
140 Jefferson Forest Ct
Winston-Salem, NC 27106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brandy Avila
23884
Murtaugh, ID 83344



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. JAMES CONROY
214 9th St
Hicksville, NY 11801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lawrence Holtzman
11342 SW 69th ter
Miami, FL 33173



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dottie Moore
2030 Park Rd.
Easton, PA 18045



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lenore Greenberg
120 Boerum Pl Apt 1J
Brooklyn, NY 11201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Redston
120 Muirkirk Road
Catford
London, ot SE6 1BH



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Corinne Pettey
4631 Satinwood Way
Sacramento, CA 95842



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brenda Bergeron
zzz
tulsa, OK 74128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Kaltenbach
st. Louis Avenue
Valley Park, MO 63088



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sharon Wojno
1303 Carol Oak Drive
Mount Pleasant, SC 29466



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
deborah apraku
2309 W. Grand A
Alhambra, CA 91801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
As a biologist, I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is
taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral
ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas
that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and
Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based
fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gary R. Miller
6242 N 300 W
Michigan City, IN 46360



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Terri Hastings
2686 Camelot Dr.
Newton, NC 28658



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Moe Kafka
Livingston Ave.
New Brunswick, NJ 08901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lynn Pitney
14803 Sheila Ann Dr
Hudson, FL 34669



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Susan Bechtholt
5290 Banner Rd SE
Port Orchard, WA 98367



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shelley Martin
2100 Bay Blvd
Atlantic Beach, NY 11509



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Seidlitz
5014 Lowell St., NW
Washington, DC 20016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Ezerman
1093 Old Stage Rd
Williston, VT 05495



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Arneson
185 W Calthrop Ave
Syracuse, NY 13205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. WALTER TULYS
24B Emmett Ave
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathleen Wright
420 Caledonia St.
Santa Cruz, CA 95062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I very strongly urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad
zone and each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears.
This should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea
floor. Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest
conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most
rely upon. There should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk
of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the
objectives of Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as
vessel monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Peter Aron
10 Brookview Lane
New Milford, CT 06776



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Madeleine Sinor
428 Broome st
New york, NY 10013



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephen Limperis
1194 Chesterfield Ln
Grayslake, IL 60030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marcella Hudson
Brick Church Lane
Whites Creek, TN 37189



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
april barcenas
106 northlite circle
sacramento, CA 95831



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laura Yonkers
7205 High Sierra Cir
West Palm Beach, FL 33411



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Danielle Stanley
6400 Salcon Cliff Dr
Austin, TX 78749



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Deborah Kavruck
5712 26th St NW
Washington, DC 20015



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. deborah lancman
58 Hawkins St
Bronx, NY 10464



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charlotta Heurlin
Södervärnsgatan 4A
Malmö, ot 21427



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nirlepa Shanti
4013keokuk St.
St.Louis , MO 63116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Sheila Dempsey
600 W 239th St
Bronx, NY 10463



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Annette Ancel-Wisner
61 Ridgeway Dr
Shell Lake, WI 54871



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Michael Balsai
107 N Mole St
Philadelphia, PA 19102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Todd
1304 Mariposa Dr Apt 211
Austin, TX 78704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dan McCurdy
box 762
rochester, IL 62563



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mariano Svidler
517 29th Ave
San Mateo, CA 94403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tracy Conrad
226 Cibola Dr
Santa Fe, NM 87501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Catherine venturini
1855 industrial St
Los Angeles, CA 90021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. bob yancey
570 sorento ave
Sorento, IL 62086



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl  Kindschy
801 11 th
Helena, MT 59601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Peter Aron
10 Brookview Lane
New Milford, CT 06776



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeffrey Phillips
232 Spinnaker Lane
Shelburne, VT 05482



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Coen
132 Hillside Rd
Elizabeth, NJ 07208



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tom Craighead
23404 107th Ave SW
Vashon, WA 98070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
SANDY zouzaneas
8 maple st
dover, NH 03878



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Samuel Durkin
5048 Lakeview Cir
Fairfield, CA 94534



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Walk
1510 Brookmoor Ln
Portage , MI 49024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lee Fister
638 N. 12th St.
Allentown, PA 18102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
SHEILA MCCAHEY
15362 UPWIND DRIVE
BONITA SPRINGS, FL 34135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Eric Schmitt
700 Bayberry Dr
New Carlisle, OH 45344



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kimberly Seger
11373 Us Route 422
Kittanning, PA 16201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Craig Brown
2908 Southbrook Dr
Minneapolis, MN 55431



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ross Farnham
2809 Bolling Rd
Falls Church, VA 22042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Messerschmitt
70 Merwin Ave
Rochester, NY 14609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David Flora
550 Carolina Meadows
Chapel Hill, NC 27517



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. toby dolinka
1720 conlon, se
grand rapids, MI 49506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Denise Gomolka
3 Forest Hill Drive
New Egypt, NJ 08533



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michelle Hayward
58 Ditmas Avenue
Kempston, NY 11201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Femmer
34 Arbor Point Court
St. Charles, MO 63303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joe Pawlowski
1871 Silver Bell Rd Apt 212
Saint Paul, MN 55122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Val Stone
Shoreditch Avenue
Norfolk, ID 85684



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Luis Alfonso
235 Adams St Apt 15G
Brooklyn, NY 11201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Darrell Quam
12630 Xavier St
Broomfield, CO 80020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Colleen O'Neill
MLK St
St. Pete, FL 33704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dennis Hartenstine
Hollow Point Homestead
Birdsboro, PA 19508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Black
Glen Oak Run
Derwood, MD 20855



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Steven J. Prince
2426 Washington Aly
Eugene, OR 97405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Schubert
4200 Sunny Brook Way Apt 100
Winter Spgs, FL 32708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Carlson
1627 Kearsarge Rs
La Jolla , CA 92037



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Albert Mah
Unit 1/61 Lockhart Street
Como, ot 6152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Beverly
PO Box 1198
Orange, TX 77631



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. sandra Joos
4259 SW Patrick Pl
none
Portland, OR 97239



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jo Seegers
St. Jozefstraat 96
Eijsden, ot NL-6245 LP



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Cecilia Nakamura
813 Dobbin Ct
Hebron, KY 41048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rosemarie Morris
191 Rosemary Lane
Ancaster, ON L9G 2K6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Haven Knight
1394 copper circle
Rochester, MI 48306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Crys Lundberg
1309 E 7th St
Duluth, MN 55805



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kris van Naerssen
79 ocean ave
Milford , MA 02476



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mari Mennel-Bell
1524 Bayview Dr
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Danise Flood
510 1st St
Janesville, IA 50647



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. lynn hafter
18545 nw 23 ct
18545 nw23 ct
miami gardens, FL 33056



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Kozlowski
528 Calle Corvo
Santa Fe, NM 87501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Little
726 William St
Fredericksburg, VA 22401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Donette Erdmann
1208 Somerset Ct
Janesville, WI 53546



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Jumonville
3852 Country View
Baton Rouge, LA 70816



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cathy Seay
402 Park Pl
Everett, WA 98203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zola Packman
1011 Nicholwood Drive # 201
Raleigh, NC 27605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
paula dejong
565 sampsons mill road
cotuit , MA 02635



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ghazale Jamsheed
145 Parsons street
Brighton, MA 02135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marion Kaselle
107 Sommers Rd # 93
North Branch, NY 12766



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Constance Engle
244 Englewood Dr
Hendersonville, NC 28739



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Randy McFarland
13108 Auburn Mill Lane
Glen Allen VA, VA 23059



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Donnis Crump
3220 Beret Ln
Silver Spring, MD 20906



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Selina Heaton
842 Arden Drive
Encinitas, CA 92024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Deborah Dissette
PO Box 520266
Salt Lake City, UT 84152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jon Hayenga
421 2nd St NW
Stewartville, MN 55976



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Marilyn Waltasti
42965 W. Magic Moment Drive
Maricopa, AZ 85138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Alejandra Vega
J. B. Justo 2681
Buenos Aires, ot 1414



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. leanna slusher
421 Yale Dr
421 yale dr.
Lexington, KY 40517



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
d Carr
22a school street
Hanover, NH 03755



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marilyn Smit
1573 W. Lincoln Blvd.
Freeport, IL 61032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karynn Merkel
833 Everding Street
Eureka, CA 95503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron Kuykendall
372 E Rudasill Rd
Tucson, AZ 85704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rebeca Steinberg
Address1
Mex , ot 11000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rebecca Muzychka
PO Box 460783
PO Box 460783
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33346



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
joseph shelton
512 west cornwallis
greensboro nc, NC 27408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Todd Walker
517 Rawson Ct
517 Rawson Ct.
South Milwaukee, WI 53172



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Juliana Greenwood
1328 PINE DR
BAY SHORE, NY 11706



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nancy Wrightington
2336 University Ln Apt 14
Cheney, WA 99004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heike-Ingeborg Karwatzki
Bassinstr. 29
Essen, ot DE-45139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Danah Woodruff
4185 Huerfano Ave
San Diego , CA 92117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol De Angelo
535 Ashford Ave
Ardsley, NY 10502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pat Cantwell
473 locust pl
boulder, CO 80304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. MaryAnna Foskett
101 Brantwood Rd
Arlington, MA 02476



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sharon Barone
8237 E. Whispering Wind Drive
Scottsdale, AZ 85255



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth A Cherubin
821 La Jolla Ave
Sun City Center, FL 33573



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Clifford Provost
140 7th Avenue, Apt 1B
New York, NY 10011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Monica Swift-Hjerrild
1498 Laura Ct.
Templeton, CA 93465



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Laurie Denis
23 Boardman St
Salem, MA 01970



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pat Waddel
7236 night heron way
No. Las vega, NV 89084



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Catherine Bolten
512 E Tasher St
South Bend, IN 46614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
MARILYN MARX
136 CHIPPING STONE RD
CHATHAM, MA 02663



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hans Eekers
Called Parr as 4
Bubion, ot 18412



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nicole Sylvester
16 Plum Tree Ln
Commack, NY 11725



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eloy Santos
General Álvarez de Castro 11
Madrid, NC 28010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jacqui Anders
316 Morton Rd
Vermilion, OH 44089



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. michelle cisney
48 Robertson Rd
Pueblo, CO 81001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Matthew Baucco
2500 S Ford Ave
Bloomington, IN 47403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heather Tyson
6611 wallings rd
Brecksville, OH 44141



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Scott Morrison
2 Hollowells
2 Hollowells
Cricket St. Thomas, CA TA20 4EN



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carina Silva
Avenida Um
Campinas, AS 13059-589



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Allen Royer
1165 Garfield Av.
San Jose, CA 95125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Denney
1400 Tanyard Road
Sewell, NJ 08080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
stephen shawcross
14 Bronte Avenue
Christchurch, Dorset., ot bh23 2ly



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ann Miller
3142 W. Washington
Monticello, FL 32344



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susie Cassens
PO Box 593
Fort Pierce, FL 34954



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Pyle
HC 76, Box 121
Daisy, ok, OK 74540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pamela Mason
9 Bush Chapel Rd.
Aberdeen, MD 21001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Craft
PO Box 126
Plain City, OH 43064



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Valerie Leonard
209 N Boynton Dr
Palatine, IL 60067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Allyson Piazza
2419 Evans Dr
Silver Spring, MD 20902



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
G Hardiman
2171 Northlake Pkwy - Bldg 3, Ste 120
Tucker, GA 30084



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ralph Notaro
21 Dover Rd
Colonia, NJ 07067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Askins
14101 SW 79th St
Miami, FL 33183



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janet Eyre
49 6th Ave
San Francisco, CA 94118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anastasia Otero
1550 roosevelt ave
Bohemia, NY 11716



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gudy Terenzio
Calle Chafarinas 7
Loma Bada/Petrer, AE 03610



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Emanuelson
412 G Street
Ramona, CA 92065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gina Luzzi
545 Melrose Ave
San Francisco, CA 94127



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Camille Smith
PO Box 226
Seneca, WI 54654



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. PENELOPE MAZZA
607 S 2nd St
607 S 2nd St
FAIRFIELD, IA 52556



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rhonda Saak
715 Strong Ave
Collinsville, IL 62234



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heyward Nash
2625 Park Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55407



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
K Turner
468 Kingston Drive
Saint Louis, MO 63125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Baker Smith
11416 10th Ave S
Burien, WA 98168



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
asdur triff
2131 sw 11th. street
miami, FL 33135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gary Humenik
1205 Crooked Stick Crossing
Chesapeake, VA 23320



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Wayman
2721 B Highland Ave
National City, CA 91950



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
S. Janet Payne
2350 Houston Lake Road
Kathleen, GA 31047



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Please don't trade the long term for the short term.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kenji Klein
11 Sweetwater
Irvine, CA, CA 94523



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Kite
Brown Street
New York, NY 12345



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joseph Montes de Oca
8231 Sw 14 st
Miami, FL 33144



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mattie Adams
15941 Booth Circle
Volente, TX 78641



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Albritton
3983 Sandy Hill Rd
Buford, GA 30519



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jamie Korstanje
305 E. 900 S.
Payson, UT 84651



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Caitilin Kane
612 E. 4th St.
Dell Rapids, SD 57022



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Calleen Bohl
3213 N Colonial Dr
Milwaukee, WI 53222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
asdur triff
2131 sw 11th. street
miami, FL 33135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Kite
Brown Street
New York, NY 12345



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Meryl Rogers
1872 E. 4625 S.
Holladay, UT 84117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sheila haley
133 Wilson Ave
Rumford, RI 02916



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Linda McCarthy
18316 Maple Street
Lansing, IL 60438



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cathy Winsor
1955 Kirby Road
McLean, VA 22101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Beverly Harris
357 S. Oakhurst Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gillian Sanda
4306 Hendrickson Rd
Ojai, CA 93023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Aaron Ucko
2817 Woodley Road, NW
Washington, DC 20008
 
202-669-7495



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Robin Pasholk
113 High St.
Neenah, WI 54956



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alia Einstein-Diez
6452 S Birch Cir
Centennial, CO 80121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. diane marie
pob 4327
longport, NJ 08403
 
609-123-1234



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. david gerke
11 pine st
white oaks, NM 88301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Thomas Rottmayer
413 E Kanawha Ave
Columbus, OH 43214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
HEATHER WALKER
227 PROSPECT STREET
STAUNTON, VA 24401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Catherine Alsafi
6356 S Ironton Ct
Englewood, CO 80111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Zuckerman
3207 Winter St
Philadelphia, PA 19104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lauren Devine
1377 Walnut Terrace
Boca Raton, FL 33486



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Barbara Frazer
668 39th St
668 39th Street
Sacramento, CA 95816



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn Hall
405 S. Clark St.
PO Box 677
Bassett, NE 68714



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
The Council must designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of the defined
canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This must include mid-water
trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
 
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
must be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening these
sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, you must require the use of new technologies, such as
vessel monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
You must safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan as an example for similar protections in the U.S.
and throughout the world, where scientists are discovering extensive, beautiful, and
previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We've merely begun to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans.
 
You must pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in
Amendment 16.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shireen Parsons
1365 Kennedy St NW #508
Washington, DC 20011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joanne Pakieser
1829 W. Farragut Avenue
Chicago, IL 60640



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Merideth Garrigan
982 Mooring Dr
Charleston, SC 29412



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Ivey
W Margate
Chicago, IL 60640



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stanley L Swart
3315 Pickwick Dr S
Jacksonville, FL 32257



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
rose faltin
116 country club rd
cresson, PA 16630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ed Leary
659 Tremont Greens Ln
Sun City Center, FL 33573



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christopher MacAlpine
8 Yellow Birch Rd
Middletown, CT 06457



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Slocum
1771-8 Golf Course Blvd.
Independence, IA, IA 50644



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joseph Hoess
11182 Pottawatomie Trail
Walkerton, IN 46574



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peggy Oba
9109 Main Street
Kansas City, MO 64114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sharon Bourke
32 East Elm St
Central Islip, NY 11722



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Stone
6308 Shoal Creek Blvd
Austin, TX 78757



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Johnny Nesslinger
Frau-Hirt-Strasse 15e
Innsbruck, ot 6020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Rosemary Graf
6 Walker Rd # A1
Cummington, MA 01026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joel Anderson
945 E Sterling Dr
Spanish Fork, UT 84660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joanne Lowery
412 Evelyn Ave.
Kalamazoo, MI 49001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sheilah Mc Grath
1686 Scheffer Ave
Saint Paul, MN 55116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ruth E. Roberts-Shepherd
105 Dunmeyer Loop
Summerville , SC 29485



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. adam keller
164 hoyt st
brooklyn, NY 11217



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200 METER BROAD ZONE and
each of the defined canyons as OFF LIMITS to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you.
 
 
 
Mrs. Margaret Wood
1081 Zion Church Rd.
Augusta, WV 26704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
fred fall
106 uxbridge
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Emerald DuCoeur
864 New Galena Rd
Doylestown, PA 18901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ann Kelly
303 Society Hill Blvd
2605 Roger's Walk
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mitchell greene
16 abanaki way
winooski, VT 05404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. lisa coffey
18 wampatuck avenue
18 wampatuck avenue
scituate, MA 02066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cara Schmidt
4068 Wildflower Ln
Wildflower Ln
Tucker, GA 30021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eric  West
3943 s. Peninsula Dr.
1401 S. Palmetto Ave., #112
Port Orange, FL 32127



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lynell Withers
2108 E 15th St
Russellville, AR 72802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lorne Beatty
573 N. Maxfield Road
Brighton, MI 48114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michelle Jeffers
115 Jeffrey Drive
Brandon, FL 33511



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brock Roberts
2268 NW Pettygrove St
.
Portland, OR 97210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Lahey
1504 W Farwell Ave # 3
Chicago, IL 60626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Evelyn Bray
North Lincoln Park West
Chicago, IL 60614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jack Zeilenga
360 Lyle Young Rd
E Montpelier, VT 05651



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Schaefers
109 West Wild Cherry Dr
Mars, PA 16046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Costanza Olschki
cp 66
Firenze, ot 06062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Monique TONET
14 boulevard Jean Baptiste Verany
Nice, ot 06300



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ted Cheeseman
20800 Kittridge Rd
Saratoga, CA 95070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Susan Peirce
1127 Eagle Way
Lyons, CO 80540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheila Mandell
401 e. las Olas blvd
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leslie Calambro
1903 Barribee Lane
Henrico, VA 23229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Jamieson
1502 Pinewood School Road
Codrington, ON K0K1R0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane West
7 Valerie Dr.
Plainville, MA 02762



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrew Scholten
404 Alishonak
Prescott, AZ 86303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Patrick Jordan
313 Varick St
Jersey City, NJ 07302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Wilson
7220 Explorer Trail
Nashville, TN 37221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Schneider
3200 N Lake Shore Dr
Chicago, IL 60657



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wayne Teel
3715 Hidden Meadow Lane
Keezletown, VA 22832



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adriana Di Cecco
P.O. Box 228
Topsfield, MA 01983



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Cronin
7731 Bently Avenue
Garden Grove, CA 92841



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Lovesky
2723- 59th St
Sarasota, FL 34243



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janet Wright
318 Halvorsen Rd
Friday Harbor, WA 98250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Mitchell
5511 Fernhoff Rd
Oakland , CA 94619



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Virginia Douglas
133 Brandtson Ave.
Elyria, OH 44035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Betty Stewart
2 Eton Cove
Newport News, VA 23608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barb Collier
Box 249
Bon Accord, MN 56123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Josie Hollowell
2130 Cogburn park drive
Houston, TX 77047



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. susan krause
29 Roseville Ave
Saint James, NY 11780



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Thomas Artin
240 Kings Hwy
Sparkill, NY 10976



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sister James Marie Gross
2360 Carter Rd
Dubuque, IA 52001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrew Scholten
404 Alishonak
Prescott, AZ 86303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Peggy Page
24324 Miller Rd
Stanwood, WA 98292



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kelly Funk
3 N Edison Ave
Elgin, IL 60123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Allan Gehman
540 South Street #58
Redding, CA 96001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lindsey Caudill
11108 West Cave Blvd.
Dripping Springs, TX 78620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Patricia Foster
89 Meyer Road
Middletown, NY 10940



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Katherine Cadury
6, rue de Luemschwiller
Obermorschwiller, ot 4059



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peg Miller
1015 17th St N
Moorhead, MN 56560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
micheleglenn@hotmail.com Glenn
Pond View Dr
Jacksonville, FL 32258



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anthony Lattanzio
10 tracy cir
Mansfield, MA 02048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. michael stuart
11 Arlington St
Auburn, MA 01501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Corey Pane
40 Crestwood Rd
West Hartford, CT 06107
 
(860)216-6480



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Frederick Brodsky
5223 Royal Ln
Dallas, TX 75229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Crystal Wolf
2210 Miguel Chavez
Santa Fe, NM 87505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Doorothy Tartaglia
2423 Dennis Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20902



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jeffrey Hearn
6 Sawtooth Lane
Hatboro, PA 19040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ute D.  Ergül
Borggata 4
Oslo, ot 0650



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tracy Singletary
2025 Peachtree Rd
Atlanta, GA 30309



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jim Lessard
16 Hardwood Lane
Magnetawan, ON P0A1P0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. C. Giffuni
East 27 Street
New York, NY 10016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Pauline Rosenberg
1026 Edgemore Rd.
Philadelphia, PA 19151



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Beverly Conway
1011 Cartwright Ln
Greensboro, GA 30642



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marie Perkins
250B S. Maple Avenue
Apt. 7
Oak Park, IL 60302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Monica Bonualas
1202 G Street
Millville, NJ 08332



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Gary Heymann
7497 S Elliot Ln
none
Tucson, AZ 85747



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Claude van Lingen
6213 Amber Pass
6213 Amber Pass
Austin, TX 78745



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Janow
4205 47th Street
Lubbock, TX 79413



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christina RIegel
4415 Echo Court
Larkspur, CO 80118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Clark Leitner
12 Henry Ct.
Wilmington, DE 19808
 
3025297694



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Nancy Denbo
412 Kings Croft
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Blanchard
3115 Town Square Drive
#107
Rolling Meadows, IL 60008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Manfred Fiala
Siedlergasse 50
Kalkgruben, ot 7331



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wendy Lau
203 Oak Grove Road
Bradford Woods, PA 15015



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. tom boerigter
1411 Cedar River Dr
Waverly, IA 50677



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Donna Mayo
16A Cambridge Street
Belmont, MA 02478



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
shelley frazier
609 S. Boylan Ave.
Raleigh, NC 27603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Beth Herndobler
1459 E, Villa St.
pasadena, CA 91106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maria Rausis
2380 Gabriel Ave
Mountain View, CA 94040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristin Reed
681 47th Ave
San Francisco, CA 94121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Natalie Mirone
46 walnut
Pomton Lakes, NJ 07442



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. E. INGRAHAM
5519 LINDENSHIRE LANE
Dallas, TX 75230



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
linda carmody
116 main st
franklin, NJ 07416



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mac Lewis
2234 Mesa Ave
Grand Jct, CO 81501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wendolyn Hill
41 Brockways Ferry Road
Lyme, CT 06371



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. jeanette capotorto
16 plum tree lane
commack, NY 11725



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Martin Konrad
130 Branch Rd
Bridgewater, NJ 08807



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Krista Munster
313 7th Ave. NE
Mpls, MN 55413



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Danielle Dragona
726 Post Place
Secaucus, NJ 07094



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erica Crytzer
8202 Route 96
Interlaken, NY 14847



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
james curtis jr
P O BOX 625
FLORISSANT, MO 63032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kris Pagenkopf
7625 SW 7th Pl
Gainesville, FL 32607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Kalil
59 Glenwood Rd.
Brewster, MA 02631



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Cram
114 Turner Road
Townsend, MA 01469



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Addington
2609 Canterbury
Austin, TX 78702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Davenport
2041 Avenida Placida Unit 4
Simi Valley, CA 93063



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
alena jorgensen
5941 kauffman ave
temple city, CA 91780



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Andi Shotwell
3575 pierce
Wheat ridge, CO 80033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Gannon
2268 Hunterbrook Road
Yorktown Heights, NU, NY 10598



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ian perry
ravenscroft rd
beckenham, ot br3 4tr



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lin Esposito
3529 Huppe Lane
berthoud, CO 80513



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Monique Friedland
28 Edward rubenstein drive
Sandown
Johannesburg, ot 2196



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Helen Tam-Semmens
36 deer run
stoddard, NH 03464



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Irwin Hoenig
PO Box 5292
Laurel, MD 20726



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bob Haugen
5813 36th Ave. N.
Crystal, MN 55422



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Florence Erwin
319 Archer Street
New Westminster, BC V3L 4E3



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. MICHAEL HULTGREN
603 Rose St
603 rose st
Grayling, MI 49738



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cynthia White
611 West 111th Street
New York, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Fitzgerald
Fahee, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny
Kilkenny, MN 56052



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert kfrueger
6538 N Newgard Ave
Chicago, IL 60626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen McNeill
149 Lodewyck
149 Lodewyck
Mount Clemens, MI 48043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Amy Schumacher
4127 middlebrook dr
beavercreek, OH 45440



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Regina Marone
85 Viscount Dr Unit 6E
Milford, CT 06460



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Roger Newton
752 Riverlawn Ave
Chula Vista, CA 91910



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. lynn beagle
38500 N Lakeside Pl
38500 n lakeside pl
Antioch, IL 60002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jaen Lawrence
11703 Taylorcrest Rd
Houston, TX 77024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Thomas Cox
11682 Holmes Point Dr NE
Kirkland, WA 98034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marie-Lise Bonneau
13106 worthington St
Sugar LAnd, TX 77478



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jeremy Crytzer
8202 Route 96
Interlaken, NY 14847



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hilary Kacser
1050 6 st
miami beach, FL 33139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sophia Stratton
7601 Lake Shore Drive
Gary, IN 46403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hitomi K
404 Tree Summit Pkwy
Duluth, GA 30338



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Angela Knapp
5825 SW 48th St
Miami, FL 32312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrea Fleisher
8245 E. Rockgate Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85750



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Craig Benkman
2342 Cottonwood Drive
Laramie, WY 82070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dwight Hutchison
155 Lamartine St., #401
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
It is encouraging that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I strongly urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations
by establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections
in New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering
extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marilyn Britton
16 Long Hill Estates
Peterborough, NH 03458



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Sirs:
 
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of the
defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should include
mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation benefit while
allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There should be no
new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up these sensitive
areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of Amendment 16.
 
Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rosamund Downing
39 Moss St
Pawcatuck, CT 06379



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elfie Elms
392 Barrel Horse Dr
Charles Town, WV 25414



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Loe
33832 Nebraska st.
Yucaipa, CA 92399



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Annie McCombs
PO Box 50269
Kalamazoo, MI 49005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
REnata Klemz-Chapman
555 Shakespeare Drive
Grayslake, IL 60030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Scott Franks
555 jjj
Arvada, CO 80004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eric Bivona
914 Union Village Road
Norwich, VT 05055



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carrington Petras
P.O. box653
Verona, VA 24482



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Marcussen
5705 Waverly Rd
Lincoln, NE 68517



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. pamela joseph
24 bermuda road
westport, CT 06880



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marjorie Ponne
676 Seymour St
Kamloops, BC V2C2H2
 
2502998359



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jonathan Cohn
2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, 16B31
Philadelphia, PA 19130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rachel Lahn
P.O. Box 323
Comptche, CA 95427



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kenneth Lapointe
2781 Mozart
Ottawa, ON k1h 6x9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Morrison
117 Bimini Pl Apt 118
Los Angeles, CA 90004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Simmons
2742 Montana Ave
Cincinnati, OH 45211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Spencer
2902 Harrison St
Kansas City, MO 64109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
andy friedberg
2930 four oaks drive
Atlanta, MA 01742



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Scott Burger
612 S. Laurel Street
Richmond, VA 23220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jacalyn Dinhofer
16 W.16 Street
NYC, NY 10011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robt Scouras
1770 County Road 411
Lexington, TX 78947



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. pamela joseph
24 bermuda road
westport, CT 06880



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lasha Wells
6243 3rd ave south
Saint petersburg, FL 33707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jill Chadbourne
4355 River Rd Apt C
Eugene, OR 97404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melene Rose
9 Hawthorne Hill Rd
Ridgefield, CT 06877



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charles Paprocki
606 W Oak
Carbondale, IL 62901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Shalise Wilson
13753 Bayberry St
Victorville, CA 92392



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Talbot
16756 Simonds St
Granada Hills, CA 91344



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jeff Stark
749 S Lemay Ave PMB 131
Fort Collins, CO 80524



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Geiser
1881 Forest Lake Dr SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Dolotta
1205 Del Oro Ave
Santa Barbara, CA 93109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Beckman
9007 Bindley-Mounts Road
Blanchester, OH 45107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Michael and Amy Roberts
367 Village Rd
Steuben, ME 04680



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tracey Aquino
3536 VIRGINIUS DR
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23452



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Wesley Struebing
2271 Oswego St
Aurora, CO 80010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs Arleen Miller
173 Wild Tiger Rd
Boulder, CO 80302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Oliver Lu
2114 Oregon Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sylvia burroughs
rural road
braintree, VT 05060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bob Galbreath
1337 Leonard Road
Gardnerville, NV 89460



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, we strongly urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone
and each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
We urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
Pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Enviro Show
WXOJ
140 Pine Street
Florence, MA 01062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ken Box
1117 W 9th St
1117 W. 9th St.
Austin, TX 78703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Virginia George
6232 N. Park Meadow Way
Boise, ID 83713



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Neil McQueen
4213 Estate Dr
Crp Christi, TX 78412



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
K Scott
1406 Loch Carron
Bel Air, MD 21015



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hugh Hampton
4057 E Monte Vista Drive
Tucson, AZ 85712



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Betty Wondergem
Borchmolen 6
Eindhoven, ot 5612DA



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Muñoz
Autopista NOrte KM 19
Bogota, ot 11111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sharon Tozzi-Goff
61 Frederick Ave
Trenton, NJ 08620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. pamela joseph
24 bermuda road
westport, CT 06880



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bill Roseberry
823 Cathill Road, P.O. Box 496
Sellersville, PA 18960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pam Videen
4305 Parkview Court
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jaz P
355 Granite Ave
Oakland, CA 95521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Storm Cunningham
2426 N. Powhatan St.
Arlington, VA 22207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Dr. Lawrence Somer
9116 Sudbury Rd
Silver Spring, MD 20901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. henry Schlinger
708 Country Club Dr
Burbank, CA 91501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Harry Robbins
223 Shingle Mill Dr.
Drums, PA 18222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Craig Peariso
1211 N 19th St
Boise, ID 83702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jenna castor
904 Jamesport Dr
Toms River, NJ 08753



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. D. Suchy
568 N 775th Rd
Lawrence, KS 66047



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kerby  Miller
408 W. Broadway
Columbia, MO 65203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Meredith Green
4901 Elder Ave
4901 Elder Ave
Charlotte, NC 28205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Knight
PO Box 353
Kenwood, CA 95452



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Durrer
199 N Bayshore Dr
Eastpoint, FL 32328



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisette La Porte
2201 192nd ST SE
Bothell, WA 98012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jessica McGratty
3700 Commonwealth Ave
Charlotte, NC 28205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bud Sanson
189 Plemmons Rd
Lyman, SC 29365



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nina Thorendahl
Engly 86
København, ot 2300



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
M Kathleen Maddox
1275 Goldstone Rd
Reno, NV 89508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Nearing
5172 Hardy Rd.
Vassar, MI 48768



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jesse 10/28/2010 Suit
PA
PO Box 4321, PA 18018
 
ga_57278056



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Alston
160 E 48th St
New York, NY 10017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shanna Tompkins
441 Fifth St
Traverse City, MI 49684



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Clara Jo Hayes
255 E. Bolivar St.
#138
Salinas, CA 93906



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paula Cronin
5 Welkin Ring
Hooksett, NH 03106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Linzmeier
950 E Wilmette Rd
Palatine, IL 60074



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah Sampson
32 So. portola
Laguna Beach, CA 95060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
robert froese
p.o. box 217
harrington, ME 04643



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
America Vazquez
627 S W 27th Ave
Miami , FL 33135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lawrence East
316 Richlands Ave
Apt. 5
Jacksonville, NC 28540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. linda weeks
745 Arkansas St
Lawrence, KS 66044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeffrey Hurwitz
582 - 42nd Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dana Bleckinger
P,O, Box 904
Yachats, OR 97498



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph Labuda
37 Dundee Circke
37 Dundee Circle
Middletiwn, NY 10941
 
845-692-8058



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynda Wilson
5926 173rd Pl SW
Lynnwood, WA 98037



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kerry Kovarik
341 N 102nd Street
Seattle, WA 98133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Marianne Corona
245 Cherry Hill Road
Middlefield, CT 06455



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Daniel Pepin
4508 N Monitor Ave
4508 N. Monitor Ave
Chicago, IL 60630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Veronica Feinstein
71 Strawberry Hill Ave
71 Strawberry Hill Ave, Apt 908
Stamford, CT 06902



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deana walker
15937 Stephenson blvd
Blythe, CA 92225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jeff LaFlamme
100 Principe De Paz
Santa Fe, NM 87508
 
466-4904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
chris seaton
793 Cambridge Drive
Santa Barbara, CA 93105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gena Kennedy
PO Box 5202
Victoria, TX 77903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patrick Fandel
4570 252nd St
PO Box 106
Forest Lake, MN 55025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Yost
212 W 16th St Apt 1E
New York, NY 10011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eleanor McNally
570 Rock St
Fall River, MA 02720



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Landon Neustadt
2006 Grand Ave # B
Santa Barbara, CA 93103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marco Pardi
2195 Sandown Court
Lawrenceville, GA 30043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jackie Foster
5625 st hwy 812
Ogdensburg, NY 13669



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Diane Masters
2902 Quincemoor Rd
2902 Quincemoor Rd
Durham, NC 27712



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheila Martin
112 Ox Yoke Ct
Custer, SD 57730



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. joseph mayer
4944 cass st unit 1201
san diego, CA 92109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Marie O'Reilly
5745 Federal Rd.
Conesus, NY 14435



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Kilfoyle
1626 Colusa Ave
Davis, CA 95616



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ken Cohn
224 Irongate Dr
Englewood, OH 45322



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bruce Grobman
3745 Roland Drive
Santa Cruz, CA 95062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Giovina Ruberti
Via s:Maria Goretti, 16
Rome, ot 00199



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Prchal
733 S. Kenyon Drive
Tucson, AZ 85710



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sharon Pederslie
525 14th Ave E Apt 1004
Seattle, WA 98112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Daniel Smith
1123 25th Ave
1123 25th Ave
Seattle, WA 98122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Courtney Morgan
6091e Ab ave
richland, MI 49083



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elvis Cayford
1100 N Kelly Dr Apt B 1
Seymour, TX 76380



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Redman
949 Larrabee St
West Hollywood, CA 90069



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Casper
3802 Drumlin Ln.
Madison, WI 53719



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Albert Ahronheim
222 E. 80th Street
New York, NY 10075



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Kilfoyle
1626 Colusa Ave
Davis, CA 95616



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Julie Squire
6605 Claremont Ave
Raytown, MO 64133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Bliden
393 Lagunita Dr
Soquel, CA 95073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Duff
22490 Yerba Santa Rd
Sonora, CA 95370



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Tlusty
1285 S Lawler Ave
Lombard, IL 60148



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cindy Ilgen
229 Elm Ave
Castle Rock, CO 80104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marya Small
288 Marshallville Rd
Woodbine, NJ 08270



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Benavides
3637 Gallagher Circle
Antioch, CA 94509



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. jamie harrison
1123 11th Ln
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Bottom fishing should be banned in all American waters as it only destroys habitat!
 
If the only place we can catch fish is on the bottom than we have a serious problem! This
is much like dredging for blue crabs in the winter! We must give species a place to rest
and then reproduce!
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Churray
PO box 505
Port Haywood, VA 23168



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Reid
3351 Campbell Rd
Mountain City, TN 37683



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mitzi Hauser
28 wendover ave
Ottawa, ON K1S 4Z7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Monique Redman
2514 Mandalay Parkway
Mcdonough, GA 30253



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Chris Proctor
266 West 73rd Street, #4B
New York, NY 10023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marian Stone
803 E Olympian Rd
 Urbana, IL 61802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Debra Slater
6656 SW Capitol Hwy Apt C
C
Portland, OR 97219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I greatly appreciate that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect our highly vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
Now the Council has a golden opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas
that still remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and
Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based
fisheries management.
 
I particularly urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. (I wish such
rampantly destructive bottom trawling were prohibited everywhere!)
This particular ban should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to
contact the sea floor. Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the
highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they
most rely upon. There should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as
the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would
undermine the objectives of Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure
the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
Let's finally give our oceans a break instead of so stupidly expecting them to be infinite
sources of food, while we simultaneously dump all manner of pollution and plastic into
them as well. Mother Nature and Father Neptune are not our garbage dumps, nor are they
our 24-hour, all-you-can-catch fish buffets.
 
I urge you to do all you can to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future
generations, by establishing a stringent and lasting plan to serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16. It is the
only wise course to take.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Ms. Beth Jones, expat in Austria
222 Southhaven Dr.



Salzburg AUSTRIA  and
Monticello, IA 52310



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Chandler
400 West Adams St.
Franklin, IN 46131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. anne erikson
285 Chateaux Elise Apt D
Santa Barbara, CA 93109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lanna Ultican
1204 SW 18th St
Blue Springs, MO 64015



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. LUMARION CONKLIN
3114 N Loma Vista Dr
Flagstaff, AZ 86004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
carolyn sherrard
4339 ne 44th st
seattle, WA 98105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16.  Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Karen Gupton
4406 Delaware Ave
Nashville, TN 37209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leonard Lopatin
42 Larchmont Road
Asheville, NC 28804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dana Burns
235 Heimburger Lane
Nashville, IN 47403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
vik nealis
eastwood grove
Leigh, ot WN7 4SN



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann McCulloh
2504 E 126th St
Cleveland, OH 44120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Burden
24 Cromwell Road
Reading, Berkshire UK, ot RG4 5EB



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erika LaMont
15610 Peters Stone Ct
San Diego, CA 92127



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Joan Ferrante
440 Riverside Dr
New York, NY 10027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chuck Oatman Jr
1610 Fishing Creek Rd
Fishing Crk Rd
Drumore, PA 17518



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Stimson
393 Timberlane Drive
Orange, CT 06477



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Judith Falco
6505 Kalua Rd Apt 104
Boulder, CO 80301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Don Greene
3090 S. Oakland Forest Dr. #1906
Oakland Park, FL 33309



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Hufford
307 Bryn Mawr Ave
Bala Cynwyd, PA
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Patrcia Liske
2200 Trinidad
Falls Church, VA 22043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
yvonne kravitz
6 seaside drive
port jefferson, NY 11777



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Hal Forsen
204 Avenida Sierra
San Clemente, CA 92672



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Charlotte Alexandre
10345 Adams Place
Thornton, CO 80229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
J K
L ave
Ssf, CA 94080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Marianne Verhagen
12030 NW 15th Ct
Pembroke Pnes, FL 33026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
lauwra huskens
Churchstreet
Washington, WA 20036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Irene Siwik
121 Saint Marks Pl
New York, NY 10009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Charles Comer
323 Bauserman Rd
Mount Jackson, VA 22842



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ben Badger
216 Eastland Ave
Morgantown, WV 26505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
MICHELE DESSONS
Le Pont
Sagnat, CA 94108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Guthrie
944 Summitville Drive
Webster, NY 14580



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Myra Hefner
2551 Cordova Ave
Vero Beach, FL 32960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Seymour Gross
1941 Drew Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55416



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Graeme Stasyshyn
PO Box 5182
Clinton, NJ 08809



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jerry and Barbara Hostetler
35th Way
Pho, AZ 85032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joan How
144 Westmorland Avenue
Luton, ot LU3 2PU



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gayle Martin
950 Mockingbird Lane
Ft Lauderdale, FL 33324



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Bescript
8882 E Maxwell Dr
Tucson, AZ 85747



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Suesie Hartman
PO Box 804
Bowmansville, PA 17507



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Juli Ames-Curtis
11936 Hay Creek Rd
Custer, SD 57730



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mike Dellapenna
2 Fairway Dr
Malvern, PA 19355



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Theresa Donohoe
49 Progress Street
Hopedale, MA 01747



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Theresa Donohoe
49 Progress Street
Hopedale, MA 01747



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
tom koven
charlestown rd
hampton, NJ 08827



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Larry Franks
24001 SE 103rd St.
Issaquah, WA 98027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. patricia padula
10613 Golf Rd
Orland Park, IL 60462



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Walter Zadanoff
P.O. Box 219
Land O Lakes, FL 34639



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bruce Lowrey
911 E Drumm Circle
Independence, MO 64055



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
elaine  c
142 freeman road
didcot, ot ox117da



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheryl Barajas
6920 W. Forest Preserve Dr.
Harwood Hts., IL 60706



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lucy Howard
2400 Castleton Rd
Darlington, MD 21034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jana Harker
PO BOX 660793
Arcadia, CA 91066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheyenne Russo
2215 Academy Blvd.
Cape Coral, FL 33990



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Adrian Mondello
PO Box 19888
Boulder, CO 80308



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Deborah Halcomb
89 Fremont Ave #503
Daytona Beach, FL 32114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dominik Eckenstein
228 Washington Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn Marion
Toomin Dr
Neptune, NJ 07753



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joan Bennett
117 Dallas Ave
Newark, DE 19711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Walton
6A Steeple Grange
Wirksworth
MATLOCK, ot DE4 4FS



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. marg sutton
lyngail pl
gabriola island, BC V0R1X1



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
CHRISTINE NORRIS
5602 MATTFELDT AVE
BALTIMORE, MD 21209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Barbara King
466 Westchester Ave.
Crestwood, NY 19707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heidi  Ludwick
1009 s Madison
Papillion, NE 68046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrew Rigrod
5301 Balboa Blvd. #f2
Encino, CA 91316



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Esther Prexl
7000 NW 94th Terrace
Tamarac, FL 33321



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joyce Rhea
6408 Woodsbriar Ct.
Lisle, IL 60532



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Sergio Rivera
3319 N. Karlov Ave.
Apt. 3W
Chicago, IL 60641



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jonne Long
6527 N Revere Dr
Kansas City, MO 64151



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nezka Pfeifer
303 Lakewood Mnr
Scranton, PA 18505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Evans
451 Lynn St
Oviedo, FL 32765



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Elich
15 S. Pioneer St
Ashland,, OR 97520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ted Ho
582 Manning Ave
Toronto, ON M6G2V9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian K. Sutton
8707 Best Court
Louisville, KY 40242



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jeff Ward
300 W 145th St # 5Q
New York, NY 10039



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Alan Schultz
1175 Bay Rd Lot 52
Mount Dora, FL 32757



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dennis Wright
1037 Rosedale Ave
Glendale, CA 91201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wojciech Zi?ba
Poznanska 25
Poznan, Poland, ot 60-687



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara and Frank Roberts
3617 NE 10th Avenue
Portland, ID 83702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. v paglia
35 w hook
hopewell jct, NY 12533



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive steps to protect
vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an
opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the
Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of the
defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This must include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding the
200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation benefit while
allowing fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There must be no new
exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas
to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of Amendment 16. I support
the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to
help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
Safeguard these ecological treasures by establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve
as an example for similar protections in New England and around the U.S. and world.
Scientists are discovering extensive and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Pass and
implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer  Nitz
802 Front
Missoula, MT 59802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandy Ficken
1346 South Rd.
Mosinee, WI 54455



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kim Colbert
117 Acres Road
Beaconsfield, QC H9W 1Y2



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian K. Sutton
8707 Best Court
Louisville, KY 40242



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Reinhard Frenzel
1131 Ozark Ridge
1131 Ozark Ridge
Coralville , IA 52241



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Butler
900 El Paso Way
Hemet, CA 92545



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Evans
451 Lynn St
Oviedo, FL 32765



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erin Harris
56 Calle Monte Aplanado, NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Mary Beattie
9614 W Raintree Dr
Sun City, AZ 85351



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lilian Burch
7111 Woodmont Ave Apt 504
Bethesda, Maryland
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen DeBraal
935 B St
Springfield, OR 97477



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Drecktrah
1963 Tumblebrook Ct
1963 Tumblebrook Ct.
Neenah, WI 54956



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jörg Gaiser
Alte Tonbachstrasse 14
Baiersbronn, ot 72270



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jane Christian
122 Huron Drive
Chatham, NJ 07928



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Anderson
2413 Madison Sq
Philadelphia, PA 19146



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Andrea Norie
202A Mott St
New York, UT 84036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Warren
273 River St
Halifax, MA 02338



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Scholl
514 Prospect Ave
Neptune, NJ 07753



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joan Cole
655 Tysens Ln
Staten Island, NY 10306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Annecone
551 Torrey Pine Ln
Santa Rosa, CA 95407



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristen Rivard
5110 Fox Hill Drive
Sterling Heights, MI 48310



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Riley Canada II
741 Dover St
Marietta, GA 30066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pamelia Krupinsky
2 Violet Road
Peabody, MA 01960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
gary goldner
355 29th st. n.w.
massillon , OH 44647



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. william diantonio
19 Kristen Ln
Mantua, NJ 08051



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margot Loerky
via Virgiliana 5
Monfalcone, Italy, ot 34074



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jon Bauer
201 Wyandotte St.
Ste. 103
Kansas City, MO 64105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Blair Kangley
2531 W Dravus St
Seattle, WA 98199



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tracey Eakin
1011 Sheriff's Court
McMurray, PA 15317



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joyce Rabon
10427 SW 65th Ter
10427 SW 65th Terr
Ocala, FL 34476



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Elizabeth Martinez
N7717 Valley View Rd
New Glarus, WI 53574



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Pam Arthur
5876 SE Fern Creek Ct
Stuart, FL 34997



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cecilia Caiano Correia
1052 North Ave
ELIZABETH, NJ 07201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ron Bogley
2124 Ward St
Berkeley, CA 94705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lisa Mariella
4707 Bella Dr
Colorado Spgs, CO 80918



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Connie Livingston-Dunn
467 Crattie Dr
Springville, TN 38256



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jocelyn Blake
N7924 Smith Rd
Brooklyn, WI 53521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
james balder
2124 freeland road
freeland, MD 21053



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joann Naso
5073 Hermosa Ave Apt 2
Los Angeles, CA 90041



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Laux
Patent Examiner
4613 Randolph Dr
Annandale, VA 22003
 
216-385-5622



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Rhonda Rothrock
7398 Hickory Ridge Rd
Pomona, IL 62975



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. April Jacob
8515 Bergenline Ave
8515 Bergenline ave
North Bergen, NJ 07047



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Gardner
2525 Beverly Ave
Apt 8
Santa Monica, CA 90405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Allen
401 Parsons Drive
Syracuse, NY 13219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. MaryAnne Muller
2012 Haring St
Brooklyn, NY 11229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Nick Loch
6145 15th Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55423



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Rita Mahoney
124 SE Willow Way
Topeka, KS 66609
 
7852359261



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. JL (Jim) Traweek
5616 Southampton Dr
Springfield, VA 22151



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Claude E. Wilson
5108 St. Rt. 59 Lot #B13
Ravenna, OH 44266



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Oliveira
Estrada do Capenha 1449, bl. 1, ap. 703
Rio de Janeiro, ot 22743



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Walt Speidell
3512 Shoreline Dr
Portsmouth, VA 23703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David & Linda Renn
6224 NE 31st Ave
Portland, OR 97211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lee Basnar
1900 E Kachina Trl
Sierra Vista, AZ 85650
 
520-803-9556



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Elena Perez
600 W 239th St
Bronx, NY 10463



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Adrianne Puza
2432 Magnolia Ter
Harrisburg, PA 17110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn Malmborg
200 Leeder Hill Dr.
Apt. 2201
Hamden CT, CT 06517



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kevin Korpics
Chemin 12
St-legier, PA 18020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Timothy Coughlin
21 Revere Court
Burlington, VT 05408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Chailley Goss-Garner
11059 Fruitland Dr. #19
Studio City, CA 91604



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frank Avila
7048 N Odell A e
Chicago, IL 60631



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Richter
15807 Horse Creek St
San Antonio, TX 78232



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dirk Murcray
925 Lincoln Ave
925 Lincoln Ave
Rock Springs, WY 82901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sharon Baker
Box 181
Palmer Lake, CO 80133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Arrington
14535 Creek Club Dr
Alpharetta, GA 30004
 
7703140443



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carl Mineck
945 spring rd
Elmhurst, IL 60126



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roberto Oliveira
Estrada do Capenha 1449, bl. 1, ap. 703
Rio de Janeiro, ot 22743



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ruth Johnston
5700 S 110th St
Hales Corners, WI 53130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mike Albar
251 Gemini Dr Unit 4B
Hillsborough, NJ 08844



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Desiree Fierro-Wohlfarth
206B W Walter Ave
Pflugerville, TX 78660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ed Hyde
36062 Breman Ct
Winchester, CA 92596



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roberta LaFrance
164 W. Broadmoor Blvd.
San Leandro, CA 94577



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jamie Hoerter
N13406 Smith Bridge Road
Minong, WI 54859



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ursula Pelka
6205 Idylwood Ln
Minneapolis, MN 55436



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pamela Goldin
26 cherry st
Cheshire, CT 06410, CT 06410



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ronald Warren
3041 E Chevy Chase Dr
Glendale, CA 91206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristian Benkö
Prospect Park West
Brooklyn, NY 11215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Len Jacobs
230 Bayville Road
Lattingtown, NY 11560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Miles Patterson
2 Thorncliff Lane
Kirkwood, MO 63122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Dreibelbis
55 w 95th st
apt 5
New york, VA 22201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Isabella Carey
Po box 1374
Santa Monica , CA 90406



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
brenda hamm
178 Black Cloud Dr.
Louisburg, NC, NC 27549



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. karen bullis
13 bonney lane #22
Mansfield, MA 02048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Emily Spielman
PO Box 896
Boulder, CO 80306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ken Lesem
90 James Ave
Burlington, VT 05408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Geri Cade
po box 836944
Richardson, TX 75023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeanette Williams
401 Park Lane
Vermillion, SD 57069



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Everett
10 Caballo Palido
Placitas, NM 87043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Blayne Jessup
200 McKinney Road
Walla Walla, WA 99362



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roger Shady
20 Vestal Avenue
Binghamton, NY 13903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dorrine Marshall
3202 Aspen Grv
Irvine, CA 92618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Katherine Gorell
1900 N Bayshore Dr Apt 4009
1900 N. Bayshore Dr. #4009
Miami, FL 33132



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alayne Schaefer
3615 Oxford Middletown
Somerville, OH 45064



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
robert mayton
5200
Lane Rd.
Owensboro, KY 42303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elisa DeBoer
1008 Dauphine Lane
Ballwin, MO 63011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marilynn Szydlowski
11125 Orr Ave NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hannah O'Neal
614 South St.
Roslindale, MA, MA 02131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mariana Oliveira
Estrada do Capenha 1449, bl. 1, ap. 703
Rio de Janeiro, ot 22743



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Goldman
212 North Market Street
Thorntown, IN 46071



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynne Preston
638 Rhode Island St.
San Francisco, CA 94107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Larry Needleman
PO Box 1413
Sebastopol, CA 95473



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alan Bundy
1208 Brentwood Rd.
Cleve. Hts., OH 44121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. VICKI & ROD KASTLIE
4473 Muir Ave.
SAN DIEGO, CA 92107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Denise Maurer
17 Intervale Road
Hamilton, NJ 08620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Dr. Bob Childs
120 Garden St
Cambridge, MA 02138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Neil Schneiderman
7 Pine Rd
Howell, NJ 07731



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Sebek
331 N. 78th St.
Seattle, WA 98103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nora Müller
Haderslebener Str.
Elmshorn , ot 25335



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wanda Koory
Omaha
8021 Valley Street
Omaha, NE 68124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Worley
805 N University Park Loop
Reno, NV 89512



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margaret Robinett
3631 Cabernet Vineyards Circle
San Jose, CA 95117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Mello
Estrada do Capenha 1449, bl. 1, ap. 703
Rio de Janeiro, ot 22743



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jonadine Randolph
8853 E Fruit Tree Dr
Tucson, AZ 85730



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marie Rago
435 N 23rd St Apt 2
Allentown, PA 18067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Colin Talcroft
973 Stone Castle Lane
Santa Rosa, CA 95405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elaine Evans
295 Waterford Way
Athens, GA 30606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Theodore Lundgren
487 NE 4th Ave
487 NE 4th Ave
Cape Coral, FL 33909



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martan Norman
649 E 5th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11218, NY 11218



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alison Zyla
1 Shore Grove Drive
Clinton, CT 06413



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gail Heath
1603 Brinckle Ave.
Wilmington, DE 19806



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Curtis Hinckley
6909 Dr. MLK St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bret Polish
3637 Clarington
Los Angeles, CA 90034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Greg Steuck
3005 Sunset Dr
Golden, CO 80401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Harriet Miller
pob 493953
redding, CA 96049



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Burt Kopito
46 Seaview Ave
Northport, NY 11768



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Verna
1110 Alta  north road
Alta , WY 83414



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Keith Bowes
5 Drunken Drove
Massingham
King's Lynn, UK, ot PE32 2HF



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vivian Newman
19 Coves End Rd  POB 388
South Thomaston, ME 04858



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. LAURA LUX-THOMPSON
6167 N 100 W
Uniondale, IN 46791



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ruth von Fleckenstein
3109 14th St. NE
Washington, DC 20017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ken Boynton
2212 Queen Anne Ave N # 310
Seattle, WA 98109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristen Chen
West Coast Cresecnt
West Coast, ot 128044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sarah Edmunds
PO Box 172
Escalante, UT 84726



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. ruth kram
111 Coccio Dr
West Orange, NJ 07052



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Arlene Treiber
3103 W Crestview Dr
Prescott, AZ 86305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth B.O.
Estrada do Capenha 1449, bl. 1, ap. 703
Rio de Janeiro, ot 22743



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Art Sheldon
3036 OAK HAMPTON COURT
DULUTH, GA 30096



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Leodler
2188 Ives Road
Leslie, MI 49251



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Summers
185 Maple St
Burlington, VT 05401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Toula Michalakis
80 SW 8th street
Miami, FL 33130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. barb morrison
583 Suncrest Dr
Aurora, IL 60506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jenna Ross
Chapmans Cr.
milford, ON K0K 2P0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurence McNamara
422 N.Lakeside Drive
Lake Worth,, FL 33460



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Becky Wood
216
Blandford, FL 32578



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carol Tucker
101 Crossroads Dr
Graniteville, SC 29829



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Thomas
1427 N 7th St
Springfield, IL 62702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Keith Bowes
5 Drunken Drove
Massingham
King's Lynn, UK, ot PE32 2HF



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Foxall
5428 East 129th Street
n/a
Cleveland, OH 44125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Reilly
123 main st
Anytown, CA 90405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Donahue
327 Blue Bird Lane
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
NANCY Newell
3917 N.E. Skidmore St.
Portland, OR 97211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Toula Michalakis
80 SW 8th street
Miami, FL 33130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. S. Robertson
17 Grove St
Shrewsbury, MA 01545



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Bachman
3302 King George Dr
Friendswood, TX 77546



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Kuc
356 Furlong Lane
Camp Hill, PA 17011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Frances Carney
350 N El Camino Real
Encinitas, CA 92024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dave Searles
E410 23rd Street
Brodhead, WI 53520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James R Monroe
5521 Michigan Blvd
5521 Michigan Blvd
Concord, CA 94521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Heather Hickman
347 Bailey Ct
Palm Harbor, FL 34684



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Meredith Tucker
498 Inverway
Inverness, IL 60067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephanie Bradley-Green
6601 Sweetwater Drive
Derwood, MD 20855



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rhonda Marr
391 Fairmount Ave NE
Warren, OH 44483



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Derek Neilson
Beaumont
Roundwood
Co Wicklow, ot Ireland



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alyson Winters
650 Vendue Pl
Charlotte, NC 28226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Annette Berghammer
Poellatstr.1
Munich, ot 81539



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jerry Golden
307 S Sherman St
Clinton, IL 61727
 
217-935-0304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Lofgren
31356 NW Wascoe
North Plaind OR, OR 97133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Stuart
3116 Shady Dr.
Wonder Lake, IL 60097



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Meredith Tucker
498 Inverway
Inverness, IL 60067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. LaNiece Bower
4526 Oakland Blvd NW
Roanoke, VA 24012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Pritchard
2136 Sun Swept Way
Henderson, NV 89074



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Darrel Bruck Jr.
2943 Chippewa Dr
Bourbonnais, IL 60914



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anne Harvey
3950 Arroyo Sorrento Rd
San Diego, CA 92130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
LK Mansfield
15077 KArcher
Caldwell, ID 83607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. NANCY LILL
7910 S Krell Rdg
7910 S Krell Rdg
Spokane, WA 99223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Deidloff
25 Tar Heels Rd E
Trenton, NJ 08619



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Colleen Curtis
1520 Chuckanut Crest Drive
Bellingham, WA 98229
 
unlisted



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joanne Neihart
6751 Geneva Ave So
Cottage Grove, MN 55016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Shippee
13000 Trinity Ct
Richmond, VA 23233



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephen Owens
1018 Riverchase North Dr
Brandon, MS 39047



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Craig
21840 Piessner Road SE
Yelm, WA 98597



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Edward Conte
2496 devotion ridge dr
henderson, NV 89052



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Dobroski
4 Campus Square
Bethlehem, PA 18015



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Evelyn Adams
4920 Pecan Pl. Dr.
McKinney, TX 75071



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Karol Bryan
4438 Hunting Trl
Lake Worth, FL 33467



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Gerleman
1693 Greencastle Ave NW
Swisher, IA 52338



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. tracey parker
17337 reservation rd
Laconner, WA 98257



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jessica saucedo
10074 Fall Harvest
San Antonio, TX 78254



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karin  Wishan
17595 kelok road
Lake Oswego , OR 97034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
You, the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council, are taking proactive steps to protect
vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. I am encouraged by your
action.
 
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, the Council are urged to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and
each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
You are urged to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anthony Simmons
13A Biddulph Street
Leicester, England, ot 00000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rita Tobachnik
47 Westwood Road
47 Westwood Road
Yonkers, NY 10710



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Grant Finch
719 18th Ave
Coralville, IA 52241



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ellen Smith
2735 Ripplewood Dr
Dallas, TX 75228



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marguerite Cambria
16 Pebble Ave
Winthrop, MA 02152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Pat Vassilakidis
407 Avondale St
Houston, TX 77006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Dominguez
125 29th St
La Grange Pk, IL 60526



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Gail Wienclawski
605 Bristol Pl
Murrells Inlet, SC 29576



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. heather platt
347 Warren St
Waltham, MA 02453



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jane Kidd
2510 NW 52nd street #901
Lawton, OK 73505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amanda Wallace
47 Dean Way
Storrington, ot RH20 4QN



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barb Van Dusen
28286 Fox Hollow Dr
Shell Knkob, MO 65747



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. richard jackson
40 John St
Shelburne, VT 05482



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marie DesJardin
9917B Grove Way
Westminster, CO 80031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pattie Hyde
Hopedale Street
Kannapolis, NC 28083



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Kersten
329 Forest Meadows Dr
Medina, OH 44256



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Berndt
10 Jackson Road
Belmont, MA 02478



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frank Light
1062 Meadowind Ct
Cincinnati, OH 45231



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jean vavrek
rural route -stehekin
Stehekin, WA 98852



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marian Meinen
367 Wadsworth Av
New York, NY zip code
 
9177042563



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lynn Bengston
37 North st
Belchertown, MA 01007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lesley Woodward
3303 Linden Rd.
Apt. 304
Rocky River, OH 44116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stanley Kaneshiro
408 Princess St
Kenai, AK 99611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.  And remember:
We are all connected.  Like it or not.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Richey
4664 SW Fairvale Court
Portland, OR 97221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eric Iverson
3056 Water st apt4
Stevens Point, WI 54481



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheryl Folwell
924 Rose Ave
Des Moines, IA 50315



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tim McKeever
209 E. Center St.
Yorkville, IL 60560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
G M
111
A, MN 55001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Darlene Jakusz
8380 Ambrose Ln
Amherst Junction, WI 54407



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
pascal molineaux
Casa "Viña del Mar" Callejón Colinas
Cali, ot 26540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
My message - Here in Australia we found that, after only about 10 years of total protection
in quite small Marine National Reserves, that DNA of over 40% fish caught outside those
reserves  indicated they were spawned in those reserves.
 
oooooooooooooooo
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Sutherland
8 Warriewood Place
Robina, GA 522468



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bret Smith
PO Box 2824
Santa Cruz, CA 95063



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Cindee Hill
3436 Londonderry Ct
Roanoke, VA 24018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jeff scannell
70 Liberty St.
Montpelier, VT 05602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Virginia Zagar
3107 N Kingsway Rd
3107 N. Kingsway Rd.
Thonotosassa, FL 33592



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Schaus
115 N Peck Ave
Lagrange, IL 60525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Wootton
4201 Garrett Road
Ithaca, NY 14850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jack Harmell
Retired
65 Eliot Street, #2
Natick, MA 01760



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Donna Bonetti
1170 Monroe Dr Apt B
Boulder, CO 80303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ms sue wadland
eastcombe manchester road
ninfield
battle, ot tn33 9jx



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
adam parks
19412 johnson dr
abingdon, VA 24201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Iris Lubitz
191 E El Camino Real #205
Mountain View, CA 94040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ronken Lynton
Fearrington Post
Pittsbro, NC 27312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
melanie rushing
po box 9447
college station, TX 77842



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Melissa Elbrecht
161 lakeview dr.
Franklin, OH 45005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shelly Keller
2717 Marty Way
Sacramento, CA 95818



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lindsey Baldewicz
3871 E Plankinton Ave
Cudahy, WI 53110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Sid Haney
1285 Nice Dr
Lexington, KY 40504
 
859 806-8605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brenda Collins
16 Nine Elms Avenue Uxbridge Midlesex
Uxbridge Middlesex
London, ot UB8 3TJ



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. a kasbarian
178 Boulevard
Kenilworth, NJ 07033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ben Oscar Andersson
55 My Street
My Hometown, IL 60601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Catherine Mulroe
 Montclair avenue
Montclair, NJ 07042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Hughes
1919 Blair St.
Williamsport, PA, PA 17701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alice Stevenson
1101 E 5250S
Victor, ID 83455



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Romans
1301 N Western Ave Unit 331
Lake Forest, IL 60045



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jon Kosiak
1014 Devonshire
Bloomington, MN 55431



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathy Spera
9393 County Road 4136
Tyler, TX 75706



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carla Newberry
5588 Elm Hill Dr
Solon, OH 44139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Mellick
1122 CR5
Ridgway, CO 81432



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Phyllis Burks
5422 Glenwick Lane
Apt/Suite
Dallas, TX 75209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. v paglia
35 w hook
hopewell jct, NY 12533



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charline Brock
PO Box 128
Ramsey , NJ 07430



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
CHAD HILLESLAND
6716 East 91st ST
Tulsa, OK 74133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Melanie Wells
7930 East Cedar Ave
Denver, CO 80230



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sara Wersinger
676 Clear Springs Holw
Buda, TX 78610



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brenda Collins
16 Nine Elms Avenue Uxbridge Midlesex
Uxbridge Middlesex
London, ot UB8 3TJ



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mike maffeo
4688 savage hills dr
Macon, GA 31210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alexandra Jett
511 E Bloomfield Ave
Royal Oak, MI 48073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
June Caminiti
37D Oliva Dr.
Novato, CA 94937



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Betty Weber
Ridgetop Dr.
Mount Juliet, TN, TN 37122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeff Eidman
1137 Sea Gull Lane
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Vincent Hardt
29W424 Butternut Ln
Warrenville, IL 60555



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dori Cole
68 Sterling Circle Apt. # 107
Wheaton, IL 60189



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amanda Collins
747 Matthew place
Richardson, TX 75081



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Richard Rothstein
8415 Whispering Woods Ct
8415 Whispering Woods Court, Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
Lakewood Rch, FL 34202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Davenport
8702 Pleasant Hill Road
Knoxville, TN 37924



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erin McRae
p o box 201416
austin, TX 78720



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kris Brooks
2952 S 14th St
Milwaukee, WI 53215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne-Barrie Hunter
390 Lois Dr
Louisville, CO 80027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chris Munton
67 Pendeford Ave
Wolverhampton, ot WV6 9EH



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Randy Marchand
72 Blossom St
Nashua, NH 03060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathryn Hughes
3 Cowage Cottages
Malmesbury, CA 90608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. P. D. Waterworth
10001 Old Franklin Ave
10001 Old Franklin Ave
Lanham, MD 20706



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Debbie Slack
418 Jefferson Dr
Lynchburg, VA 24502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I AM ENCOURAGED THET THE MID-ATLANTIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL IS
TAKING PRO-ACTIVE STEPS TO PROTECT VULNERABLE AND POORLY
UNDERSTOOD DEEP-SEA CORAL ECO-SYSTEMS. The Council has an opportunity to
prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such protections
would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the
Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
AMENDMENT 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans.
PLEASE PASS AND IMPLEMENT THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE MANAGEMENT
MEASURES IN AMENDMENT 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. LAMMY WEISMAN
532 NW 41st St
Oklahoma City, OK 73118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Nicholas Prychodko
PO Box 2138
Bridgehampton, NY 11932



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
robert cobb
821 view harbour rd
821 view harbour rd
knoxville, TN 37934



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David S. Nichols
5107 NE Couch Street
Portland, OR 97213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brenda Collins
16 Nine Elms Avenue Uxbridge Midlesex
Uxbridge Middlesex
London, ot UB8 3TJ



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. cindy curran
481 Ridge Rd
Bowdoinham, ME 04008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jim Keene
PO Box 301
Seal Cove, ME 04674



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dave Chu
Nichols Av
Syracuse, NY 13206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Brooke Harris
6017 Archstone Way
Alexandria, VA 22310



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Thibaudeau
P O Box 1823
Great Falls, MT 59403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Annie George
309 North 34th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Astrid Zunnun
Weilheimerstr. 8
Landsberg, ot 86899



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gabor Petry
914 S. Tremont Apt. C
Oceanside, CA 92054



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Shaw
12453 W. Paseo del Sol
Casa Grande, AZ 85194



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robbert Stuer
Heemraadssingel 125 B
Rotterdam, ot 3022CC



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Deb Breton
226 Environs Rd
Sterling, CA 94928



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amy Ferguson
214 Camerton lane
Townsend , DE 19734



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nancy Armitstead
3306 92nd St Apt 4R
Jackson Hts, NY 11372



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
dhyana mackenzie
21853 Ronald Dr
Lexington Park, MD 20653



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Tangney
15614 SE Dream Weaver Dr.
Happy Valley, OR 97086



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Caroline Gittings
616 Gifford Ln
Monkton, MD 21111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
james brady
4734 marlborough dr
san diego, CA 92116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wanda Ballentine
1181 Edgcumbe Rd
St. Paul, MN 55105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
R. Matilde Mésavage
1000 Holt AVe
Winter Park, FL 32789



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Evenson
PO Box 241526
San Antonio, TX 78224



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andi Jarrett-Johnson
23 Temple St., Apt. 6
Boston, MA 02114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessica Ramirez
6621 W. 86th Place
#108
Westchester, CA 90045



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. R. Schjolden
125 Cross St # 1
Southbridge, MA 01550



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jake Anderson
145 Spruce
Winston-Salem, NC 27106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Teri Koslen
29276 Bryce Rd.
Pepper Pike, OH 44124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Arlin Briley
219 4th Ave N Apt 300
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steven Bergman
3 Colby Ct
Manalapan, NJ 07726



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Johanna Dahlin
1315 Bramblewood Ln
Eugene, OR 97404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melanie Cameron
01 532 Anniesland Road
Glasgow, ot G14 9NT



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carol Farina
1030 Dudley St
Lakewood, CO 80215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joan Cole
655 Tysens Ln
Staten Island, NY 10306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sheila haigh
eastfields road
london, ot w3 0ab



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Giebler
W3937 Rowe Rd
Porterfield, WI 54159



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
V Evan
1338 W. Rosedale Ave
Chicago, IL 60660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bruce Berger
835 W. Main St.
Aspen, CO 81611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tom Tripp
3839 Bonneymoore Drive
Fort Collins, CO 80524



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Otmar Neuhoefer
Goethestr. 45
Riegelsberg, ot 66292



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nona Weiner
14238 Lucian Ave
San Jose, CA 95127



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Janell Curtis
1133 SW Goodman Ave
Port St Lucie, FL 34953



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Al Trutter
152 Glenarm Rd.
Glenarm, IL 62536



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Hieber
Steinerstr. 3
Memmingen, ot 87700



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lewis Koch
2661 E Johnson St
Madison, WI 53704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. janet maker
925 Malcolm Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
stacey gehrman
2150 Antiquity Way
Ontario, OR 97914



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Johann Schumacher
60-30 70th Avenue
Ridgewood, New York, NY 11385



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Judy Corak
4977 Hochberger Rd
Eau Claire, MI 49111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Phillip Godsey
7020 Weymouth Lane
Fort Wayne, IN 46835



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Honora-Bright Aere
1612 Shot Pouch Road
Blodgett, OR 97326



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martha Pirrone
1 N. Church Street
Apt. 1B
Middletown, MD 21769



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Denton
Edgewood Lane
Cinnaminson, NJ 08077



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Suzanne Chapelle
6021 Lakeview Rd
Baltimore, MD 21210, MD 21210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Rosa
P O Box 66488
Scotts Valley, CA 95067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Monica Firely
1236 13th St Apt C
Sarasota, FL 34236



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Neihart
6751 Geneva Ave. So.
Cottage Grove, MN 55016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martha Pirrone
1 N. Church Street
Apt. 1B
Middletown, MD 21769



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
chris salido
W hillsdale blvd
San mateo, CA 94403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cynthia Laughery
24352 Hwy 140
Eagle Point, OR 97524



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adam Barnes
1801 Honeysuckle Drive
Blacksburg, VA 24060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Abigail  Sugahara
1424 Edgcumbe Rd
Saint Paul, MN 55116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angela Peters
3325 N. Arlington Heights Rd. #500
Arlington Heights, IL 60004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kinga Csepreghy
2050 156th AVE SE
Bellevue, WA 98007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. fabienne kaufman
4455 Douglas Ave Apt 12A
Bronx, NY 10471



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Shawna Harbaugh
59 E 500 S
Jerome, ID 83338



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Longobucco
44 Pardee Place
Madison, CT 06443



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laraine Reedy
PO Box 556
PO Box 556
Blairstown, NJ 07825



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah Lipman
50 Stimson Ave.
Providence, RI 02906



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maria Elena de la Rosa-Young
5125  North Saint Louis Avenue
Chicago, IL 60625



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Schwartz
101A Rivervale Ct.
Freehold, NJ 08817



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Julio Rosaly
135 W 225th St
Bronx, NY 10463



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Romans
1301 N Western Ave Unit 331
Lake Forest, IL 60045



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dave Thibodeau
3 Simon Ranch Road
Corte Madera, CA 94925



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jill Dorsey
7418 Texas Avenue
Mentor, OH 44060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lawrence Crowley
441 Pheasant Run
Louisville, CO 80027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lawrence Crowley
441 Pheasant Run
Louisville, CO 80027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. joan scott
5632 cochin ave
arcadia, CA 91006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
K Lucas
10110 Margo Ln
Apt/Suite
Westminster, CA 92683



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
BRITTANY ROSAS
3051 via marina ct.
oxnard, CA 93035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Correa
95 Griswold Rd
Wethersfield, CT 06109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Becky Orahood
PO Box 122
Young, AZ 85554



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charles Seiter
6060 Via de Los Cerros
.
Pleasanton, CA 94566



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dawn Griffin
1347 NE 47th ave
Portland, OR 97213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lu Roth
65 Medbrook Way
Columbus, OH 43214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tony Sutcliffe
1, Broomfield Road
Headingley
Leeds, ot LS6 3 DE



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janice Ehrenhaft
17525 N Breckenridge Ln
Mount Vernon, IL 62864



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
lynne stokes
67 temple rhydding drive
baildon
bradford, ot bd17 5px



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wayne Mosteller
PO Box 1532
Silver City, NM 88062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Faulkner
436 Inspiration Ln
Gaithersburg MD 20878, MD 20878



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elaine Simon
7231 Cedar Rd
Memphis, TN 38135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chelsea Madison
4386 Detroit Ave
none
Oakland, CA 94619



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. ben dugger
4981porky lane
st.james city, FL 33956



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Penny Wood
52 Linden rd
Bristol, CA 92648



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shawn Allaire
30 Royal Crest Drive Apt 8
Nashua, NH 03060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Petra Jenkins
1 Wayland Ave Unit 212N
Providence, RI 02906



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Edna Mathieson
17 Setchell Way
Londpn, ot SE1 5XR



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. elizabeth Kiernan
34 Pheasant Ln
Ridgefield, CT 06877



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Psera Newman
801 Sunset Dr.
Lexington, KY 40502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Fuschetto
64 Chalburn Road
West Redding, CT 06896



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dorothy Steele
2707 Maple St., Apt.A
Hopewell, VA 23860



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. tony moore
67 Temple Rhydding Drive
Baildon
Shipley, ot bd17 5px



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
PLEASE PROTECT!!!
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Poole
2416 E. Salem Pike
Marion, IN 46952



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nancy Montgomery
269 Pleasant Hill Loop Rd
269 Pleasant Hill Loop Road
Rutherford, NC 28139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Gregory
5717 Wagonwheel Trail
Castle Rock, CO 80104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sally Blakey
533 McDaniel Street
Sun City Center, FL 33573



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. penny white
280 Lafayette St
New York, NY 10012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kiu LEUNG
3303 Glacier Ridge Road
Middleton, WI 53562



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Lowe
P.O. BOX 978
Manor, TX 78653



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Katherine Holmes
Private
Ann Arbor, MI 48104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristen Robins
PO Box 640063
San Jose, CA 95164



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dale Lenat
706 S Walnut St
West Chester, PA 19382



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Graham King
1 Couston Street
Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland, UK, ot KY12 7QW



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. steve piku
PO Box 1156
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shirley Collins
Baden Way
eugene, OR 97402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Raymond Keeling
762 Panorama
Milford, MI 48381



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brittany Barker
6160 E 2nd St
Tucson, AZ 85711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark Porter
2841 n keating ave
Chicago, IL 60641



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Curt Sommer
18490 Lower Midhill Dr
West Linn, OR 97068



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Curt Sommer
18490 Lower Midhill Dr
West Linn, OR 97068



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jennifer Will
177 Village Cir
964 White Cloud Dr.
Morgan Hill, CA 95037



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeanne Hevener
96th
Martell, NE 68404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Roger Dorrell
61 Rover Drive
Birmingham, ot B36 9JU



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Perren
510 The Village Unit 303
Redondo Beach, CA 90277



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Connie Hansen
610 Twilight Trail
Richardson, TX 75080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Eckler
175 Everett Street
Lakewood, CO 80226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Esther Johnson
508 E Ventura Ave
Clewiston, FL 33440



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Timothy Tolbert
107 Puesta Del Sol
Los Gatos, CA 95032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Joyce Crowley
2127 Elder Ave
Morton, PA 19070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lana Henson
612 NW 34th St
Oklahoma City, OK 73106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Roger Dorrell
61 Rover Drive
Birmingham, ot B36 9JU



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Spellman
120 n sALINSA sT.
aPT2
sANTA bARBARA, CA 93103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. gary Beaumier
1415 Lake Shore Rd
Grafton, WI 53024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carrie Walker
169 Hague Rd
Dummerston, VT 05301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Wojtkiewicz
N1765 Sue Lane
Waupaca, WI 54981



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Phyllis Orner
Arborway
Boston, MA 02130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. jerry and donna weinstock
1 Bougainvillea Ave
one bougainvillea ave.
Key West, FL 33040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Fox
33, Dale Avenue
Longton
Preston, ot PR4 5YJ



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Polcsik
7074 Big Creek Pkwy
Middleburg Heights, OH 44130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Natalie Randle
8515 S IH 35
#4141
Austin, TX 78744



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Hunter
1125 W Willetta St
Phoenix, AZ 85007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
kathleen sakovitz
12 Pond St.
framingham, MA 01702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Buehler
PO Box 917
Lakeside, MT 59922



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carol Thompson
2874 Amy Drive
South Park, PA 15129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Rahbari
1717 Gregory St
Ypsilanti, MI 48197



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kristi Johnson Michiels
4701 San Leandro St Apt 1H
Oakland, CA 94601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cathy Chen
916 Silver Spur Rd. #108
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nora Megharbi
316 Lincoln St
112 School Lane
Santa Cruz, CA 95060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joan Bowden
46 Somerset Ave
same as above
Riverside, RI 02915



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Cunningham
9251 Bayberry Ave
Manassas, VA 20110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Colacino
20 Old Schoolhouse Rd
20 Old Schoolhouse Rd
Asbury, NJ 08802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nicole Strathmann
1375 Swan Dr
Florissant, MO 63031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. len fennessy
88 Cherry Ln
88 Cherry Lane
Levittown, PA 19055



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Armington
240 Boca Ciega Dr
Madeira Beach, FL 33708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Rodehaver
5159 Idylwild Trl
Boulder, CO 80301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zack Hall
1909 N. Beachwood Dr. #18
Los Angeles, CA 90068



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Fortin
420 G St
Salt Lake City, UT 84103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christine Austin
606 N. Saluki Dr.
Marion, IL 62959



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sara Weiss
127 Griffin Street
Smithville, ON L0R 2A0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jim Lewis
9535 NE 100th Street
Kansas City, MO 64157



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cherielynn Cook
2864 Majestic View Walk
Lexington, KY 40511



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
anna zancan
18 southern blvd
danbury, CT 06810



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Liz Amsden
5158 Almaden Dr
Los Angeles, CA 90042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angelina Coriandoli
8213 page
mtl, QC h8p 3m3



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Vivian Schatz
6907 Sherman Street
Philadelphia, PA 19119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Timothy Spong
317 W Division St Apt A
Dover, DE 19904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I'm encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We're only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Christine Gebhard
2 Oriole Dr.
Andover , MA 01810



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Gould
3053 Filmore Street
San Francisco, CA 94123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Esat Efe
24 Post Oak Drive
Richmond Hill, ON L4E4G8



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jaime Munera
105-14 martense ave
Corona, NY 11368



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
DEBORAH DOBSKI
PO Box 7
Haines Falls, NY 12436



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathy Parker
92 Richard dr
Portsmouth, RI, RI 02806



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jacoba Dolloff
4545 Taft Ave
La Mesa, CA 91941



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peggy Loe
13516 Tufts Court
Magalia, CA 95954



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Karen Blasche
22135 W Baseline Rd
Hillsboro, OR 97123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Larry Harper
333 s. 250 e.
orem, UT 84058



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marsha Lowry
1070 Mitchell Way
El Sobrante, CA 94803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathy Clark
10 Beech St
Bellingham, MA 02019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Russell Rivenburg
1716 NW 5th St
Chiefland, FL 32626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Russell Rivenburg
1716 NW 5th St
Chiefland, FL 32626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
K Taylor
1003 Sunrise Blvd
Naples, FL 34110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Raven Haber
9060 Palisade Avenue, 917
North Bergen, NJ 07047



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tom Linell
10 Sawmill Ln Apt 204
Enfield, NH 03766



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patty Viers
1148 Malcolm Rd
Toledo, OH 43615



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lois White
486 Tunnel Creek Rd
Grants Pass, OR 97526



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janice Rocke
Dome House  Palo Colorado Canyon
Carmel, CA 93923



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Claudia De Battisti
Via Ariosto 195 Sermide (MN) - Italy
Mantova (Italy), ot 46028



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Judy Caswell
PO Box 275
Highland, MI 48357



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
April Narcisse
PO Box 385437
Bloomington, MN 55438



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frances Allred
310 Leatherman St.
Taos, NM 87571



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 I'm writing to as a sometime research worker on the group of animals that includes corals.
 
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr David Knight
107 Teg Down MEads
Winchester, ot SO22 5NG



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
scott legleitner
2220 w. maple ave.
flint, MI 48507



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. f Ditlow
castle cove terr.
edgewater, nj, FL 33166



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Erik and Diane Thorell
192A Fordwych Road
London, ot NW2 3NX



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ruth Osburn
2832 Mccanless Rd
Nolensville, TN 37135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leah Santone
384 Pelham Street
Methuen, MA 01844



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. pamela joseph
24 bermuda road
westport, CT 06880



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Louis LaBrunda
66 Church Street
Liberty Corner, NJ 07938



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Louis Cox
360 Toad Rd.
Charlotte, VT 05445



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. sandy LYNCH
6425 Clover Blossom Ln Ne
Bremerton, WA 98311



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Bobroff-Hajal
5 Hathaway Lane
White Plains, NY 10605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lori Alaniva
119 Mesquite
South Padre Island, TX 78597



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ss Hester
908 Poplar Rd
Starkville, MS 39759



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah Lanzman
1784 Simmons Gap Road
Dyke, VA 22935



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Ferland
35 Pearl St.
Claremont, NH 03743



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Leitch
526 Reed St
Phila, PA 19147



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
wayne hansen
415 Julian Woods Ln
Julian, PA 16844



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
LESLIE SUTLIFF
9629 S BLAIR RD
ASHLEY, MI 48806



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Vikki Burns
127 Stuart Ave
Norwalk, CT 06850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Pamela Jarvie
1325 Welch St
Fort Collins, CO 80524



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
barbara Villet
208 Eagleville Rd.
Shushan, NY 12873



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. cheryle tracey
1218 Handy Oak Circle
West Palm Beach, FL 33020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leigh Sanderson
Clarke St.
Woodstock, ON N4S 7M5



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. lisa fenity
3000 Oak Ridge Dr
Horseshoe Bay, TX 78657



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Michelle Hampson
153 Cold Spring St
New Haven, CT 06511



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elsa Ashelford
1641 Manatt St
Lincoln, NE 68521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Dzubak
69 Elton Ave
Trenton, NJ 08620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lucas Deseglise
129 E 62nd St
New York, NY 10065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Don Vergara
131 Slice Drive
Stamford, CT 06907



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adil Khan
1863 W. Ashbury Ln.
Inverness, IL 60067, IL 60067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelley McQueen
34428-E135 Yucaipa Blvd.
Yucaipa, CA 92399



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carolyn Rowker
404 2nd St
Olyphant, PA 18447



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Keith LaPointe
523 E Walled Lake Dr
Walled Lake, MI 48390



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. lynn snyder
6550 NW 6th Ct
Margate, FL 33063



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Pier
405 Solano Ave
Sonoma, CA 95476



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike de Lange
grote Leliestraat 135B
Groningen, ot 9712st



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Jehn
180 South Atlantic Ave.
Cochranton, PA 16314



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Miller
109 Mason Ln
Oak Ridge, TN 37830



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Harry Corsover
Retired Psychologist
9850 Zenith Meridian Dr Apt 12-203
Englewood, CO 80112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
According to this morning's New York times, half of undersea species face extinction
unless we act fast to protect them. I'm particularly concerned about the potential for fishing
to be extended into currently pristine deep-sea coral areas, and I urge that the Mid-Atlantic
Fishery Management Council to take even more steps to protect the vulnerable and poorly
understood ecosystems. Please enhance the "Deep Sea Corals Amendment to the
Atlantic Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish Fishery management plan by adding the provision
that bottom-trawl fishing gear--including mid-water trawl gear--be  prohibited in the
canyons and deep-sea regions where corals grow.
 
Establishing a 200-meter broad zone and designating each of the defined canyons as off-
limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears would provide the highest conservation benefit
while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon.
 
I urge you, too, to implement new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Liza Davis
Mason Woods Drive
Atlanta, GA, GA 30329



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Davenport
730 South Gardner St.
Scottsburg, IN 47170



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Alan Scott
119 Pacific St
Apt. #1
Brooklyn, NY 11201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Cavette
PO Box 884
Bolinas, CA 94924



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brian Hires
2530 10th St
Boulder, CO 80304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Paul
105 Trevose rd
Trevose, PA 19053



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen Sacks
458 W. San Ramon #102
Fresno, CA 93704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Patrick Martin
1139 N Lafayette Blvd
South Bend, IN 46617



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cynthia Liss
901 80th Street
Apt. 6F
Brooklyn, NY 11228



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathy Bradley
1220 Fredericksburg Dr South
Lugoff, SC 29078



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joanna Dragich
812 W 181st St. Apt. 53
New York, NY 10033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Barbara Fumagalli
352 Calle La Sombra
Camarillo, CA 93010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Moonshadow
414 S Mill Ave
Tempe, AZ 85281



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rhonda D. 6/5/2007 Wright M.D.
1207 Druid Knoll Drive
Atlanta, GA 30319



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ruth C. Cassidy
351 Lake Dora Dr
West Palm Beach, FL 33411



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Arthur Swers
163 Happy Trails S.E.
Floyd, VA 24091



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Natalie Rabinowitz
2722 Juniper Avenue
Boulder, CO 809006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Chantal Salomon-Lee
427 E 6th St
New York, NY 10009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Katrina Cox
1930 New Hampshire Ave NW Apt 33
Washington, DC 20009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Vinett
5320 Village Way
Nashville, TN 37211
 
615.333.1180



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
W Smith
athens ave
ardmore, Pa., PA 19103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
k d
-
-, MI 49316



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jen Wittlinger
3353 Willow Brook Ct
Steamboat Springs, CO 80487



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelley Anderson
6903 Superior St Cir
Sarasota, FL 34243



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Roc Petoskey
6691 E. Broomfield Rd.
1202 Bruce
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Piera Fumagalli
352 Calle La Sombra
Camarillo, CA 93010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eric Jorgensen
430 Stonewood Dr
Eugene, OR 97405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tabitha Murphy
650 Old Shipyard Lane
Southold, NY 11971



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. jon grutman
251 N Almont Dr
1136 s. dunsmuir ave., los angeles, ca 90019
Beverly Hills, CA 90211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Taylor Brown
2202 NW 5th Pl
Cape Coral, FL 33993



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. melodie martin
2339 11th ave east
seattle, WA 98102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs Marie-Jeanne Leduc
95 St-Thomas, suite 203
Salaberry-de-Valleyfield, QC J6S2H7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Finally! but you getter hurry, the life of the oceans. and thus life on earth, is hanging on the
balance.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
NMireya Landin-Erdei
Coronado Dr
Bullhead City, AZ 86442



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathleen Lewis
250 Furnace Brook Pkwy Unit 3
Quincy, MA 02169



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Peter Newbern
12 Ramblewood Cir
Newbury, NH 03255



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathleen Lewis
250 Furnace Brook Pkwy Unit 3
Quincy, MA 02169



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marsha Gaines
13 Chiquita Blvd N
Cape Coral, FL 33993



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
laurie braun
441 garrett street
new westminster, BC v3l 3s3



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Linda Grahamq
1826 Meixner St. NE
Olympia, WA 98506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathe Garbrick
2944 Keats Ave
Manhattan, KS 66503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
, PA 16851



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs Marie-Jeanne Leduc
95 St-Thomas, suite 203
Salaberry-de-Valleyfield, QC J6S2H7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Allison Delavan
192 Crystal falls Drive
Fairview, NC 28730



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tom Reichel
553 Mallard
Rochester Hills, MI 48309



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Yolanda Holguin
6922 Benward Lane
San Antonio, TX 78250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynne Preston
638 Rhode Island St.
San Francisco, CA 94107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn Ridpath
9 Franklin St. #3
Montpelier, VT 05602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am very grateful and encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is
taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral
ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas
that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and
Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based
fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lisa Koehl
26 Mason Hill Rd
Brooklyn, FL 32174
 
8604283080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kevin Parks
823 Trenton Avenue
Point Pleasant, NJ 08742



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michelle Fournier
S. 4th Ave.
Ann Arbor, MI 48104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michele Langston
22116 Hwy 107 #28
Jacksonville, AR 72076



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bernard Lawrence
610 W 30th St
Austin, TX 78705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julie Aronson
278 Brey Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95409



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Miss Jennifer Scott
15930 Bayside Pointe West #703
Fort Myers, FL 33908



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cathy Reynolds
RR 2 Box 48D
Walters, OK 73572



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Todd
8835 SE 28th Ave
Portland, OR 97222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
margie borchers
po box 1290
santa barbara, CA 93101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Tammy Ozment
800 Crocus St. Unit 2
Johnson City, TN 37601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nancy Mallory
800 Mark Lane
Wheeling, IL 60090



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Pete Klosterman
Software Engineer
372 Central Park West Apt 12A
New York, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
kurt schwab
1825 Humboldt Street
Santa Rosa, CA 95404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nadya Tichman
1789 Leimert Blvd.
Oakland, CA 94602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. daniela dentico
402 Rushmore Ln
402 rushmore lane 53711 Madison WI
Madison, WI 53711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
pamela Hamilton
433 anchor lane
sacramento, CA 95605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Matthew Johanson
2301 Silvano Drive
Macungie, PA 18062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Neil Shargel
3940 ne 20th Ave
Portland, OR 97212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
MARILYN WAYTE
906 GRANT
WICHITA FALLS, TX 76301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sri Nair
183 Macdonell Ave.
Toronto, ON M6R 2A4



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Clifton Bain
PO Box 297
Arroyo Hondo, NM 87513



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Bryant
6210 E Bristol Harbour Cir
Houston, TX 77084



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dana Baxter
1863 Wazee St Apt 3D
Denver, CO 80202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. B. Blank
8520 SW 91st Ct
Miami, FL 33173



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Harold T. Hodes
102 Homestead Ter
Ithaca, NY 14850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
marilyn dougherRNC
8290 opal drive
anchorage, AK 99502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Irene Franck
250 West 104 Street
New York, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Al Krause
19 Pomander Walk
NYC, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
amanda osborne
6183 white tip road
jacksonville, FL 32258



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gia Machlin
865 West End Ave
New York, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alan Graves
14935 El Cameno Real Dr
Orland Park, IL 60462



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Stephanie Stone
689 Fort Washington Ave
New York, NY 10040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jean Gore
350 Ponca Pl # 175
Boulder, CO 80303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. patricia pados
3800 Farmersville Rd
Easton, PA 18045



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
nick evans
hayden park
santan valley, AZ 85143



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michelle Inere
5609 Ponte Verde Rd
Pensacola, FL 32507



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ricardo Prieto
joliette 16
México, ot 54958



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Memarie Christoforo
PO Box 80
East Parsonsfield, ME 04028



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
william lawson
ponderosa trail
calimesa, CA 92320



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
donna duran
17168 ballinger st.
northridge, CA 91325



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sharon Gale
1482 Campus Delivery
CSU
Fort Collins, CO 80521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Acher
27 Colonial Square
Peterborough, NH 03458



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lawrence Johnson
421 Westcliffe Ct
Raleigh, NC 27606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Steinbach
30 Hopkins Rd Apt 5
Liverpool, NY 13088



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Goh Guan Siang
272 Q Jalan Kampung Pisang
Georgetown, ME 11500



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Theresa Yandell
3737 Mariana Way
Santa Barbara, CA 93105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Calderwood
Topilejo 81
Mexico DF, NY 11040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Don Gauthier
8812 Glider Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90045



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely, david drummond
 
david drummond
5725 burlingame ave
richmond, CA 94804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Beatrice Battier
187 palomares
Ventura, 93003, CA 93003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lee Varian
38 Gordon Way
Princeton, NJ 08540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Hansen
fair oaks blvd
Carmichael, CA 95608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gloria Love
191 Warbranch Rd.
CENTRAL, SC 29630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Terri and Dave Barnard
16 W Canterbury Dr
Arlington Heights, IL 60004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Shimasaki
615 Long Rd
Glenview, IL 60025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gary McCuen
1825 Fairmount Av. S.
Salem, OR 97302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kathryn Simmons
1024 Brookhaven Dr
Aiken, SC 29803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Alexis Laine
1139 San Augustine
Bernalillo, NM 87004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph Alfano
235 E 57th St
New York, NY 10022



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ron Gerrard
66 Saint Johns Wood Ave
Henderson, NV 89002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Josh Becker
54 Woodfield Dr
Claymont, DE 19703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Buffaloe
4638 Westford Circle
Tampa, FL 33618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jean Kozel
207 River Brook Cir
Norristown, PA 19403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Irene Tremper
5800 Swarthmore Dr
Berwyn Heights, MD 20740
 
301-2201288



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Niendorf
508 Kelsando
Friday Harbor, WA 98250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amy Henry
22 Perkins Avenue
Northampton, MA 01060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
NANCY MUGLIA
MARCELINO CHAMPAGNAT,645
RIBEIRAO PRETO, ot 14110-000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Holly Hope
210 dennison
Little rock, AR 72305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Helo from British Columbia. I am guardedly encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council is taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood
deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of
fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the
objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for
Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance
ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Arlene Longson
0000 Nimpo Creek RD
Nimpo Lake, BC, BC V0L1R0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ulrik Bø Bersvendsen
Baglergaten 10
Bergen, ot 50525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
donna duran
17168 ballinger st.
northridge, CA 91325



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
william sweetling
22 robie st.
halifax, NS b1y2x6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Latika Young
180 Tier Street
Bronx, FL 32303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
K. Arnone
1770 Bay Ridge Pkwy Apt 2F
Brooklyn, NY 11204



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Catherine Whiteside
22103 Laurel Terrace Ct
Katy, TX 77450



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Myers
59 Flanagan Dr
Framingham, MA 01701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anel Lingenfelder
78 Nora
Pta, ot 0001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. mike hlat
11 sand street
buffalo, NY 14218



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
TODD PETERSON
80 Beech St.
Jay, NY 12941



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lindsay Southcombe
Baynards Villa
St Clement Street
Truro, AL TR1 1EH



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Fidel Arbolaez
5550 Highlands Vista Cir.
Lakeland, FL 33812



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Foster
4630 East Links Parkway
Cetennial, CT 80122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Strelke
7 Douglas Dr.
7 Douglas Dr.
North Easton, MA 02356



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patrick Julian
1341 S Burnside Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brian Christian
3121 15th Ave SE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jaime Nahman
21233 Colina Drive
Topanga, CA 90290



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Timothy Kelley
po box 205
Treadwell, NY 13846



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jens Gerth
rübengrund 2
magdeburg, MS 39130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gena Archer
650 blackfoot court
coaldale, CA T1K 7X6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
taylor june
4701 haverwood ln.
dallas, TX 75287



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susanne Carpenter
2004 Winding Lake Crt
Virginia Beach, VA 23456



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
I've just returned from Hawaii and I understand the importance of coral ecosystems to sea
life in that fragile habitat. Please pass and implement the strongest possible management
measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Les Hoffman
1510 Comanche Glen
Madison, WI 53704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Daviann McClurg
2036 Harold Ave
Salina, KS 67401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
bryan alexander
comp 56, site 16, rr8
Calgary, AB T2J 2T9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joan Andersson
1521 N Topanga Canyon Blvd
Topanga, CA 90290



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stan Fitzgerald
8699 Lomas Azules Pl
San Jose, CA 95135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Matt Larson
257 S. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Madeline Seveland
14418 Wildcrest Rd.
Minnetonka, MN 55345



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cindy Lewis
1885 Laguna Del Campo
Templeton, CA 93465



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. linda spanski
2154 S Coast Hwy
Oceanside, CA 92054



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Laura Geiger
202 12th St SE
Auburn, WA 98002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Simon Thoresen
440 Riverside Dr
New York, NY 10027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Beverly Plaviak
111 No Mail Please
Tallahassee, FL 32312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tedd Kawakami
4788A W Mountain View Dr
San Diego, CA 92116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sandra Goettling
PO Box 1427
PO Box 1427
Logandale, NV 89021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark DiMaria
9037 West 24th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. patricia pollack
6006 Lubao Ave
Woodland Hills, CA 91367



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. James Melloh MD
47 Sprague St
 S Portland, ME 04106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Wolford
515 S. Washington St.
Baltimore, MD 21231



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Don Thomsen
1106 S Woodfern
Spokane, WA 99202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Boettcher
110 S. Paterson St.
Madison, WI 53703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Ted 6/22/2010 von Hippel
6475 SW 83rd Street
Miami, FL 33143



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Spellman
2218 54th Street Ct NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98335



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. George Kiesel
37 Beverly Pkwy
Freeport, NY 11520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. d mcinnes
3421 Blossom St
Columbia, SC 29205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Belmont
166 Columbia Hts
Brooklyn, NY 11201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Robin Davis
2607 Eagle Rd
West Chester, PA 19382



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Eloise Robbins
32 Treaty Dr
Chesterbrook, PA 19087



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Kunick
20630 Jacaranda Road
Miami, FL 33189



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zachary Nelms
3753 SE GRANT ST
PORTLAND, OR 97214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
terri brown
 sw palatine st
portland, OR 97219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Kirby
160 Indianola Rd.
Pgh., PA 15238



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Danny Perrine
2630 Spring Valley Dr
Aiken, SC 29803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Liliana Pulvirenti
1639 Winding Brook Way
Windsor Mill, MD 21244



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
May Jones
PO Box 340
Sullivans Island, SC 29482



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelly Urban
417 Village Creek Dr
LITH, IL 60156



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bettemae Johnson
1217 Kirby NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Stewart
1107 Pine Glade Road
1107 Pine Glade Rd
Nederland, CO 80466



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurie Babicki
17 Cedar Lane
Titusville, NJ 08560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jeff Stromgren
711 W Lake St
Minneapolis, MN 55408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dennis Dehn
1219 SW Glendale Dr Apt B
Street 2
Topeka, KS 66604



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and little-understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council
has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely
pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems,
and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Catherine  Dean
69 Melbourne Ave.
Toronto, ON M6K1K6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sharon Plath
2193 Boxwood St
North Port, FL 34289



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Margaret Loomis
10206 Day Ave
Silver Spring, MD 20910



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. George Seals
732 Cedar Crest Dr
Nashville, TN 37209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joy Bryden
5032 SE Guido Bocci Dr
Milwaukie, OR 97222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dalile OUAI
7 rue de Metz
Paris, ot 75010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Vogele
2320 Cedar Way Dr
Dallas, FL 33917



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Justin Hoffman
2524 W Wilson Ave
Chicago, IL 60625



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Miller
2653 Northridge Ct
Ann Arbor, MI 48108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Scott Kampas
3706 Texas Ave
St. Louis, MO 63118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I could not be more pleased that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking
proactive steps to protect deep-sea coral ecosystems. You now have a window of
opportunity to save a significantly large colony of coral, necessary to the preservation of
many other useful and beautiful species. In other words, you have the power to prevent
the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine.
 
Such protections would be in line with the objectives of NOAA's Strategic Plan for Deep-
Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, as well as the Council’s recent efforts to advance
ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
I strongly support the designation of the proposed 200-meter broad zone of  each of the
canyons under review as off-limits to ALL bottom fishing gears. This would include mid-
water trawl gear, which, contrary to its name, does contact the sea floor. Safeguarding the
200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide an immense conservation benefit while
still allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon.
 
There should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening
up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16, as I understand it. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies,
such as vessel monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is
effectively implemented on the water.
 
Please do your part to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future
generations by establishing a strong and enduring plan. I also hope that a plan for
conservation in this case will set an precedent for similar, sensible and vital protections in
New England, around the U.S., as well as globally.  There is still a great deal we do not
know about the coral reefs and the ecosystems relying upon them. Their presence also
encourages diving, an important contribution to tourism, and one that is virtually harmless
to the environment.
 
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amy Splitt
208 Graves Ave
Blacksburg, VA 24060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Leslie Limberg
102 Red Fern Ln
Wentzville, MO 63385



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. carol broll
242 Bartron Rd
Tunkhannock, NY 10017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kat Miller
11242 S Lakeview Dr
Milton, FL 32583



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Leslie McLean
18022 Bigelow Park
Tustin, CA 92780



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Harrington
5420 Erickson Drive
Granite Bay, CA 95746



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Drop
egge 1
Albrandswaard, ot 3171DE



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Stratton
86 Washington St
Marblehead, MA 01945



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Mainprize
3606 Calibre Creek Pkwy
Roswell, GA 30076



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Judith Smith
2712 Grande Vista Ave
Oakland, CA 94601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jenifer Alexander
310 Rainbow Row Ct
Alpharetta, GA 30022



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
tara nicora
rosemead ct.
modesto, CA 95350



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pravin Yeapuri
128n, 40th street, apt8
omaha, NE 68105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. joyce jones
3275 E Cedar St
Decatur, IL 62521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Luke
47762 N Shore Dr
Belleville, MI 48111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bridget Spann
1210 Hancock Rd.
Williamstown, MA 01267



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Cermak
P.O. Box 5008
Bradenton, FL 34281



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Arlene Wiltberger
2573 San Carlos Ave
San Carlos, CA 94070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Allie Pappano
330 River road
Mattawamkeag, ME 04459



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Gherardi
435 Alberto Way Unit 16
Los Gatos, CA 95032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jens Strohkirch
Kleiststr. 45
Braunschweig/Germany, ot 38124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Noelle Royer
317 28th St
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christian Burchard
777 Pompadour Drive
ashland, OR 97520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hildegard Hix
8755 W 68th Place
Arvada, CO 80004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tammy Demanche
128 Ridgeview Rd
Weare, NH 03281



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Vvienne Lenk
251-31 42nd Avenue
251-31 42nd Avenue, Little Neck, NY 11363
Little Neck, NY 11363
 
7182247256



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julie Shivley
32305 S. Kropf Rd.
Canby, OR 97013



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Louis W Berndtson Jr
102 Hellstrom Rd
East Haven, CT 06512



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sherrell Cuneo
2330 N Edgemont St
Los Angeles, CA 90027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. anne whitefield
4301 Regis Ave
Durham, NC 27705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margaret Cornett
3104 Nollmann Rd
Millstadt, IL 62260



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Debbie Brush
1565 Willow Oak Road
Castle Rock, CO 80104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Z *qhygoem
3a Dorset Gardens
Brighton, ot BN2 1RL



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Alexis Pagoulatos
30 Carriage Pl
Edison, NJ 08820



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am a individual who loves to eat fish and shellfish, enjoys the seashore, and is deeply
concerned about the health of the oceans for the sake of their continuance, human
survival, other species' survival, and our earthly environment as a whole.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration. I believe such actions are of the highest importance.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nita Sembrowich
209 Putnam Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02139, MA 02139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
carollina Kormann B. Rodrigues
rua oliveira, 65
Florianópolis, NM 88056



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Adam D'Onofrio
25118 Smith Grove Rd.
Petersburg, VA 23803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Arthur IV
2209 W Gambit Trail
Phoenix, AZ 85085



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sofia Prentzas
123 st
LV, NV 89145



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laura Klein
55 Bethune St
New York, NY 10014
 
212-675-8008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Yvonne Prete
22 Linden Pl Apt 8
Brookline, MA 02445



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Patricia Kinsman
11671 N Europa Pl
Oro Valley, AZ 85737



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynne Karson
9615 Percussion Way
Vienna, VA 22182



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephen Smith
708 14th Ave
Bethlehem, PA 18018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Fanelli
321 E 42 St
New York, NY 10017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Baldwin
2177 E.Carriage lane
Sandy , UT 84124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Mary E Christman
PO Box 108
Buck Hill Falls, PA 18323



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. lora murphy
1915 Mikes Way
Owings, MD 20736



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Shane Nodurft
4025 N Pulaski Rd Apt 108
Chicago, IL 60641



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nicole Weber
356 Nature Walk
Pasadena, MD 21122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. tom Racanelli
4098 valeta
San diego, CA 92110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Valerie Lloyd
2288 Cedar Ln
Whitefish, MT 59937



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steve Kreider
954 Oak St
San Francisco, CA 94117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Breeden
19 Willow Brook Lane
Sullivan, ME 04664



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dick Jacke
9411 177th Pl NE Unit 1
Redmond, WA 98052



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ken Gilliland
7647 McGroarty Sreet
Tujunga, CA 91042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathy Moraski
7611 teal bay
Woodbury, MN 55125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
christiane collienne
clos de Bérine
Waterloo, ot 01410



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Rev Gregory Yaroslow
111 N Center St
Redlands, CA 92373



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dave Roitman
575 Bridge Road
Unit 9-2
Florence, MA 01062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. B Hylton
805 Summer Hawk Drive
#Z-152
Longmont, CO 80504



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Abigail Mack
4145 Tholozan Ave.
Saint Louis, MO, MO 63116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Falk
67-76 Booth Street
Apt 5B
Forest Hills, NY 11375



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Olivia Schlosser
9 Atwoodville Lane
Mansfield Center, CT 06250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Eleanor Dowson
2007 Mill Pointe Dr SE
2007 Millpointe Drive SE
Mill Creek, WA 98012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alberta Householder
4125 Park St N Lot 13A
St Petersburg, FL 33709



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bruce Blair
1121 Tillinghast Rd
East Greenwich, RI 02818



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Larraine Bogert
83 Wanamaker Ave
Oradell, NJ 07649



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. J Lindner
335 Clinton Heights Ave
Columbus, OH 43202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Don Salsburg
560 S. Seaview Ave.
Galloway, NJ 08205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rita Fahrner
271 Gates Street
San Francisco, CA 94110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah Collyer
160 S Randall Road
Aurora, IL 60174



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pandora Edmonston
4279 Grist road
Mariposa, CA 95338



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert L Davenport
5128 Montair Ave
Lakewood, CA 90712



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Marticek
P.O. Box 383
Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ 07423



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brian Morgan
325 B St
Davis, CA 95616



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Doug Landau
150 73rd St S
Saint Petersburg, FL 33707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Terry Johnson
1784 Peltier Lake Dr.
Centerville, MN 55038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janet Lyons-Fairbanks
94 Phillips Rd
Branchville, NJ 07826



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Travis Tindall
80 Apollo Road
Whitman, MA 02382



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeff H
4097 Rabbit Run Dr
Brooklyn, OH 37221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Maureen Besancon
11731 Stillwater Creek Rd.
Nevada City, CA 95959



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dawn Lillis
2729 MAITLAND CROSSING WAY
1108
Orlando, FL 32810



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. mark swanson
1555 Gleaner Hall Ct
Ann Arbor, MI 48105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jean Pagni
1290 Washington St.
Reno, NV 89503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Julie Levine
20569 Cheney Dr
20569 Cheney Drive
Topanga, CA 90290



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Paul
106 Taylor Ter
Hopewell, NJ 08525
 
6093338640



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Friedman
3190 NE 13 AV
Pompano Beach, FL 33064



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
tatiana Stanton
5765 Searsburg Road
Trumansburg, NY 14886



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Huffendick
1239 Oakhill Ave. SE
1239 oakhill Ave SE
Salem, OR 97302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Deb Hirt
2420 N Husband Pl
Stillwater, OK 74075



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Deb Millikan
3104 Fairwood Dr
Lafayette, IN 47909



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
SUSAN B C TOCHTERMAN
74 NIMS RD
KEENE, NH 3431



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Woodruff
199 Powerville Rd.
Boonton, NJ 07005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Rose
2021 E. Broadway
Tucson, AZ 85718



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rebecca Clark
7524 Lena Avenue
West Hills, CA 91307



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. R.M. Prol-Ledesma
Cd. Universitaria
Circuito de Investigacion
Mexico DF, ot 4310



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Greg Lyman
14166 107th Ave NE
Kirkland, WA 98034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Brenda Johnson
5875 Glacier Hwy Spc 26
Juneau, AK 99801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Viktoria Ford
1301 W Hill St
Champaign, IL 61821



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carla Behrens
904 Little Leaf Ct
Longmont, CO 80503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patty Wallens
1792 Franklin Dr
Charlottesville, VA 22911



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeffrey Schwartz
11904 Henry Fleet Drive
Kula, MD 20854



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. carol carne
1220 Tugwell Dr
Catonsville, MD 21228



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Langlais
1812 High Point Drive
Altoona, WI 54720



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. evelyn nitka
7145 bingham st
philadelphia, PA 19111
 
215-722-8542



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jamie Greer
10 Highland Place
West Orange, NJ 07052



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sylvia Black
11511 SW 39th Ave
Portland, OR 97219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Lusch
PO Box 750382
Torrey, UT 84775



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. gloria gannaway
3002 Oak Park Dr
Austin, TX 78704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. edwin skinner
238 clifton road
rocky mount, NC 27804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lillemor Dahlgren
Ostvägen 99B
UMEÅ, ot 906226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathryn Morse
510 W. 8th ST
El Dorado, AR 71730



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sharon Palm
1109 Stardust Drive
Menasha, WI 54952



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Sidney Ash
1708 Quail Run Ct NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Sidney Ash
1708 Quail Run Ct NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rocio Luparello
108 Lavenport Circle
Frederick, MD 21702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ya Hui Shih
12352 Estates Way
Draper, UT 84020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joshua Rettenmayer
121 Bloomsbury Avenue
Catonsville, MD 21228



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Fiona Richards
6567 Windfield ct
Loveland, OH 45140



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen Reid
299 quinlan avenue
Dekalb, IL 60115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tamara Black
2407 W Slaughter Ln
Austin, TX 78748



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debbie Kearns
26 Simmons Road
East Hartford, CT 06118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Vera Voegele
Ludwig-Marum-Straße 47
Karlsruhe, AL 76185



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charmaine Bradley
2243 Folkestone Way
West Vancouver, BC Canada
West Vancouver, BC V7S 2Y7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
lola quinlan
2323 ridgecrest rd
ft collins, CO 80524



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joel Stein
740 N. Main St.
clawson, MI 48017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Candace McGhee
HC 72 Box 67C
Parthenon, AR 72666



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
kathleen spencer
315 N Lake Ave #229
Duluth, MN 55806



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
E. Gallagher
130 West 42nd Street
New York, NY 10036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Navarre Bartz
211 S Knollwood Dr Ste 2302
Suite 2302
Blacksburg, VA 24060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. mike rogers
6008 1st St N
Arlington, VA 22203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
david ferry
15 San jose
pacifica, CA 94044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Share DuFresne
12120 E Gibson Rd # 2
Everett, WA 98204



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Ceder
4950 170th Lane NE
Ham Lake, MN 55304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steve Schueth
421 W Barry Ave
Chicago, IL 60657



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Goedinghaus
6822 Homan Ct.
Chino, CA 91710



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Teresa Yates
1205 Kesler Rd
Front Royal, VA 22630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jarid Manos
PO Box 1206
Fort Worth TX 76101, TX 77219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jeffrey Chanonhouse
89 Monroe St
Norwood, MA 02062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bruce Wallace
1335 Warmlands Ave
Vista, CA 92084



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kathleen Hall
2034 N Old Stage Rd
Mount Shasta, CA 96067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathleen Alexander
6110 Tyne St
Houston, TX 77007
 
713-863-1645



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bruce Kowkabany
1320 Pearl St
#240
Boulder, CO 80305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rozanna Herring
9 Church Lane
Lower Bemerton
Salisbury, ot SP2 9NR



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ava Torre-Bueno
1818 Tulip St
San Diego, CA 92105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Penelope Prochazka
3432 Corpus Christi
Simi Valley, CA 93063



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Valerie Justus-Rusconi
1005 Summit Road
Watsonville, CA 95076



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. W Crafts
7285 Spruce Mountain Loop NE
Rio Rancho, NM 87144



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Edward Costello
620 E Channel Rd
Santa Monica, CA 90402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jaime 5/26/2007 Cammarata RD
PA
1800 Hulseman St, PA 19145
 
ga_3445679



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Karli
1708 Kimmerling Ln.
Austin, TX, TX 78758



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Walsh
1463 Portland Avenue #2
St. Paul, MN 55104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Peggy Cavanaugh
122 Indigo Cove Pl
Melbourne Beach, FL 32951



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Minsook Kim
914 Main St Unit 1003
Houston, TX 77002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Antje Göttert
Katzenloch
Kempfeld, MN 55758



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
A N
-
p, IL 60585



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Caley Bovee
10175 W21st Ave
Lakewood, CO 80215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Diane Berl
17 Belvidere Street #9
Nazareth, PA 18064



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking steps to
protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an
opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the
Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gear, including mid-
water trawl gear, which has been shown to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding the 200-
meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation benefit while allowing
current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There should be no new
exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas
to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of Amendment 16.
Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Duncan Baruch
4502 SW Pasadena Street
Portland, OR 97219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah Salter
19432 71st Pl. W.
Lynnwood, WA 98036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marie Claire DeLuna
N2927 Banker Rd
Fort Atkinson, WI 53538



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mandi Lei
9164 Vista West Dr
West Jordan, UT 84088



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susie Fishman
288Edwards Village Blvd 11C
Edwards, CO 81632



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. paul busch
3023 Ellington Way
New Port Richey, FL 34655



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Gilbert
89 Frances Drive
Manchester, CT 06040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Blau
8100 Parkdale Dr
Austin, TX 78757



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristina Fedorov
6920 st. Hwy. 7
Maryland, NY 12116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. paul busch
3023 Ellington Way
New Port Richey, FL 34655



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Boyce
7061 Grantham Way
Cincinnati, OH 45230



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jill Klein Rone
30 applejack lane
berkeley springs, WV 25411



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jill Klein Rone
30 applejack lane
berkeley springs, WV 25411



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steven Nelson
608 Chardonnay Ln
Crystal Lake, IL 60014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Danielle Tran
191 Edenwold Dr NW
Calgary, AB T3A3S4



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike Bushaw
Summerdale
Dayton, OH 45424



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Alan Stenberg
156 Bypass Rd
Wells, ME 04090



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Luis Fuentes
3415 6th ave unit 900
San Diego , CA 92103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tammy Lettieri
2500 SW 15th St
Deerfield Beach, FL 33442



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jo wiest
6496 Gem Ln
Seminole, FL 33772



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Todd Monson
1127 Narcisco St NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Flanagan
27 Stream Lane
Levittown, PA 19055



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marilyn Mueller
6041 Coventry Circle
Alpharetta, GA 30004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roland Göttert
Katzenloch
Kempfeld, ot 55758



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
As a life long lover of marine life, my first stuffed animal was a whale, I am encouraged
that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive steps to protect
vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an
opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the
Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Catherine Zimmer
1790 Hague Ave
St Paul MN , MN 55104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
john randle
10504 sulphur mountain rd.
ojai, CA 93023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jessica Rogers
134 Iris Dr Lot 19
Hendersonville, TN 37075



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ella Reeves
1129 167 St
Vancouver, BC V2B6H7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard SCOBY
3205 Forest Ridge
Madison, WI 53528



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Fish
22 Hop Brook Road
Brookfield, CT 06804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gary Cook
709 Baylor St Apt C
Austin, TX 78703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rebecca S.
39 Pickering Ct
Germantown, MD 20874



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kirsten Lear
219 Anita Place
Santa Fe, NM 87505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Benjamin Fasching-Gray
5911 Queens Blvd Apt 5C
Woodside, NY 11377



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. DC Katten
41667 N 51st St
Cave Creek, AZ 85331



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. mark maxfield
161 Maricopa Dr
Los Gatos, CA 95032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deb Slotsky
34 meadowpark ct
orinda, CA 94563



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Deanne O'Donnell
137 Ron Drive
Derry, PA 15627



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. joyce robinson
8010 Covington Ave
Glen Burnie, MD 21061



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathi Lyons
6 Worthsham Drive
San Antonio, TX 78257



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Schiff
427 N
4
Oak Park, IL 60302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nicholas Gimbrone
11704 Briary Branch Ct
Reston, VA 20191



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
james billipp
96 Hancock St.
Lexington, MA 02420



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heather Bates
10956 SW Bretton Ct.
Tigard, OR 97224



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Edwards
163 Willow Street
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Stuckey
812 Vista Ridge Drive
Mount Horeb, WI 53572



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kenneth Evans
501 Antonia Drive
2501 Antonia Drive Niskayuna NY
Niskyuna , NY 12309



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jean Langford
11901 Pleasant Ridge Road, #612
Little Rock, AR 72223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisha Doucet
5135 Kingfisher Dr
Houston, TX 77035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. John Markowitz
151 W 86th St
151 West 86th Street
New York, NY 10024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Juanita Ryan
16010 Milvern Dr
Whittier, CA 90604



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joan Naeseth
100 w 59th St
Minneapolis, MN 55419



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Meredith Barrioz
109 Wardlaw Lake Rd.
Central, SC 29630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adrienne Metter
447 Foxen Drive
Enter your address line 2 here
Santa Barbara, CA 93105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adrienne Metter
447 Foxen Drive
Enter your address line 2 here
Santa Barbara, CA 93105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robbie White
1401 Billman Lane
Silver Spring, MD 20902



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn Knoll
44-133 Puuohalai Place
kaneohe, HI 96744



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Fay Renardson
1113 Woodvale Drive
Nashville, TN 37204



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donald Wilson
1217 PRINCETON AVE
Philadelphia, PA 19111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Claudette  Tooley
P.O. Box 521
Paw Paw , IL 61353



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
BA Moser
3 High Wood Rd.
Staatsburg, NY 12580



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sarah Andersen
1543 N Arthurs Ct
Fayetteville, AR 72701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Timm
161 N Lansdowne Ave
Lansdowne, PA 19050



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Arthur Bogie
PO Box 2104
La Conner, WA 98257



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Van Aman
701 Lebeau St
Arabi, LA 70032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sarah Andersen
1543 N Arthurs Ct
Fayetteville, AR 72701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Brenda Eckberg
1115 Tottenham Court
Washington, IL 61554



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Patricia Wilson
PO Box 7516
Spreckels, CA 93962



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. marc grub
241 beverley
toronto, ON l3t5w7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rebekah Palmer
6 Fernham Lane
Palm Coast, FL 32137



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Blair
11561 W Colony St
Boise, ID 83709



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. nancy gillis
5925 Laurel Canyon Blvd
Valley Village, CA 91607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Odilia Leal-McBride
805 Orchard Drive
Lufkin, TX 75901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Charles Wirth
605 Judson Ave
Hurley, SD 57036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. chris lane
9 Batesview Dr
Greenville, SC 29607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michele May
5205 Commander Court
Arlington, TX 76017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gill Fahrenwald
PO Box 2323
Olympia, WA 98507



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ann Logan
3470 Rocky Rd
Columbus, OH 43223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vafa Ansarifar
25 terri road
framingham, MA 01701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anne Pope
PO Box 156
Friday Harbor, WA 98250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
AM Canada
n. prospect ave
milwaukee, WI 53211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Christine Porrello
190 W Flat Hill Rd
Southbury, CT 06488



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Devin Savage
4533 Keeney St
Skokie, IL 60202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gail Hermosilla
517 Sleigh Dr.
Cross Junction, VA 22625



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judith Leon De Arayaes
379 Bradford Dr
Henderson, NV 89074



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lenore Dowling
2253 Moreno Dr
2253 Moreno Dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90039



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynn Jourdenais
1320 Standiford Ave., #227
Modesto, CA 95350



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. karla walters
213 N Taylor St
El Dorado, KS 67042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Shoenthal
601 Morningside rd
Charlotte, NC 28214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
l v
5
v, IN 46383



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Evangeline Englert
4824 Schuyler Ave.
La Mesa, CA 91941



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurie Tremblay
2355 rte fossambault
ste-catherine, QC G0A1L0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Daniel Fewster
4 Saddletop Ct Apt D
Cockeysville, MD 21030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Jim Summers
8901 Chisholm Ln
Austin, TX 78748



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Caroline  Sévilla
4 allée Marc chagall
Champs-sur-marne, ot 77420



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jacqui Franklin
87 Uptown Rd.
Ithaca, NY 14850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
                                      NOW!!!
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Dembski
65 maestas
Talpa, NM 87557



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wayne Lewis
4803 76th St
Lubbock , TX 79424



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leslie Cover
6175 Skyline Blvd
Oakland , CA 94611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Sudhir Pandit
8-B Lantana Gardens
Pashan Road
Pune, ot 410513



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tonia Deur
2105 Nw 2nd
Amarillo, TX 79106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marianne Hoffman
5005 Alpenglow Drive N. W.
Bremerton, WA 98312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Palmer
P.O. Box 705
Tonasket, WA 98855



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lisa S Matthews
29 Shadylawn Dr
Madison, NJ 07940



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Carl Veaux
3705 SE 3rd PL
Cape Coral, FL 33904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Blaise BRockman
370 Campus dr
Arcadia, CA 91007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amy Mueller
234 Laurelton
Rochester, NY 14609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
anita cohen
E. Bonanza Rd
Las Vegas, NV 89110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary O Barnard
221Silverwood Way
El Paso, TX 79922



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
que tran
curran rd
silver spring, MD 20901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tiffany Wade
426 29th st
San francisco, CA 94131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelly Kasper-Cushman
327 W. 1st St.
Bloomington, IN 47401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nancy Merrick
3012 Lansing Ct
Bend, OR 97701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Bodian
47 Piper Ln
Fairfax, CA 94930



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gary Keim
75 Bryn Mawr Ave
Lansdowne, PA 19050



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gregory Martin
16602 Royder Road
College Station, TX 77845



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeffrey Freilich
2840 County Route 1
Port Jervis, NY 12771



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Riikka  Poulsen
Tullirinne 2 i
Helsinki, ot 00700



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. brigitte tawa
4440 prado dr
boulder, CO 80303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
a l
3361 PARKER
AVOCA, NY 14809



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tal Kinnersly
Sugawa
Itoigawa, CA 94913



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
George-Terence Aitchison
4 La Butte
Luchapt, ot 86430



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christopher Horner
820 Indiana Ave
Venice, CA 90291



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mirinda Kossoff
137 Edgewood Dr.
Durham, NC 27713



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephanie Fairchild
6885 Sherrard Rd.
Cambridge, OH 43725



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joyce Ligthart
JOV laan
Amsterdam, ot 1053 XZ



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
What are you waiting for? Protect it! Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeri Fergus
PO Box 511
Redway, CA 95560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
steven hayworth
PO Box 970628
Ypsilanti, MI 48197



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kevin McPartland
2150 S Main St Ste 201
Salt Lake Cty, UT 84115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Harry Ong
1205 Ellison St.
Falls Church, WA 98125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lucille Roussin
243 West 99 Street, apt. 7B
New York, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elaine Morisano
10 Front Street #101
Collinsville, CT 06019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jean Biancalana
15648 Linda Ave
Los Gatos, CA 95032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Linda Fante
220 N Rosborough Ave
Ventnor City, NJ 08406



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Teresa MASIA PERALES
2 RUE JULES FERRY
EAUBONNE, ot 95600



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Anne Clare
8523 N Main St
Kansas City, MO 64155
 
816-436-8853



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bobbie Lindemann
283 Elm St N
Kimball, MN 55353



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Hoffman
POB 137
STANLEY, NM 87056



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aimee Miter
1286 University Ave
#837
San Diego, CA 92103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joshua Angelus
67 Hillside Avenue
Waterbury, CT 06710



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandra Goodstone
24 Steeplechase Road
Millstone Twp, NJ 08535



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dan Brown
405 Raleigh St
Bluefield, WV 24701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Christopher McDonough
16 Josephine Dr
Washingtonvle, NY 10992



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Carol Steinhart
104 Lathrop St.
Madison, WI 53726



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pamela Levesque
111 Audubon Road
Leeds, MA 01053



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maggie Schafer
4371 Pali Way
Boulder, CO 80301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wallace Rhine
22401 Fort Ross Road
Cazadero, CA 95421



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eileen Dailey
2646 E. Fountain St.
Mesa, AZ 85213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michelle Keating
517 SE 99th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98664



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
COUNCIL HAS AN OPPORTUNITY TO PREVENT THE EXPANSION OF FISHING INTO
AREAS THAT REMAIN LARGELY PRISTINE. Such protections would be in line with the
objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for
Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance
ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
PLEASE DO IT - NOW:
Specifically, I urge the Council to DESIGNATE THE PROPOSED 200-METER BROAD
ZONE AND EACH OF THE DEFINED CANYONS AS OFF-LIMITS to all destructive
bottom fishing gears. This should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been
documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons
will PROVIDE THE HIGHEST CONSERVATION BENEFIT WHILE ALLOWING CURRENT
FISHERIES ACCESS to the areas that they most rely upon.
 
THERE SHOULD BE  N O  EXEMPTIONS beyond those in the document, as the risk of
opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the
objectives of Amendment 16.
 
Furthermore, I support the USE OF NEW TECHNOLOGIES, such as vessel monitoring
systems, aboard fishing vessels TO HELP ENSURE THE PLAN IS EFFECTIVELY
IMPLEMENTED on the water.
 
I urge you to SAFEGUARD THESE ECOLOGICAL TREASURES NOW AND FOR THE
FUTURE generations by establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example
for similar protections in New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. PLEASE
PASS AND IMPLEMENT VERY STRONG MANAGEMENT MEASURES IN AMENDMENT
16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. jl Keith
PO Box 603182
Providence, RI 02906



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susanna Blackwell
120 Tamarack Drive
Aptos, CA 95003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carole Vidali
337 Tecumseh Rd
Syracuse, NY 13224



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Klausing
624 Cross Lanes Drive
Apt. 11
Nitro, WV 25143



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Vicki Matheny
3007 richview park cir. south
Tallahassee, FL 32301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Todd Stoltey
4432 Baker Ave NW
Seattle, WA 98107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Wolf
1219 23rd St
San Diego, CA 92102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
david coons
4308 eastern ave n
seattle, WA 98103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laura Frame
75 Central Pkwy
Huntington, NY 11743



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gabriella Garofalo
Via Liscate 2
Milan, ot 20100



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Rodriguez
1128 N. Cahuenga Blvd.
#C2
Los Angeles, CA 90038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ellen Woodruff
9391 Knighton Rd
Saint Paul, MN 55125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kendra Waddell
383 N Wilmot Rd. Apt. 194B
Tucson, AZ 85711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anna Rough
724 S Saint Asaph St Apt B113
Alexandria, VA 22314



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Seccombe
388 Sequoia Ave
Redwood City, CA 94061



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erica McWilliams
3181 E Marquette Ave
Terre Haute, IN 47805



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jen Halbert
8415 4th Ave, Apt E5
Brooklyn, NY 11209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David Sundstrand
2020 Shair Dr
Reno, NV 89509



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alessandro Zabini
Via Lino Gucci 12
Bologna, ot 40133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Phil Klein
454 Sierra Trl
Coralville, IA 52241



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessica Miracola
114 Troutman St #521
Brooklyn, NY 11206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
lonna richmond
45 sunset way
muir beach, CA 94965



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joe Hollerich
5006 Windriver Drive
Mckees Rocks, PA 15136



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jerry Calhoun
P.O. Box 2098
Lakeside, AZ 85929



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. katherine tildes
89 Prell Circle
Brewster, MA 02631



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul McConnell
1910 Springdale Lane
Encinitas, CA 92024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
lonna richmond
45 sunset way
muir beach, CA 94965



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Mayerat
2949 Cloverbank Rd.
Hamburg, NY 14075



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Savige
5661 Craneybrook Lane, Apt. C
Portsmouth, VA 23703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Colleen McKenna
85 Old Pennellville Rd
Brunswick, ME 04011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nevena Barberi?
Preliva?ka 11
Beograd, ot 11211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. TAMMY WEATHERLY
975 WILSON SHARPSVILLE ROAD
CORTLAND, OH 44410



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Flo Wilder
P O Box 436
Hancock, ME 04640



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Misty Day
2313 E. Santa Fe Ave. #2
Fullerton, CA 92831



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mary clark
3909 Kennison Ave
Louisville, KY 40207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chey Richmond
3009 e. lee street
pensacola, FL 32503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chris McGratty
3700 Commonwealth Ave
Charlotte, NC 28205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steven Jervis
71 Carroll St Apt 5C
Brooklyn, NY 11231



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. KC Carney
401 S Evaline St
Pittsburgh, PA 15224



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. L Griebeler
5411 Exeter Dr
Richardson, TX 75082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judith Friend
1202Niagara Dr#24
Fort Collins, CO 80525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Macelhiney
50 Christopher Columbus dr
#3508
Jersey City, NY 12525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ieva Berzins
274 Beverly Rd
274 Beverly Rd. #3
Pittsburgh, PA 15216



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Arthur Gregorian
3906 Linwood Ave
Oakland, CA 94602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
carrie ousley
3968 altamont
oakland, CA 94605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Mark Hallett
6430 E. SR 45
Bloomington, IN 47408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Doug and Jan Parker
Road 25
18732 Road 25.8
Dolores, CO 81323



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sonia Vega
2633 Falls River Ave
Raleigh , NC 27614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Helen Leahy
11 Marshall Ave
Natick, MA 01760



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Tabatha Sieracki
11938 Herbert Ave
Warren, MI 48089



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Danya Kuperstein
1100 salem street
#87
Lynnfield, MA 01940



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Audrey Tillinghast
5337 Cucumber Branch Rd
Snow Camp, NC 27349



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Webber
Westford Road
Tyngsboro, MA 01879



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jamie Arbuckle
311 east 78th street
Apt 1-B
New York, NY 10075



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike kelly
808s pine street
Horseheads, NY 14845



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Teresa Bessette
PO Box 99
Soap Lake, WA 98851



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susie Barton
Ohara Ct
San Jose, CA 95133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
nancy friedman
po box7
bronx, NY 10464



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jen Powell
18830 Aura Rd
L'Anse, MI 48198



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Debra Rollins
20 N Chestnut
Augusta, ME 04330



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Griffiths
106 Della Villa De SE
Salem, OR 97302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
J. Radovsky
1133 Pine St.
South Pasadena, CA 91030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Julia Hathaway
25 Greystone MHP
Veazie, ME 04401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Enid Cardinal
2284 Mercer St
Baldwinsville, NY 13027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debbie Biere
7617 Meadowbrook Ln
Barnhart, MO 63012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
May Harvey
365 McCauley's Road
Apsley, ON K0L 1A0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Em Crone
317 Jefferson Ave
Downingtown, PA 19335



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Linda Smith
PO Box 422
Carmel By The Sea, CA 93921



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Burman
330 River Rd.
Felton, CA 95018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Miss Alexandra Mark
37453 Turnberry Ct.
Farmington Hills, MI 48331



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeffrey Bains
1721 Myrtle Beach Drive
The Villages, FL 32159



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron Polluconi
6123 ne Thompson
Portland, OR 97213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gene Cahill
224 Pine St
Hackettstown, NJ 07840



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Juliet Johns Pearson
18734 Bambi Ct
18734 Bambi Court
Grass Valley, CA 95949



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Penelope Navone
16402 Conestoga Rd
Hidden Valley Lake, CA 95467



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Lorentzen
14250 Chicken Dinner Road
Caldwell, ID 83607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Gretchen North
5140 Teesdale Ave
Valley Village, CA 91607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Liz Clark
3028 n halsted
Chicago, IL 60657



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brian McShane
3105 Pleasant Ridge Rd
Wingdale, NY 12594



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Gupton
6725 Morganford Rd
Charlotte, NC 28211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn duBrin
101 Bozenkill Road
Altamont, NY 12009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Glen Anderson
5015 15th Ave SE
Lacey, WA 98503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Joann Marsh
1872 Rhode Island Ave
Mc Lean, VA 22101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erika Ingato
6650 Powder Valley Rd
Zionsville, PA 18092



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jason von Kluge
4512 dexter rd
Ann Arbor , MI 48103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Fran Daversa
729 Springvale Rd
Great Falls, VA 22066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stella Gambardella
Via Maestro Gaetano Capocci
24
Roma, ot 00199



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maria Miller
649 Conger NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol  Lachata
4011 Alzada Rd
Altadena, CA 91001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Holger Mathews
96166 Sylvester Rd. Sw.
Normandy Park, WA 98166



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mary ellis
3759 E Newport Ct
Bloomington, IN 47401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gill Bourne
9th Street
Johannesburg, MD 21920



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. chris baillio
1775 Ofarrell St Apt 23
San Francisco, CA 94115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Puca
535 dean street apt.#306
Brooklyn, NY 11217



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. J. Ford
 
J. Ford
436  32 Av
Calgary, AB T2V0A7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gill Bourne
9th Street
Johannesburg, MD 21920



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
isabelle boisgard
avenue st louis
st raymond, QC G3L3S5



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Becky Breeding
PO Box 672569
Chugiak, AK 99567



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. marjorie clisson
guernéhué des saints
Grand Champ, ot 56390



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Miller
142 Benton Road
Stevensville, MD 21666



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Penny Heintz
PO Box 362
Cedar Ridge, CA 95924



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Barbara MacAlpine
16318 Hidden View
San Antonio, TX 78232



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christine Carol Abraham
Vicolo S Anna 33
Candia Canavese, NY 10010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephen Dahl
36 Diane Dr
Kingston, RI 02881



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erika Kane
6218 S Sconce Road
Hubbard, OR 97032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Brech
5813 Richardson Mews Square
Halethorpe, MD 21227



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alan Ehrenberg
W Deming Pl
Chicago, IL 60639



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Martin Bowie
4975 Twin Lakes Rd Apt 83
4975 twin lakes rd
Boulder, CO 80301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nick Gaetano
430 Ashton Dr
Laguna Beach, CA 92651



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Curtis Barnett
221 Loma Ave Apt C
Long Beach, CA 90803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Terry Tedesco-Kerrick
3042 E Squaw Peak Cir
3042 E Squaw Peak Circle
Phoenix, AZ 85016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Angela Porsch
116 Valencia Cir
Saint Petersburg, FL 33716



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike Peale
5 Worth Hill Lane
Aston, PA 19014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ronnie Bolling
118 Marlin Dr.
Ormond Beach, FL 32176



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Linda Drescher
9 S. Holman Way
9 S. Holman Way
Golden, CO 80401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jim Hanson
1020 Via Merano Ct
Winter Park, FL 32789



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gwenn Nusbaum
232 East 12th Street
New York, NY 10003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
una molyneux
62 Acton Street
London, VA wc1x 9nb



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
una molyneux
62 Acton Street
London, VA wc1x 9nb



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martin Lemke
1630 Main Street NW
Elk River, MN 55330



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Wynne
Middletown
Welshpool, ot SY21 8DF



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Sk'py Skwrrrl Kostis
7 Fox Hill Drive West
Warren, NJ 10001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marilynn Hall
720 Wild Acres Rd
Osteen, FL 32764



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. George Lewis
1852 6th St
Los Osos, CA 93402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Douglas Brown
5734 spring moon
San Antonio, TX 78247



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susi Higgins
611 N Brand Blvd
Glendale, CA 91203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Patricia Wiley
2063 Merrill Rd
Kent, OH 44240



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lori Newton
740 Gibsons Way
Gibsons, BC v0n1v9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amy Cordero
995 east canfield drive
ogden, UT 84404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Irena Franchi
301 174 St 2206
Sunny Isle Beac, FL 33160



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dale Janssen
17101 Parker Rd.
Homer Glen, IL 60491



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Britta Ryan
4692 carp ave
carpinteria, CA 93013



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christopher Nall
1225 Custer Ave
Colorado Springs, CO 80903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Gregory Park
107 Jubilee Pl
107 Jubilee Pl.
New Bern, NC 28560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christopher Ware
45746 Bridgeport Dr
Fremont, CA 94539



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. CARRIE LUNDBERG
9876 Sunflower Ln
Sandy, UT 84094



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Charles Mullen
6100 Ronald St NW
Canton, OH 44718



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. RICK EASTON
270 S Merritt Ranch Rd
270 S. MERRITT RANCH RD.
Cornville, AZ 86325



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessica  Denham
16233 Napa St.
North Hills , CA 91343



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandra Walters
345 N. Stateline Rd.
Driggs, ID 83422



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Donald Schwartz
2414 Sugarcone Rd
Baltimore, MD 21209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Renz
74 Lancaster Ave
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Carl Tyndall
5 Fordham Hill Oval
Bronx, NY 10468



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christine Daum
436 Red Fox LAne
Stevensville, MT 59870



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maryse Vrambout
1105 2nd St S
Stillwater, MN 55082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Hannah Bentley
1500 Rosecrans Ave Ste 500
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. noel blythe
212 Red Bud Dr
Saint Charles, MO 63303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jane Wilken
22 Cerrado Loop
Santa Fe, NM 87508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jessica Burlew
6216 373rd Ave
Burlington, WI 53105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Karen Fleming
6908 W 1st St
Tulsa, OK 74127



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janiece Jonsin
369 Montezuma AVe #407
Santa Fe, NM 87501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jeremy morris
55 Moorgate
Blickling
Norwich, ot NR11 6HP
 
01263 734281



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kim Larsen
RR 12 Box 939
Edinburg, TX 78541



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
K.G.H. Nicholes
10 Jawbone Rd
Martinsdale, MT 59053



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gayle Countryman-Mills
11906 Oden Ct.
Rockville, MD 20852



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vivian Deutsch
3815 Calle Joaquin
Calabasas, CA 91302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Allard
Main Street
Main Street
Lullington, ot de128eg



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. T Holliday
489 Lakepark Trl
Oviedo, FL 32765



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
peter kreher
sakrower landstr. 127a
14089 Berlin, ot 14089



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Stephanie Dickmeyer
414 Cedar St
Julesburg, CO 80737



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Earl Morse
39 Whiting Ave
Waterford, ME 04088



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. craig walker
623 n. edinburgh ave
los angeles, CA 90048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kally Goschke
87-2802 Mamalahoa highway
Captain cook, HI 96704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
AISHA FARHOUD
4750 16th ave ne
Seattle, WA 98105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jesika dazet
422 Larkfield Center #293
Santa Rosa, CA 95403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dwayne Campeau
1432 Cameo Dr
Tustin, CA 92780



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Patricia Rudner
5080 Laurel Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Sandra Costa
NY
NY
NY, NY 10035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sidne Baglini
4103 Battles Ln
Newtown Sq, PA 19355



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Kagan
885 Torbert Lane
Jersey Shore, PA 17740



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gerald Shaia
8103 San Fernando Road
Sun Valley, CA 91352



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
George Spagna
120 Courtside Dr
Ashland, VA 23005, VA 23005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mr & Mrs Leon Trumpp
1703 W 9th
1703 W 9th
Sedalia, MO 65301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lois Pfluger
Pioneer Rd
Red Wing, MN 55066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Adelaide Hanson
4324 Darwen Court
Tucker, GA 30084



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Ferguson
202 Westminster Rd.
West Palm Beach, FL 33405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lori Stokes
15 Lennon Road
Arlington, MA 02474



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cheryl Snyder
93 Kimball Beach Road
93 Kimball Beach Rd.
Hingham, MA 02043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lori van Dam
5 Kelveden Rd
Waban, MA 02468



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martha Atkinson
4161 Deer Creek Rd.
Valley, WA 99181



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Fisher
13407 SE Nixon Ave
Milwaukie, OR 97222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Bonita Staas
11294 N Henderson Rd
Orangeville, IL 61060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Patricia Smith
6860 Woodgate Ct
Colorado Spgs, CO 80918



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stu Backstatter
Northridge Dr.
Hailey, ID 83333



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christine Pikala
4825 34th Ave. So.
Minneapolis, MN 55417



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. jan lochner
3710 Hicks Rd
Sebastopol, CA 95472



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Keith Berger
355 Newcastle Street
Boca Raton, FL 33487



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Meryl Pinque
357 Odlin Rd
Bangor, ME 04401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. carla l
6769 Pine Lake Dr
Tinley Park, IL 60477



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Londa Fowler
3000 Eubank NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Grote
375 Jayne Avenue
Unit 201
Oakland, CA 94610



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jerry Cecere
105 Lost Lake Ct.
Folsom, CA 95630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gail Donath
401 e 88th st
NY, NY 10128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Liz Carlton
56 East Bridge Road
Chelmsford, ot CM3 5SD



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
alba vergata
67 thornhill bay
winnipeg, IA 223432



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Mertely
9359 E. ZAYANTE RD
Felton, CA 95018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
T Sebastian
17161 N Casita Springs Ct.
Surprise, AZ 85374



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Werner
39 Leonard Rd
Hamden, CT 06514



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Schueler
2120 Vermont Ave NW
APT #323
Washington, DC 20001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
alba vergata
67 thornhill bay
winnipeg, IA 223432



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Johnson
po box 135
Bradenton Beach, FL 34217



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cathy Joly
Main st
Temple, NH 03084



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
carol COONS
1808 n w fir ave
redmond, OR 97756



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amanda Sue Rudisill
P. O. Box 13196
Olympia, WA 98508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
n Curow
po box 941
Searchlight, NV 89046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ann Thryft
15520 Big Basin Way
Boulder Creek, CA 95006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Soon
121 Ladera Dr
santa cruz, CA 95060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chandra Woodhouse
509 Nanaimo Street North
Vancouver, BC V5L 3H1



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christina Manetti
PO Box 99097
Lakewood, WA, WA 98499



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tom R
PO Box
Phoenix, AZ 85024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Oligny
18305 LaSalle Ave.
Cleveland, OH 44119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David A. Kraft
3411 W. Diversey #16
Chicago, IL 60647



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kenneth Stinnett
119 Belcher Rd
Randle, WA 98377



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dorothy Starr
369 Montezuma Avenue #439
Santa Fe, NM 87501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tanya Milanowski
2373 94th Avenue
Apartment C
Osceola, WI 54020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
t 0
Patrón st
Woodlan Hills , CA 91364



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron Meier
7 CHERRY CT
APPLETON, WI 54915



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Gerritt and Elizabeth Baker-Smith
338 Braeside Ave
E Stroudsburg, PA 18301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa  Knight
370 Neff Avenue
Harrisonburg, VA 22801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brook Heimbaugh
11202 Alhambra Dr.
Austin, TX 78759



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Nowack
PO Box 895
31 Western Ave.
Marlboro, NY 12542



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Allyce Kimerling
333 E 15th St
Oakland, CA 94606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
diane liptack
6130 evanston avenue
indianapolis, IN 46220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gretchen Bailey
1230 Kenalan Dr
San Diego, CA 92154



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. martha schwartz
130 Tree Frog Ln
Santa Cruz, CA 95060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. STEPHEN PHILLIPS
801 Yale Ave Apt 828
Swarthmore, PA 19081
 
302-293-2197



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joseph Luchman
4460 560th Street SE
11
Iowa City, IA 52240



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brian Weissbuch
165 Tunstead Ave
San Anselmo, CA 94960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. jean layton
pob54
greensfarms, CT 06838



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elisabeth Ritter
Galgengartenstrasse 22
22
Schwabach, ot 91126



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Patterson
318 Leland Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sally Small
802 N Layman Av
Indianapolis, IN 46219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
madeline gwozd
129 hunt drive
florida, NY 10921



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marsha Gough
1048 South Street
Portsmouth, NH 03801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jai Parekh
1705 2nd Ave
New York, NY 10128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lea Lamb
451 E. Langsner St
Englewood, FL 34223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Steven Handwerker
PO BOX 880229
Boca Raton, FL 33488
 
561-417-2494



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
christina viljoen
4757 Fulmar Dr
Irondale, AL 35210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Blain
43447 Calle Carabana
Temecula, CA 92592



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. wilmer dagen
30995 Charles Barnes Rd
Westover, MD 21871



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. robert meier
6241 Morse Ave
North Hollywood, CA 91606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Blain
43447 Calle Carabana
Temecula, CA 92592



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Hartford
3580 Thomsen Rd.
Hood River, OR 97031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elliot Ross
Lyon St
Union Dale, PA 18470



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Donny Seals
221 N 32nd St
Louisville, KY 40212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pamela Kersting
176 Farm Gate Lane
Bolingbrook, IL 60440



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Pulliam
420 Alfa Drive
Frankfort, KY 40601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jenny Whitney
3757 Victory Dr.
South Park, PA 15129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Scott Zorc
1355 Fox Run Drive
Willoughby, OH 44094



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gerald Lorena
3522 Concomly Rd. S
Salem, OR 97306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Caroline Mead
728 carriage hill
Glenview, IL 60025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ashley Smith
110 Plain St
Pembroke, MA 02359



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Sheehy
4727 Alpine Dr.
Klamath Falls, OR 97603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William&Margaret&Scott Holcomb
190 Hawks Haunt Ln
Tryon, NC 28782



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maureen Ryan
2618 W Augusta Blvd
Chicago, IL 60622



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Silke Eichblatt
Teichstr. 8
Wiek, ot D 18556



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Chinn
134 Douglas Fir Cir
Cloverdale, CA 95425



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Antje Bakalov
18 Fillow Str
Westport , CT 06880



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue McCluskey
32915 Kolisch rd east
Carbonado, WA 98323



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pauline Taylor
2 Burke Close
London, NY SW15 5RR



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Roth
8818 Oak Trail Dr
Santa Rosa, CA 95409



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jody Hansell
8 Captain Dr Apt 462
Emeryville, CA 94608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lorraine Doherty
1001 14th St. NW
Rochester, MN 55901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Glenn Hufnagel
1174 Kensington Ave
Buffalo, NY 14215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tina Brown
5526 Sugarloaf Street
19400 Beardsley Way
Anacortes, WA 98221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Lovell
277 S 2nd St
277 S 2nd Street
Newark, OH 43055



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amber Davidson
1203 Dothan Rd
1203 Dothan Rd
Columbia, SC 29210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Vogen
21621 Oldfield Ave. N.
Scandia, MN 55073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristin Green
PO Box 767
Sault , MI 49783



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. deb Zak
24715 Saddle Peak Rd
Malibu, CA 90265



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gerald R. & Betty L. Smith
723 S. Ravencrest Avenue
723 S. Ravencrest Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Eric Schmidt
2221 Patterson Ave Apt H107
Key West, FL 33040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph M. Varon
244 Lindberg St
West Hempstead, NY 11552



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Heidi Shuler
4708 NW Harney St
Vancouver, WA 98663
 
850-473-9429



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elaine Alfaro
424 Gold Ave
Felton, CA 95018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
colleen sohn
53 N Euclid AVE
Pittsburgh, OR 97206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gabriela Fonseca
Nunez de Vela 871 y Corea
Quito, ot EC170135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gabriela Fonseca
Nunez de Vela 871 y Corea
Quito, ot EC170135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jan Kampa
3120 Hardin Way
Soquel, CA 95073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Inge Kessler
Dry Creek Rd
Healdsburg, CA 95448



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah Cherry
70 Mill St.
Toronto, ON M5A4R1



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Naomi Beth Gans
3630 Oxford Ave
Bronx, NY 10463



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dawn Caputo
307 Altovista Ct
Fort Mill, SC 29708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Leithauser
3624 Royal Fern Cir
Deland, FL 32724
 
386-738-0418



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Singer
Blush Hill estates
Waterbury , VT 05676



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anah McMahon
P.O. Box 126
Burlington, IL 60174



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of the
defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should include
mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation benefit while
allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There should be no
new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up these sensitive
areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of Amendment 16.
Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
Please safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Rick Potthoff
1814 Pine Village Dr
Houston, TX 77080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Rials
653 Raintree Cir
Coppell, TX 75019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heidrun Smith
952 Brandi Way
Central Point, OR 97502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Srijan Chakraborty
11614 NE 87th Ln
Kirkland, WA 98033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Margaret C. McHugh
31 Sagamore Trl
Sparta, NJ 07871



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Herbert Kramm-Abendroth
Allendorfer Str. 38
Frankfurt / Main, ot 60433



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Watson-Jones
16 Hughes River Road
Etlan, VA 22719



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Greg Meyer
5704 Potomac
St. Louis, MO 63139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Katherine McKee
1103 Fallston Rd
Shelby, NC 28150



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
celia apple
18904 Whitewater Lane
Dallas, TX 75287



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elise Schlaikjer
528 Leyden Rd.
Greenfield, MA 01301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jan Batchelder
490 McCracken Road
Lake Helen, FL 32744



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Layla Gordon
1608 W Pine St
Wichita, KS 67203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sara W. Baker
1300 SW Park Ave
Apt. 1710
Portland, OR 97201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Our ocean ecosystems have been threatened for long enough. I am encouraged that the
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable
and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to
prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such protections
would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the
Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Gustafson
1426 W Elmdale Ave Apt 1W
Chicago, IL 60660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Langton
PO Box 38
La Plata, MD 20646



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheilagh Bergeron
229 Bay Hill Rd.
Northfield, NH 03276



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Leanne Friedman
1576 Drake Dr
Davis, CA 95616



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Hayden
8205 N. Espe Rd.
Spokane, WA 99217



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
leah cooper
3303 W. Pensacola Ave
#2
chicago, IL 60618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. hiroshi suzuki
29438 Mammoth Ln
Canyon Cntry, CA 91397



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Denise Towle
77 6476 Walua Rd
Kailua Kona, HI 96740



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steve Dickman
1404 Livingston Pl
Vestal, NY 13850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Herndon
125 N. Brighton St. #231
Burbank, CA 91506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joyce Hartsfield
517 Tall Oaks Dr
Tillson, NY 12486



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Audrey Shepard
4208 rancho alegre
Albuquerque, NM 87120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Laura Kroeten-Bue
3412 Hennepin Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
christoph frei
forsterst 81
zurich, ot 8044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carmen Nichols
McQueen Road
Chandler, AZ 85225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynda Barry
493 Pio Drive
Apt 206
Wailuku, HI 96793



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
beata tyszkiewicz
krótka 2
gry?liny, ot 11034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cherie Erwin
4147 Beachmont Dr # A
Clinton, WA 98236



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tracey Smallwood
1322 Harwich dr.
Waldorf,, MD 20601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Colleen Hutchins
5 Capricorn Ln
Townsend, MA 01469



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
steve loxley
West 16th
Vancouver, BC V6K3C7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. carey pivcevich
9817 NE Irving St Apt 221
Portland, OR 97220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gabriela Till
1342 Loma de Naranjas
Escondido, CA 92027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Fischer
722 NW 7th Drove
Boca Raton, FL 33486



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jamie Starbuck
2577 Eagle Bay Dr
Orange Park, FL 32073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carolyn Rentschler
946 Lancaster Ave
Reading, PA 19607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Bradshaw
2322 Knickerbocker Dr
Charlotte, NC 28212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jon Hartwell
474 S Lima Circle
Aurora, CO 80012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dale Hillard
830 River Rd
Salinas, CA 93908



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Miller
P.O. Box 64
Grand Junction, MI 49056



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
w d
-
c, IL 60614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
To fully protect deep-sea corals, this plan must prevent bottom-trawl fishing gear from
being used in all of the canyons and deep-sea regions that harbor these ecological
treasures.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna D'Amico
5503 Cypress Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
rick canning
548 S Randall Rd
Aurora, IL 60506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jan Rexroth
1472 Kincaid Street
DuPont, WA 98512



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ed Bennett
204 West 27th Street
Vancouver, WA 98660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Margaret Lambert
Ivy House
Main Street
Hoveringham, ot NG14 7JR



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah Remy
44Paso Hondo
Carmel Valley, CA 93924



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rory Alden
2709 Dwight Way
Berkeley, CA 94704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
janet duran
13 4th sty
13 w 4th st
New York, NY 10012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joanna Dewey
531 Harrison Ave
Claremont, CA 91711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Gibb
5036 Revenue Street
Homestead, PA 15120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ryan burger
2209 n. 82nd st.
lincoln, NE 68507



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Twillman
955 Broadmoor Ln
Saint Charles, MO 63301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Twillman
955 Broadmoor Ln
Saint Charles, MO 63301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kenneth Bowman
2838 Rivers End Rd
Orlando, FL 32817



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Betty Combs
609 Skaggs Rd
Londonderry, OH 45647



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Scheelen
732 Ellendale Drive
Medford, OR 97504



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Tiarks
816 N. Hayworth Avenue  #1
Los Angeles, CA 90046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kyri Freeman
2700 Barstow Rd
2700 Barstow Road
Barstow, CA 92311



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christina Bulskov
2450 Newcastle Ave
Cardiff, CA 92007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Harold Barling
6164 Pine Villa Ave Unit 102
Las Vegas, NV 89108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Wayne Buckner
1768 Stillbrook CT
Lawrenceville, GA 30043
 
6783777894



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Curia
2048 N. 68th Place
Scottsdale, AZ 85257



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sydney Benson
4902 foote rd. unit 14
medina, OH 44256



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian de Castro
34 Mews Lane
South Orange, NJ 07079



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Beverly Bradshaw
305 Hamilton St
Fredericksburg, VA 22408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathy Johnson
301 Dancing Fox Rd.
Decatur, GA 30032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vanna Pichel
2966 Lundberg Ave.
Petaluma, CA 94952



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maureen Burke
16 Lexington Ln W Apt G
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Reita Troum
10002 Green Tree Rd
Houston, TX 77042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
corinne vanbegin
avenue rené piret
bruxelles, ot 1040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jo Wesley
10201 Mason Ave
Chatsworth, CA 91311



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Tyler
2564 Franki
Orange, CA 92865



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Edelstein-Zhang
108 Bowery
New York, NY 10013



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Scott
8 Sunnycroft Road
Leicester, ot LE3 6FT



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Victoria Stegle
6745 Lake Village Drive
Alexandria, VA 22315



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Pollock
625 Worthington DR, #401
Charlottesville, VA 22903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rachel Brand
5158 Hot Springs Rd
Fairmont Hot Springs, AZ 86326



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandy Repper
1 Connie Ln
Los Lunas, NM 87031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Edman
19290 oak Glen Ave
Morgan Hill, CA 95037



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Hughes
403 E 26th St
Houston, TX 77008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. mark gillono
1896 Sedgewood Ave
Aurora, IL 60503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cynthia Arnold
3634 Franklinville Road
New Windsor, MD 21776



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Meyer
4393 Fieldcrest Dr
El Sobrante, CA 94803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Steele
1517 E Colonial Pkwy
Roseville, CA 95661



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mirjam Kösterke
Ostkilverstraße
Herford, ot 32289



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Earth Thunder
4200 Tredwell Pl
4200 Tredwell
Boise, ID 83703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
S Neely
580365 Sideroad 60
Berkeley, ON N0H 1C0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marilee Lampman
140 Fairview Lane
Red Wing, MN 55066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carrie Copson
Celt Rd
 Stanardsville, VA 22973



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Combs
Wilbeam Ave.
Castro Valley, CA 94546



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
henry sanchez
po box 305
ojai, CA 93024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
pamela Brocious
340 E. 93rd St #14M
new york, NY 10128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. frank florin
n12902 273rd st
boyceville, WI 54725



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. frank florin
n12902 273rd st
boyceville, WI 54725



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hania Jakubowska
197 Kane Street
Brooklyn, New YOrk, NY 11231



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Holtz
3355 Heidelberg Dr
Addre
Boulder, CO 80305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sharon McCarthy
78 Marina Blvd
San Rafael, CA 94901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sharon McCarthy
78 Marina Blvd
San Rafael, CA 94901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aimee Millensifer
2087 S. Xenia Way
Denver, CO 80231



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heather Portis
102 sweetwater ct
LaGrangeg, GA 30240



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
betty raubenolt
414 stewart dr
fremont, OH 43420



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Strowd
4845 Manns Chapel Rd
Chapel Hill, NC 27516



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Enid Rosenblatt
4 E Close
Moorestown, NJ 08057



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
V R 9/1/2009 Sansone MD
CA
456 Robles Way
456 Robles Way, CA 94591
 
ga_3668541



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. andrew sessa
3153 Shore Pkwy
Brooklyn, NY 11235



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Teresa Richardson
2410 Kaiser Way
Antioch, CA 94531



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sharon Lieberman
36660 Annapolis Rd
Annapolis, CA 95412



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark Crane
2621 E Windrim Ct
Elk Grove, CA 95758



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Andrew Spitalny
16036 N 11th Ave Unit 1133
Phoenix, AZ 85023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Matthew Carlson
525 Kemmerer Rd
State College, PA 16801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
w d
-
c, IL 60614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charles Winter
2637 Dana Street
Berkeley , CA 94704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angela Frederick
2827 s linebarger tr
Milwaukee, WI 53005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patrick Thomas
13 Trask St
Gloucester, MA 01930



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Mitchell
732 Washington Avenue
Loveland, CO 80537



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nathaniel Harrison
4857 42nd Ave SW
Seattle, WA 98116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maggie Haller
1240A Tamm Ave
Saint Louis, MO 63139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I just read in the newspaper this morning that human activity is damaging the oceans more
than was ever realized before, so I am concerned and would like your organization as well
as others to pay attention to this and protect sea life, such as deep-sea corals.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarada George
1462 Elmwood Ave
Rochester, NY, NY 14620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ben King
661 west End Ave
New York, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Beverly Janowitz-Price
3020 N. 14th Street
Phoenix, AZ 85014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ginger ikeda
3320 15th st
Boulder, CO 80304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. travis alberhasky
7109 N Winchester Ave
Kansas City, MO 64119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bridget Magnus
6244 Brea Blvd
Las Vegas, NV 89118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brenda Theus
292 Rocky Shoals Drive
Midland, GA 31820



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Eve Fox
34 Bluestone Rd
Woodstock, NY 12498



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Nelson
1135 Willow Green Circle
Eau Claire, WI 54701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dianne J. Stein
25322 60th Ave
Little Neck, NY 11362



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Alan Pollard
Morley Road
Morley Road
Derby, AE DE21 4QY



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jordan Westerholm
1723 NE 90th St
Seattle, WA 98115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Christy Carosella
10720 107 Street
Ozone Park, NY 11417



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michelle Mehlhorn
Kensington Ave.
Richmond, CA 94805



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. nancy gillis
5925 Laurel Canyon Blvd
Valley Village, CA 91607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Odilia Leal-McBride
805 Orchard Drive
Lufkin, TX 75901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Charles Wirth
605 Judson Ave
Hurley, SD 57036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. chris lane
9 Batesview Dr
Greenville, SC 29607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michele May
5205 Commander Court
Arlington, TX 76017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gill Fahrenwald
PO Box 2323
Olympia, WA 98507



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ann Logan
3470 Rocky Rd
Columbus, OH 43223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vafa Ansarifar
25 terri road
framingham, MA 01701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anne Pope
PO Box 156
Friday Harbor, WA 98250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
AM Canada
n. prospect ave
milwaukee, WI 53211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Christine Porrello
190 W Flat Hill Rd
Southbury, CT 06488



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Devin Savage
4533 Keeney St
Skokie, IL 60202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gail Hermosilla
517 Sleigh Dr.
Cross Junction, VA 22625



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judith Leon De Arayaes
379 Bradford Dr
Henderson, NV 89074



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lenore Dowling
2253 Moreno Dr
2253 Moreno Dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90039



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynn Jourdenais
1320 Standiford Ave., #227
Modesto, CA 95350



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. karla walters
213 N Taylor St
El Dorado, KS 67042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Shoenthal
601 Morningside rd
Charlotte, NC 28214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
l v
5
v, IN 46383



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Evangeline Englert
4824 Schuyler Ave.
La Mesa, CA 91941



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurie Tremblay
2355 rte fossambault
ste-catherine, QC G0A1L0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Daniel Fewster
4 Saddletop Ct Apt D
Cockeysville, MD 21030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Jim Summers
8901 Chisholm Ln
Austin, TX 78748



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Caroline  Sévilla
4 allée Marc chagall
Champs-sur-marne, ot 77420



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jacqui Franklin
87 Uptown Rd.
Ithaca, NY 14850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
                                      NOW!!!
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Dembski
65 maestas
Talpa, NM 87557



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wayne Lewis
4803 76th St
Lubbock , TX 79424



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leslie Cover
6175 Skyline Blvd
Oakland , CA 94611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Sudhir Pandit
8-B Lantana Gardens
Pashan Road
Pune, ot 410513



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tonia Deur
2105 Nw 2nd
Amarillo, TX 79106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marianne Hoffman
5005 Alpenglow Drive N. W.
Bremerton, WA 98312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Palmer
P.O. Box 705
Tonasket, WA 98855



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lisa S Matthews
29 Shadylawn Dr
Madison, NJ 07940



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Carl Veaux
3705 SE 3rd PL
Cape Coral, FL 33904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Blaise BRockman
370 Campus dr
Arcadia, CA 91007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amy Mueller
234 Laurelton
Rochester, NY 14609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
anita cohen
E. Bonanza Rd
Las Vegas, NV 89110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary O Barnard
221Silverwood Way
El Paso, TX 79922



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
que tran
curran rd
silver spring, MD 20901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tiffany Wade
426 29th st
San francisco, CA 94131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelly Kasper-Cushman
327 W. 1st St.
Bloomington, IN 47401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nancy Merrick
3012 Lansing Ct
Bend, OR 97701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Bodian
47 Piper Ln
Fairfax, CA 94930



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gary Keim
75 Bryn Mawr Ave
Lansdowne, PA 19050



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gregory Martin
16602 Royder Road
College Station, TX 77845



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeffrey Freilich
2840 County Route 1
Port Jervis, NY 12771



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Riikka  Poulsen
Tullirinne 2 i
Helsinki, ot 00700



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. brigitte tawa
4440 prado dr
boulder, CO 80303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
a l
3361 PARKER
AVOCA, NY 14809



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tal Kinnersly
Sugawa
Itoigawa, CA 94913



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
George-Terence Aitchison
4 La Butte
Luchapt, ot 86430



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christopher Horner
820 Indiana Ave
Venice, CA 90291



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mirinda Kossoff
137 Edgewood Dr.
Durham, NC 27713



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephanie Fairchild
6885 Sherrard Rd.
Cambridge, OH 43725



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joyce Ligthart
JOV laan
Amsterdam, ot 1053 XZ



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
What are you waiting for? Protect it! Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeri Fergus
PO Box 511
Redway, CA 95560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
steven hayworth
PO Box 970628
Ypsilanti, MI 48197



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kevin McPartland
2150 S Main St Ste 201
Salt Lake Cty, UT 84115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Harry Ong
1205 Ellison St.
Falls Church, WA 98125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lucille Roussin
243 West 99 Street, apt. 7B
New York, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elaine Morisano
10 Front Street #101
Collinsville, CT 06019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jean Biancalana
15648 Linda Ave
Los Gatos, CA 95032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Linda Fante
220 N Rosborough Ave
Ventnor City, NJ 08406



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Teresa MASIA PERALES
2 RUE JULES FERRY
EAUBONNE, ot 95600



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Anne Clare
8523 N Main St
Kansas City, MO 64155
 
816-436-8853



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bobbie Lindemann
283 Elm St N
Kimball, MN 55353



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Hoffman
POB 137
STANLEY, NM 87056



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aimee Miter
1286 University Ave
#837
San Diego, CA 92103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joshua Angelus
67 Hillside Avenue
Waterbury, CT 06710



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandra Goodstone
24 Steeplechase Road
Millstone Twp, NJ 08535



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dan Brown
405 Raleigh St
Bluefield, WV 24701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Christopher McDonough
16 Josephine Dr
Washingtonvle, NY 10992



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Carol Steinhart
104 Lathrop St.
Madison, WI 53726



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pamela Levesque
111 Audubon Road
Leeds, MA 01053



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maggie Schafer
4371 Pali Way
Boulder, CO 80301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wallace Rhine
22401 Fort Ross Road
Cazadero, CA 95421



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eileen Dailey
2646 E. Fountain St.
Mesa, AZ 85213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michelle Keating
517 SE 99th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98664



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
COUNCIL HAS AN OPPORTUNITY TO PREVENT THE EXPANSION OF FISHING INTO
AREAS THAT REMAIN LARGELY PRISTINE. Such protections would be in line with the
objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for
Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance
ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
PLEASE DO IT - NOW:
Specifically, I urge the Council to DESIGNATE THE PROPOSED 200-METER BROAD
ZONE AND EACH OF THE DEFINED CANYONS AS OFF-LIMITS to all destructive
bottom fishing gears. This should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been
documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons
will PROVIDE THE HIGHEST CONSERVATION BENEFIT WHILE ALLOWING CURRENT
FISHERIES ACCESS to the areas that they most rely upon.
 
THERE SHOULD BE  N O  EXEMPTIONS beyond those in the document, as the risk of
opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the
objectives of Amendment 16.
 
Furthermore, I support the USE OF NEW TECHNOLOGIES, such as vessel monitoring
systems, aboard fishing vessels TO HELP ENSURE THE PLAN IS EFFECTIVELY
IMPLEMENTED on the water.
 
I urge you to SAFEGUARD THESE ECOLOGICAL TREASURES NOW AND FOR THE
FUTURE generations by establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example
for similar protections in New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. PLEASE
PASS AND IMPLEMENT VERY STRONG MANAGEMENT MEASURES IN AMENDMENT
16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. jl Keith
PO Box 603182
Providence, RI 02906



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susanna Blackwell
120 Tamarack Drive
Aptos, CA 95003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carole Vidali
337 Tecumseh Rd
Syracuse, NY 13224



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Klausing
624 Cross Lanes Drive
Apt. 11
Nitro, WV 25143



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Vicki Matheny
3007 richview park cir. south
Tallahassee, FL 32301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Todd Stoltey
4432 Baker Ave NW
Seattle, WA 98107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Wolf
1219 23rd St
San Diego, CA 92102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
david coons
4308 eastern ave n
seattle, WA 98103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laura Frame
75 Central Pkwy
Huntington, NY 11743



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gabriella Garofalo
Via Liscate 2
Milan, ot 20100



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Rodriguez
1128 N. Cahuenga Blvd.
#C2
Los Angeles, CA 90038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ellen Woodruff
9391 Knighton Rd
Saint Paul, MN 55125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kendra Waddell
383 N Wilmot Rd. Apt. 194B
Tucson, AZ 85711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anna Rough
724 S Saint Asaph St Apt B113
Alexandria, VA 22314



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Seccombe
388 Sequoia Ave
Redwood City, CA 94061



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erica McWilliams
3181 E Marquette Ave
Terre Haute, IN 47805



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jen Halbert
8415 4th Ave, Apt E5
Brooklyn, NY 11209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David Sundstrand
2020 Shair Dr
Reno, NV 89509



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alessandro Zabini
Via Lino Gucci 12
Bologna, ot 40133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Phil Klein
454 Sierra Trl
Coralville, IA 52241



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessica Miracola
114 Troutman St #521
Brooklyn, NY 11206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
lonna richmond
45 sunset way
muir beach, CA 94965



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joe Hollerich
5006 Windriver Drive
Mckees Rocks, PA 15136



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jerry Calhoun
P.O. Box 2098
Lakeside, AZ 85929



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. katherine tildes
89 Prell Circle
Brewster, MA 02631



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul McConnell
1910 Springdale Lane
Encinitas, CA 92024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
lonna richmond
45 sunset way
muir beach, CA 94965



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Mayerat
2949 Cloverbank Rd.
Hamburg, NY 14075



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Savige
5661 Craneybrook Lane, Apt. C
Portsmouth, VA 23703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Colleen McKenna
85 Old Pennellville Rd
Brunswick, ME 04011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nevena Barberi?
Preliva?ka 11
Beograd, ot 11211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. TAMMY WEATHERLY
975 WILSON SHARPSVILLE ROAD
CORTLAND, OH 44410



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Flo Wilder
P O Box 436
Hancock, ME 04640



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Misty Day
2313 E. Santa Fe Ave. #2
Fullerton, CA 92831



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mary clark
3909 Kennison Ave
Louisville, KY 40207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chey Richmond
3009 e. lee street
pensacola, FL 32503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chris McGratty
3700 Commonwealth Ave
Charlotte, NC 28205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steven Jervis
71 Carroll St Apt 5C
Brooklyn, NY 11231



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. KC Carney
401 S Evaline St
Pittsburgh, PA 15224



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. L Griebeler
5411 Exeter Dr
Richardson, TX 75082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judith Friend
1202Niagara Dr#24
Fort Collins, CO 80525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Macelhiney
50 Christopher Columbus dr
#3508
Jersey City, NY 12525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ieva Berzins
274 Beverly Rd
274 Beverly Rd. #3
Pittsburgh, PA 15216



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Arthur Gregorian
3906 Linwood Ave
Oakland, CA 94602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
carrie ousley
3968 altamont
oakland, CA 94605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Mark Hallett
6430 E. SR 45
Bloomington, IN 47408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Doug and Jan Parker
Road 25
18732 Road 25.8
Dolores, CO 81323



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sonia Vega
2633 Falls River Ave
Raleigh , NC 27614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Helen Leahy
11 Marshall Ave
Natick, MA 01760



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Tabatha Sieracki
11938 Herbert Ave
Warren, MI 48089



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Danya Kuperstein
1100 salem street
#87
Lynnfield, MA 01940



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Audrey Tillinghast
5337 Cucumber Branch Rd
Snow Camp, NC 27349



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Webber
Westford Road
Tyngsboro, MA 01879



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jamie Arbuckle
311 east 78th street
Apt 1-B
New York, NY 10075



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike kelly
808s pine street
Horseheads, NY 14845



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Teresa Bessette
PO Box 99
Soap Lake, WA 98851



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susie Barton
Ohara Ct
San Jose, CA 95133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
nancy friedman
po box7
bronx, NY 10464



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jen Powell
18830 Aura Rd
L'Anse, MI 48198



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Debra Rollins
20 N Chestnut
Augusta, ME 04330



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Griffiths
106 Della Villa De SE
Salem, OR 97302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
J. Radovsky
1133 Pine St.
South Pasadena, CA 91030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Julia Hathaway
25 Greystone MHP
Veazie, ME 04401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Enid Cardinal
2284 Mercer St
Baldwinsville, NY 13027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debbie Biere
7617 Meadowbrook Ln
Barnhart, MO 63012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
May Harvey
365 McCauley's Road
Apsley, ON K0L 1A0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Em Crone
317 Jefferson Ave
Downingtown, PA 19335



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Linda Smith
PO Box 422
Carmel By The Sea, CA 93921



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Burman
330 River Rd.
Felton, CA 95018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Miss Alexandra Mark
37453 Turnberry Ct.
Farmington Hills, MI 48331



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeffrey Bains
1721 Myrtle Beach Drive
The Villages, FL 32159



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron Polluconi
6123 ne Thompson
Portland, OR 97213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gene Cahill
224 Pine St
Hackettstown, NJ 07840



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Juliet Johns Pearson
18734 Bambi Ct
18734 Bambi Court
Grass Valley, CA 95949



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Penelope Navone
16402 Conestoga Rd
Hidden Valley Lake, CA 95467



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Lorentzen
14250 Chicken Dinner Road
Caldwell, ID 83607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Gretchen North
5140 Teesdale Ave
Valley Village, CA 91607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Liz Clark
3028 n halsted
Chicago, IL 60657



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brian McShane
3105 Pleasant Ridge Rd
Wingdale, NY 12594



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Gupton
6725 Morganford Rd
Charlotte, NC 28211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn duBrin
101 Bozenkill Road
Altamont, NY 12009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Glen Anderson
5015 15th Ave SE
Lacey, WA 98503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Joann Marsh
1872 Rhode Island Ave
Mc Lean, VA 22101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erika Ingato
6650 Powder Valley Rd
Zionsville, PA 18092



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jason von Kluge
4512 dexter rd
Ann Arbor , MI 48103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Fran Daversa
729 Springvale Rd
Great Falls, VA 22066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stella Gambardella
Via Maestro Gaetano Capocci
24
Roma, ot 00199



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maria Miller
649 Conger NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol  Lachata
4011 Alzada Rd
Altadena, CA 91001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Holger Mathews
96166 Sylvester Rd. Sw.
Normandy Park, WA 98166



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mary ellis
3759 E Newport Ct
Bloomington, IN 47401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gill Bourne
9th Street
Johannesburg, MD 21920



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. chris baillio
1775 Ofarrell St Apt 23
San Francisco, CA 94115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Puca
535 dean street apt.#306
Brooklyn, NY 11217



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. J. Ford
 
J. Ford
436  32 Av
Calgary, AB T2V0A7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gill Bourne
9th Street
Johannesburg, MD 21920



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
isabelle boisgard
avenue st louis
st raymond, QC G3L3S5



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Becky Breeding
PO Box 672569
Chugiak, AK 99567



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. marjorie clisson
guernéhué des saints
Grand Champ, ot 56390



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Miller
142 Benton Road
Stevensville, MD 21666



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Penny Heintz
PO Box 362
Cedar Ridge, CA 95924



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Barbara MacAlpine
16318 Hidden View
San Antonio, TX 78232



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christine Carol Abraham
Vicolo S Anna 33
Candia Canavese, NY 10010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephen Dahl
36 Diane Dr
Kingston, RI 02881



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erika Kane
6218 S Sconce Road
Hubbard, OR 97032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Brech
5813 Richardson Mews Square
Halethorpe, MD 21227



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alan Ehrenberg
W Deming Pl
Chicago, IL 60639



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Martin Bowie
4975 Twin Lakes Rd Apt 83
4975 twin lakes rd
Boulder, CO 80301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nick Gaetano
430 Ashton Dr
Laguna Beach, CA 92651



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Curtis Barnett
221 Loma Ave Apt C
Long Beach, CA 90803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Terry Tedesco-Kerrick
3042 E Squaw Peak Cir
3042 E Squaw Peak Circle
Phoenix, AZ 85016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Angela Porsch
116 Valencia Cir
Saint Petersburg, FL 33716



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike Peale
5 Worth Hill Lane
Aston, PA 19014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ronnie Bolling
118 Marlin Dr.
Ormond Beach, FL 32176



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Linda Drescher
9 S. Holman Way
9 S. Holman Way
Golden, CO 80401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jim Hanson
1020 Via Merano Ct
Winter Park, FL 32789



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gwenn Nusbaum
232 East 12th Street
New York, NY 10003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
una molyneux
62 Acton Street
London, VA wc1x 9nb



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
una molyneux
62 Acton Street
London, VA wc1x 9nb



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martin Lemke
1630 Main Street NW
Elk River, MN 55330



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Wynne
Middletown
Welshpool, ot SY21 8DF



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Sk'py Skwrrrl Kostis
7 Fox Hill Drive West
Warren, NJ 10001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marilynn Hall
720 Wild Acres Rd
Osteen, FL 32764



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. George Lewis
1852 6th St
Los Osos, CA 93402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Douglas Brown
5734 spring moon
San Antonio, TX 78247



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susi Higgins
611 N Brand Blvd
Glendale, CA 91203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Patricia Wiley
2063 Merrill Rd
Kent, OH 44240



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lori Newton
740 Gibsons Way
Gibsons, BC v0n1v9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amy Cordero
995 east canfield drive
ogden, UT 84404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Irena Franchi
301 174 St 2206
Sunny Isle Beac, FL 33160



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dale Janssen
17101 Parker Rd.
Homer Glen, IL 60491



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Britta Ryan
4692 carp ave
carpinteria, CA 93013



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christopher Nall
1225 Custer Ave
Colorado Springs, CO 80903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Gregory Park
107 Jubilee Pl
107 Jubilee Pl.
New Bern, NC 28560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christopher Ware
45746 Bridgeport Dr
Fremont, CA 94539



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. CARRIE LUNDBERG
9876 Sunflower Ln
Sandy, UT 84094



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Charles Mullen
6100 Ronald St NW
Canton, OH 44718



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. RICK EASTON
270 S Merritt Ranch Rd
270 S. MERRITT RANCH RD.
Cornville, AZ 86325



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessica  Denham
16233 Napa St.
North Hills , CA 91343



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandra Walters
345 N. Stateline Rd.
Driggs, ID 83422



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Donald Schwartz
2414 Sugarcone Rd
Baltimore, MD 21209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Renz
74 Lancaster Ave
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Carl Tyndall
5 Fordham Hill Oval
Bronx, NY 10468



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christine Daum
436 Red Fox LAne
Stevensville, MT 59870



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maryse Vrambout
1105 2nd St S
Stillwater, MN 55082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Hannah Bentley
1500 Rosecrans Ave Ste 500
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. noel blythe
212 Red Bud Dr
Saint Charles, MO 63303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jane Wilken
22 Cerrado Loop
Santa Fe, NM 87508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jessica Burlew
6216 373rd Ave
Burlington, WI 53105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Karen Fleming
6908 W 1st St
Tulsa, OK 74127



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janiece Jonsin
369 Montezuma AVe #407
Santa Fe, NM 87501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jeremy morris
55 Moorgate
Blickling
Norwich, ot NR11 6HP
 
01263 734281



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kim Larsen
RR 12 Box 939
Edinburg, TX 78541



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
K.G.H. Nicholes
10 Jawbone Rd
Martinsdale, MT 59053



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gayle Countryman-Mills
11906 Oden Ct.
Rockville, MD 20852



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vivian Deutsch
3815 Calle Joaquin
Calabasas, CA 91302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Allard
Main Street
Main Street
Lullington, ot de128eg



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. T Holliday
489 Lakepark Trl
Oviedo, FL 32765



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
peter kreher
sakrower landstr. 127a
14089 Berlin, ot 14089



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Stephanie Dickmeyer
414 Cedar St
Julesburg, CO 80737



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Earl Morse
39 Whiting Ave
Waterford, ME 04088



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. craig walker
623 n. edinburgh ave
los angeles, CA 90048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kally Goschke
87-2802 Mamalahoa highway
Captain cook, HI 96704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
AISHA FARHOUD
4750 16th ave ne
Seattle, WA 98105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jesika dazet
422 Larkfield Center #293
Santa Rosa, CA 95403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dwayne Campeau
1432 Cameo Dr
Tustin, CA 92780



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Patricia Rudner
5080 Laurel Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Sandra Costa
NY
NY
NY, NY 10035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sidne Baglini
4103 Battles Ln
Newtown Sq, PA 19355



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Kagan
885 Torbert Lane
Jersey Shore, PA 17740



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gerald Shaia
8103 San Fernando Road
Sun Valley, CA 91352



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
George Spagna
120 Courtside Dr
Ashland, VA 23005, VA 23005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mr & Mrs Leon Trumpp
1703 W 9th
1703 W 9th
Sedalia, MO 65301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lois Pfluger
Pioneer Rd
Red Wing, MN 55066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Adelaide Hanson
4324 Darwen Court
Tucker, GA 30084



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Ferguson
202 Westminster Rd.
West Palm Beach, FL 33405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lori Stokes
15 Lennon Road
Arlington, MA 02474



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cheryl Snyder
93 Kimball Beach Road
93 Kimball Beach Rd.
Hingham, MA 02043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lori van Dam
5 Kelveden Rd
Waban, MA 02468



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martha Atkinson
4161 Deer Creek Rd.
Valley, WA 99181



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Fisher
13407 SE Nixon Ave
Milwaukie, OR 97222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Bonita Staas
11294 N Henderson Rd
Orangeville, IL 61060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Patricia Smith
6860 Woodgate Ct
Colorado Spgs, CO 80918



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stu Backstatter
Northridge Dr.
Hailey, ID 83333



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christine Pikala
4825 34th Ave. So.
Minneapolis, MN 55417



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. jan lochner
3710 Hicks Rd
Sebastopol, CA 95472



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Keith Berger
355 Newcastle Street
Boca Raton, FL 33487



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Meryl Pinque
357 Odlin Rd
Bangor, ME 04401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. carla l
6769 Pine Lake Dr
Tinley Park, IL 60477



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Londa Fowler
3000 Eubank NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Grote
375 Jayne Avenue
Unit 201
Oakland, CA 94610



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jerry Cecere
105 Lost Lake Ct.
Folsom, CA 95630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gail Donath
401 e 88th st
NY, NY 10128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Liz Carlton
56 East Bridge Road
Chelmsford, ot CM3 5SD



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
alba vergata
67 thornhill bay
winnipeg, IA 223432



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Mertely
9359 E. ZAYANTE RD
Felton, CA 95018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
T Sebastian
17161 N Casita Springs Ct.
Surprise, AZ 85374



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Werner
39 Leonard Rd
Hamden, CT 06514



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Schueler
2120 Vermont Ave NW
APT #323
Washington, DC 20001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
alba vergata
67 thornhill bay
winnipeg, IA 223432



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Johnson
po box 135
Bradenton Beach, FL 34217



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cathy Joly
Main st
Temple, NH 03084



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
carol COONS
1808 n w fir ave
redmond, OR 97756



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amanda Sue Rudisill
P. O. Box 13196
Olympia, WA 98508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
n Curow
po box 941
Searchlight, NV 89046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ann Thryft
15520 Big Basin Way
Boulder Creek, CA 95006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Soon
121 Ladera Dr
santa cruz, CA 95060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chandra Woodhouse
509 Nanaimo Street North
Vancouver, BC V5L 3H1



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christina Manetti
PO Box 99097
Lakewood, WA, WA 98499



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tom R
PO Box
Phoenix, AZ 85024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Oligny
18305 LaSalle Ave.
Cleveland, OH 44119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David A. Kraft
3411 W. Diversey #16
Chicago, IL 60647



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kenneth Stinnett
119 Belcher Rd
Randle, WA 98377



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dorothy Starr
369 Montezuma Avenue #439
Santa Fe, NM 87501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tanya Milanowski
2373 94th Avenue
Apartment C
Osceola, WI 54020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
t 0
Patrón st
Woodlan Hills , CA 91364



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron Meier
7 CHERRY CT
APPLETON, WI 54915



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Gerritt and Elizabeth Baker-Smith
338 Braeside Ave
E Stroudsburg, PA 18301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa  Knight
370 Neff Avenue
Harrisonburg, VA 22801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brook Heimbaugh
11202 Alhambra Dr.
Austin, TX 78759



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Nowack
PO Box 895
31 Western Ave.
Marlboro, NY 12542



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Allyce Kimerling
333 E 15th St
Oakland, CA 94606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
diane liptack
6130 evanston avenue
indianapolis, IN 46220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gretchen Bailey
1230 Kenalan Dr
San Diego, CA 92154



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. martha schwartz
130 Tree Frog Ln
Santa Cruz, CA 95060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. STEPHEN PHILLIPS
801 Yale Ave Apt 828
Swarthmore, PA 19081
 
302-293-2197



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joseph Luchman
4460 560th Street SE
11
Iowa City, IA 52240



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brian Weissbuch
165 Tunstead Ave
San Anselmo, CA 94960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. jean layton
pob54
greensfarms, CT 06838



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elisabeth Ritter
Galgengartenstrasse 22
22
Schwabach, ot 91126



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Patterson
318 Leland Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sally Small
802 N Layman Av
Indianapolis, IN 46219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
madeline gwozd
129 hunt drive
florida, NY 10921



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marsha Gough
1048 South Street
Portsmouth, NH 03801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jai Parekh
1705 2nd Ave
New York, NY 10128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lea Lamb
451 E. Langsner St
Englewood, FL 34223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Steven Handwerker
PO BOX 880229
Boca Raton, FL 33488
 
561-417-2494



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
christina viljoen
4757 Fulmar Dr
Irondale, AL 35210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Blain
43447 Calle Carabana
Temecula, CA 92592



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. wilmer dagen
30995 Charles Barnes Rd
Westover, MD 21871



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. robert meier
6241 Morse Ave
North Hollywood, CA 91606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Blain
43447 Calle Carabana
Temecula, CA 92592



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Hartford
3580 Thomsen Rd.
Hood River, OR 97031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elliot Ross
Lyon St
Union Dale, PA 18470



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Donny Seals
221 N 32nd St
Louisville, KY 40212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pamela Kersting
176 Farm Gate Lane
Bolingbrook, IL 60440



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Pulliam
420 Alfa Drive
Frankfort, KY 40601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jenny Whitney
3757 Victory Dr.
South Park, PA 15129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Scott Zorc
1355 Fox Run Drive
Willoughby, OH 44094



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gerald Lorena
3522 Concomly Rd. S
Salem, OR 97306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Caroline Mead
728 carriage hill
Glenview, IL 60025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ashley Smith
110 Plain St
Pembroke, MA 02359



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Sheehy
4727 Alpine Dr.
Klamath Falls, OR 97603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William&Margaret&Scott Holcomb
190 Hawks Haunt Ln
Tryon, NC 28782



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maureen Ryan
2618 W Augusta Blvd
Chicago, IL 60622



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Silke Eichblatt
Teichstr. 8
Wiek, ot D 18556



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Chinn
134 Douglas Fir Cir
Cloverdale, CA 95425



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Antje Bakalov
18 Fillow Str
Westport , CT 06880



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue McCluskey
32915 Kolisch rd east
Carbonado, WA 98323



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pauline Taylor
2 Burke Close
London, NY SW15 5RR



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Roth
8818 Oak Trail Dr
Santa Rosa, CA 95409



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jody Hansell
8 Captain Dr Apt 462
Emeryville, CA 94608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lorraine Doherty
1001 14th St. NW
Rochester, MN 55901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Glenn Hufnagel
1174 Kensington Ave
Buffalo, NY 14215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tina Brown
5526 Sugarloaf Street
19400 Beardsley Way
Anacortes, WA 98221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Lovell
277 S 2nd St
277 S 2nd Street
Newark, OH 43055



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amber Davidson
1203 Dothan Rd
1203 Dothan Rd
Columbia, SC 29210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Vogen
21621 Oldfield Ave. N.
Scandia, MN 55073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristin Green
PO Box 767
Sault , MI 49783



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. deb Zak
24715 Saddle Peak Rd
Malibu, CA 90265



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gerald R. & Betty L. Smith
723 S. Ravencrest Avenue
723 S. Ravencrest Avenue
Bloomington, IN 47401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Eric Schmidt
2221 Patterson Ave Apt H107
Key West, FL 33040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph M. Varon
244 Lindberg St
West Hempstead, NY 11552



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Heidi Shuler
4708 NW Harney St
Vancouver, WA 98663
 
850-473-9429



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elaine Alfaro
424 Gold Ave
Felton, CA 95018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
colleen sohn
53 N Euclid AVE
Pittsburgh, OR 97206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gabriela Fonseca
Nunez de Vela 871 y Corea
Quito, ot EC170135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gabriela Fonseca
Nunez de Vela 871 y Corea
Quito, ot EC170135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jan Kampa
3120 Hardin Way
Soquel, CA 95073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Inge Kessler
Dry Creek Rd
Healdsburg, CA 95448



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah Cherry
70 Mill St.
Toronto, ON M5A4R1



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Naomi Beth Gans
3630 Oxford Ave
Bronx, NY 10463



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dawn Caputo
307 Altovista Ct
Fort Mill, SC 29708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Leithauser
3624 Royal Fern Cir
Deland, FL 32724
 
386-738-0418



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Singer
Blush Hill estates
Waterbury , VT 05676



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anah McMahon
P.O. Box 126
Burlington, IL 60174



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of the
defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should include
mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation benefit while
allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There should be no
new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up these sensitive
areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of Amendment 16.
Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
Please safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Rick Potthoff
1814 Pine Village Dr
Houston, TX 77080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Rials
653 Raintree Cir
Coppell, TX 75019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heidrun Smith
952 Brandi Way
Central Point, OR 97502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Srijan Chakraborty
11614 NE 87th Ln
Kirkland, WA 98033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Margaret C. McHugh
31 Sagamore Trl
Sparta, NJ 07871



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Herbert Kramm-Abendroth
Allendorfer Str. 38
Frankfurt / Main, ot 60433



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Watson-Jones
16 Hughes River Road
Etlan, VA 22719



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Greg Meyer
5704 Potomac
St. Louis, MO 63139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Katherine McKee
1103 Fallston Rd
Shelby, NC 28150



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
celia apple
18904 Whitewater Lane
Dallas, TX 75287



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elise Schlaikjer
528 Leyden Rd.
Greenfield, MA 01301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jan Batchelder
490 McCracken Road
Lake Helen, FL 32744



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Layla Gordon
1608 W Pine St
Wichita, KS 67203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sara W. Baker
1300 SW Park Ave
Apt. 1710
Portland, OR 97201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Our ocean ecosystems have been threatened for long enough. I am encouraged that the
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable
and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to
prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such protections
would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the
Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Gustafson
1426 W Elmdale Ave Apt 1W
Chicago, IL 60660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Langton
PO Box 38
La Plata, MD 20646



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheilagh Bergeron
229 Bay Hill Rd.
Northfield, NH 03276



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Leanne Friedman
1576 Drake Dr
Davis, CA 95616



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Hayden
8205 N. Espe Rd.
Spokane, WA 99217



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
leah cooper
3303 W. Pensacola Ave
#2
chicago, IL 60618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. hiroshi suzuki
29438 Mammoth Ln
Canyon Cntry, CA 91397



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Denise Towle
77 6476 Walua Rd
Kailua Kona, HI 96740



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steve Dickman
1404 Livingston Pl
Vestal, NY 13850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Herndon
125 N. Brighton St. #231
Burbank, CA 91506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joyce Hartsfield
517 Tall Oaks Dr
Tillson, NY 12486



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Audrey Shepard
4208 rancho alegre
Albuquerque, NM 87120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Laura Kroeten-Bue
3412 Hennepin Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
christoph frei
forsterst 81
zurich, ot 8044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carmen Nichols
McQueen Road
Chandler, AZ 85225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynda Barry
493 Pio Drive
Apt 206
Wailuku, HI 96793



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
beata tyszkiewicz
krótka 2
gry?liny, ot 11034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cherie Erwin
4147 Beachmont Dr # A
Clinton, WA 98236



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tracey Smallwood
1322 Harwich dr.
Waldorf,, MD 20601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Colleen Hutchins
5 Capricorn Ln
Townsend, MA 01469



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
steve loxley
West 16th
Vancouver, BC V6K3C7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. carey pivcevich
9817 NE Irving St Apt 221
Portland, OR 97220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gabriela Till
1342 Loma de Naranjas
Escondido, CA 92027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Fischer
722 NW 7th Drove
Boca Raton, FL 33486



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jamie Starbuck
2577 Eagle Bay Dr
Orange Park, FL 32073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carolyn Rentschler
946 Lancaster Ave
Reading, PA 19607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Bradshaw
2322 Knickerbocker Dr
Charlotte, NC 28212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jon Hartwell
474 S Lima Circle
Aurora, CO 80012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dale Hillard
830 River Rd
Salinas, CA 93908



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Miller
P.O. Box 64
Grand Junction, MI 49056



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
w d
-
c, IL 60614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
To fully protect deep-sea corals, this plan must prevent bottom-trawl fishing gear from
being used in all of the canyons and deep-sea regions that harbor these ecological
treasures.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna D'Amico
5503 Cypress Avenue
Carmichael, CA 95608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
rick canning
548 S Randall Rd
Aurora, IL 60506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jan Rexroth
1472 Kincaid Street
DuPont, WA 98512



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ed Bennett
204 West 27th Street
Vancouver, WA 98660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Margaret Lambert
Ivy House
Main Street
Hoveringham, ot NG14 7JR



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah Remy
44Paso Hondo
Carmel Valley, CA 93924



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rory Alden
2709 Dwight Way
Berkeley, CA 94704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
janet duran
13 4th sty
13 w 4th st
New York, NY 10012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joanna Dewey
531 Harrison Ave
Claremont, CA 91711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Gibb
5036 Revenue Street
Homestead, PA 15120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ryan burger
2209 n. 82nd st.
lincoln, NE 68507



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Twillman
955 Broadmoor Ln
Saint Charles, MO 63301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Twillman
955 Broadmoor Ln
Saint Charles, MO 63301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kenneth Bowman
2838 Rivers End Rd
Orlando, FL 32817



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Betty Combs
609 Skaggs Rd
Londonderry, OH 45647



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Scheelen
732 Ellendale Drive
Medford, OR 97504



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Tiarks
816 N. Hayworth Avenue  #1
Los Angeles, CA 90046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kyri Freeman
2700 Barstow Rd
2700 Barstow Road
Barstow, CA 92311



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christina Bulskov
2450 Newcastle Ave
Cardiff, CA 92007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Harold Barling
6164 Pine Villa Ave Unit 102
Las Vegas, NV 89108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Wayne Buckner
1768 Stillbrook CT
Lawrenceville, GA 30043
 
6783777894



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Curia
2048 N. 68th Place
Scottsdale, AZ 85257



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sydney Benson
4902 foote rd. unit 14
medina, OH 44256



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian de Castro
34 Mews Lane
South Orange, NJ 07079



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Beverly Bradshaw
305 Hamilton St
Fredericksburg, VA 22408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathy Johnson
301 Dancing Fox Rd.
Decatur, GA 30032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vanna Pichel
2966 Lundberg Ave.
Petaluma, CA 94952



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maureen Burke
16 Lexington Ln W Apt G
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Reita Troum
10002 Green Tree Rd
Houston, TX 77042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
corinne vanbegin
avenue rené piret
bruxelles, ot 1040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jo Wesley
10201 Mason Ave
Chatsworth, CA 91311



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Tyler
2564 Franki
Orange, CA 92865



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Edelstein-Zhang
108 Bowery
New York, NY 10013



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Scott
8 Sunnycroft Road
Leicester, ot LE3 6FT



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Victoria Stegle
6745 Lake Village Drive
Alexandria, VA 22315



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Pollock
625 Worthington DR, #401
Charlottesville, VA 22903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rachel Brand
5158 Hot Springs Rd
Fairmont Hot Springs, AZ 86326



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandy Repper
1 Connie Ln
Los Lunas, NM 87031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Edman
19290 oak Glen Ave
Morgan Hill, CA 95037



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Hughes
403 E 26th St
Houston, TX 77008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. mark gillono
1896 Sedgewood Ave
Aurora, IL 60503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cynthia Arnold
3634 Franklinville Road
New Windsor, MD 21776



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Meyer
4393 Fieldcrest Dr
El Sobrante, CA 94803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Steele
1517 E Colonial Pkwy
Roseville, CA 95661



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mirjam Kösterke
Ostkilverstraße
Herford, ot 32289



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Earth Thunder
4200 Tredwell Pl
4200 Tredwell
Boise, ID 83703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
S Neely
580365 Sideroad 60
Berkeley, ON N0H 1C0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marilee Lampman
140 Fairview Lane
Red Wing, MN 55066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carrie Copson
Celt Rd
 Stanardsville, VA 22973



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Combs
Wilbeam Ave.
Castro Valley, CA 94546



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
henry sanchez
po box 305
ojai, CA 93024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
pamela Brocious
340 E. 93rd St #14M
new york, NY 10128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. frank florin
n12902 273rd st
boyceville, WI 54725



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. frank florin
n12902 273rd st
boyceville, WI 54725



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hania Jakubowska
197 Kane Street
Brooklyn, New YOrk, NY 11231



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Holtz
3355 Heidelberg Dr
Addre
Boulder, CO 80305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sharon McCarthy
78 Marina Blvd
San Rafael, CA 94901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sharon McCarthy
78 Marina Blvd
San Rafael, CA 94901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aimee Millensifer
2087 S. Xenia Way
Denver, CO 80231



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heather Portis
102 sweetwater ct
LaGrangeg, GA 30240



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
betty raubenolt
414 stewart dr
fremont, OH 43420



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Strowd
4845 Manns Chapel Rd
Chapel Hill, NC 27516



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Enid Rosenblatt
4 E Close
Moorestown, NJ 08057



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
V R 9/1/2009 Sansone MD
CA
456 Robles Way
456 Robles Way, CA 94591
 
ga_3668541



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. andrew sessa
3153 Shore Pkwy
Brooklyn, NY 11235



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Teresa Richardson
2410 Kaiser Way
Antioch, CA 94531



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sharon Lieberman
36660 Annapolis Rd
Annapolis, CA 95412



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark Crane
2621 E Windrim Ct
Elk Grove, CA 95758



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Andrew Spitalny
16036 N 11th Ave Unit 1133
Phoenix, AZ 85023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Matthew Carlson
525 Kemmerer Rd
State College, PA 16801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
w d
-
c, IL 60614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charles Winter
2637 Dana Street
Berkeley , CA 94704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angela Frederick
2827 s linebarger tr
Milwaukee, WI 53005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patrick Thomas
13 Trask St
Gloucester, MA 01930



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Mitchell
732 Washington Avenue
Loveland, CO 80537



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nathaniel Harrison
4857 42nd Ave SW
Seattle, WA 98116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maggie Haller
1240A Tamm Ave
Saint Louis, MO 63139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I just read in the newspaper this morning that human activity is damaging the oceans more
than was ever realized before, so I am concerned and would like your organization as well
as others to pay attention to this and protect sea life, such as deep-sea corals.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarada George
1462 Elmwood Ave
Rochester, NY, NY 14620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ben King
661 west End Ave
New York, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Beverly Janowitz-Price
3020 N. 14th Street
Phoenix, AZ 85014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ginger ikeda
3320 15th st
Boulder, CO 80304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. travis alberhasky
7109 N Winchester Ave
Kansas City, MO 64119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bridget Magnus
6244 Brea Blvd
Las Vegas, NV 89118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brenda Theus
292 Rocky Shoals Drive
Midland, GA 31820



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Eve Fox
34 Bluestone Rd
Woodstock, NY 12498



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Nelson
1135 Willow Green Circle
Eau Claire, WI 54701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dianne J. Stein
25322 60th Ave
Little Neck, NY 11362



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Alan Pollard
Morley Road
Morley Road
Derby, AE DE21 4QY



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jordan Westerholm
1723 NE 90th St
Seattle, WA 98115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Christy Carosella
10720 107 Street
Ozone Park, NY 11417



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michelle Mehlhorn
Kensington Ave.
Richmond, CA 94805



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Thomas Dorsey
79 Hillside Ter
Belmont, MA 02478



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathy Kestell
15611 N Little Spokane DR
Spokane, WA 99208



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephen Sleeper
24716 Carnoustie Ct
Bonita Springs, FL 34135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jay Morren
461 Blackchamp
Waxahachie, TX 75167



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. DEBRA RINALDI
17 HICKORY LANE
BEDFORD, NY 10506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Edgar Tobachnik
47 Westwood Road
47 Westwood Road
Yonkers, NY 10710



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr Jim Ball
11609 Apache Trl
Conifer, CO 80433



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. CAT ALLEN
1485 Alamo Pintado Rd
p.o. box 635
Solvang, CA 93463



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Renato Campino
S. F. X.
Setubal, ot 2900



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Valerie Sherrill
210 Washington Blvd Apt 2
Youngstown, OH 44512



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Strozewski
7761 E. Bramble Berry Lane
Prescott Valley, AZ 86315



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Kornreich
103 Redwood Dr
North Syracuse, NY 13212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Pettit
19 Allwood Dr
Rochester, NY 14617



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dan Goehring
725 Wolf Creek Dr
Bigfork, MT 59911



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rocco Passafaro
5440 Auckland Ave
North Hollywood, CA 91601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn Treadway
1951 Circle Lane SE
Lacey, WA 98503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Silverman
5065 Rick Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95409



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bett Wurtz
2025 Pauline Ct.
Ann Arbor, , MI 48103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Hanson
1555 NW Leland St
Pullman, WA 99163, WA 99163



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Everett
1055 W 27th Ave
Anchorage, AK 99503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christina Linsenmeyer
23 City gate lane
Annapolis, MD 21401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Horne
8546 Crown Drive
Boynton Beach, FL 33436



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Cherri Gilbert
PO Box 1109
Eagle Point, OR 97524



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Arifa Goodman
PO Box 303
San Cristobal, NM 87564



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
diana kliche
3351 ridge pk ct
City
long beach, CA 90804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Graham
SF
SF, CA 94121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. w Shafer
350 S county Rd
Palm Beach, FL 33480



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Dan Silver
Executive Director
222 S Figueroa St Apt 1611
--
Los Angeles, CA 90012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joe Snyder
8640 Girard Ave N
Brooklyn Park, MN 55444



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Catharine Holt
486 Moana Way
Pacifica, CA 94044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brian Frederick
4247 Locust St Apt 314
Philadelphia, PA 19104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Waltjer
26875 465th Ave.
Tea, SD 57064



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Miskelly
218 N Tyrone Rd
Baltimore, MD 21212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Marcy Meachum
145th St.
Woodinville, WA 98072



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheila Ellis
Sunset dr
Panama City, FL 32403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
As an optical oceanographer who worked at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center on
various oceanographic research projects, including a collaboration with Jacques Cousteau
a number of years ago, andand having participated in an important Florida Current
mapping project between Florida and the Bahamas while a grad student at the University
of Miami prior to my NASA work:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon.
 
There should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening
up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
Please safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Ross McCluney, Ph.D.
 
William McCluney
219 Johnson Avenue



Cape Canaveral, FL 32920



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
deborah cady
9d ambassador drive
manchester, CT 06042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
deborah cady
9d ambassador drive
manchester, CT 06042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Forrest Rode
1616 Summit Ave Apt 502
Seattle, WA 98122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessea Greenman
Street
OAKLAND, CA 94609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Angela Leventis
205 Adams Street
Philipsburg, PA 16866



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel J. 3/26/2010 Sanchez Sr.
TN
1063 Redwing Dr, TN 38572
 
ga_3745189



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. LC Foong
lorong batai barat
KL, ot 50490



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Samantha Turner
1720 Sunset Rd
Brentwood, CA 94513



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrea Jordan
2166 Drew St. F-1
Clearwater, FL 33765



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Akankha Perkins
36 Pleasant St Apt 6B
Woodstock, VT 05091



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shirley Duncan
21 Waller St.
Apt. 1102
Austin, TX 78702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jerry Orr
607 n. wyomissing blvd
Wyomissing, PA 19610



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. cenie cafarelli
56 rand place
Rand Place
Pittsford, NY 14534



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maryann Simpson
10403 Chesterwood Drive
Spotsylvania, VA 22553



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Rob Grant
canning hwy
east frmantle, ot 6158



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deanne Anderson
35 Harding St
Agawam, MA 01001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rosemary Futrovsky
11112 Pinion Ct
North Potomac, MD 20878



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Reins
1635 Sherburne Ave. #9
Saint Paul, MN 55104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nikolay Sirotinin
5 Montague House
Sunderland Road
Durham, ot DH1 2LF



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Koegl
5 Quedo Road
Santa Fe, NM 87508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
talila stan
ben gurion 2
tel aviv, ot 63454



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Denise Pittluck
3713 Sonoma Circle
Lake In The Hills, IL 60156



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Natalie Van Leekwijck
Boterlaarbaan 184
Deurne, OR 97005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Jerome
5027 Strain Ct
El Paso, TX 79924



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jill ganassi
2 park ave
eastchester, NY 10709



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Taylor
PO Box 108
Corvallis, OR 97339



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Flater
802 Saunders Ct
Lutherville Timonium, MD 21093



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pete Katsouros
1322 Harwich Drive
waldorf, MD 20601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Suzy Berkowitz
14178 North Rd
Loxahatchee, FL 33470



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris OBrien
801 Waddell
Key West, FL 33040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Hillary Posvar
2128 Penmar Ave
Venice, CA 90291



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michelle Haugen
39W660 Caribou Trl
Saint Charles, IL 60175



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Wrinn
56 Harborview Ave
Milford, CT 06460



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rosanne Milligan
4820 Quail Canyon Dr.
Charlotte, NC 28226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. jim dixon
6745 peach tree circle
roanoke, VA 24018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen Lum
15 Thorpe Crescent
Brampton, ON L7A 1P7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marianna Mejia
1009 Hidden Valley Road
1009 Hidden Valley Road
SOQUEL, CA 95073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Man cannot continue to destroy this planet which is our only home.  We have to learn to
protect and share it with other species.  Man cannot be allowed to discriminately take what
he wants at the expense of destroying ecosystems thousands of years old which will not
be able to recover in the next several lifetimes.  Our children, grandchildren and future
generations have a right to see the wonders of the world which was given to us by the
creator.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carmen Bonilla-Jones
545 Yale Rd
Venice, FL 34293
 



941-497-7534



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lynn Biddle
48 Rice St # 1
none
Cambridge, MA 02140



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Donna Jensen
13163 Fountain Park Drive. # 107
Playa Vista, CA 90094



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Forman
2301 Braun Drive
Golden, CO 80401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Trina Cooper
2239 sw 331st st
federal way, WA 98023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kevin Freeman
820 Camp Ave
Gulfport, MS 39501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Beth Stanberry
PO Box 468
Asheville, NC 28802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Brown
121 Arbor Dr
Eugene, OR 97404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Habib
Cansler dr
Mobile, AL 36609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Anne Biby
1005 1st Ave E
1005 1st Avenue E
Kalispell, MT 59901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Hernan Alzuro
13820 N 64th St
Scottsdale, AZ 85254



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Thomas-Kruse
3056 Oal Hills Dr
Northampton, PA 18067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. William Rolls
226 Renfrew Ave
Trenton, NJ 08618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Adnana Mihaela Patrascoiu
266, M. Eminescu
Sf. Gheorghe/Tulcea, ot 99999



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Wechsler
1820 NE Vine Ave
Corvallis, OR 97330



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephen Duncan
26373 Township Road 41
Warsaw, OH 43844



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rainbow Dawn Di Benedetto
909 E Oltorf St Apt 101
Austin, TX 78704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Diane Luck
3204 NE 27th Avenue
Portland, OR 97212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
shawn johnson
407 w ave de los lobos marinos
san clemente, CA 92672



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janet Liss
3530 Monogram Ave
Long Beach, CA 90808



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Nancy L. Young
1400 SE Lava Dr Apt 25
Portland, OR 97222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janice Gloe
3100 Guido St
Oakland, CA 94602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kelly Rajkovic
620 Quail Creek
Manheim, PA 17545



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angela Park
2031 redesdale ave
Los Angeles , CA 90039



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Denise Kobylarz
313 Newark Pompton Tpke
Pequannock, NJ 07440



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. susan deane-miller
126 Hooker Ave
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
nanette cronk
11499 glen rd
Truckee, CA 96161



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. andrea vazquez
av uruguay 340
morelia mich, PA 58270



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debra Evon
4133 Grand Avenue S., #3
Minneapolis, MN 55409



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adrian Smith
PO Box 265 (110 Jones St)
Moncure, NC 27559



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. T Cho
120 Wall
NY, NY 07306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. John Feeney
515 Concord Ave
Boulder, CO 80304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jeff Levicke
12445 Albers at
Valley Village, CA 91607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Greg Navarro
266 Lyceum Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Mary Calvert
3853 Edinburgh Dr
Virginia Beach, VA 23452



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael McCuddin
6505 Wexford Ave SW
Port Orchard, WA 98367



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Trevor
108 Mountain Ave
New Rochelle, NY 10804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carl Singer
East st
Hicksville, NY 11801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charles Loeffler
950 Scottswood Dr.
950 Scottswood Drive
Monument, CO 80132



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jerry Nevins
3003 Landing Creek Rd.
Jefferson City, MO 65101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Malley
1609 S Gary St
Anaheim, CA 92804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Stewart
24 5th Ave
New York, NY 10011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrea Yakovakis
53 Madison Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02140



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Denise East
10635 johnson avenue
cupertino, CA 95014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rebecca McDonough
455 San Mateo Dr
Menlo Park, CA 94025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amitav Dash
26 Hasler Crescent
Guelph, ON N1L 0A2



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heather Forsythe
Georgia Road
Trumansburg, NY 14886



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amitav Dash
26 Hasler Crescent
Guelph, ON N1L 0A2



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathy McDaniel
3867-A Utah Place
St. Louis, MO 63116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Moriarty
15 Knox St
Staten Island,ny, NY 10309



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Mock
1412 Points Road
West Palm Beach, FL 33405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Bauer
2552 E Bayshore Dr
Dickinson, TX 77539



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laurie Black
3333 Wallingford Ave N Apt 103
3333 Wallingford Ave N
Seattle, WA 98103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Roberta Fox
34 Renee Ter
Newton Center, MA 02459



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Helen Bacon
83 chulA VISTA DR.
san rafael, CA 94901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Rona Leighton
10926 North Danbury Way
Boca Raton, FL 33498



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Fred Leonard
5091 N Camino De La Cumbre
Tucson, AZ 85750



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Dalla
267 Greenbriar Townhouse Way
Las Vegas, NV 89121
 
7025861199



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ron slosky
2025 1st
Seattle, WA 98119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sara Hart
POB 814
N. Myrtle Beach, SC 29597



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nancy Oliver
2254 Moreno Dr
Los Angeles, CA 90039



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cori Fukuchi
109 Cross Timbers Ct.
Weatherford, TX 76085



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
robert treat
1119 ne 43st
seattle, WA 98105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joe Rogers
PO Box 685111
Austin, TX 78768



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. suzanne schaem
PO Box 8029
New York, NY 10150



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Whyman
8452 Hosston Vivian Rd
Vivian, LA 71082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Cope
19191 Harvard Ave.
Irvine, CA 92612



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Florence Neuberger
827 Asa Gray Dr
Ann Arbor, MI 48105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Mac Krell
128 Moorehead St
Erie, PA 16508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Genoveva Martinez
3384 S Crown Dancer Dr
Tucson, AZ 85730



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms alice west
7315 NE Siskiyou St
n/a
Portland, OR 97213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jackie Stolfi
267 Harbor Lane North
Massapequa Park, NY 11762



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bob Lichtenbert
5307 W. Nelson St.
Chicago, IL 60641



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Linda Brebner
254 Highland Parkway
Rochester, NY  14620
Rochester, NY 14620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Huber
304 Court St
Newmarket, ON L3Y 3S5



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lorraine Elletson
Lunamar
Marbella, ot 20012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Harried
1763 Oak View Dr
Stoughton, WI 53589



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Corey Carlson
503 West 5th Street
Washburn, WI 54891



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
It's encouraging that that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking steps to
protect deep-sea corals. The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of
fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the
objectives of  NOAA’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and the
Council’s own efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each defined
canyon as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should include mid-water
trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding the 200-
meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation benefit while allowing
current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There should be no new
exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas
to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of Amendment 16.  I also
support the use of new technologies like vessel monitoring systems aboard fishing vessels
to ensure the plan is effectively implemented.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections
around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,  previously
unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We're only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jimy Tallal
31510 Anacapa View Dr
Malibu, CA 90265



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leslie Harper
86 Brookfield Rd.
Rochester, NY 14610



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ronald Sandstrom
1622 Olua St.
Minden, NV 89423



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kwvin Wightman
PO Box 922097
Sylmar, CA 91392



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carrie Mack
16340 Wayne Rd.
Livonia, MI 48154



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Vaughan
1302 N Rolling Rd
Catonsville, MD 21228



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Buckingham
2532 Vineyard Ln
Crofton, MD 21114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. michele Tornabene
PO Box 1483
Summerland, CA 93067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
margaret runfors
tunnlandsgatan 24
örebro, LA 70346



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
fay forman
355 8 avenue
apt 9f
new york, NY 10001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Geraldine Card-Derr
237 N D St
Exeter, CA 93221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charles Carroux
2203 Hastings Dr
Belmont, CA 94002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Phebe Schwartz
PO Box 600193
St Thomas, WA 98225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Trisha Jachlewski
9727 N Stark Ave
Kansas City, MO 64157



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Phil Reser
1301 Sheridan Ave. #27
Chico, CA 95926



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Anthony Mendousa
PO Box 126
Dillon Beach, CA 94929



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Rita Clarke
14244 Coral Harbour Ct
Dallas, TX 75234
 
972-241-7542



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nick Yashirin
2801 NW 23rd Blvd
Apt 158
Gainesville, SC 29483



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Craig Warren
2159 Trower Ave.
Napa, CA 94558



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurie Schick
143 N Hamilton Dr
Beverly Hills, OK 74127



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Leslie Carter
PO Box 271314
Fort Collins, CO 80527



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wendy McGowan
3189 Admiral St.
Eugene, OR 97404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen Hamilton
639 Blackstrap Rd
Falmouth, ME 04105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jenni Kovich
50 Dud Bennett Rd
Leon, WV 25123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janna Rolland
6227 34th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathy Greenholdt
4830 N Mulligan Ave
Chicago, IL 60630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheri Langham
3000 Spout Run Parkway
Arlington, VA 22201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Wilson
140 Loveland Way
Sacramento, CA 95838



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tina Florell
Bergstigen 5
Stockholm, ot 10000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lilly Kohler
Salinenestr
Reichenhall, ot 72664



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Desmond Hosford
57 Grove Street
Apt. 2
New York, NY 10014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Waltman
256 Walnut Hill Rd
Millersville, PA 17551



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brooke Becker
323 W. Republican St.
#204
Seattle, WA 98119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. J Preston
15310 Vantine Rd SE
Tenino, WA 98589



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Douglas Rives
503 Hefley St.
Wheeler, TX 79096



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tammi Hvozda
kezey court
crofton, MD 21114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Andrew Paik
14033 Doty Ave
Hawthorne, CA 90250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Burrill
100 Pleasant Acres Road
York, PA 17402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Galante
5209 Red Wing Court
Fuquay Varina, NC 27526



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Rathmann
219 N Lieuallen
Moscow, ID 83843



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Beverly Edwards
41 Twillingate Rd.
Temple, NH 03084



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Nelson
6715 NE 63rd St, STE 103-132
Vancouver, WA 98661



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. scott weldon
849 Eugenie Ave
849 Eugenie Avenue
Encinitas, CA 92024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Nowak
400 Bent River Rd.
Clarkdale, AZ 86324



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Rogers
13906 New Village Ln
Sugar Land, TX 77498



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Humphrey
48 County Road 716
Corinth, MS 38834



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Stofan
3205 Lariat Lane
Garland, TX 75042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Henriksen
1252 N. Night Heron Dr.
Green Valley, AZ 85614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Belen Garcia
368 W CR 2160
Kingsville, TX 78363



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Buss
449 Reclining Acres Road
Corrales, NM 87048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rochelle De Forrest
1803 La Terrace Circle
San Jose, CA 95123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alan Voigt
35 Sierra Ave.
San Anselmo, CA 94960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christopher Frawley
12 Harbor Beach Road
Miller Place, NY 11764



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
glendora lanning
4 robin court
edwardsville, IL 62025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Virginia Thelin
605 State St.
Grinnell, IA 50112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. kim english
3116 High St
Logansport, IN 46947



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ronnie Putman
29251 Rankert Rd.
North Liberty, IN 46554



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Dobson
5458 Alwood Forest
St. Louis, MO 63128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Arneson
1717 e cherokee
springfield, mo, MO 65804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
chris ness
61 tarquin cres
ottawa, ON k2h8j7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelly Guhanick
2260 Cathedral Ave NW
#3
Washington, DC 20008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bonita Migliore
18256 171stCt SE
Renton, WA 98058



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tina Grey
6852 Lubao Ave
Winnetka, CA 91306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Andrea Smith
211 Florida Ave
Williamstown, NJ 08094
 
856-875-4493



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mark kouniotis
60 Florence Rd
Florence, MA 01062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathryn Hudson
3522 Grandin Rd
Roanoke, VA 24018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
victor troutman
615 e chestnut st
jeffersonville, IN 47130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Rosalind Andrews
942 Scenic Dr
Knoxville, TN 37919



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angela Steyer
166 Jeter Street
Redwood City, CA 94062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Liz Campbell
605 N 64th St
Seattle, WA 98103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Grace Kelly
PO Box 275
New Baltimore, NY 12124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Esther Shorr
17 Briarwood Road
Palmyra, VA 22963



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wendy Moylan
800 Lakeview Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
andy  tomsky
po box 683
san marcos, CA 92079



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Malcolm Nazareth
720 4th Ave S
Saint Cloud, MN 56301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
e d
3
g, MI 49316



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sonia Porter
6202 Pioneer Rd
Madison, WI 53711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
It is encouraging to see that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking
proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Mulder
28 Sachson Pl
Wappingers Fl, NY 12590



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Claire Mckay
1417 Dwyce Dr.`
Austin, TX 78757



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gretchin DuBose
580B Fairview Rd
Asheville, NC 28803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Harris
1678 Buena Vista St
Oak View
Ventura, CA 93001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Caleb Pollack
220 W. 98, 10A
New York, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christine Goetz
Werkbachgasse
Voecklabruck, ot 4840



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
celia okelley
12 Hillcrest
tuscaloosa, AL 35401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ruth Nielsen
127 Glen Mawr Dr
Black Hawk, CO 80422



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Andrew & Kathleen Wittenborn
152 Mountain Rd
Pleasantville, NY 10570



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cristina Novelo
Rafael Garcia Auly 64
Veracruz, ot 91910



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lynette Ridder
4822 Eagle Way
Concord, CA 94521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike Robinson
3012 willamette #3
eugene, OR 97405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lawrence Landau
122 Wendover Cir.
Oak Ridge, TN 37830



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Waltraud Bolton
1572 Loring Ct
Severn, MD 20715



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jamie Weber
1024 S Burlwood Dr
Anaheim, CA 92807



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chiara Simbolotti
Via Monti 10
Cunico (Asti) ITALY, ot 14026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joan Turner
303 Dawn Ct
Mill Valley, CA 94941



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Shelley Bobb
9501 Windcroft Way
Potomac, MD 20854



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen O'Neill
Ricki Ave
Gabriola, BC V0R1X3



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rocio Ungaro
8421 N Packwood Ave
Tampa, FL 33604



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jeff Kline
1221 Mariner Dr.
San Francisco, CA 94130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Guldan
612 Delaware Ave
Erie, PA 16505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Andrea Weaver
1607 Marsh Ln Apt 502
Carrollton, TX 75006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Claudia Frantz
4180 Eastwood Street
Fair Oaks, CA 95628



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Stephanie Kaplan
1748 Ohlen Rd Apt 85
Austin, TX 78757



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Suzanna Hägglöf
Foreningsgatan 9 A
Kristianstad, SC 29133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Don Bolanos
PO Box 2791
Friday Harbor, WA 98250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Monika Walczak
Dorfstr.1
Leppin, ot 19376



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. amit Shoham
2106 7th Ave
Oakland, CA 94606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark Weinberger
391 28th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.  The sooner you act, the longer we all have.  The longer you wait, the sooner
everything in the ocean begins to die off--once everything beneath the water is dead, how
much longer before we above the waterline are gone?
 
Please just do the right thing for the future of this beautiful planet and everyone on it.
 
Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gayle Reynolds
Matlock
Bowling Green, KY 42104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Tracy Wamsley
1416 Blueberry Ln
Friendswood, TX 77546



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Esther Garvett
10431 SW 143 ave
Miami, FL 33186



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Moore
283 Wardwell Pt.Rd
PENOBSCOT, ME 04476



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judith Haseleu
PO Box 33
BARRONETT, WI 54813



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. sagen smith
451 Holly St
Ashland, OR 97520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Claudia Saporiti
3232 W. El Segundo Bl.
Hawthorne, CA 90250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Boril Iordanov
3288 NW 26th Ave
Boca Raton, FL 33434



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jim Davis
2004 Phoebe Dr
Billings, MT 59105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wili B Gavin
1326 W 41st St
Baltimore, MD 21211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Farion Pearce
670 Cedar Place
Ventura, CA 93001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mara McManus
119 Oak Grove Place
Acworth, GA 30102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patsy Cushing
PO Box 2101
West Brattleboro, VT, VT 05303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Catherine Pringle
6628 Loch Hill Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21239



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Irene Dunlap
2201 Santiago Drive
Newport Beach, CA 92660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martha Emeson
3514 Central Ave
Nashville, TN 37205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vanessa Aguiar
Praça Fausto Correia, 23 3ºC
Coimbra, ot 3000-253



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary cooney
12312 Overbrook Ct
Leawood, KS 66209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nina Garfinkel
880 Peninsula Blvd
Woodmere, NY 11598



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judith Poxon
2708 Matheson Way
Sacramento, CA 95864



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Nan Scott
3565 Chestnut Dr
Norco, CA 92860



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Julie Garber
PO Box 326
Landing, NJ 07850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Sharon Fisher
1447 Stoney Bottom Rd.
Front Royal, VA 22630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Vice
5121 Wickett Ter
Bethesda, MD 20814



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Cannon
2020 N 49th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53208



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sarah Sercombe
403 Charlotte
Royal Oak, MI 48073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary cooney
12312 Overbrook Ct
Leawood, KS 66209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Sharon Fisher
1447 Stoney Bottom Rd.
Front Royal, VA 22630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisabette Brinkman
308 E Anapamu St
Santa Barbara, CA 93101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dan Meier
924 W 12th Street
Cedar Falls, IA 50613



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Don Somsky
714 Golf Club Dr
Castle Rock, CO 80108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jon Hager
11760 S 1300 W
Riverton, UT 84065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Allison
9109 McDougal Court
Tallahassee, FL 32312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kris Glover
159 East Johnson Avenue
Bergenfield, NJ 07621



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Wendy Bringhurst
6161 Parterre Dr
Baton Rouge, LA 70817



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Shelley Okimoto
1052 Walker Ave
Oakland, CA 94610



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Timothy Mieyal
2740 Friar Dr
Cleveland, OH 44134



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristi Ko
100 juno avenue
st paul, MN 55102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Caroline Baginski
4442 Long Ln
Franklin, TN 37064



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. C.D. Rinck Sr.
6022 Nall Ave
Mission, KS 66202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ga_50290788 Gerard J.  M.D. Billmeier Jr. M.D.
200811_adv_rebuild
TN, TN 38120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Radcliffe
2001 South Side Road
Grants Pass, OR 97527



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephen Dutschke
4306 Darbrook Rd
Louisville, KY 40207
 
502-893-6372



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Ortiz
25 H Lane
Novato, CA 94945



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathy Bakane
1081 Parsonage Road
street 2
Madison, GA 30650



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathy Bakane
1081 Parsonage Road
street 2
Madison, GA 30650



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeffrey Rattner
91 Schwarz Boulevard
Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Vasn Dinter
12088 W. Tidewater Dr.
Boise, ID 83713



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marianne Adkins
247 Woodhaven Drive
P. O. Box 1895
Wilder, VT 05088



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steven Cupery
4208 N Stowell Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stacey Schaefer
306 N Whitney Way
Madison, WI 53705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pam Zimmerman
946 Hyland dr
sata rosa, CA 95404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Okiyo Ososaka
1930 E 27th St
Oakland, CA 94606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. robert swift
32 Depew Pl
32 depew place
Staten Island, NY 10309



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
cinzia filoni
v sorrento
spinea, ot 00000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tytti Oittinen
Kielopolku 4 A
Helsinki 93, ot 00930



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tytti Oittinen
Kielopolku 4 A
Helsinki 93, ot 00930



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elisabeth Richter
Strelzhofgasse 50
Wiener Neustadt, VA 23450



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jill Feuerhelm
Cooper point LP SW
olympia, WA 98502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Guran-Eubank
Pob 87
Columbia Falls, MT 59912



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bill Nygren
107 Woodpond Road
West Hartford, CT 06107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marty Weber
4000 Flynn St. #111
Bellingham, WA 98229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bruce Killips
715 N Concord Dr
Woodstock, IL 60098



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. T Cassidy
6151 Green Knoll Cir
Hamilton, OH 45011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tytti Oittinen
Kielopolku 4 A
Helsinki 93, ot 00930



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
judith garson
501 W 52 St
New York, NY 10019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. T Hamboyan Harrison
125 Gravel Run Rd
Grasonville, MD 21638



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jillian Saxty
839 Oak St
Alameda, CA 94501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Mathews
850 Fred Street
Charleston, SC 29412



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Donna Schwartz
203 Jan Lynn St
Siloam Springs, AR 72761



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michele Martina
5455 Wincrest Ct
Orlando, FL 32812



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeany Zhao
1135 17th St
Santa Monica, CA 90403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Thorpe
1220 Langford Creek Road
Van Etten, NY 14889



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Helen Twitchell
500 Prairie Ct.
Suisun City, CA 94585



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Cumming
Spanners Close
Ventnor, ot PO38 2HY



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Cumming
Spanners Close
Ventnor, ot PO38 2HY



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Christine Ridgway
2230 W Meadow Blvd
Mount Vernon, WA 98273



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. C A Cohen
39 S Pine St
Dover, NH 03820



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sarah beck
3087 capistrano ct
las vegas, NV 89121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sherry M. Freeman
37 Ross Ave
Apt.1
San Anselmo, CA 94960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Janette
726 Wilkinson Street
Orlando, FL 32803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eric Siegmann
6391 Iroquois Road
Westminster, CA 92683



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amy Spude
851 Cedar Ave N
Maple Lake, MN 55358



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michele Temple
4226 69th St
Woodside, NY 11377



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brad Holmes
6801 Bluffridge Ln
Indianapolis, IN 46278



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Asia Real
235 Devia Drive
Newbury Park, CA 91320



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbs Richert
706 Chimney Rock
Lufkin, TX 75904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Clifford A. Rabek
264 EastPrkway Drive
Madison, OH 44057



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Randy Strayss
3065 Union St.
San Diego, CA 92103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. James Murphy
1122 E Pike St # 1125
Seattle, WA 98122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alicia O'Falan
1960 Creek Crossing Dr
Justin, TX 76247



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joanne Tenney
441 W El Norte Parkway
Apt 306
Escondido, CA 92026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Hertzel
7455 Charmant Dr Unit 1805
San Diego, CA 92122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Roslynn Budoff
9225 W 68th Pl
Arvada, CO 80004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. jane davidson
50 Sumac Ln
N Attleboro, MA 02760



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Edward Spevak
6556 Nashville Ave
Saint Louis, MO 63139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Dudzinski
10690 Birch Point Cir
Reno, NV 89521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Louise  Slattery
705 rue Des Bouleaux Blancs
Saint-Lazare, QC J7T 2M5



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gail Hollinger
29 Main St
Marmora, ON N3Y 4M6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gisela Zechmeister
907 balsam
boise, ID 83706



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bob Thomas
2001 Weaver Rd
Myrtle Creek, OR 97457



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. melanie feder
21044 blodgett
blodgett, OR 97326



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. jean-luc mercier
42 Woodland Dr
Halesite, NY 11743



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Randall Esperas
PO Box 4251
APT 211
Bend, OR 97707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Koles
2565 Warwick Road
Shaker Heights, OH 44120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Eisner
1112 Glenn Ave
Augusta, GA 30904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Elkins
512 S Dogwood Dr
Berea, KY 40403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. DM Degenhart
608 N Orange St.
Street 2
Fredericksburg, TX 78624



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
CINDY FOX
353 4th St
Crescent City, CA 95531



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julie Skelton
40900 Bemis Rd
Belleville, MI 48111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Valerie Guinan
PO Box 4251
APT 211
Bend, OR 97707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sonia Ness
328 Banbury Ave.
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kirk Rhoads
301 Cooper St
Mountain Home, AR 72653



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Eric Geisler
5851 NE Farnham St
Hillsboro, OR 97124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Deborah Spencer
12 Newport Dr
Billerica, MA 01821



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Edward Mills
264 WL Sammamish NE
Bellevue, WA 98008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rifka Hirsch
221B Indianapolis Ave
Huntington Beach, CA 92648



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Klein
111 Cleaveland Road #166
Pleasant Hill, CA 94596



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Nelson
PO Box 872
Twain Harte, CA 95383



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Rodgers
8121 NE 141 Street
Kirkland, WA 98034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Deborah Spencer
12 Newport Dr
Billerica, MA 01821



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rosalind Shapiro
1624 NW 28th Ave
Portland, OR 97210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dale Carpenter
8675 Ferry
Grosse Ile, MI 48138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Allison Frymoyer
600 Allenby Ave #1
Pittsburgh, PA 15218



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Angela Knable
33 Drakesdale Rd
Flanders, NJ 07836



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. michael sherman
2000 Durant Ave
Berkeley, CA 94704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron Hubert
6800 Virgil Way
Flagstaff, AZ 86001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Peggy Schramm
1335 N Jackson St
Waukegan, IL 60085



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Bader
904 Dorchester Pl. NE.
Cedar rapidly , IA 52405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ginny Dark
121 Walden Glen Ln
Evans, GA 30809



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Caroline Cucchiara
PO Box 6464
Peoria, AZ 85385



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tanya Meyer
1280 Britton Hill Rd
Emporium, PA 15834



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Markow
3166 E Stella Ln
Phoenix, AZ 85016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynn Edgar
441 Clairemont Ave.
Decatur, GA 30030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sharon Poessel
1620 N 200 E #114
North Logan, UT 84341



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Pattie Roke
848 N 25th St
Philadelphia, PA 19130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Patrick Twomey
38 Montell St
Oakland, CA 94611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joyce  Vandersloot
1120 West Poplar St
York , PA 17404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margo Dyson
6302 pilgrim lane
Arlington, TX 76002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. l haage
colby
oakland, CA 94618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Porter
2134 Hemlock Farms
Lords Valley, PA 18428



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nanette Betts
2189 W Dodge Rd
Clio, MI 48420



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cindy Wargo
4195 Alrington Dr
Brunswick, OH 44212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Geahlen
PO Box 224
Marine, IL 62061



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Brown
198 Button Rd.
Saint Albans, VT 05478



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eron Lee
8837 E. Florian Ave.
Mesa, AZ 95208



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Corinne Van Houten
writer
5560 Jonesboro Way
Sacramento, CA 95835



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Terri Campbell
303 W. Daffy Ln.
Hampstead, NC 28443



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
nancy traer
621 Mayflower Road
Claremont, CA 91711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
k v
*
v, IN 46383



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Taylor
2080 Manitou Ave
St. Paul, MN 55119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Geoffrey Giampa
60 Brickyard Rd
Essex Junction, VT 05452



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Cox
344 Notre Dame St
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Robert Hartwig
1700 Medfield Rd
Raleigh, NC 27607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Swank
141
Leonia, NJ 07605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryle Steele
200 E 1st Ave
La Habra, CA 90631



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all bottom-fishing gears. This should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding the
200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation benefit while
allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There should be no
new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up these sensitive
areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of Amendment 16.
Furthermore, I strongly advise use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring
systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the
water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Val Marjoricastle
1726 Druid Rd
Inverness, FL 34452



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sharon Gysbers
2600 Senter Rd Spc 236
San Jose, CA 95111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Frank Ackerman
1321 Henry St
Berkeley, CA 94709



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anita Alcantara
6930 N. Greenview,#711
Chicago, IL 60626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Koko Kittell
3654 Darvon St.
Newark, CA 94560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Katherine Wright
225 S. Houghton
Milford, MI 48381



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Matthew Kaminker
10638 SW Capitol Hwy
Portland, OR 97219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Abler
99 Frederick Street
Santa Cruz, CA 95062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
david muller
5505 ne rodney
portland, OR 97211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sandra hudson-knapp
252 Church St
Poultney, VT 05764



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Abbot Foote
POBox 1007
Dublin, NH 03444



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sandra hudson-knapp
252 Church St
Poultney, VT 05764



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Taunus Fahrer
Kirchstr.
Duisburg, IN 47226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joshua Wood
1309 North Westcott Rd
Rotterdam, NY 12306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
tara score
1084 w riviera blvd
oviedo, FL 32765



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Burch
5948 Old Fashion Place
Taylorsville, UT 84123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. roth woods
312 Koch Ave
312 koch
Ann Arbor, MI 48103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Denise Stathatos
8206 Sarona Ln
Clay, NY 13041



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Bower
Cottage Field Close
Sidcup, ot DA14 4PD



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Powers
10 Alpine St
Millbury, MA 01527



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Rogers
1050 CR 44
Angleton, TX 77515



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Toy
6051 Ventura Canyon Ave
Va Nuys, CA 91401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Tina Davey
530 Spring St
East Bridgewater, MA 02333



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
J.A. Zaitlin
297 Berkeley Park Blvd.
Kensington, CA 94707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Land
821 Malibu Drive
Silver Spring, MD, MD 20901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Tregidgo
1146 Sunnyside Dr.
Holtwood, PA 17532



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph Vincent
509 Third Avenue
509 Third Avenue
Harvey, LA 70058



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joe Stoner
2 Ogwen Square
Bethesda, MA 01801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Marx
PO Box 4241
PO Box 4241
Whitefish, MT 59937



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Riley
PO Box 28891
Santa Ana, CA 92799, CA 92799



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Katherine Baibak
99 Bank St
New York, MD 20677
 
212-929-1105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
R Powers
10 Alpine
Millbury, MA 01527



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. patricia ashton
260 E Crescent Ave
Redlands, CA 92373



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Holly Mosher
612 Flower Ave B
Venice, CA 90291



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Pinneo
530 Mt Park Blvd SW
Issaquah, WA 98027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms V Loring
Old Fall River Rd
Dartmouth, MA 02747



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Cray
63 North Cowley Rd.
Riverside, IL 60546



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sheedy dehdashti
122 15th st
del mar, CA 92014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
JAMES CARRAWAY
5 Scenic Dr.
Novato, CA 94949



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron Caudill
4919 s loftus rd
florence, OR 97524



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Scown
860 N. Bennett
Geneva, IL 60134



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Christina Teunissen
4630 E Red Range Way
Cave Creek, AZ 85331



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shanna Rose
547 Clay St. Apt. B
Ashland, OR 97520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathleen Finnerty
4319 NW 70th Ter
Gainesville, FL 32606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leslie Veber
24605 sw 197th Ave
Homestead, FL 33031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christina Nillo
728 N. Doheny Drive
W. Hollywood, CA 90069



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Handford
55 Kristee Circle
West Warwick, RI 02893



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Elly
27087 WEstland
Livonia, MI 48240



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessica Mills
2146 South Las Flores
Mesa, AZ 85202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sharon Smith
1105 School Street
Cambridge, MD 21613



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
R Brown
Links Dr
Reston, VA 20190



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Justin Sweet
222 Wellesley Dr SE
Albuquerque, NM 87106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dan Ingall
14188 Goddard Road
Lake Odessa, MI 48849



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Miriam Baum
6532 Peridot Ave.
Alta Loma, CA 91701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bruce Holser
820 NW 12th Ave Apt 312
Portland, OR 97209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frances Emanuel
5706 Cherokee Circle
Simi Valley, CA 93063



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Miriam Baum
6532 Peridot Ave.
Alta Loma, CA 91701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Barbara Hammel
1149 Grand Teton Dr
Pacifica, CA 94044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Reinhart
2626 29th st
San Diego, CA 92104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking steps to
protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an
opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the
Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Camille Blanchette
8049 21st Ave NW
Seattle, WA 98117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Hosley
2123  Oregon Street
Berkeley, CA 94705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
j talbot
305 w milton
austin, TX 78704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rachel Sirotinina
5 Montague House
Durham, ot DH1 2LF



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
Please do all you can to protect our oceans and the wildlife that depends on it.
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Safran
3107 Black Oak Ct
Boynton Beach, FL 33436



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. GREG SIMMONS
7111 Beach Dr SW
Seattle, WA 98136



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Greenlee - Mamon
622 Marshall St
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gillet Rosenblith
1325 Darnall Dr
Mc Lean, VA 22101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Tyree II
9005 SW Caroline Dr
Portland, OR 97225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Burling
2501 East Leroy Road
Cleveland, OK 74020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Patton
427 Paco Dr.
Los Altos, CA 94024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Fletcher
2104 Dunmire Hollow Rd
Waynesboro, TN 38485



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sara Turbeville
753 22nd St.  #A
Santa Monica, CA 90402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
lynne sgambati
1422 B Street
Eureka, CA 95501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Johnson
28W141 Liberty St.
Winfield, IL 60190



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
María Sagrario BarrioçVirgen de Nuria 21
28027 Madrid, Spain
 
María Sagrario Barrio
Virgen de Nuria 21
Madrid, Spain, ot 28027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steph Glasgow
Palm rd
Roleystone, IL 61111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dan DeLany
1807 NE Wasco St
Portland, OR 97232



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Lee
2202 Dancing Fox RD
Decatur, GA 30032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jan Stephens
536 Thomas Ave
536 Thomas Ave
Forest Park, IL 60130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Corinne Lambden
1729 Chapin Street
Alameda, CA 94501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Barbara Dmukauskas
3620 S 54th Ct
Cicero, IL 60804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adrian Guerra
PO Box 41012
Los Angeles , CA 90041



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Phaedra Barratt
2409 S Miami Ave
Miami, FL 33129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ruth Remple
2954 Spinnaker place
Longmont, CO 80503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cheryl Biale
7711 Greenridge St SW
Olympia, WA 98512



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chad Evans
202 W. Chevy Chase Dr.
Glendale, CA 98103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Puchli
2413 Sunset Dr
Lindenhurst, IL 60046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mostyn Thayer
2372 SE Grand Dr
2372 SE Grand Drive
Port Saint Lucie, FL 34952



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bebe McCarthy
27 cattle pen lane
Ridgefield CT, CT 06877



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dennis Morley
104 Throckmorton Lane
Old Bridge, NJ 08857



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rick Shapiro
4163 Sunrise Dr
Park City, UT 84098



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. mary ellen Bowen
152 5th Rd
Summertown, TN, TN 38483



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Goff
464-a Natchez trace drive
Lexington, TN 38351



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Renee Hughes
175 1 Street apt 13C
Newark, NJ 07107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Skinner
1929 W Record St
Tucson, AZ 85705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sally abrams
138 cortland
san francisco, CA 94110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Beverly Walter
342 Mesa View Way
Golden, CO 80403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Matt Reardon
51 College Ave Apt 1
51 College Ave
Somerville, MA 02144



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
CHARLOTTE SONODA
1620 BONITA ST
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA, TX 79051



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Candace Keskitalo
4341 Channel Road
Spring Park, MN 55384



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Burgess
2064 Lernhart Street
Napa, CA 94559



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Vickie McClintock
200 Timber Ln
East Alton, IL 62024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anna Liljegren
17911 stone ave n
Shoreline , WA 98133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Elaine Berg
1009 Trowbridge Ct
Keller, TX 76248



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Browne
1012 Hanover ane
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. s. owens
3526 Marion Ave
Memphis, TN 38111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ellen Bardo
121 Creek Road
Muncy, PA 17756



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angie Froehlich
10410 N Cave Creek Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ronald McIrvin
605 West Market Street,
Unit 210
Greensboro, NC 27401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sara Dodson
7 School Ln
Chester, CT 06412



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Margo Emrich
820 Wrights Creek Dr
Ashland, OR 97520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Renee Mann
6114 N Hermitage Ave
Chicago, IL 60660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Stoland
12556 Allin Street
Venice, CA, CA 90066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Thing
2025 W. Spring St.
Tucson, AZ 85745



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cvetana Dimitrova
"Iglika"10a
Tryavna, ot 5350



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Antonio Buensuceso
12901 Francine Terrace
Poway, CA 92064



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Rysavy
128 Seneca Ln
Lake Winnebago, MO 64034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Nick Balla
9 Lamont Avenue Apt. 401
Hamilton, NJ 08619



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gail Sullivan
105 Arden St
New York, NY 10040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jean Reiher
1017 NW Furnish Ave.
Pendleton, OR 97801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barney McComas
1717 Euclid Avenue, Apt 5
Berkeley, CA 94709



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joyce Csatlos
6021 Pipgrim Dr.
Erie, PA 16509



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Hauge
245 Sonora Way S.
Salem, OR 97302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Hartley
6027 26th Street North
Arlington, VA 22207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sharon Katz
302
new orleans, LA 70118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
clara johnson
128 brook farm north
wakefield, RI 02879



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
frederick sall
5715 n bay rd
miami beach, FL 33140



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Levin
3038 Arrowhead lane
plymouth meeting, PA 19462



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David Barnett
1774 W Ainslie St
Chicago, IL 60640



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. elaine genasci
462 Chorro
462 Chorro
SLO, CA 93405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dorian Rivas
7476 Goode St
San Diego, CA 92139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bobbie Knight
5152 Tucson Way
Denver, CO 80239



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tom Hougham
4001 W Hougham Rd
Trafalgar, IN 46181



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Breznai
3460 Fairwood
Lambertville, MI 48144



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jay McCahill
219 Scottdale Rd
Lansdowne, PA 19050



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Curtis Johnson
215 Baynes Drive
Fanny Bay, BC V0R1W0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathleen Malan-Thompson
 4504 SW Maplewood Road
Portland, OR 97219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Camilla Echeverria
894 foothill ct ne
apt 208
keizer, OR 97303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathy Forney
PO Box 2206
Stillwater, OK 74076



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas J Teters
1684 Riverside
Ft. Collins, CO 80525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
Debra Cronin
 
Debra Cronin
14 Colonial Court
Cheshire, CT 06410



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brian Ainsley
1227 Pine Needle Court
#307
Altamonte Springs, FL 32714



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gerry OConnor
75 Hempstead Ave
Rockville Centre, NY 11510



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ron Schutte
3706 Georgia St Apt 1
San Diego, CA 92103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
tim baxter
2159Homewood st
mobile, AL 36606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kendra Holt
1111W University Blvd W
Silver Spring, MD 20902



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Claudia DiCosola
7580 W. Kerry Lane
Glendale, AZ 85308



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margaret Michell
Caverswall Road
Stoke-on-Trent, ot ST11 9BG



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pamela Nordhof
3135 60th St
Hamilton, MI 49419



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Houghton
4056 S Odessa
Aurora, CO 80013



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mildred Gordon
201-22 Country Club Lane
Oceanside, CA 92054



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Blackberry Farm
136 County Road S
Wheeler, WI 54772



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chris Berti
411 W Nevada St
Urbana, IL 61801
 
217-384-9010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joe Day
1171 Crestmoor
Boulder, CO 80303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
marcia flannery
363 40th st.
Oakland, CA 94609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Todd Smith
2361 1st Ave. S.
St. Pete, FL 33712



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alicia Salazar
3436 E. 2nd Street
Los Angeles, CA 90063



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kay Watson
46 Serenada
Shawnee, OK 74804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Braden
1143 NW 38th St.
Oklahoma City, OK 73118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Enid Breakstone
164 Wetherell St
Manchester, CT 06040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Sherwood Reese
1927 Riverview St
Eugene, OR 97403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gina Marano
5300 Vernon Ave S
Edina, MN 55436



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Cusumano
61209 Prescott Trail
Joshua Tree, CA 92252



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeff Freeman
5809 SW Taylor St
Portland, OR 97221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike Kappus
2328 12th Ave
San Francisco, CA 94116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Dubiel
6511 SE Knight St
Portland, OR 97206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. George Galeota
324 Rose Marie Ave
Virginia Beach, VA 23462



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Don Jacobson
941 SE 55th Ave.
Portland, OR 97215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gailen Moore
P.O. Box 396
Soquel, CA 95073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gloria La Fleur
5628  Katherine
Dearborn Heights, MI 48125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Colleen Hinton
16763 Maplewild Ave SW
Burien, WA 98166



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marjorie Lang
715 Locust Ln
Ambler, PA 19002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr J Schwartz MD
16 Finalee Ave
Asheville, NC 28803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charlotte Sines
2910 Sage St #3
Colorado Springs, CO 80907



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mark prior
1901 east rd.
denman island, BC V0R 1T0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Malcolm Gaffney
401 W Pine Ave, Unit 35
Lompoc, CA 93436



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paula Fox
1375 Oregon Ave. N.
Golden Valley, MN, MN 55427



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Natalie Van Leekwijck
Boterlaarbaan 184
Deurne, OR 97005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Rossin
13 Alpine Drive
Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Delaney
285 N Ventura Ave # 413 # 11
Ventura, CA 93001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Who knows
what irreplaceable lifeforms we have already exterminated by short-sited industries such
as this. Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in
Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
D. Shepard
 
Ms. D. Shepard
2271 Homewood Dr
San Jose, CA 95128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kevin Metcalf
509 N Prospect Manor Ave
Mount Prospect, IL 60056



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chad Johnson
635 E 9th St Apt 19
Long Beach, CA 90813



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Libby Jones
7547 Daniels Park Rd
21960 Rinconada Road
Sedalia, CO 80135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Helena Sanfilippo
2300 Adeline Dr
Burlingame, CA 94010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
christian hartleben
732 Spring Lane
Philadelphia, PA 19128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jonas Zinnagl
Ruthnergasse 56-60
Vienna, ot 1100



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Mostov
315 W 90th St Apt 4
New York, NY 10024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Longley
719 SW Chiefland Ln
Fort White, FL 32038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dave Mount
5540 Pershing Ave Apt 420
St. Louis, MO 63112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. K Krupinski
392 E Palm St
Altadena, CA 91001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steve Sivley
3116 Wheeler St
Austin, TX 78705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leanne Nordeman
7191 Horner St.
San Diego, CA 92120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joyce  Janicki
22493 Milner
St. Clair Shores , MI 48081



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pan Awsumb
1579 Vinton Avenue
Memphis, TN 38104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike and Jane Conrad
10132 Brookside Avel
No Soliciting
Bloomington, MN 55431



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Leslie Winston
5012 5th St NW
Washington, DC 20011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Hedwig Backman
31010 18th Ave S Apt 4
Federal Way, WA 98003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Bien
823 W. Pico Ave #A
Clovis, CA 93612



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Clara Elsa Perez
3439 SW 51st St
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312
 
954.364.4916



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dennis O'Brien
104 Wagamons Blvd
Milton, DE 19968



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
beverly wall
1002 glorisa circle
kendallville, IN 46755



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chris Qualizza
848 Rivercrest Dr
Abilene, TX 79605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chris Qualizza
848 Rivercrest Dr
Abilene, TX 79605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Geralyn LLoyd
20282 Clear River Lane
Yorba Linda, CA 92886



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Don and Joyce Faulk
6103 Abilene Trl
Austin, TX 78749



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Cary
1568 Clarry Hill Rd,
Union, ME 04862



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jan Oldham
2712 Verde Vista Dr
Santa Barbara, CA 93105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carole Ingram
110 Brentwood Ln.
So. Fulton, TN 38257



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Vance
2350 E. Water St. Apt C-106
Tucson, AZ 85719



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ronald Bogin
2605 Edwards Ave
El Cerrito, CA 94530



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Denise Soto
38 Greenhill Road
Hamburg, NJ 07419



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurel Burns
261 State Street Apt 6
Portland, ME 04101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Louise Stevenson
braidwood
courtenay, BC V9N 3R9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carina Ramirez
240 Smith
El Paso, TX 79907



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linsay Firman
1818 Newkirk Ave #1B
Brooklyn, NY 11226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jennifer wheeler
503 reiner rd
gold bar, WA 98251



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph Cator
2412 Waterstone Dr
Cedar Hill, TX 75104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. ANDREW ASTALOS
401B Picardy Ct
Lakewood, NJ 08701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Sikoryak
10 Stuyvesant Oval # 10-D
New York, NY 10009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jessica Pinto
420 Fawn Dr
San Anselmo, CA 94960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. bob boughton
7747 Dutra Bend Dr
Sacramento, CA 95831



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sherrie Shown
2126 Dyches Rd
Statesboro, GA 30461



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Nancy Gawryszewski
2679 Tabby Walk
Street 2
Marietta, GA 30062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Buckley
6818 51st Street
San diego, CA 92120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anique Hoekstra
Bergstraat 106
Sittard, ot 6131AW



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tanja Olson
3355 SE 16TH AVE
PORTLAND, OR 97202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gloria Picchetti
3920 N Clark
Chicago, IL 60613



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Amy StClair
421 N Park Dr Apt 1
Arlington, VA 22203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Darrell Plouffe
3220 Broadway Apt 3
Everett, WA 98201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol S. Kestler
1311 E Duke Dr
Tucson, AZ 85719



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron Keeney
101 russell st
Warren, PA 16365



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
david alderdice
109 niagra
paonia, CO 81428



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
dan banner
751 23rd Ave
San Francisco, CA 94121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mai Barrett
Apartment No. 6,
No. 32, Marrsfield Avenue,
Clongriffin, Dublin 13., ot D13



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Timmons-Babcock
413 Iowa St. Box 94
Hills, IA 52235



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Morris Sandel
6113 Nuckols Crossing Road
Austin, TX 78744



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jon Foral
10th AVE
Shoreline , WA 98177



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
S TR
2314
Pembroke, FL 33028



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Maltin
21672 County Road 1560
Stonewall, OK 74871



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mai Barrett
Apartment No. 6,
No. 32, Marrsfield Avenue,
Clongriffin, Dublin 13., ot D13



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kate Skolnick
640 Carroll St., Apt. B4
Brooklyn, NY 11215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Moir
29 The Kyles
Ravenscraig
Kirkcaldy, ot ky1 2qg



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeffrey McCollim
7154 N. Downing Pl
Concord Twp, OH 44077



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Swan
PO Box 224
0
Snohomish, WA 98291



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alex Vollmer
26 Narragansett Cove
San Rafael, CA 94901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jamie Burks
8542 Trumbauer Dr.
Wyndmoor, PA 19038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephen Wilson
460 Salishan Hills Drive
Gleneden Beach, OR 97388



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cathy Deptula
433 Kensington Lake Circle
Brandon, FL 33511



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Heermance
208 N CLifornia Av
Palo Alto, CA 94301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeta Peneva-Aiguzina
Orion
Sofia, ot 1335



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Bond
5420 Enchanted Ln
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Sutton
1100 Chantilly Road
Los Angeles, CA 90077



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. j bienik
69 thurber
Troy, MI 48085



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ricky Dowdal
23 Emily Ln
Taylorsville, NC 28681



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
stephen storti
959 herman drive
deptford, NJ 08096



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jose Diaz
4 alden ter
millbrook, NY 12545



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cami Cameron
1521 X Street
Vancouver, WA 98661



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kevin Olson
4102 Briarglen
San Antonio, TX 78218



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron Parsons
104 Claremont Ave.
South San Francisco, CA, CA 94080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kenneth Mundy
3650 Regal Place, # 37
Los Angeles, CA 90068



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janice Horn
32 Barber St
Clarion, PA 16214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jerry Miller
sunpark dr.
Vancouver, WA 98683



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Knight Watson
454 Milford Church Road
Baker County, GA 39862



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Jacob R. Raitt
15 Durando Place
Black Rock, CT 06605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Amelia Fusaro
684 Darlington Road
Atlanta, GA 30305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Trecia Neal
2433 Kingscliff Dr NE
Atlanta, GA 30345



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Emmy & Clark Josephs
99 Dogwood Rd
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
agnes torteli
lewis
san jose, CA 95111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joe Anselmo
1122 Lucille Ave
Twin Lakes, WI 53181



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jan Hansen
6380 Omo Ranch Rd
Somerset, CA 95684



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jeanne Schuster
161 W Santa Clara St
San Jose, CA 95113



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leuise Crumble
252 N Hamlin Blvd
Chicago, IL 60624



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Alderson
148 Love Ridge Court
Tallahassee, FL, FL 32312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Bonnie Farmer
5913 Ambassador Way
Alexandria, VA 22310



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Settanni
1314 south Linden st
Normal, IL 61761



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Ann Huckabay
124
Sebastopol, CA 95472



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rebecca Canright
8 Deboer Farm Ln
Asbury, NJ 08802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rebecca Canright
8 Deboer Farm Ln
Asbury, NJ 08802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. K Krupinski
392 E Palm St
Altadena, CA 91001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pamela Breitwater
8020 SW Brookridge St., Apt. O
Portland, CA 95959



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jeff Rome
216 Carrollwood Dr
Grants Pass, OR 97527



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donald Keyser
1 Hastings Court
Johnson City, TN, TN 37604



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynne Olivier
3700 Garvin Avenue
Richmond, CA 94805



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Andrew Wadsworth
125 W 33rd St
Reading, PA 19606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mick Alderman
PO Box 1205
Astoria, OR 97103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kirsten Lietz
1082 Heather Lane
Grayling, MI 49738



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas De Geest
Brusselsesteenweg
67
Melle, ot 9090



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donya Melanson
5 Bisson Lane
Merrimac, MA 01860



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
elaine peters
38 hollins road
hicksville, NY 11801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Levey
24 West Lake Court
Somerset, NJ 08873



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Irene Snavely
19811 Covina Hills Road
Covina, CA 91724



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Lilly
3208 Greenbriar Drive
599 Penn Estates
East Stroudsburg, PA 18301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jane Johnson
401 5th St SE
Montgomery, MN 56069



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jean Ricci
Crest
Tiburon, CA 94920



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Natalie Schrey
2019 Harris Neck Road NE
Townsend, GA 31331



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Hartman
5112 E 23rd St
Tulsa, OK 74114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jen schuessler
5509 lowell street
apt. b
oakland, CA 94608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jim Lockhart
5630se65ty
portlwnd, OR 97206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Alex Oshiro
1920 Kahakai Dr
1920 Kahakai Dr.
Honolulu, HI 96814



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kimberly Rigano
1528 NW Turner Drive
Pullman, ME 03909



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Wiesner
P.O. Box 20159
Castro Valley, CA 94546



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Massey
1415 2nd Ave Unit 2505
Seattle, WA 98101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karyn Collier
8552 Barrington Court
Springfield, VA 22152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lindsey Densing
7806 Jade Falls Ct
Houston, TX 77095



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
614-252-2904 Pamela 6/1/2008 Unger
OH
n/a
5559 N Meadows Blvd, OH 43229
 
ga_3479899



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alice Lewis
21570 American River Dr
Sonora, CA 95370



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark Hinds
524 Sandy Lane
Libertyville, IL 60048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rebecca Canright
8 Deboer Farm Ln
Asbury, NJ 08802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rebecca Canright
8 Deboer Farm Ln
Asbury, NJ 08802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elisabetta Lelli
Via Pio La Torre 9
Spinetoli - AP - ITALY, ot 63078



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roseanne Hartman
5112 E 23rd St
Tulsa, OK 74114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robyn DeVoist
439 Beach Avenue
Rochester, NY 14612



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michelle Graham
2474 Longridge Crescent
oakville, ON l6h6s2



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pam Shaouy
123 Any Street
Woodstock, GA 30188



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrea Brickey
204, 4 Everridge Square SW
Calgary, AB T2Y 5J8



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Lorraine Hartmann
10627 Durland Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs.  Capri Sims
425 N. Hickory St.
Apt. #B305
Escondido, CA 92025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Kaysen
4345 Hohman Avenue
Hammond, IN 46327



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Penny Gregorio
2319 Ala Wai Blvd Apt G
Honolulu, HI 96815



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joan  Hutton
1855 Bridgepointe Cir Unit 23
Vero Beach, FL 32967



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jerry Oliver
15145 Holiday Way
Sylmar, CA 91342



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Burkhart
Sunnyside Road
none
Salem, OR 97306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Tucker
519 Linden Lane
Boone, IA 50036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carole Larivee
126 Liberty Church Rd
Waynesville, NC 28785



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alan Blackwell
12626 Carmel Cntry Rd Unit 104
12626-104 Carmel Country Rd
San Diego, CA 92130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nicholas Hartman
5112 E 23rd St
Tulsa, OK 74114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
robert cobb
821 view harbour rd
821 view harbour rd
knoxville, TN 37934



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Carroll Dartez
2641 Marilee Lane
Houston, TX 77057



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Veenstra
 Green Rd
Lakeview, MI 48850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kerri Piazza
2606 Baumgartner Dr
La Crosse, WI 54603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. james noordyk
4538 Cass St
San Diego, CA 92109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Tiffany King
45685 Hwy. 72
Stevenson, AL 35772



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
martha burton
11015 bullrush terrace
lakewood ranch, FL 34202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. lisa segnitz
118 Sherman St
Santa Cruz, CA 95060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
cheryl watters
600 shady oaks dr #310
#310
palm coast, FL 32164



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Natylie Baldwin
1450 Bel Air Dr Apt 205
Concord, CA 94521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jerry Swaim
707 Bennett Cir
Sidney, OH 45365



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Greta Nintzel
115 17th Ave
Seattle, WA 98122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Livingston
2378 Waldon Street
Redding, CA 96001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Thomas Struhsaker
2953 Welcome Dr
2953 Welcome Drive
Durham, NC 27705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ryan Bradley
13 Laurel Hill Rd Unit B
Greenbelt, MD 20770



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sylvia Lawrence
1709 4th St SE
Auburn, WA 98002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rick Harris
2862 W. Diana Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85051



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Christy Cornelsen
1721 Mockingbird St.
Moses Lake, WA 98837



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Victoria Wallington
1307 Lynx St
Reno, NV 89506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dat Tran
124 Academy Lane
Upper Darby, PA 19082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Grace Antrobus
11360 Lori Lane
Mendocino, CA 95460



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ERNIE KYLE
501 W Agarita Ave
San Antonio, TX 78212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Megan Powers
31 Smith Ln
Wayne, NJ 07470



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
chris jacobi
Sadys Lln
02536, MA 02537



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Barron
17 Wildcat Rd
Goldendale, WA 98620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. V. Brandt
28 W 10th St Apt 4R
28 W. 10th ST.
New York, NY 10011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dale Gilman
20950 Smallwood Dr
Beverly Hills, MI 48025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Irene Kessler
Via Palladium
Boca Raton, FL 33433



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amy Rayko
2623 Breezy Ledge Lane
Allison Park, PA 15101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maureen McElligott
5992 Colony Court
Nova Raton, FL 33433



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Isaac Motola
975 E Union St Unit 104
Pasadena, CA 91106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Hortsch
17400 Holy Names Dr. #466
Lake Oswego, OR 97034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
kim Westlake
1614 E. 24th Ave
Denver, CO 80205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Beverly Drucker
3 Crawford Dr
Tuckahoe, NY 10707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Peter Rimbos
19711 241st Ave SE
Maple Valley, WA 98038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melonie Milnes
1663 W. Monte Ave.
Mesa, AZ 85202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Humphries
P. O Box 36231
San Jose, CA 95158



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mike Weyand
14 E 28th St Apt 312
New York, NY 10016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Raelyn Michaelson
14244 29th Ave S
Seatac, WA 98168



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Candice Lowery
168 Hillside Ave
Mount Vernon, NY 10553



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. M Alan Lish
17729 25th Ave NE
Marysville, WA 98271



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
seana makowski
1927 tulip st.
san diego, CA 92105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Scott Coahran
220 West K St.   Apt.1
Los Banos, CA 93635



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Janet Potenza
1805 NW 67 ave
Margate, FL 33063



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristin Henry
3740 Prince Albert St
Vancouver, BC V5V 4J1



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nannette Taylor
SE BORGES RD.
Damascus, OR 97089



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stan Olson
2093 Topaz St
Abbotsford, BC V2T 3W7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kiesha Pearson
1052 Oak Meadow Ln.
Desoto, TX 75115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Willoe Traver
1018 Lopez ave apt c
Santa Fe, NM 87501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cathy Brownlee
2114 Mimosa
Paragould, AR 72450
 
0000000000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marianne Bergstrand-Reiersgard
19011 Lakeside Cove
Houston, TX 77094



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jane McCullam
9880 Fairmount Rd
Newbury, OH 44065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Wiley
15457 Eto Camino Rd.
Victorville, CA 92394



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniela Ernst
Hollernerstrasse 3a
Eching, ot 85386



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Scott Coahran
220 West K St.   Apt.1
Los Banos, CA 93635



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michelle Palladine
471 E Tahquitz Canyon Way
Palm Springs, CA 92262



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
anette stauske
87 way son way
davidsonville, MD 21035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cathy ILLG
PO Box 280668
Street 2
Lakewood, CO 80228



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Matthew Scaglione
159 Lindell Blvd.
Long Beach, NY 11561



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Randy Willig
4224 Edith Drive
Fort Collins , CO 80526



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. janice bernstein
327 N Kilkea Dr
Los Angeles, CA 90048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Martin Diedrich
281 Magnolia St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92627



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
robert collimore
north ave
waukegan, IL 60085



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Johanna McConnell
4398 E. Entrada Dr.
Beavercreek , OH 45431



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Corrigan
4150 Brook Ln
4150 Brook Lane
Brookfield, WI 53005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. .
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections.
 
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
 Gerson Lesser
 5800 Arlington Ave.
Bronx, NY 10471



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julia Coles
Lauder close
London, ot Ub55jq



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
richard duley
pob-217
anson, ME 04911



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karolina Johnson
2910 Barlow Street
Madison, WI 53705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert McCombs
PO Box 4175
Arcata, CA 95518



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Justin McCullough
Utah St.
San Diego, CA 92104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ann  atkin
abbots bickington
holsworthy, ot EX22 7LQ



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Simone Butler
1731 S Iris Ln
Escondido, CA 92026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Vater
5904 Point Creek Rd
Cleveland, WI 53015



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Bess Katerinsky
57 Wellington Rd
Lowr
Buffalo, NY 14216
 
716-882-2433



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sharon Ketcherside
103 Sage Hill Place
Lincoln, CA 95648



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Debra Beaver
2915 Stevens Mill Rd
Matthews, NC 28104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Blake Wu
123 Tusk
Lafayette, CA 94549



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Trish Herron
101 drummond drive
Wilmington, DE 19808



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hannah Tomes
2636 Stewart Dr
Rittman, OH 44270



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gerald Orcholski
2400 Brigden Rd
Pasadena, CA 91104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tami Palacky
8005 Bethelen Woods Lane
Springfield, VA 22153
 
703-382-3248



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tobias Boyd
119 NE 45th Ave
Portland, OR, OR 97213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Kory
25 Manino Circle #205
Kihei, HI 96753



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sherry nillissen
1911 sidney st. apt. A
st. louis, MO 63104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sylvie Ries
11B, Haaptsrooss
Calmus, ot 8525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pat Weaver
5719 Birceland Thorn Rd
Redway, CA 95560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Cathy Caldie
6580 South 650 West
Columbus, IN 47201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
victor carmichael
5005 Palmetto Ave
Pacifica, CA 94044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Hedin
511 E Grimes Ln
Bloomington, IN 47401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peggy Krainman
1801 Warner Ranch Rd. Apt 315
Round Rock, TX 78664



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gregry Loomis
8330 13th Ave NW
Seattle, WA 98117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Donna Alleyne-Chin
PO Box 370812
Montara, CA 94037



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jill Davine
4047 La Salle Ave
4047 La Salle Avenue
Culver City, CA 90232



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathleen Cook
1341 Evan Lane
Ashland, OR 97520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathleen Cook
1341 Evan Lane
Ashland, OR 97520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I stopped eating fish 30 years ago due to wanton oblivious acts of the fishing industry in
general. Many will take whatever they can get at whatever cost unless regulated by others
more holistic in their thinking.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
g. scott Clemson
10151 dorrel ln
Las Vegas, NV 89166



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cynthia Linton
990 N Lake Shore Dr Apt 15E
Chicago, IL 60611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dave Karrmann
1133 Westdale Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Helga Gruber
48 Sequoia Drive
San Anselmo, CA 94960, CA 94960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Barbara Beier
1132 N Camelot Dr
Boise, ID 83704
 
2083768909



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
CORALS ARE VASTLY IMPORTANT!!!!
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Consuelo Larrabee
1805 Queen Anne Ave N
Seattle, WA 98109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Wilson
4303 S Us Highway 23
Greenbush, MI 48738



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. nancy philips
PO Box 334
Norwich, VT 05055



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sally Epstein
5620 Oregon Ave NW
Washington, DC 20015



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Stewardship of our ocean environment is critical if we are to have sustainable fisheries for
future generations of both humans and fish.  I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council is taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood
deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of
fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the
objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for
Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance
ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Curtis
PO Box 451
Ethel, WA 98542



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brookie Judge
810 12th Ave #420
Seattle, WA 98122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Virginia Cowie
5443 Robin Dr
Grand Blanc, MI 48439



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aleks Kosowicz
N. Balsam Road
Hayward, WI 54843



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Lake
1232 Downing St.
Winnipeg, MB R3E 2R7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Skyrm
305 W 98th Street #4FS
New York, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Connie Curnow
219 Summermeadow Cir
Bountiful, UT 84010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Coelho
1414 W. College
Santa Rosa, CA 95401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kay McPherson
2409 Arcadia Dr
Missoula, MT 59803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jay Dickason
4470 S. Lemay Ave.
Fort Collins, CO 80525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ray West
41678 Ogier,Ln.
Astoria,Or., OR 97103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gloria Shen
40 Rocking Porch Ln
Asheville, NC 28805



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Reith
1025 2nd Ave
Eau Claire, WI 54703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Eastabrooks
Box 1489
Andrews, NC 28901, NC 28901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Perkins
13226 42nd Avenue NE
Seattle, WA 98125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Bassett
1120 Huffman Road Ste 24 PMB 508
Anchorage, AK 99515



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joe Neumann
1212 NE Ravenna Blvd
Seattle, WA 98105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. roberta newman
300 Monte Vista Ave.
Mill Valley, CA 94941



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chris VanDerhoof
127 Monarch Ct.
Martinsburg, WV 25403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Burton Steck
3522 N Leavitt St
Chicago, IL 60618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathy Yeomans
2522 Yuma
Ventura, CA 93001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Zoey Green
11701 15 Mile Rd
Sterling Heights, MI 48312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Giovanna Tonelli
905 Mountain St
Philadelphia, PA 19148



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Bond
701 W Grove Pkwy
Tempe, AZ 85283



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeffrey Higgins
510 Long Hill Rd
Guilford CT, CT 06437



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Terri Taylor
607 Greenway Rd. SE
Glen Burnie, MD 21061



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Edmund Pusch
9534 Ruggles St
Omaha, NE 68134



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Alwyn Barr
3215 53rd Street
Lubbock, TX 79413



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr TA Adams
1850 W Cordova Pl
Pahrump, NV 89060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aixa Fielder
4749 W. Washington Bl.
Los Angeles, CA 90016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diana Washburn
400 Willard Street
Leominster, MA 01453



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Matthews
352 Old Rosser Rd
Stone Mountain, GA 30087



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cindy Campbell-Carney
Hidden Valley Cir.
Fair Oaks, CA 95628



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Burns
1023 W Alder St
Louisville, CO 80027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sharon hobrock
3140 Wisconsin Ave NW Apt 709
Washington, DC 20016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Craig Fortier
344 Fortier Dr
344 Fortier Drive
Williston, VT 05495



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ms Carol Freese
370 S Osborne ST
Kennewick, WA 99336
 
509-396-7299



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Harold Crim Jr.
1013 College Blvd
Ashland, OH 44805



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Wright
1565 Kearney St.
Denver, CO 80220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Englert
3525 SE Insley St
Portland, OR 97202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Manoogian
PO Box 7112
Nashua, NH 03060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ginny Pendas
311 Balsam St
Palm Bch Gdns, FL 33410



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rebecca Klemme Eliceiri
649 Bismark Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. bob manchester
34 crestview
Pine City, NY 14871



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrea Fleck
Am HIrschplatz 1
Heddesheim, ot 68542



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Guy Harrison
13496 S 28th St
Lot 23
Vicksburg, MI 49097



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Candelaria
3852 Tracy St
Los Angeles, CA 90027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Hogan
Electric
La Jolla, CA 92037



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. catherine Zavala
3508 N Olsen Ave
Tucson, AZ 85719



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Please protect deep see corals.  They are fascinating and important.  We get wrapped up
in our little concerns so much we forget the bigger picture and the part the rest of life plays
in that bigger picture.
 
To be more specific for this matter, I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council is taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood
deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of
fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the
objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for
Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance
ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ryan Wagner
1029 Spaight St 4D
Madison, WI 53703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Gayle Spencer
2603 Alpine Rd
Menlo Park, CA 94025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Arleen weiss
715 Bockman Rd
San Lorenzo, CA 94580



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Christina Babst
728 N. Doheny Drive
W. Hollywood, CA 90069



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lilly Kohler
Salinenestr
Reichenhall, ot 72664



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Elizabeth Adan
4419 Rollingrock Way
Carmichael, CA 95608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron Pollina
401 Devon Ave.
Park Ridge, IL 60068



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Charles Dunn
580 Sasco Hill Rd
Fairfield, CT 06824



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jenny Collins
1522 Dwight Way
Berkeley, CA 94703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Fromm
83 Parkside St
Longmeadow, MA 01106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kara Stewart
640 Jackson St
Fennimore, WI 53809



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Terri Fulton
2968 Croftdon St
Costa Mesa, CA 92626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anna Drummond
P. O. Box 3303
Grass Valley, CA 95945



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dawn Demaske
1776 Maryland Ave E Apt 106
St Paul, MN 55106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such protections would be in line
with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic
Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to
advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of the
defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should include
mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation benefit while
allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There should be no
new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up these sensitive
areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of Amendment 16.
Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Shoemaker
6071 Colton Blvd.
Oakland, CA 94611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anna Drummond
P. O. Box 3303
Grass Valley, CA 95945



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martin Haunhorst
Sterntorbrücke 5
Bonn, ot 53111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carla Tuke
wilmington ave
slc, UT 84106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vicky Moraiti
Kerasountos 64
Athens, NY 12242



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Derbick-Johnson
1930 N. Harlem Ave.
Unit 604
Elmwood Park, IL 60707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Deborah Parker
103 Old Bay St
Peekskill, NY 10566



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Lawson
456 Redwood Aveneu
Corte Madera, CA 94941



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tiffany Brown
3656 Imo Lane
Halifax, NS B3K 5R1



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jim Cronin
Central Street
Somerville, MA 02130
 
phone number



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16. For a
better country, for our people, for our future.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carolyn Lilly
6114 Caminito Sacate
San Diego, CA 92120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Trujillo
411 N Atlantic Blvd
411 N. Atlantic Blvd
Alhambra, CA 91801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Nez
8951 N Van Houten Ave
Portland, OR 97203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Katherine Maas
110-151 St. Andrews St.
Victoria, BC V8V 2M9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Lou Meeks
719 Christine Dr.
Palo Alto, CA 94303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Amanda Willis
489 7th Ave Apt 1
Brooklyn, NY 11215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
George Hudes
3763 Round Top Drive
Honolulu, HI 96822



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martha Haber
3059 Shadypark Drive
Long Beach, CA 90808



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. DANIELLE BILLINGTON
624 Huron Blvd SE Apt 304
Minneapolis, MN 55414



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dan Cross
1123 SW 5th Pl
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Timothy Dobbins
1255 Page Street
San Francisco, CA 94117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bev Johnson
31176 Calle San Pedro
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynn Morris
233 E. Wacker Dr.
#3504
Chicago, IL 60601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Julie Griffith
1020 Kehoe Dr
Saint Charles, IL 60174



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Christy Kurtz
841 Prairie Ave.
Bartlett, IL 60103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
melissa fleming
1411 marigny st
new orleans, LA 70117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Donna Jaggard
5455 N Sheridan Rd Apt 602
Chicago, IL 60640



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gudrun Matthaus
3245 Park Dr
Punta Gorda, FL 33982



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. jerold huebner
449 Troutman St Apt 33
Brooklyn, NY 11237



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dave Karrmann
1133 Westdale Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
peter lehnert
n4710 birch lane
iron mountain, MI 49801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. alice clews
22 Birch Rd
Kinnelon, NJ 07405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kathryn Miller
7914 Stonehearth Rd
Severn, MD 21144



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janice Hallman
5355 Anderlie Ln
Saint Paul, MN 55110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Willis
40 Fillmore Street
N/A
San Francisco, CA 94117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anastasia Dnaielson
2252 meridian blvd
mammoth lakes, CA 93546



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Dodd
18678 Cape Sable Dr
Boca Raton, FL 33498



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rebecca Duke
4920 Floristan Ave
LA, CA 90041



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erik Svehaug
416 trevethan ave
santa cruz, CA 95062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lance Polya
46 Fields Lane
Jericho, VT 05465



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anita Shanker
1004 Oak Tree Dr
Chapel Hill, NC 27517



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joan Arnold
541 Nova Way
Madison, WI 53704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shaheen Nauman
C-1/3, Maymar View Apts,
Karachi, ot 75300



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Bridges
201 S Glen Oak Dr
Athens, IL 62613



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
I, my nieces, nephews, their children and their children's children thank you for your
consideration.
 
Sincerely,
RJ Stallings
 
 
Mr. RJ Stallings
811 W Fourth Plain Blvd
Vancouver, WA 98660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jessie saucier
313 memphis trace
covington, LA 70433



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
alexa kleinbard
406   williams  street
tallahassee, FL 32303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anita Cannata-Nowell
203 S Bridge St
Jefferson, TX 75657



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Rose
1370 Delaware Street
Berkeley, CA 94702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Scherr
53 Ivy Ct
Quakertown, PA 18951



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Douglas Cooke
19 Marine Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kevin L Curtis
339 N Jefferson Ave
339 N Jefferson Avenue
Fullerton, CA 92832



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heikki Partanen
Puutarhatie 8A3
Juankoski, ot 73500



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dr. Linda Silversmith
260 New Mark Esplanade
Rockville, MD 20850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gerald Marcoccia
5453 N Kenmore Ave Unit 3-S
Chicago, IL 60640



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Turner
3425 Parkcliff Dr
Kingsport, TN 37664



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Fraissl
16315 oak canyon drive
Morgan hill, CA 90802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Myers
1051 Neon Forest Cir
Longmont, CO 80504



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Don Johnson
20042 103 rd. Pl. S.E.
Kent, WA 98031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Busey
2505 Tuscan
Sparks NV, NV 89434



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. susan Messenger
14178 Route 19
Waterford, PA 16441



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bob Douglas
2115 Summit Ave
Saint paul, MN 55105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Olof Dahlstrand
PO Box 2703
Carmel By The Sea, CA 93921



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Roberts
11355 SW 12
Beaverton, OR 97005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cato Dubo
1234 Morin
Val Morin, HI 96789



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
LISA LARSEN
P.O. BOX 2566
Lancaster, CA 93539



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gabriel  Kirkpatrick
2620 Coffey
Denton, TX 76207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cynthia Fava
2161 springer road
midlothian, tx, TX 76065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vicky Matsui
541 19th Avenue
541 19th Avenue
Seattle, WA 98122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Wendy Fossa
78 Belcher St
Essex, MA 01929



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Your children and grandchildren will thank you for protecting their most valuable legacy--
no NOT your money--a livable, workable planet.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Claassen
34615 Powerhouse Rd.
Auberry, CA 93602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James D. Sullivan
2241 El Rancho Dr
Santa Cruz, CA 95060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diana Crowson
PO Box 244
Los Lunas, NM 87031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Douglas Cooke
19 Marine Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Georgia Fizdale
914 W Marcello Ave
Newbury Park, CA 91320



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Syverson
269 Dutton St.
Lowell, MA 01852



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Mathison
2226 moreno drive
Los Angeles, CA 90039



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marty Mason
371 E Glengary Cir
Highland Heights, OH 44143



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Emily McDonald
1419 Brook St.
Scranton, PA 18505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Bugbee
21196 North Ave
Battle Creek, MI 49017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Harralson
3629 Lankershim Blvd
Hollywood, CA, CA 91604



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Earl and Margie VanBerkom
8817 Hallmark Ave S
Cottage Grove, MN 55016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ingrid Skei
1570 El Monte Dr
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Alice Schoolman
9171 Wilshire Blvd
Beverly Hills, CA 90210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angie Affolter
1650 Winston ct
Mundelein , IL 60060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Stacey Mayner
2141 SW 122nd Pl
Burien, WA 98146



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Allison Ross
4615 Joana Pl
Cincinnati, OH 45238



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anthony Rosner
1443 Beacon Street
Brookline, MA 02446



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Annette Mattison
16541 Chestnut St
Roseville, MI 48066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. luc Suer
1800 Glendale Ave
street
Durham, NC 27701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kevin Eric Kronenberg
3424 Third St.
Oceanside, NY 11572



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Katherine Iosif
1134 Finnegan Way #202
Bellingham, WA 98225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Friedman
8409 35 Ave
Jackson Heights, NY 11372



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eric Lichtenstein MD
2735 Avenue Au Soleil
Gulf Stream, FL 33483



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kenneth Nahigian
9570 Harvest View Way
Sacramento, CA 95827



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kenneth Nahigian
9570 Harvest View Way
Sacramento, CA 95827



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cecilia Ballard
4 Nansen Smt
Lake Oswego , OR 97035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lynn Walker
15901 Corsica Ave
Cleveland, OH 44110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Peters
508 Portwest Ct
Henrico, VA 23238



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kaaren Klingel
11815 Oakridge Ct.
Pinckney, MI 48169



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gloria Linda Maldonado
131 Alameda de las Pulgas
Redwood City, CA 94062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Douglas McNeill
33 Ridge Rd, Unit T
Greenbelt, MD 20770



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joseph Lilli
16100 Sunset
Pacific Palisdes, CA 90272



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessica  Clem
1100 Graham Dr Apt 1407
Tomball, TX 77379



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Caroline Binder
1140 Union Church Rd
Mc Connellsburg, PA 17225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. N. Bazan
P.O. Box 21455
Oakland, CA 94602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. mary meshell
101 Pecan St
Shannon, MS 38868



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Alter
204 N 195th Street
Shoreline, WA 98133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Pat Hovey
PO Box 1305
Southold, NY 11971



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Caitlin Churchill
41 Dimick St
Somerville, MA 02143



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins & Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah Lilley
178 Richardson Street
Brooklyn, NY 11222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. John A. Ferguson
1151 Walnut St
Berkeley, CA 94707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sarah Danner
6661 Fairmont St
Navarre, FL 32566



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
H. Guh
10440 High Hollows Dr., #146
Dallas, TX 75001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Susan Watts
16217 Sunset Trail
Riverside, CA 92506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Simpson
4607 Platinum Dr NE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
H. Guh
10440 High Hollows Dr., #146
Dallas, TX 75001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vera Brown
6 Barcelona Circle
Redwood City, CA 94065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Martha Jane Ripple
915 Welham Green Road
Great Falls, VA 22066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Vesper
1601 Berkeley Way
Berkeley, CA 94703
 
510-364-0092



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alexander Gaya
W201 N16658 Hemlock Street
Jackson, WI 53037



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Henry Rosenfeld
16217 Sunset Trail
Riverside, CA 92506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christopher Key
1571 H Street #201
Bellingham, WA 98225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cassandra Browning
2170 Raynor St SE
Salem, OR 97302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vernon Batty
1255 Becky Dr
Colorado Springs, CO 80921



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adrian Van Buskirk
613 Breen DR
Champaign, IL 61820



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
david steiner
5101 Caves Hwy
Cave Junction, OR 97523



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ELIZABETH CAROL ABSHER
11626 S PAPAGO CIR
PHOENIX, AZ 85044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Martha Vest
63 Fairview Avenue S.
St. Paul, MN 55105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Claudia Greco
1715 Hendrickson St
Brooklyn, NY 11234



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alex Deucher
5151 14TH ST N
Arlington, VA 22205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christine Lazar
10 Rockdale hill cir
Upton, MA 01568



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Latonya Walkerq
569 E 108th St Apt 3C
Brooklyn, NY 11236



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
alison miller
244 NE 92nd Pl
Portland, OR 97220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms pamala wright
62 drake
Pueblo, CO 81005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Neil Freson
26 Bitternell Ln
Henrietta, NY 14467



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roland Jacopetti
4939 Deerwood Dr
Santa Rosa, CA 95403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erma Lowe
2545 Wilson Rd.
Clarksville, Tn., TN 37043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Walter Ramsey
4165 Cherry Court
Oakley, CA 94561



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Polly Stonier
300 Coral Cir
Phoenix, OR 97535



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stewart Freshwater
4716 Estate Ranch St
N Las Vegas, NV 89031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martha Holland
3515 NW 17th St
Oklahoma City, OK 73107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paulo Dias
4228 Boxelder Place
Davis, CA 95618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
marilyn smith
7036 Goshen Rd
Newtown Sq, PA 19073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Elin Defrin
PO Box 58
Amenia, NY 12501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Daniel Sage
2000 Brightside Dr Apt 1420
Baton Rouge, LA 70820



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Mary Jones-Giampalo
N7491 S. Stone Gate Dr.
New Lisbon, WI 53950



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Kuehn
PO Box 178
Council, ID 83612



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Emily Herb
19-3970 Keonelehua Avenue
Volcano, HI 96785



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Adler
2904 Avalon Ave
Berkeley, CA 94705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jasmine Sailing
1474 Grape St
Denver, CO 80220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Reeta Roo
PO Box 875
Occidental, CA 95465



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charles Taormina
103 Camden Ave
Johnstown, PA 15904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Patty Bonney
8625 SW Oleson Rd
Portland, OR 97223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ruth Goldstein
Century Park Lane
Los Angeles, CA, CA 90067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Randall Heilbrunn
51 Deming Street
San Francisco, CA 94114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Melissa Cleaver
13115 Walnut Lake Road
Houston, TX 77065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joel Clasemann
2235 W Diamond Ave
Duluth, MN 55806



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Marie Ross
5500 N Main St Apt 20208
Fall River, MA 02720



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martijn Quicken
Moerdijkse Postbaan 56a
Etten-Leur, ot 4873LG



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heather Sherman
2 Gordon Lane
Westport, CT 06880



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert LeGault
1801 Center St.
Stevens Point, WI 54481



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deb Lincoln
3542 Lancer Ave.
Osage, IA 50461



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
harley cross
2432 east 8th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Patty Coates
425 Walnut St
Roselle Park, NJ 07204



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Jo Rtorock
1313 N Custer Ave
Clawson, MI 48017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Elizabeth Bryant
632 W Elias St
Meridian, ID 83642



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Hurlburt
2200 Palm St
Las Vegas, NV 89104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paola Fantignoli
Letzigraben 166
Zurich, ot 8047



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nicole Schlegel
1451 N Oxford ave
Pasadena, CA 91104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mihai  grigoriu
Kunzenweg 25
Freiburg im Breisgau, ot 79117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margotn VanEtten
437 Upper Valley Road
Rochester, NY 14624



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Petruccelli
24 Albright Rd
Coram, NY 11727



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Candace Batten
1936 Whitmore Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephanie Heyer
3308 Gondar Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90808



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. judy kirkpatrick
6609 Earnshaw St
Shawnee, KS 66216



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
F. Carlene Reuscher
1866 Kinglet Court
Costa Mesa, CA 92626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
T. Israel
67 deerhaven road
Mahwah, NJ 07430



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Marjorie Lev
4337 Cottage Way
Sacramento, CA 95864



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Celia Scott
1520 Escalona Dr
1520 Escalona Drive
Santa Cruz, CA 95060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kim Wilczyk
1077 Como Place
St. Paul , MN 55103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ken Mayer
523 crest circle
mohnton, PA 19540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dirk DeLu
Granite Ridge
Santa Cruz, CA 95065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Hodge
3735 NE Cleveland Ave
3735 NE Cleveland Ave
Portland, OR 97212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Camp
3235 Mulberry st Apt 2
Riverside, CA 92501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Diane Kristoff
4846 Indian Cabin Rd
Egg Harbor City, NJ 08215
 
6099654885



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peg Lupton
26 Lakeview Rd
Brookfield, CT 06804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Please proceed with your plan to protect coral. Please designate each of the defined
canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should include mid-water
trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding the 200-
meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation benefit while allowing
current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon.
 
It is critical to safeguard our natural treasures. Thank you for taking the first step to do so.
 
Sincerely,
 
M H
n/a
York, PA 17404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dita Škali?
Levtsikova 4
Moravske Toplice, ot 9226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan  Campbell
266 Arbella Loop
The Villages, FL 32162



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shanta Kamath
615 1/2 Sunnyside Dr.
Eugene, OR 97404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mara Sabinson
22 Mill Village Rd
Cornish, NH 03745



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Patricia Heiden
W399 S5484 County Road Z
Dousman, WI 53118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charles 1/18/2007 Stoner Jr
PA
9932 Mountain Rd, PA 17028
 
ga_3743971



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Emily Mantey
1134 N 51
Lincoln , NE 68504



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. linda willaby
RR 2 Box 4649
Pahoa, HI 96778



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rachael Pappano
330 River Rd.
Mattawamkeag, ME 04459



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maya Robinson
5115 43rd Ave
Woodside, NY 11377



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. william toner
PO Box 72
9 highland ave
Mc Graw, NY 13101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Theo Fraser
1309 Fearrington Post
Pittsboro, NC 27312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Litsa Katsarou
Kerasountos 65
Athens, ot 12242



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kevin Walker
1719 suMMit dr
Haymarket, VA 20169



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Donald Dimock
543 Clay St. E,  Unit 5
Monmouth, OR 97361



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Julia Radwany
4409 Idlebrook Dr
Akron, OH 44333



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elise Stengle
40 Hernandez Ave
San Francisco, CA 94112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janice Singer
170 West End Ave
2F
New York, NY 10023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Diana Saxon
Housewife
4098 Market St NE
Apt 23
Salem, OR, OR 97301
 
503-884-3203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Caroline Duley
912 Knox Ave.
Nashville, TN 37208



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Alexei Dolgorukii-Urievskii
15880 Fern Way
Guerneville, CA 95446



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeff Parsons
1384 210th Ave
New Richmond, WI 54017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ryan Smith
2435 Rinconada Dr. #16
San Jose, CA 95125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Spinio-Freudenthal
1033 HUFFVILLE ROAD
PILOT, VA 24138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. t Nolan
3940 Barryknoll Dr
Los Angeles, CA 90065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Witmer
150 Downs Blvd
Clemson, SC 29631



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nathan Coles
247 Plum Nelly Cir.
Brentwood, TN 37027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Antoinette Daab
3817 SW 11th Court
Cape Coral, FL 33914



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Francisca Sabadie
1 Walworth Avenue
Scarsdale, NY 10583



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jon Charles Falk
PO Box 462
Mill Valley, CA 94903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leonard Schafer
6819 Bluecurl Cir
Springfield, VA 22152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Keith Merson
2820 Ahwahnee Court
Cool, CA 95614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am a retired fish and wildlife biologist.  Although have no experience with Atlantic coast
fisheries, I am aware of past laxity in conservation there.  This proposal seems well
thought-out and deserves my support on the face of it. 
 
I'm encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joseph Hiss
225 17th Ave SE
Olympia, WA 98501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Erickson
455 Jerome Street
San Jose, CA 95125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Fish Brooks
1198 Navigator Dr.
Ventura, CA 93001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
Your top priority is the protect our Sacred Planet!
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
pedro anillo guevara
ancha
GTO, ot 37790



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. GEORGE BUDD
1463 S Sherbourne Dr
Los Angeles, CA 90035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Robyn Thornton
PO Box 463
Frazeysburg, OH 43822



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
marie cabadoc
1178 Charnelton St
Eugene, OR 97478



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elaine Sperbeck
618 E Monroe St
Little Falls, NY 13365



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. G Allen Daily
4119 N 110th St
Wauwatosa, WI 53222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
maria jose orobitg
major
barcelona, ot 08630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Peterson
926 Jamestown Ave
San Francisco, CA 94124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Pat Grady
160 Sycamore Dr
Grants Pass, OR 97526



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Christine Smith
7905 Sierra Largo Dr
Las Vegas, NV 89128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Bailey
2 Athenry Ct Apt 202
Lutherville Timonium, MD 21093



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Abbey Sutherland
618 Hinman Ave
Apt 3
Evanston, IL 60202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nancy Hiestand
526 S Campus Way
Davis, CA 95616



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ivan sizemore
913 shorewood dr
bartlett, IL 60103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Zox
15 Linnaean St Apt 4
Appt 4
Cambridge, MA 02138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Patricia Nielsen
614 Robert E Lee Dr
Wilmington, NC 28412



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joyce Frohn
425 Congress Ave
Oshkosh, WI 54901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Francine Shacter
4301 N. Camino del Obispo
Tucson, AZ 85718



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jane Torma
3405 pioneer hwy
Stanwood, WA 98292



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Toni Howard
12841 SE 175th Ct
Renton, WA 98058



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zoe Chapman
P.O,. Box 23
Whitethorn, CA 95589



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zoe Chapman
P.O,. Box 23
Whitethorn, CA 95589



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne G
Trierer
Cologne, ot 50672



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne G
Trierer
Cologne, ot 50672



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Krasnowski
2324 Cardinal Way
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
M. G. Lind
PO Box 1063
Vancouver, WA 98666



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cherie Connick
801 N Orange Grove Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marilyn Milbrandt
4235 Briarwood Drive
Urbana, OH 43078



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jim Capizzo
863 Venoy
Madison Heights, MI 48071



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Thorne
3244 66th ave sw #48
Tumwater, WA 98512



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kandace Loewen
720 N 75th St
Seattle, WA 98103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
As a scuba diver and citizen I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council is taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea
coral ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into
areas that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral
and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-
based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Lanham
450 N Golf Road
Prairie du Sac, WI 53578



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynne Mazzoli
107 West Street
West Bridgewater, MA 02379



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Don Gawronski
2742 S Shore Dr
2742 S. Shore Dr.
Milwaukee, WI 53207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Fralick
13001 Skyview Ave NE
Albuquerque, NM 87123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anneke Corbett
78 Chestnut St
Florence, MA 01062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. H. Dennis Shumaker
402 W. Market St.
Marietta, PA 17547



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. ryan miller
14628 Main St Apt Z202
Mill Creek, WA 98012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Haverkamp
1612 Pacific Dr.
Davis, CA 95616



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lily Johnson
9515 N KALMAR ST
PORTLAND, OR 97203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jackie Raven
235 E 89th St
235 E. 89th Street
New York, NY 10128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Denise Pedersen
731 N 350 E
Street 2
American Fork, UT 84003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. joe shaw
308 Juniper St
308 juniper st
Quakertown, PA 18951



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephen Ritter
Hummingbird Lane
Talent, OR 97540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vonda Wolcott
1222 Michigan Court
Alexandria, VA 22314



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Derek Frey
105 Catalpa Ln
Washington Boro, PA 17582



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Drew Panico
1308 Factory Pl Apt 112
Los Angeles, CA 90013



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Gass
844 Phelps Road
Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Kavanagh
710 S Oak Park Ave
Oak Park, IL 60304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ji-Young Kim
19230 25th Ave SE
Bothell, WA 98012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Janet Vernon
555 W Deerview Ct
Green Valley, AZ 85614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Nickerson
6345 Murray CT NW
Olympia, WA 98502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stanley R. Charles
442 farm branch drive
Fort Mill, SC 29715



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Hall
345 Doughtys Chapel RD
Greeneville, TN 37745



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jill Greer
17837 Tiger Rd
stark city, MO 64866



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
bronwen evans
210-130e15thave
vancouver, WA 98101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jay cooke
P.O. BOX 4429
CARMEL, CA., NH 03038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michelle Schmitt-DeBonis
13 Lenox Avenue
Milltown, NJ 08850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Summer Davis
530 S 400 E
#2405
Salt Lake City, UT 84111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elliot Seligson
444 N. El Camino Real
Encinitas, CA 92024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alix Bowman
4830 Queens Ct
Anchorage, AK 99508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rick Shreve
340 Union St. Apt. H
Arcata, CA 95521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Virginia Vollmar
490 Old Dunstable Rd.
Groton, MA 01450



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Fox
312 West 22nd Street
New York, NY 10011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nicole Gambino
1100 N. Placentia Ave, Apt. E31
Fullerton, CA 92831



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eric Thein
Douglaston
Escondido, CA 92026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sheri Varner-Munt
2017 Valley Ct
Clayton, NC 27520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessica Puk
1520 Salomon Lane
Wayne, PA 19087



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Wilson
P.O. Box 335
Myrtle Point, OR 97458



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Maceira
7620 Portland Rd NE
Salem, OR 97305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lani Ball
1221 Fordham Drive
Davis, CA 95616



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rhonda Smiley
1632 Royal Boulevard
Glendale, CA 91207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
yogi nasser
16951 se ankeny street
portland, OR 97233



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Martin
21w260 Walnut Rd
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marleen Neus
Kapellestraat
Zele, WI 98101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frederick Hamilton
12271 Wintergreen Street
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91739



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeannette Ernst
Elisabeth-Walter-Str. 26
Neckargemünd, ot 69151



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
It isn't just because they are pretty -- they play a crucial role in maintaining the balance of
the whole deep-sea ecosystem.  Please do all you can to prevent the expansion of fishing
into areas that now in grave danger of destruction.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ingrid Wendt
35 Westbrook Way
Eugene, OR 97405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. beverly herbert
575 Lorraine Ave
Santa Barbara, CA 93110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
claudia Prado
713 Apple Hill Dr
Brentwood, CA 94513



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
k gilpatrick
9 gove st
sanford, ME 04073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Stephanie  Appleton
604 Rue Des Sables
Sainte Catherine De La Jacques C, QC G3N 3B3



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Fay Payton
5902 298th Ave NE
Carnation, WA 98014, WA 98014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
S. Hansen
155 North 300 West
Richfield, UT 84701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathryn Gallagher
76 Woodside Dr
San Anselmo, CA 94960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Elaine Priday
3879 SW Reif Rd
Powell Butte, OR 97753



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Raymond Marshall
20635 Spring Garden Road
Foresthill, CA 95631



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Glenis Croucher
P O Box 23887
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
kris wood
0 panama ave
richmond, CA 94804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Barbara Horne
8403 Mountain Laurel Rd
Boonsboro, MD 21713



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bruce Hamilton
1350 W. Walnut Dr.
Salt Lake City, UT 84116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
grace johnstone
1808 bridgman hill rd
hardwick, VT 05843



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Amie King
8059 E. Vassar Dr.
Denver, CO 80231



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jesse Dubinsky
162 rolling way
Peekskill, NY 10566



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jesse Dubinsky
162 rolling way
Peekskill, NY 10566



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ann Welton
202 Marshall St
Brookneal, VA 24528



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Cross
P.O. Box 187
Stinson Beach, CA 94970



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda McDonald
516 S Oak St
Ukiah, CA 95482



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Molly Huddleston
POBox 1119
Santa Rosa, CA 95401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard McKee
1037 Champion Circle
1037 Champion Circle
Longmont, CO 80503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shawn Tays
256 School Street
Manchester, CT 06040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
STEWART SMYTHE
610 KANE CREEK BLVD APT A4
MOAB, UT 84532



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sandra kyle
29 Pringle Place
Hamilton, ot 3200



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Having lived in Belize for fifteen and a half years, I am conscious of the importance of
corals in the second longest reef in the world.  Not only the reef needs protections, but
also the deep sea corals.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rosemarie Kirwan
Village Drive
Nazareth, KY 40048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The council
has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely
pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems,
and with the council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit, while allowing current fisheries access to areas they most rely upon.
 
There should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening
up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
amendment 16.
 
Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England, around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Michaels
12022 W. Florida Ave
Lakewood, CO 80228



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Scott Akemon
4260 harbor View
oakland, CA 94619



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Herther
1585 Cohansey   # 201
St Paul, MN 55117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary F
Cascade
CASCADE, IA 52033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. George Hartman III
2514 Evans Ave
Louisville, CO 80027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Star Seastone
925 Columbia Rd 613
FORT COLLINS, CO 80525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Alexandra Gordon
11701 SW 80th Rd
Miami, FL 33156



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donald Williams
81 College Ave
Somerville, MA 02144



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tom Bryson
10951 NW 29th Ct.
Sunrise, FL 33322



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Masters
335 Beechwood Dr
Grants Pass, OR 97526



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Solano
520 Arden Park Blvd
Detroit, MI 48202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron Pollina
401 Devon Ave.
Park Ridge, IL 60068



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Virginia Michaud
Bedford Street
Lexington, MA 02142



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Fischoff
2000 E Roger Rd
Tucson, AZ 85716



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alex Wesson
130 Rock Point Drive
Durango, CO 81301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gene Fox
512 11th St.
Del Mar, CA 92014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maggie A.
410 porlier street
Green Bay, WI 54301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Brandes
3935 N Country Club Rd, Apt 20-BT
Tucson, AZ 85716



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Thomas V.  Connor     OFS
17 Dubois Street
17 Dubois Street
Wallkill   , NY 12589



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mia Stein-Kodzik
8134 Aberdeen Ct
Milwaukee, WI 53213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Phillip Anderton
Winston Avenue
Poole, ot BH12 1PD



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Terri Barreras
6124 W. Melrose St.
Chicago, IL 60634



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gilbert Wald
534 Foothill Rd
Bridgewater, NJ 08807



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roger Seapy
11702 Paseo Bonita
Los Alamitos, CA 90720



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jesse Williams
1525 Marlowe Ave
.
Cincinnati, OH 45224



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Netusil
9 Lachmund Ct
Old Tappan, NJ 07675



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Paula Neville
277 Pepperidge Dr
Rochester, NY 14626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Weil
Au Street
Waialua, HI 96791



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sabrina Sarne
1106 Mustang Dr.
d, CA 94526



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. cynthia molinero
po box 470322
aurora, CO 80047
 
719.633.6481



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. diane bolman
334 Ignacio Valley Cir
Novato, CA 94949



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Nancy Berger
3219 Regatta Pointe Ct
Midlothian, VA 23112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Claudia de la Rosa-Fuller
5107 Nicholson Dr
Baton Rouge, LA 70820



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dale Anania
1819 Curtis St
Berkeley, CA 94702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Marguery Lee Zucker
1966 Orchard St
Eugene, OR 97403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
s barbuto
1 Deer Trail
Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jim Anzalone
PO Box 1249
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96156



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Wayne L. Kelly
1257 Siskiyou Blvd, #1133
Ashland, OR 97520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Glatz
121 Southerton Lane
Greentown, PA 18426



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Newton
1598 E. Rhorer Rd
Bloomington, IN 47401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Liz Helenchild
Box 1276
Mendocino, CA 95460



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ashley Parker
1440 Kriebel Mill Road
Collegeville, PA 19426



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Reed
539 Hoover Ave
San Jose, CA 95126



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Snezana Miletic
S.Jankovica
Belgrade, ot 11000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bill Leikam
530 Kendall Ave
Palo Alto, CA 94306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Julie Sears
320 Canyon Ridge Dr
Richardson, TX 75080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
steve tyndall
7243 camino degrazia
#57
san diego, CA 92111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kathleen Eaton
1035 Schagrin Dr.
Middletown, DE 19709



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Bash
Retired
217 Lee Road 288
Smiths , AL 36877



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
B. E.
Village Sch. Rd.
WLV, CA 91361



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Linda Leonard Lamme
10254 SW 55th Ln
Gainesville, FL 32608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Henry Tillman
6 Marquise Oaks Place
The Woodlands, TX 77382



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Monica Padilla
6193 Baltimore Drive
La Mesa, CA 91942



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janis Stevens
actress
4401 Capri Way
Sacramento, CA 95822



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nicolas Caballero
Dos hermanas
Sevilla, ot 41702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Hughes
246 Brewery Lane
Auburn, CA 95603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julia Drabes
1025 trout gulch
Aptos, CA 95003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sari McConnell
Elsinore Street
Los Angeles, CA 90026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anita Wisch
23709 Del Monte Drive
Valencia, CA 91355



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pamela Scott
167 Teilh Dr
Boulder Creek, CA 95006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Quimby
308 E Las Flores Ave
Arcadia, CA 91006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Britton Kerin
232 Henderson Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99709



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Emanuele Beccaro
via Porta 4
Padova, ot 35010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration and taking the time to listen.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Amanda Guthrie
PO Box 61
Montello, NV 89830



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
bernadette  cuellar
4 chemin du garrigot
névian, ot 11200



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maria Nowicki
2324-14th Ave
San Francisco, CA 94116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Isaac Valero
Del Cerro Dos, A-46
Caraquiz-Guadalajara.Spain, PA 19187



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
carol easton
407 valencia school rd
aptos, CA 95003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Blackie Straussburg
346 Virginia Street #5
El Segundo, CA 90245



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Beeny
181 Tudor Oval
Westfield, NJ 07090



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
J. Carnegie
151 E. 26th St.
New York, NY 10010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Wengert
6648 Westshire St
Portage, MI 49024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dave Dunkak
1574 SE Lexington St
Portland, OR 97202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
zephyr taurel
16 deering court
oakland , CA 94601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Cohen
26 Huntinghouse Lane
North Scituate, RI 02857



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Wilson
536 41st
Oakland, CA 94609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. gre stoklosa
3730kochville rd.
blueberryhill
saginaw, MI 48604



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vivien Lee
433 - 628 Fleet St.
Toronto, ON M5V 1A8



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Thomas
14137 235th PL SE
Issaquah, WA 98027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lee A. Johnson
208 Maes Rd
Las Vegas, NM 87701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michelle Hamilton
6503 61st St NE
Marysville, WA 98270



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark Holmgren
retired
2039 17th St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Monica Moore
832 21st St Unit A
Santa Monica , CA 90403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
judith lotz
1713 N Fairview St
Burbank, CA 91505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amanda McNeill
312 East Montezuma Avenue
Cortez, CO 81321, CO 81321



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Megan Pruiett
655 Steiner St
655 Steiner
San Francisco, CA 94117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Hayes
2312 St. James Pl.
Modesto, CA 95350



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. paul kalka
357 W Elm St Fl 1
Conshohocken, PA 19428



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Starr Hogan
77 j. hill
Waynesville, NC 28786



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nicole Schildcrout
115 Market St
Amesbury, MA 01913



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Diane Vandiver
530 Princeton Dr
Bolingbrook, IL 60440



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. margith maughan
8 Hillside Ave
Salt Lake Cty, UT 84103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Olga Abella
12129 N 675th St
12129 N 675th St
Robinson, IL 62454



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Larry Rosenberg
PO Box 6902
Tahoe City, CA 96145



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. frank depinto
PO Box 6194
Chattanooga, TN 37401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
EDWARD LEE
503-2633 E Broadway
Vancouver, BC V5M 4G6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris hazynski
12 cypress ct
bordentown, NJ 08505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maria Morehead
2340 48th Ave. SW  #3
Seattle, WA 98116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amy Heyneman
10579 NE Manor Ln
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
M. Dürrenberg
Hamburg
Hamburg
Hamburg, VA 22529



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Simmons
232 Pat Rd
Knoxville, TN 37922



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rachel Ford
7238 SW 54th Ave
Portland, OR 97219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Yaffee
1980 Iroquois
Long Beach, CA 90815



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sheila Dooley
816 E 13th St
The Dalles, OR 97058



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Vernon Groves
5496 SW 157th Pl
Beaverton, OR 97007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Andy Gold
PO Box 355
Las Vegas, NM 87701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Enzo Bard
1930 Harte St
North Baldwin, NY 11510



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Edith Ogella
4868 Rhoads Avenue
Santa Barbara, CA 93111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Yolanda MacLean
P.O. Box 4034
Winter Park, FL 32793



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Carl Nylund
13105 Herrick Ave
13105 Herrick
Grandview, MO 64030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Helisek
4011 Gibbs St.
Alexandria, VA 22309



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rosemarie Smith
400 Burlington Ave
1st Floor
Delanco, NJ 08075



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bryan Ruff
3457 Ramstad Dr
San Jose, CA 95127



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Norman Traum
1478 N Franklin Ct
Louisville, CO 80027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Jackson
50 Us Rte 1
Robbinston, ME 04671



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chris Zumas
5862 Monocacy Dr
Bethlehem, PA 18017
 
610-393-0499



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Danny Dwinell
1522 NE 175th St., #204
Shoreline, WA 98155



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
eva thiemann
2275 Humbug Cr.Rd.
Jacksonville, OR 97530



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tom Pitman
1913 1/2 Magnolia blvd.
Burbank, CA 91506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Paolino
160 Broad St
New London, CT 06320



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vidya Sivan
27 phillips
Boston, MA 02114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Ardelean
3410 Descanso Dr. #7
Los Angeles, CA 90026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jim Pomeroy
2406 Marilyn Dr
2406 Marilyn Drive
Papillion, NE 68046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Sandip Dasgupta
1133 10th St #106
Santa Monica, CA 90403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Gold
2901A Sir Francis Drake Blvd
Fairfax, CA 94930



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. robert tinsley
708 kirkwood ave
Iowa City, IA 52240



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Sandip Dasgupta
1133 10th St #106
Santa Monica, CA 90403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Charleen Steeves
3130 Schweitzer Dr.
Topanga, CA 90290



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Cuadra
10331 NW 9th Street Cir Apt 5
apt 5
Miami, FL 33172



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ellen Gold
3790 El Camino Real #2001
Palo Alto, CA 94306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Porter
15-1622 10th avenue
Keaau, HI 96749



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rand & Joyce Fazar
3538 Princeton Cir NE
Roanoke, VA 24012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brad Rae
24892 Rivendell Drive
Lake Forest, CA 92630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Steele
9105 Tuolumne Dr
Sacramento, CA 95826



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Timothy Taylor
20179 W Good Hope Rd
Lannon, WI 53046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joshua heffron
8 E 83rd St # APT7B
New York, NY 10028



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jane Drews
506 N Crestwood Ave
McHenry, IL 60051



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zoe Chapman
P.O,. Box 23
Whitethorn, CA 95589



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
linda schmid
2632 Marine Way
Mountain View, CA 94043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zoe Chapman
P.O,. Box 23
Whitethorn, CA 95589



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Priscilla Drake
3701 Willett Rd.
Penn Yan, NY 14527



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tammy Davis
423 East 7th Street, Room 536
Los Angeles, CA 90014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
S L Vinas
4001 SW 103 Ave
Davie, FL 33328



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gayle B. Rosenberry
703 Gorsuch Ave
703 Gorsuch Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21218



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Eric Edwards
1373 Prairie Ct
West Chicago, IL 60185



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Short
916 W. BULB FARM RD.
SHELTON, WA 98584



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. lorraine foster
8205 SE 9th Ave
Portland, OR 97202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jeannette Hall
2118 Floyd Ct
Port Charlotte, FL 33952



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jane Alexander
50129
Jefferson, IA 50129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vera Koller
Etzel
Znrich, ot CH-8000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jordan Agent
10 SHEPARD ST APT 3
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anore Shaw
3429 Bermuda Court
San Ramon, CA 94582



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sandra l lawrence
1428 Main St.
kerrville, TX 78028



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Mary Ann Tetreault
249 Sias Avenue
Newport, VT 05855



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Morgan MacConaugha
2450 Colony Loop
Anchorage, AK 99507



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ruth Case
1055 Casitas Pass Rd Apt 204
Carpinteria, CA 93013



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brad Beaver
1531 Josie Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90815



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Neil Brydon
4053 8th Ave #53
San Diego, CA 92103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike Baldasio
Otter St.
Niagara Falls, NY 14301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah Baumann
476 Forest St
Kearny, NJ 07032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
We encourage the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive steps to
protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an
opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the
Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, we urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and
each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16.
 
Furthermore, we support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
WE IMPLORE YOU to safeguard these ecological treasures NOW and for future
generations by establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their
IMPORTANCE to other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to
humans.
 
PLEASE pass and implement the STRONGEST POSSIBLE MANAGEMENT MEASURES
in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lester and Judy Hoyle
765 Mesa Verde Dr.
765 Mesa Verde Dr.
Cave Junction, OR 97523



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
MaryJo Malo
1732 N. Prospect #114
Milwaukee, WI 53202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. S. Etherton
504 E 63rd St
New York, NY 10065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rauni Tompuri
Ripusuontie 99 A
Helsinki, PR 00660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
PLEASE TAKE THIS VERY SERIOUSLY AND PROTECT THESE VITALLY IMPORTANT
ECOSYSTEMS :
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. anne jackson
PO Box 516
Morgantown, PA 19543



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen Vignet
9962 NW 2nd Ct
Plantation, FL 33324



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Roseann Dudrick
9000S Crow Canyon Rd # 128
Danville, CA 94506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. robin pappas
PO Box 133
box 133,pocono manor,pa,18349
Pocono Manor, PA 18349



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frank Poppie
301 N. Alhambra Ave.
Monterey Park, CA 91755



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
It is important that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive steps
to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has
an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine.
Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems,
and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of the
defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should include
mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation benefit while
allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There should be no
new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up these sensitive
areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of Amendment 16.
Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Taiani
926 Bloomfield Ave. 9D
Glen Ridge, NJ 07028



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marie Travis
4925 Ashbrook
Dallas, TX 75227



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carolyn Clark Pierson
5262 County Highway 14
Treadwell, NY 13846



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ben Kloepper
729 Ruprecht Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Chapman
12 Stuyvesant Oval
New York, NY 10009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tom Hoffman
135 Davis Ln
Pearisburg, VA 24134



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
According to a national Vegetarian Resource Group Poll conducted by Harris Interactive,
nearly 15 percent of Americans say they never eat fish or seafood.
 
The pacific sardine lives along the coasts of North America from Alaska to southern
California. Sardines, once a major part of the California fishing industry, are now
considered to be "commercially extinct." Another species classified as "commercially
extinct" is the New England haddock. Ecologists have also been concerned about the
significant reduction in finfish, the Atlantic bluefin tuna, Lake Erie cisco, and blackfins that
inhabit Lakes Huron and Michigan.
 
Over 200,000 porpoises are killed every year by fishermen seeking tuna in the Pacific. Sea
turtles are similarly killed in Caribbean shrimp operations.
 
 Half of all fresh water worldwide is used for thirsty livestock.  Producing eight ounces of
beef requires an unimaginable 25,000 liters of water, or the water necessary for one pound
of steak equals the water consumption of the average household for a year.
 
Factory farm pollution is the primary source of damage to coastal waters in North and
South America, Europe, and Asia.  Scientists report that over sixty percent of the coastal
waters in the United States are moderately to severely degraded from factory farm nutrient
pollution.  This pollution creates oxygen-depleted dead zones, which are huge areas of
ocean devoid of aquatic life.
 
The World Conservation Union lists over 1,000 different fish species that are threatened or
endangered. According to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
estimate, over 60 percent of the world's fish species are either fully exploited or depleted.
Commercial fish populations of cod, hake, haddock, and flounder have fallen by as much
as 95 percent in the north Atlantic. 
 
It makes sense to eat lower on the food chain!
 
Nor can fish provide any help in alleviating global hunger. There are signs that the fishing
industry (which is quite energy-intensive) has already overfished the oceans in several
areas. And fish could never play a major role in the worlds diet anyway: the entire global
fish catch of the world, if divided among all the world's inhabitants would amount to only a
few ounces of fish per person per week.
 
In an online article appearing in the Guardian on 9/14/2010, entitled "Fish:  the forgotten
victims on our plate," Australian philosopher Peter Singer writes:
 
"Let's assume that all this fishing is sustainable, though of course it is not. It would then be
reassuring to believe that killing on such a vast scale does not matter, because fish do not
feel pain. But the nervous systems of fish are sufficiently similar to those of birds and



mammals to suggest that they do. When fish experience something that would cause other
animals physical pain, they behave in ways suggestive of pain, and the change in
behaviour may last several hours. (It is a myth that fish have short memories.) Fish learn
to avoid unpleasant experiences, like electric shocks. And painkillers reduce the symptoms
of pain that they would otherwise show.
 
"Victoria Braithwaite, a professor of fisheries and biology at Pennsylvania State University,
has probably spent more time investigating this issue than any other scientist. Her recent
book Do Fish Feel Pain? shows that fish are not only capable of feeling pain, but also are
a lot smarter than most people believe. Last year, a scientific panel to the European Union
concluded that the preponderance of the evidence indicates that fish do feel pain.
 
"Why are fish the forgotten victims on our plate? Is it because they are cold-blooded and
covered in scales? Is it because they cannot give voice to their pain? Whatever the
explanation, the evidence is now accumulating that commercial fishing inflicts an
unimaginable amount of pain and suffering. We need to learn...to find...alternatives to
eating them."
 
The American Dietetic Association reports that throughout history, the human race has
lived on "vegetarian or near vegetarian diets," and meat has traditionally been a luxury.
Studies show the healthiest human populations on the globe live almost entirely on plant
foods--useful data, given our skyrocketing healthcare costs. Nathan Pritikin, author of The
Pritikin Plan, recommended not more than three ounces of animal protein per day; three
ounces per week for his patients who had already suffered a heart attack.
 
In A Vegetarian Sourcebook (1983), author Keith Akers observes:
 
"Much has been made over the virtues of chicken and fish in comparison to red meats
such as beef and pork.  It has been said that eating chicken and fish will aid in the
prevention of heart disease, because these meats are relatively lower in fat and contain
more unsaturated than saturated fat, thus helping to lower cholesterol levels.
Unfortunately, these claims are not supported by the evidence. Studies in which human
volunteers switched from diets including beef and eggs, to one including fish and chicken
showed that serum cholesterol levels were not&nb sp;appreciably lowered by switching to
chicken and fish. 
 
"And an examination of the nutritional data suggests an explanation:  while it is true that
chicken and fish contain less fat than beef, it is also true that chicken and fish contain
about twice as much cholesterol per calorie as does beef.  Indeed, some seafoods (such
as crab, shrimp, and lobster) are exceptionally high in cholesterol content.
 
"All of these diverse theories have roughly the same dietary implications.  Meat is high in
cholesterol, saturated fat, and total fat. Plant foods, by contrast, are usually low in
saturated fat and total fat, and contain zero cholesterol.  Vegetarians have lower levels of
serum cholesterol than do meat-eaters, with total vegetarians (vegans) having the lowest
levels of all."
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive



steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to guarantee the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vasu Murti
30 Villanova Lane
Oakland, CA 94611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jace Mande
3355 Spring Mtn. Road #63
Las Vegas, NV 89102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pam Roussell
1210 parkerhaven ct
Houston , TX 77008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gerald McKelvey
1830 E Yosemite Ave Spc 196
Manteca, CA 95336



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Morgan Craig
2200 Arch St Unit 804
Philadelphia, PA 19103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen Diamond
1140 Asturia Ave.
Coral Gables, FL 33134



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kamia Taylor
PO Box 386
Preston, MO 65732



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Brodie
722 Greasy Creek Rd
Brasstown, NC 28902



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jamie Ashby
15152 E 118th Ave
Brighton, CO 80603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
It is encouraging that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, the Council should designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of
the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16.  New technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, should be placed
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
Please safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to human beings. Please
pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Ely
5645 Emrose Terrace
Dallas, TX 75227



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joe Miyamoto
7018 Morningstar Ln
New Port Richey, FL 34652



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
maxine clark
1717 sheridan rd
Bremerton wa, WA 98310



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alice Kelly
6493 Cooper St.
Felton, CA 95018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Enright
6222 E. Avalon Dr
Scottsdale, AZ 85251



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Berry
208 Joslyn Dr.
Pittsburgh, PA 15235



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William F bell
1616 Brushy Mountain Road
East Stroudsburg, PA 18302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jerry Henry
9215 E. Cherry Lane
Claremore, OK 74019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tim Burns
32117 42nd Pl SW
Federal Way, WA 98023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bob Miller
1265 Pacific Ave
Apt 24
Santa Rosa, CA 95404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Rogers
28029 133rd Ave SW
Vashon, WA 98070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heather Berk
18124 Wood Barn Ln
Fountain Valley, CA 92708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Blake Bentley
2629 laburnum ave
roanoke, VA 24015



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jocelyn Richards
768 9th Avenue
San Francisco, OR 97229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. aron shevis
302 windsor pl
brooklyn, NY 11218
 
718-624-2000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sharon Fortunak
7120 Ivystone Ave S
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
 
651-458-0169



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Gordon
11603 W 115th St
Overland Park, KS 66210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Danielle Spitz
75-638 Kula Kai Pl
Kailua Kona, HI 96740



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frances Wiggins
981 Ruth Ave
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
PLEASE.  THINK.  HELP.  THANK YOU.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leanna Weetman
5550 Springhouse Drive Apt 13
Pleasanton, CA 94588



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Schall
31 Elizabeth St
Asheville, NC 28801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Suzanne Donovan
1531 SW 67 Terr
Plantation, FL 33317



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Helen Logan Hays
18553 S Ferguson Rd
Oregon City, OR 97045



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Brown
9, Isabella Place
Kingston, ot KT2 5PB



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Katherine Glatter
535 West St.
Amherst, MA 01002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Katherine Glatter
535 West St.
Amherst, MA 01002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathyryn Oliver
1710 30th Avenue West
Seattle, WA 98199



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
JESSE COUNTERMAN
1801 33rd st
Sioux city, IA 51104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amy Wolfe
4561 Newcomb Hollow Rd
Cohocton, NY 14826



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mathew Mathai
506 Lucas Dr.
Blacksburg, VA 24060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ellen Garrett
2360 Carter Rd
Dubuque, IA 52001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. thomas moore
15550 kingfield drive  # 1202
Houston, TX 77084



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tom Wenzel
2063 Meadowbrook Rd.
Prescott, AZ 86303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cindy Yates
105 Linville Dr
Castle Hayne, NC 28429



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Nicole Moore
623 W Point O Woods Dr
Azusa, CA 91702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Kristofik
50 East 235th Street
Bronx, NY 10470



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Smith
Mansfield
Del City, VA 23503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
M A Gresko
R. D. # 1
Highland Mills, NY 10930



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Field
534 sw 3rd Ave
Portland, OR 97204



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marc Lionetti
405 Battle Bend Blvd.
Austin, TX 78745



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. gail reissen
6416 loughborough av.
st.louis, MO 63109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Isabel Araujo
Central 37
Vienna, ME 04360



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dana Hartman
PO Box 247
Pendleton, OR 97801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jinx Hydeman
18806 Vista Modjeska Rd
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92679



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
E. Schmidt
48 Cathcart Dr., #C
E, MO 63021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roger Pritchard
McGee Ave
Berkeley, CA 94703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marcia Walton
1956 Cherokee NW
Albuquerque, NM 87107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eva Aschenbrenner
Hertogenlaan 131
Geldrop, ot 5663 EH



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Trish Stevens
142 N Dixmont Rd
Troy, ME 04987



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tim Price
66-905 Paahihi St
paahihi
Waialua, HI 96791



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
chris ibach
41960 Davenport Way
Murrieta, CA 92562



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Phillip Schaffer
770 Gordon Dr.
Kingman, AZ 86409



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laurie Puca
16 Thornwood Drive
New City, NY 10956



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Pamela Meier
430 Garnett Avenue
None
Winthrop Harbor, IL 60096



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Suzanne Staggenborg
5621 Beacon St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15217



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nancy Fleming
802 SW Terwilliger Place
Portland, OR 97239



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vivian Griffin
2425 Harden Blvd., Lot 27
Lakeland, FL 33803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lana May
300 S. Edward St.
Mt. Prospect, IL 60056



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandra Britton
613 Woodgreen Way
Nipomo, CA 93444



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrew Mumford
22 Hudson Ave
Red Bank, NJ 07701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Romola Hunter
Cardwell st
Greymouth, ot 7802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kay Reinfried
797 Scott Lane
Lititz, PA 17543



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Miller
405 S. 9th St.
Leesburg, FL 34748



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
phil tompetrini
1146 getty ln
hernando, FL 34442



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gay Marie Goden
18951 Abby Ave
Cleveland, OH 44119
 
216 486-3929



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Irene Huskisson
3407 Peggy St.
Springdale, AR 72764



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cathy E Peterson
906 N Sumac Dr
Olathe, KS 66061



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Susan Lewis
5476 Pleasant Lake Rd
Ann Arbor, MI 48103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
It is time to act on really safeguarding deep ocean coral communities.  It is encouraging
that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive steps to protect
these vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
Now the Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that
remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lorraine Tesmer
127 Fayette Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
This being a form letter does not negate the fact that it represents my views.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Edwards
291 Limerick Ave
Eugene, OR 97404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. C. Kasey
9317 Guenevere Pl
Mechanicsvlle, VA 23116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sharon Root
503 Carlson St
Marshall, MN 56258



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Tyson
9451 Chesapeake Drive
North Royalton, OH 44133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dennis Wolff
590 S. Main St.
Cave Springs, AR 72718



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. S Logan
1001 Brickell Bay Dr
Miami, FL 33131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Lee
1515 Esparza Court
Pomona, CA 91766



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jeffrey muss
4975 f
sacramento, CA 95819



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Joan Patterson
1421 CR 323
Eureka Springs, AR 72632



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rose Easter
20352 Cedar Bluff Rd. Wc. 373
Fayetteville, AR 72703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ian Cannon
125 Buckingham Way
San Francisco, CA 94132



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. S Logan
1001 Brickell Bay Dr
Miami, FL 33131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Tracey Kleber
345 S Anita Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90049



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charlotte Sahnow
2756 Chad Drive
Eugene, OR 97408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Unni Krishnan
Sivam, T.C 6/115 Anchamada, Thoppumukku, Vattiyooykava, Kodungan
Trivandrum, Kerala, India, ot 695013



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pattie Meade
421 Via Montego
San Clemente, CA 92672



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
cathy collings
po box 1921
nevada city, CA 95945



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anna Ralston
522 E. Velma St.
Springdale, AR 72764



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roslyn Simon
PO Box 12454
Portland, OR 97212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ana Jacques
Rohrmoser
San Jose, CA 298-1100



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sandra Polk
135 Cherryville Hollow Rd
Flemington, NJ 08822



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eddie McKinney
421 Hillcrest Drive
Holton, KS 66436



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
adrienne borszeki
42 old oak road
a
london, KS 41520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
George Gallagher
28 Full Turn Rd
Levittown, PA 19056



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
George Joseph
1025 Mill St.
Springdale, AR 72764



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Janat Parker
13010 SW 116th St
Miami, FL 33186



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Colleen McMullen
6074 Antelope Trl
Kanab, UT 84741



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bonnie Lynn MacKinnon
1603 S Elm St
Georgetown, TX 78626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. mi ga
6217 Carlow Dr
Citrus Heights, CA 95621



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jean Wolman
1574 Clay Drive
Los Altos, CA 94024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marcia Ouellette
Main St.
Lafayette, IN 47905



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marcia Ouellette
Main St.
Lafayette, IN 47905



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
cheryl whittaker
2007 LENAPE UNIONVILLE RD
KENNETT SQUARE, PA 19348



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ken Lengel
9
palo cedro, CA 96073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. steven finkelstein
347 Sylvan Ln
Westbury, NY 11590



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mark hollinrake
t
new york, NY 10026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Katherine Cooper
2046 Winding Brook Way
Xenia, OH 45385



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mark hollinrake
t
new york, NY 10026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Albert Gamble
25 Sampan Avenue
Jamestown, RI 02835



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Scoffield
Apartado 179
Esporles
Illes Balears, ot 07190



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brenna Tinsley
270 Augusta Circle
Glasgow, KY 42141



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jeffrey Colton
168 Glenmore St
East Williston, NY 11596



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lezlie Ely
Alva Rd.
San Diego, CA 92127



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anthony Scoffield
Apartado 179
Esporles
Illes Balears, ot 07190



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marco Käser
Metallstr
St.Gallen, ot 9000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
deborah simpkins
1437 goodbar ave
memphis, TN 38104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Felicity Devlin
2417 N Washington St
Tacoma, WA 98406



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Craig Geiger
2810
Olympia, WA 98501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Donald Garlit
49651 Shenandoah Cir
Canton, MI 48187



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. gina johansen
56 Greenwood Ave
Wakefield, MA 01880



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Louis Reginato Jr
6 N.Kingsbridge Pl.
Apt.D
Chesapeake, VA 23322



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
deborah simpkins
1437 goodbar ave
memphis, TN 38104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Clark
1003 Wren Hollow Rd.
Woolwine, VA 24185



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. simone leiss
calle portugal 18
lloret de mar, PA 17310



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Marchessault
744 Buckeye Dr
Felton, CA 95018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ginny Jackson
3819 Tripp Unit 1
Ames, IA 50014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rosie Young
8561 N. Cloverleaf Rd. #75
Hauser, ID 83854



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Randy Handwerger
8 Folkstone Dr
East Hampton, NY 11937



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shawn Zubicek
399 mill st
Willits, CA 95490



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joshua Krasnoff
227 Prospect St.
Oak View, CA 93022



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
suzanne zuniga
301 NE 65th Ave
Portland, OR 97213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Roger Fairchild
8216 Marshall Ct
Arvada, CO 80003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ROZ ISAAC
406 EAST 2ND STREET
NORTH VANCOUVER, BC V7L1C8



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rui Moreira
103 Penn Place
Linden, NJ 07036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Brame
PO Box 600
600 Main St
Sidney, IA 51652



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tracy Pennington
5620 NW Briarwood
Lawton, OK 73505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
SHARON L TURCO
7152 PADDOCK CV
GERMANTOWN, TN 38138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rich Strassberg
3620 Greenfield Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eugenia Larson
160 Canyon Green Place
San Ramon, CA 94582



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
carol gilster
16 garden lane
kirkwood, MO 63122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Sachter
1933 Selby Ave. Apt. 102
Los Angeles, CA 90025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
Line Ringgaard
 
Line Ringgaard
Sinding Hovegade 21A
Herning, ot 7400



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heather Kemper
1425 Elliston Lane
Versailles, KY 40383



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Simeoni
Auguste-Bachelin 37
Neuchâtel, ot 2000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely, Jill Proffitt
 
Jill proffitt
cliff walk
teignmouth
Teignmouth, ot TQ14 8TR



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Licia Slimon
159 Roup Ave
Pittsburgh, PA 15206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joan McGrath
18 Island Rd
Franklin, MA 02038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.  I am counting on you to make sure our oceans stay
healthy and viable.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laura Horowitz
6544 Darlington Rd
Pittsburgh, PA 15217



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Thomas Brenner
512 Bella St
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I ask that you protect coral.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the coral defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Morgan
29 School Street
Ambler, PA 19002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
whitney watters
24 ribeira st
st augustine, FL 32084



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Murphy
58 Chimney ridge
Morristown, NJ 07961



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
michael schumm
1219 w crystal palace pl.
oro valley, AZ 85737



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ericha Courtright
3800 Canyon Ridge Arc
Las Cruces, NM 88011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patrick Russell
6052 Chabot Rd.
Apt. 10
Oakland, CA 94618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Lawrence
1701 Pinehurst Road
Dunedin, FL 34698



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Al DeRoy
94 Ridgecrest Dr
Pittsburgh, PA 15235



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stanley Jones-Umberger
37425 SE 39th Street
Washougal, WA 98671



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Terrie Williams
850 Laura Ln
Vidor, TX 77662
 
409-783-9737



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Dobson
2130 Broadway
New York, NY 10023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chris MacKrell
4835 E Anaheim St # 211
Long Beach, CA 90804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kicab Castaneda-Mendez
112 Rhododendron Ct
Chapel Hill, NC 27517



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Edward Estrella
4817 E. 18th St.
Tucson, AZ 85711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mary Bartlett
26 Laverock
Indianapolls, IN 46208



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marcia Hoodwin
8236 Shadow Pine Way
Sarasota, FL 34238



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. doug schad
PO Box 1562
Idaho Springs, CO 80452



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Doris Dejwakh
1811 W William Sears Dr Apt 6
Street 2
Eloy, AZ 85131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Peter J. Havel, DVM, PhD
 
Dr. Peter Havel
One Shields Avenue
Davis, CA 95616



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lois Yuen
1940 Yosemite Rd
Berkeley, CA 94707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gail Meese
15 E Lakeview Ave
Columbus, OH 43202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members
 
As a concerned American, I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council is taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea
coral ecosystems.
 
The Council now has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that
remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to:
 
--designate the proposed 200-meter broad
  zone and each of the defined canyons
  as off-limits to all destructive
  bottom fishing gears.
 
  This should include mid-water trawl
  gear, which has been documented to
  contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
  the 200-meter broad zone and canyons
  will provide the highest conservation
  benefit while allowing current
  fisheries access to the areas that
  they most rely upon.
 
--limit exemptions to those in the
  document, because the risk of opening
  up these sensitive areas to new
  fisheries or gear types would
  undermine theobjectives of Amendment
  16.
 
--use new technologies, such as vessel
  monitoring systems, aboard fishing
  vessels to help ensure the plan is
  effectively implemented on the water.
 
--establish a strong and enduring plan
  to serve as an example for similar
  protections in New England and around
  the U.S. and world, where scientists
  are discovering extensive, beautiful



  and previously unknown deep-sea coral
  gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kay Lockridge
2742 La Silla Dorada
Santa Fe, NM 87505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sarah A. Danielson
12421 E Roger Rd
12421 E. Roger Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85749



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leslie Casamento
19312 Beckonridge Lane
Huntington Beach, CA 92648



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. darynne jessler
4408 Gentry Ave
Valley Village, CA 91607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Judy Whitehouse
4843 E Coronado Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
J W
Fillmore St
Phila, PA 19111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laura Napoleon
25230 58th Ave
Little Neck, NY 11362



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. peg spinozzi
235 W 7th Ave
Collegeville, PA 19426



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dai Dayton
P.O. Box 1263
Bridgehampton, NY 11932



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
charles zeitler
5210 south compton ave
saint louis, MO 63111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bonita Underbakke
34526 State Hwy 16
Lanesboro MN, MN 55949



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
david hollister
357 41st ave
st pete beach, FL 33706



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Doug Anderson
7505 Ohio St
Little Rock, AR 72207
 
(501) 666-2702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eric Robson
643 E Johnson St
Apt 2
Madison, WI 53703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Brochhagen
11 Van Buren St
Massapequa Park, NY 11762



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Selbin
2431 Northwest Cir NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104
 
505-977-7906



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dorothy Pattillo
14203 Les Palms Cir
Tampa, FL 33613



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jane Ciarlone
63 Cedar Knolls Drive
Branford, CT 06405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jon Van de Grift
3130 Dover Drive
Boulder, CO 80305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Grace Morsberger
4826 Langdrum Ln
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bruce Bender
365 Kensington
Missoula, MT 59801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
michael daveiga
1215 almar street
concord, CA 94518



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mike Sherman
11556 Greenwood Avenue North
Seattle, WA 98133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol tuveson
watson rd
Durham, NH 03824



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Joyce Overton
5618 Highgate Lane
Rowlett, TX 75088



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jon Martin
PO Box 53
PO Box 53
Beaufort, NC 28516



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristin Wildensee
8027 SE Yamhill Street
PORTLAND, OR 97215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Saito
915 E. Santa Anita Ave.
Burbank, CA 91501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Mary Lee Benson
2046 Little Lake Rd
Washington Island, WI 54246



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. These
places are rare and becoming rarer every day; they need protection.  The Council has an
opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the
Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. LeeAnn Bennett
421 Rock Fence Place
Lawrence, KS 66049



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Samantha Turetsky
608 John Anderson Drive
Ormond Beach, FL 32176



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rebecca Harper
2616 Cordelia Rd
Los Angeles, CA 90049



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
l simonin
143 south 33rd st
belleville, IL 62226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Naida Verbeek
2504 25th ave.
Oakland , CA 94601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dolores Arndt
3206 80th St
Lubbock, TX 79423



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
virginia mendez
2365 Ne 173 Street
Miami, FL 33160



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maria Teresa Schollhorn
Cabildo 2262
Buenos Aires, ot 1428



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pamela Lau
1097 Smith Ave
Campbell, CA 95008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Becky Geiser
4607 Hinson Place
San Diego, CA 92115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jane Bryant
1417 Rutland St
Houston, TX 77008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Karen Ard
827 N Marion St
Oak Park, IL 60302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Henry Weinberg
835 Puente Dr
Santa Barbara, CA 93110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patti Walley
2119 forest ave
St. Louis, MO 63139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Bonnie Luft
2537 68th St
2537 68th
Fennville, MI 49408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Olli Sten
Mannerheimintie 40 B 53
Helsinki, ot 00100



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert B. DiGiovanni Jr.
481 Watson St. #3
Monterey, CA 93940



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janice Wilson
wedon way
Bygrave
Baldock, ot SG7 5DX



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Leonard Farr
18635 Wells Dr
Tarzana, CA 91356



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jesse kitt
376 Rosscraggon Rd
Arden, NC 28704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Collins
1935 Nault Road
Dover, DE 19904
 
302-678-1644



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Midgett
1102 Westmoreland Ave.
Norfolk, VA 23508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Denise Bell
171 W 23rd St Apt 4C
New York, NY 11203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David Newton
129 Carter St
None
Auburn, AL 36830



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jerry A. Johnson
2925 Dorman Avenue
Mpls, MN 55406



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sharon  Barnes
16110 Ventura Blvd.
Encino , CA 91436



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Hogarth
321 Jamestown Rd
Pittsboro, NC 27312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jillian Fiedor
1312 4TH ST WEST
Billings, MT 59101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Blumenthal
2812 NE 62nd St
Seattle, WA 98115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Rob Fursich
9 longfellow st
Hartsdale, NY 10530



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alan J. Burke
255 Hamilton Ave.
Olean, NY 14760



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jaime Taylor
16853 Ralphs Ranch Rd
San Diego, CA, CA 92172



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. walker hibben
2161 Vista Entrada
Newport Beach, CA 92660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity TO PREVENT the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I STRONGLY URGE the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad
zone and each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears.
This should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea
floor. Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest
conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most
rely upon. There should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk
of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the
objectives of Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as
vessel monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Feldman
137 Winchester Dr
Santa Rosa, CA 95401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sybil Schlesinger
22 Rockland St
Natick, MA 01760



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charles Hanks
92 North St
Danielson , CT 06239



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Janet Marineau
60 Curtiss St
Bristol, CT 06010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lindsey Huddle
34 N Williams St
Burlington, VT 05401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Jane Carter
Jones Hall 6801 Freret St.
New Orleans, LA 70118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Fisheries Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Scott R Bowler
7323 SW 32nd Avenue
Portland, Oregon, OR 97219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Lampke
3307 Kittery Ct
Fort Collins, CO 80526



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
miguel ramos
4663 Fremont St
Bellingham, WA 98229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
erwin mangrumjr.
801 Rose Dr
Birmingham, AL 35235



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gail Farina
3537 Rosewood Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Madhur Kohli
5 Ellsworth Ave
Morristown, NJ 07960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Bein
2216 Overland Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90064



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eduardo Ojeda Jr.
PO Box 2299
PO Box 2299, Perth Amboy, NJ 08862
Perth Amboy, NJ 08862



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Rhonda Dennis
4551 S 1st St
Louisville, KY 40214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
wendy bienvenu
55 grant st
Keene, NH 03431



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandy Eaton
47A Eastman St
Concord, NH 03301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
j k
7267 forsyth
st. louis, MO 63105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
robert hudnut
6509 hadley ct s
cottage grove, MN 55016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
silvia rennie
50 battery pl 4j
new york, NY 10280



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. esther lawson
2334 Black Oak Way
Ashland, OR 97520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Allyson Unzen
251 N Camp Bay Rd.
Sagle, ID 83860



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lannon Leiman
1 Twain Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Noemí  De Blas Telmo
Gilbert 22 1217 meyrin
Geneva, ot 01217



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Larson
Susan
Larson
Paso Robles, CA 93446



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr Nansea Tomalty
36 maple
Antigonish, NS b2g2g2



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. sHERRY dAVIS
713 sOMERSET DR
Cedar Hill, TX 75104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sara Hoerlein
1145 Kina St
Kailua, WA 98225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
P Lindsay
9842 49th Ave SW
Seattle, WA 98136



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michel Collin
Support engineer
Renaat Woutershof 8
Bekkevoort, ot 3460



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Thompson
Monterey Pines
Bend, OR 97701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Heather Wolle
298 Lakay Pl
Longwood, FL 32779



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Molder
14295 Sc Highway 121
Newberry, SC 29108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
The scientific news we are getting recently on the dcline to the quality of our oceans is
disturbing and action is needed now to avert more drastic measurs later.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ed and Terry Talbot
6916 brentwood st
arvada, CO 80004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Salhus
8 Yorkshire Dr
Natick, MA 01760



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears.
 
This should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea
floor. Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest
conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most
rely upon.
 
There should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening
up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16.
 
Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
. Demian
PO Box 9685
Seattle, WA 98109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Pease
84 Bronson Street
Littleton, NH 03561



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Stay
540 Seamont Lane
Edmonds, WA 98020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. j ammon
parker
albany, OH 45710



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Kaiser
PO Box 5510
Whitefish, MT 59937



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margaret Schaad
245 Torrey Pines Drive
Toms River, NJ 08757



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debbie Williamson
P.O. Box 21
Mountain Home, AR 72654



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Holly Photenhauer
2656 Barry Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90064



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Yasuko Margolis
102 Jacqueline Ave
Delran, NJ 08075



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Maude Wahlman
9700 Overbrook Rd
9700 OVERBROOK RD
Leawood, KS 66206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kaye Gucciardo
1727 74st
brooklyn, NY 11214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Angela Scoles
1524 Madras St SE
Salem, OR 97306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Troy Leutz
2291 E Hastings Lake Rd
Jonesville, MI 49250
 
517-782-2539



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chuck Quilty
3601-6th Ave. #320
Moline, IL 61265



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Larry Wenberg
1350 Ala Moana Blvd
1350 Ala Moana Blvd
Honolulu, HI 96814



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Miranda Leiva
4950 Coldwater Cyn APT#23
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stefanka Ilieva
Church
Woodmere, NY 11598



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gene Golden
45 segada
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Thomas Pintagro
8 Beverly Pl
Jamestown, NY 14701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stefanka Ilieva
Church
Woodmere, NY 11598



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. donna lemongello
1606 L St
1606 L St.
Davis, CA 95616



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
B Mason
2701 34th st n. lot #326
St. Petersburg, FL 33713



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
LISA PATTON
1881 SUTTER ST APT 105
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Garitty
13088 Vista Knolls
Nevada City, CA 95959



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Violet Sunderland
1031 SW Hayter St,  Apt 1
Dallas, OR 97338



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
vicki jenkins
405 west mt pleasant ave
Philadelphia, PA 19119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Sering
2459 Baird St
Pt Charlotte, FL 33948



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gabriela Mijangos
Puebla 64-204
Col. Roma
México, D. F., ot 06700



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Linda Marquardt
16735 Ridgeview Dr
Brookfield, WI 53005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Hillen
462 East Main St.
Romney, WV 26757



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrew Ewald
4216 W. Lawrence
Chicago, IL 60630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. michael sexton
8367 co rd 40
bolivar, NY 14715



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Renee La Pan
2027 Vine St
Los Angeles, CA 90068



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Amy Sopha Marashinsky
72 Baker Rd
Shutesbury, MA 01072



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
cecilia brunazzi
71 Ord St
San Francisco, CA 94114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
H Clarke Gentry
481 60th St
Oakland, CA 94609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. lorraine foster
8205 SE 9th Ave
Portland, OR 97202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Holly Bachman
152 heydts Schoolhouse RD
Bechtelsville, PA 19505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Scarlett Anderson
178 Ainako Ave
hilo, HI 96720



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David Bryson
2220 Carolwood Dr
Murray, KY 42071



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Lane
4428 Silverleaf Dr
Virginia Beach, VA 23462



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michelle Sullivan
419 W Brentwood Ave
Orange, CA 92865



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dameta Robinson
1910 Oak St
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Charles Dineen
80490 28th St.
80490 28th St.
Lawton, MI 49065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Heidi Page
2810 Piedmont Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. albert bechtel
4131 11th Ave NE Apt 109
Seattle, WA 98105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
katia scaglia
via dietro campagnole 28
verona, ot 37100



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Curtis Holgate
1915 Lititz Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linsey Betts
Tenth
Claremont, CA 91711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Martha P Nochimson
5020 Tibbett Ave
Bronx, NY 10471



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lois Chaffee
248 East 7th Street
New York, NY 10009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Monroe
9229 Spicebrush
Austin, TX 78759



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
katia scaglia
via dietro campagnole 28
verona, ot 37100



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. darlene wolf
1705 Gordon Dr
0
Naples, FL 34102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sy schleimer
100 Beekman St Apt 13E
New York, NY 10038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jean Ross
3624 Bryant Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55409



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lindsay Suter
16 Mill Road
North Branford, CT 06471



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. joan rubin
750 sw 133rd terr
Pembroke Pines, FL 33027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
**PLEASE PROTECT THE CORAL FROM HUMAN DAMAGES!***
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carol Jurczewski
452 Shenstone Rd
Riverside, IL 60546



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrew Canham
3323 Halliday Ave
St. Louis, MO 63118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anje Wates
14945 Christmas Tree Ln.
Grass Valley, CA 95945



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cathleen Albertson
804 Ridley Creek Drive
Media, PA 19063



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Victoria Folker
859 Chicago
Bandon, OR 97411



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Garry S. Taroli
15 S Franklin St
Wilkes Barre, PA 18701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
April Talley
4006 Glacier Dr.
Greeley, CO, CO 80634



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joan Balfour
6249 Copper Lake Ct
Boynton Beach, FL 33437



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Dearstyne
48 Derby St
Salem, MA 01970



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Stills
2118 Wilshire Bl
Santa Monica, CA 90403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lindsey McMahan
1561 Oconnor Dr
Conroe, TX 77304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margaret Perez
125 Clematis Road
Southern Pines, NC 28387



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Amarantha Harrison
40374 Waterman Rd
Homer, AK 99603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Battenfield
4848 N Kostner Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gwen Sarandrea
PO Box 5725
Bellingham, WA 98227
 
360-362-4132



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Harvey Fischer
Wheatland Ave.
Sun Valley, CA, CA 91352



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. monica mclean
13635 Walnut St
Whittier, ID 83843



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Jenkins
1845 Kendall Street, #310
Lakewood, CO 80214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brandon Angrisani
PO Box 52
Craftsbury Common, VT, VT 05827



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Luz Sanchez
190 e 72st
Ny, NY 10021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Alexis Todd Darger
2344 Buffalo Bill Dr
Park City, UT 84060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Connie Jean
2118 Wilshire Bl
Economy
Santa Monica, CA 90403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wanda Klimek
3309 San Mateo dr
Plano, TX 75023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Toone
2547 W 430 N
Provo, UT 84601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Anderson
1226 S State St
Chicago, IL 60605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Elkins
638 North Av
Vista, CA 92083



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. eric vance
8022 N 32nd Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85051



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zack Stills
2118 Wilshire Bl
Santa Monica, CA 90403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer McCabe
4249 La Junta Dr.
Claremont, CA 91711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Annapurna Moffatt
799 St. David Ridge Road
St. David Ridge, NB E3L 4S5



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely, Gene W Waggoner II
 
Mr. Gene W Waggoner II
P.O.Box 720864 mail only
9912 Oasis Rd. no mail delevery
Pinon Hills,, CA 92372



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
JoAnn Webb
Box 63
South Pomfret, VT 05067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gary Gall
6380 Buckley Dr
Cambria, CA 93428



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Riordan
12739 7th NW
Seattle, WA 98177



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Deanna Johnson
15559 Explorer Cir
Park Rapids, MN 56470



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Julie Parcells
4706 Woodland Rd
Ellicott City, MD 21042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Libby J Goldstein
331 Queen St
none
Philadelphia, PA 19147



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. annie erb
2900 Saint Paul Dr
Santa Rosa, CA 95405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Radka Iordanova
3288 NW 26th Ave
Boca Raton
Boca Raton, FL 33434



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Corry Dastur
1292 Ponderosa Dr.
Petaluma, CA 94954_



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Tamela Roberson
5627 Colby Ave
Everett, WA 98203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Maret Ekner
Odins v 22
Nynashamn, CA 149 33



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gary Reese
440 Camino Flora Vis
San Clemente, CA 92673



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Neill
14722 Conser
Overland Park, KS 66223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cinzia Caporali
Via Verdi
4
Milano, ot 20051



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Victor Vuyas
1244 Broadway
San Francisco, ME 04109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Irina Kolomietz
5627 Colby Ave
Everett, WA 98203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristie Hannan
Marvell Ave
Munster
{erth, ot 6166



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Childers
610 Vernon Ave.
Madison, WI 53714



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Rebecca Lancaster
287 Bassett Ave Apt 2
Lexington, KY 40502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Bearden
146 S Broad St
Hillsdale, MI 49242



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Simpson
6299 Calkins Rd
Flint, MI 48532
 
8102300704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wilson Forbes
3246 Meadow Creek Lane
Escondido, CA 92027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
federico carmona
no address
miami, FL 33186



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ruth Blitz
1206 Grouse Dr
Redding, CA 96003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David Abramis
2642 33rd St.
Santa Monica, CA 90405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roberto Romo
3227 Anza Street
San Francisco, CA 94121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Conchita Forbes
3246 Meadow Creek Lane
Escondido, CA 92027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
J Davidson
Jacaranda Ct Apt A1
Santa Cruz, NY 11422



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aimee Had
10140 Olympic Blvd.
Truckee, CA 96161



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mike Haaw
1400 s michigan ave
chicago, IL 60605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jody Gibson
317 E. Wall Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50315



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Susan Horlick
8496 Yashuntafun Rd
Tallahassee, FL 32311



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Dorer
4869 Pardee Ave
Apt/Suite
Fremont, CA 94538



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. joel Kelly
111 center
Montrose, MN 55363



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Suzanne Saunders
8455 13th St N Apt D
Apt. D
Saint Petersburg, FL 33702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelly Tanguay
1710 ne 8th st
Bend, OR 97701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Keith D'Alessandro
42486 Saratoga
Canton, MI 48187



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
diann keller
6850 NW 2nd AVe #33
Boca Raton, FL 33487



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frances Blythe
555 Morgan Lane
Dixon, CA 95620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. lucia durand
1035 NW 31
Corvallis, OR 97330



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Silvia  Calamai
v rio pozzale 153
pisa, MN 56026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. bruce burns
108 Westmoor Ct
Santa Cruz, CA 95060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nicole Amato
5033 Midway Road
Vacaville, CA 95688



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Szymanowski
 P.O. Box 74
Curtice, OH 43412



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Smith
1402 Richmond Ave Apt 306
Houston, TX 77006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Halpern
760 Gardiner Beach Road
Sequim, WA 98382



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Malvin
21 Yeardleys Grant
Williamsburg, VA 23185



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bob Grier
3125 Masonic Drive
Greensboro, NC 27403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Don Ross
RR2
Milford, ON K0K2P0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Wiens
234 Du Bois Street
San Rafael, CA 94901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary McMahon
1750 Quarry Rd
Yardley, PA 19067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Bethann McVicker
219 Oluea Cir
Kihei, HI 96753



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheri Bresson
14A Walnut Hill Road
Bethel, CT 06801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paulette Zimmerman
5254A Oleatha
St. Louis, MO 63139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ashley Lewis
424A Bosworth St.
San Francisco, CA 94112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Judith Garza
1167 Anzio Ln
Flint, MI 48507



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leland Baldwin
11532 Liggett St.
Norwalk, CA 90650



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Phyllis Miller
427 Marlborough St., Apartment 4
Apartment 4
Boston, MA 02115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Chan Lam
1097 Cottingham
Mt Pleasant, SC 29464



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heather Ross
RR2
Milford, ON K0K2P0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Schleicher
319 N Bellevue Ave
Hastings, NE 68901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Bowen
36 Buckland St #33
.
Plantsville, CT 06479
 
203-888-9825



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike Seiler
145 glendale
rochester, MI 48307



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lance Shugerman
10608 Fountainblue cir
Austin, TX 78750



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Increasing human population creates increasing demand for the goods that this planet can
offer, including food. As a consequence, we permit significant and irremediable habitat
destruction. Protection is by far the least expensive and most productive manner in which
to reduce this negative impact.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Alan Lambert
101 First Street
suite 203
Los Altos, CA 94022



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Del E. Domke
16142 N.E. 15th. Street
Bellevue, WA 98008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gitta Ahlborn
Weperstr.6a
Hardegsen, ot 37181



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Glen A Twombly
2066 Mustang Lane, Arcata, CA 95521-4523
Arcata,, CA 95521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wende Harper
218 Four Brooks Rd.
Stamford, CT 06903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. dennis barrett
926 Chehalis Dr
Sunnyvale, CA 94087



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Sesma
1397 27th Ave
San Francisco, CA 94122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. norman hines
8 Carriage Dr
Simsbury, CT 06070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christine Marie
3542 Brook St
Lafayette, CA 94549



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Biederman
207 E Wilson St
Everly, IA 51338



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathleen O'Connell
5360 Singleton St.
Indianapolis, IN 46227



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jan Parker
2278 Hansens Mountain Rd
Charlottesville, VA 22911



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brent Rocks
1518 SW Upper Hall St
Portland, OR 97201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Wanda Cucinotta
2303 Tuttle Ln
Lummi Island, WA 98262



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sara Powell
348 e9th St
New York, NY 10003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eric Andersen
419 Pheasant Run
Kaukauna
Kaukauna, WI 54130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
MARCEL LIBERGE
144  S. CYPRESS ST.
MANCHESTER, NH 03103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. L Bendict
15 Troup
153 Troup, Bowling Green
Bowling Green, OH 43402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alexey Zimenko
Vavilova St., 41, office 2
Moscow, ot 117312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Clayton Jones
13437 Greenwood Ave N
#304
Seattle, WA 98133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. md dakouzlian
115 stuyvesant place
staten island, NY 10301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ralph Bobroski
21 Harvard Rd.
Cranford, NJ 07016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Cathy Bledsoe
10151 SW Washington St.
Portland, OR 97225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gilia Humrich
9887 HILLSIDE DR
FORESTVILLE, CA 95436



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. VERONICA HAYES
242 W CHESTERFIELD ST
FERNDALE, MI 48220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Zandra Saez
1805 E 34th Ave
Spokane, WA 99203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Virginia Laplante
137 Old Tilton rd.
Canterbury, NH 03224



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Virginia Laplante
137 Old Tilton rd.
Canterbury, NH 03224



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristin Tassin
3717 Fran St.
Metairie, LA 70001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Manuel Hernandez
0000 N/A N/A
Wellington, FL 33414



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jenny Heywood
23 Constable Road
Crawley, CA RH10 5LS



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ed Schehl
p o box 2123
santa cruz, CA 95063



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bonnie Avery
795 Port Wooden Rd. 
Louisville KY, KY 40207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Harlan Lebo
13117 Springford Dr.
La Mirada, CA 90638



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martha Mattes
5305 E 30th Pl
Tulsa, OK 74114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Easton
2259 Eucalyptus Ave.
Long Beach, CA 90806



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Michael Leeson
111 NE Graham St
Portland, OR 97212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Tracy Stewart
14905 Sandy Ln
Burnsville, MN 55306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Impola
99 S Pearl St
Albany, NY 12207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janice Grover
1006 Bristol Lakes Rd.
Apt. 108
Mt. Dora, FL 32757



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Basey Klopp
1808 NW Vicksburg Ave
Bend, OR 97701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Please urge the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council to designate the proposed 200-
meter broad zone and each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom
fishing gears. This is a must for human sustainability.
 
This proposal should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact
the sea floor. Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest
conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most
rely upon. There should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk
of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the
objectives of Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as
vessel monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hal Anthony
3995 Russell Road
Grants Pass, OR 97526



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hannah O'Dell
PO Box 3190
Riverside, CA 92519



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cee Ceedon
 Englewood Ave
Englewood, FL 34223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cee Ceedon
 Englewood Ave
Englewood, FL 34223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Chillcott
Peterborough Road
Peterborough, ot PE5 7AX



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angie Rolfs
730 Belmont Ave E. #5
Seattle, WA 98102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kathryn Vaughan
2310 Redbrook Dr
2310 Redbrook Dr
Arlington, TX 76014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dixie Walter
140 Antonie Ave. N.
Eatonville, WA 98328



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julie Crew
22N Steuart St # 3911
San Francisco, CA 94105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paulette Doulatshahi
4525 Ferncroft Road
MErcer Island, WA 98040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Flanagan
181 Mamalu Dr.
Bastrop, TX 78602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maureen Mannion
1158 Humboldt St Apt 2
1158 Humboldt Street #2
Santa Rosa, CA 95404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Philip Rampi
2150 Jefferson Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gina Stiff
1604 Glynn Springs Dr
Williamsburg, VA 23188



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. CAROLYN YEE
6098 Holstein Way
Sacramento, CA 95822



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Dan Graham
123 Grace Ave
Chapel Hill, NC 27517



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Scott Holbrook
831 NE 47th Ave
Portland, OR 97213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
alan biggar
33638 glen
westland, MI 48186



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jo Von Pierce
23529 27 Mile Rd
Springport, MI 49284



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
michele gourd
preserve
ball ground, GA 30107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Eversoll
210 Sleepy Holw.
Murphy, NC, NC 28906



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Deena Brazy
5305 Loruth Ter
Madison, WI 53711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Kirschling
633 Oak St
San Francisco, CA 94117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jaime Grimwood
1616 W Clarendon Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85015



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ted Scherff
139 Cove Road
Oyster Bay, NY 11771



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alexis Vick
1 Karren Pl
Palm Coast, FL 32164



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sharrie lord
9295 Jan Dra Ct.
Orangevale, CA 95662



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Coral is beautiful, alive and provides vital services to our oceans' ecosystems.  
 
Healthy ocean and ocean life in turn has a role in in protecting and enhancing the wellfare
of the planet and the human race. 
 
We humans are negatively impacted when ecosytems are damaged.
 
Protecting coral helps ensure our survival on this planet.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Helene Brown
562 Park Ave



Albany, NY 12208



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shira Margulies
2268 35th
astoria, NY 11105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah Ashley
2183 Santa Anita Ave.
Altadena, CA 91001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Planeta
PO Box 25011
Christiansted, VI 00824



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jean Lee
1226 7th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. cindi dean
gkjsfdlkj
rye, NY 10580



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. cindi dean
gkjsfdlkj
rye, NY 10580



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Schreiber
4471 Nottingham Way
Hamilton, NJ 08690



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Donna Bookheimer
31 B Douglas House
Douglassville, PA 19518



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ron Ragsdale
Two Rivers Ranch
Elm Springs, SD, SD 57791



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Virginia Jones
5040 Coopers Landing Dr Apt 1D
Kalamazoo, MI 49004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Hadassah Fleishon
3 Chauncy St Apt 16
3 Chauncy
Cambridge, MA 02138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Hadassah Fleishon
3 Chauncy St Apt 16
3 Chauncy
Cambridge, MA 02138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Hadassah Fleishon
3 Chauncy St Apt 16
3 Chauncy
Cambridge, MA 02138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Able
535-000 Little Valley Rd.
McArthur, CA 96056



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Hector  A. &   Doris E. Richards
240 Crown St Apt 1P
Brooklyn, NY 11225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Margaret Keene
7536 Gladstone Ave
none
White City, OR 97503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
marilynn mitchell
6313 N 108th Ave-Circle
omaha, NE 68164



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steve Aydelott
20782 Liberty Ln
Bend, OR 97701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Olympia Matherne
905 N. Bengal Rd.
Metairie, LA 70003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Celeste Shitama
425 NE 9th St
425 NE 9th St
Gainesville, FL 32601
 
352-376-7972



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Atherton
32 spears ave
Asheville, NC 28801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Olympia Matherne
905 N. Bengal Rd.
Metairie, LA 70003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Veronica Brummer
7112 W Arbor Trace Dr Apt 702
Knoxville, TN 37909



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ross S.
South Michigan Ave
Chicago, IL 60616



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Tracy Schroepfer
224 Shato Ln
224 Shato Lane Monona, WI 53716
Monona, WI 53716



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Thomas Swoffer
32607 SE 341st St
Ravensdale, WA 98051



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Winkler
9725 NE 130th PL
Kirkland, WA 98034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bonna Mettie
9784N. Whitefish Point Road
Paradise, MI 49768



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
AniMae Chi
Flora Tc
Street Address 2
Kensington Park, ot 5068



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Gavin
216 Hoyt Street
Hudson, WI 54016, WI 54016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Evelyn C
413 E Dynasty Dr
Cary, NC 27513



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Morgan
10 Cherrywood Court
San Pablo, CA 94806



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Virginia Ilardi
2786 N Star Dr
Bartlett, TN 38134



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Valerie Thomas
7308 Scotts Place NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. anthony montapert
1375 ficus way
ventura, CA 93004
 
1-805-323-5658



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. June Meek
4716 E 88th St
Cleveland, OH 44125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Angela Shadwick
2772 Truman Aldrich park way
West Blocton, AL 35184



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathy Bergquist
1215 W 14th St
Sioux Falls, SD 57104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandra Cobb
3880 Ellendale Rd
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
LARISSA OLEYNYCH
via Umbria 12
Lainate, ot 20020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Nancy Amodeo
8331 Campion Dr
8331 Campion Dr
Los Angeles, CA 90045



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nicole Ford
17547 Garland Ct
Castro Valley, CA 94544



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Brunner
12335 S. 2225 Rd.
12335 S. 2225 Rd.
Stockton, MO 65785



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lori Walker
2141 W Rousseau Dr
Coeur d'Alene, ID 83815



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lic.  Nicolas Gaete
Xavier Sorondo 90
Morelia, Michoacán, ot 58090



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
laird lorenz
2710 sw 14th dr.
gainesville, FL 32608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jen bohn
1631 pinetree cres
mississauga, ON L5G2S9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Charlotte Pirch
9826 Lewis Ave
Fountain Vly, CA 92708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Randy Harrison
4051 Wagner St
Eugene, OR 97402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ramona Mayer
PO Box 1148
Sarasota, FL 34230



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Keith Koelling
492 Alice Dr
Melbourne, FL 32935



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. pat warstler
312 Queen St
Goshen, IN 46528



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cesar Raposo
2607 Watson Blvd
Endicott, NY 13760



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Scott
1400 S. Valley View
Las Vegas, NV 89102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynne Gordo-Watson
427 E 83 St., #1B
New York, NY 10028



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Mazzola
1723 W Followthru Dr
Tampa, FL 33612



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tom Fonda
1956 Norwood Ln
State College, PA 16803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Mazzola
1723 W Followthru Dr
Tampa, FL 33612



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Grant
P.O. Box 43
Ukiah, CA, CA 95482



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rick and Sharon Norlund
PO Box 162
Durham, CA 95938



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Ribordy
413 N Blaine St
Wellington, KS 67152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I was happy to read that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
Right now the Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas
that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and
Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based
fisheries management.
 
I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of the
defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears, including mid-water
trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
 
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon.
 
Add no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up these
sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16.
 
I also strongly support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is working on the water.
 
Safeguarding these ecological treasures now and for future generations is important for
the health of the ocean--this can only be assured by establishing a strong and enduring
plan to serve as an example for similar protections in New England and around the U.S.
and world, where scientists are discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown
deep-sea coral gardens.
 
I ask that you pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in
Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris OMeara Dietrich
3358 Valley Forge Way
San Jose, CA 95117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. K Kay Bircher
2327 N Hacienda Dr
2327 Hacienda Dr.
Benson, AZ 85602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Deborah Beck
400 Decatur Ave
Peekskill, NY 10566



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Catherine Becsky
143 Iron Gate Street
Kitchener, ot N2N3R4



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Glenn Frantz
27 E Central Ave
Paoli, PA 19301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sofie Forsberg
Bavnevej 19
Bavnevej 19
Lundby, ot 4750



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Wayne Wilkinson
3633 Phillips Pl
Saint Louis, MO 63116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. michael walters
b37
copenhagen, ot 2000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Adrienne Hochberg
717 S US H'way 1
Unit 1002
Jupiter, Florida  33477, FL 33477



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul De La Garza Und Senkel
2036 S.5th St. #11
McAllen, TX 78503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. john golding
3706 Quigley St
Oakland, CA 94619



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alison MacArthur
1911 32nd street
San Diego, CA 92102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bill Martens
403 Lady Bug Ln
Vernon, CT 06066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Gies
417 Town Hall Rd
Skandia, MI 49885



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Mataja
23633 SE 221st St
Maple Valley, WA 98038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christopher Loch
2410 Garfield Av S
Minneapolis, MN 55405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cynthia Clegg
12561 W. Hermans Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85736



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Lundquist
1345 Carmel Ct.
Denver, CO 80020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Keith Varady
PO Box 828
Perry, MI 48872



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kristin Anne Conrad-Antoville
PO Box 4377
Arcata, CA 95518



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. #NAME? Treitner
PO Box 222
Pine Hill, NY 12465



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelly Squires
4241 Cresthaven Ln
Lehi, UT 84043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anita Wisch
23709 Del Monte Drive
Valencia, CA 91355



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dana Luebke
289 Hanover Center Rd
Etna, NH 03750



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sophia Vassilakidis
407 Avondale
Houston, TX 77006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Peter Hubbard
2242 Highway 107
Chuckey, TN 37641



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anderson Howington
1327 Old Hoods Mill Road
Commerce, GA 30529



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tara Meehan
450 Belvedere Ave
Belvedere, CA 94920



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Astrid Giese-Zimmer
El Camino Real
Berkeley, CA 94705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lois Fenstemaker
1115 NW Market St Apt 211
Seattle, WA 98107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Crystal Redington
30782 Iron Branch Rd
Dagsboro, DE 19939



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Phyl Morello
984 Harrison Ferry
White Pine, TN 37890



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn Pettis
28625 Winterdale Drive
Santa Clarita, CA 91387



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Barbara P Michell
667Cloverdale
Ann Arbor, MI, MI 48105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Inara Powers
2453 Kilimanjaro Dr NE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Priscilla Gallou
1 rue des sentes
Hermanville sur mer     FRANCE, ot 14880



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anita Wisch
23709 Del Monte Drive
Valencia, CA 91355



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Annette Bailey
753 James St
Syracuse, NY 13203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Pamela Cosgrove
1913 Kynwyd Rd
Wilmington, DE 19810



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tony Diaz
372 Mountain View Rd
Benton, TN 37307



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelli Greenhalgh
23 festival crescent
New inn
Pontypool, ot Np40na



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. ellen walsh
404 bear dr
gulf breeze, FL 32561



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeanne Anderson
4800 BLACKHAWK RD
REDDING, CA 96001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ayesha Vavrek
2531 Regent St.
Berkeley, CA 94704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynda Failla
1 Orchard Dr
Whiting, NJ 08759



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Twitchell
165 Rathton Road
York, PA 17403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. marc gross
11377 W Olympic Blvd Fl 5
Los Angeles, CA 90064



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Messick
3016 Lexington Ct.
Marina, CA 93907



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Barbara Siewert
5601 W Cambridge Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. MICHAEL GREINER
4961 ellery centralia rd
bemus point, NY 14712



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Connie Kirkham
1516 Rishell Drive
Concord, CA 94521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carole Hartleb
1430 Duroc Dr
LAKE HELEN, FL 32744



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
zaneta garrratt
hedgatan 10a
anderslöv, ot 23170



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Stephanie Randall
91 Jewett Ave
Buffalo, NY 14214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
Stop poisoning our Planet!!
Sincerely,
 
tony bolo
5208 Wilkinson Ave.
N. Hollywood, CA 91607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Holly Dowling
PO Box 26
Pope Valley, CA 94567



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frank Showler
31Chester Hill Rd.
Toronto, ON M4K 1X4



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Wilson
801 Highland Ave
Oak Park, IL 60304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Kebisek Dudek
PO BOX 181877
Coronado, CA 92118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
George  Neste
4437 Garden Club Street
High Point, NC 27265



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Griffith
2700 SE 160th Ave Apt 7
Portland, OR 97236



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Deann Davidson
2895 Stuart Ter
Chattanooga, TN 37415



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gail Plitnik
17217 Mount Savage Rd NW
Frostburg, MD 21532



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. jane edsall
PO Box 144
Mount Sinai, NY 11766



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Braude
2031 Ashton Ave
Menlo Park, CA 94025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. larry mahlis
9611 12th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Laurence Buckingham
7450 N Washtenaw Ave
Chicago, IL 60645



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. mary ferraro
718 Fulton
Aurora, CO 80010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Daloia
406 Bedford Ln
New Castle, DE 19720



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Phillips
3511 Watkins Dr.
Riverside, CA 92507



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lois Jordan
9161 E. Walnut Tree Dr.
Tucson, AZ 85749



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Leslie Babson
11405 Middle Rd
11405 Middle Rd
Morris, IL 60450



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. W Jansen
4938 Hampden Lane
Bethesda, MD 20814



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Andra Heide
2712 Southern Oaks Dr # DRIV3
Cantonment, FL 32533



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
kx bx
432 elingard
lanc, CA 93535



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Annelise Bazar
1421 N San Pedro St
San Jose, ca 95050



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the  (NOAA's)
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and
Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based
fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawling gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented .
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marcay Dickens
1604 Magnolia Ct
Goshen, IN 46526



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Eileen Roberts
RD # 1 Droms Rd.
Glenville, NY 12302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christina Rutkaus
Box 818
Arroyo Seco, NM 87514



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Nick Hood
5036 Peppertree Rd.
Clemmons, NC 27012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brendan Lee
P.O. Box 315
Marylhurst, OR 97036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
gabriela kaplan
12700 Lake Ave
Lakewood, OH 44107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Suzanne Hunter
4433 E Campbell Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James L Wolcott
527 N Green River RD
Evansville, IN 47715



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Hillary G. Buckingham
173 Warburton Ave
Hastings Hdsn, NY 10706



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheila Davis
2196 E. Camino Way
SLC, UT 84121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Hutchings
3712 Country Club Drive
Apt C
Birmingham, AL 35213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frank Showler
31Chester Hill Rd.
Toronto, ON M4K 1X4



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ashley pedersen
10720 Caminito Bravura
San Diego, CA 92108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathleen Medina
5441 N Swan Rd Apt 622
Tucson, AZ 85718



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charles Tazzia
359 Chalfonte Ave.
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI, MI 48236



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Shirey
1304 2nd Ave SW
Decatur, AL 35601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Antje Nebel
6/109 Swan Street
Brisbane, ot 4031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. anthony montapert
1375 ficus way
ventura, CA 93004
 
1-805-323-5658



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. William Horne
619 Douglas Road
Salisbury, MD 21801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Adrienne Gardner
154 Ridgeview Drive
Mount Airy, NC 27030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Geurkink
22095 Glasgow Avenue
Tomah, WI 54660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Wiley
15457 Eto Camino Rd.
Victorville, CA 92394



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elke Passarge
17 E Locust Ave
Colonia, NJ 07067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Beth Prudden
1656 Brys Dr
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Hodges
2641 Palm Avenue
Charlotte, NC 28205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jan McCreary
PO Box 3042
Silver City, NM 88062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. L Norelli
7214 Marywood Circle
Austin, TX 78723



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Dr. R Burton
29 Paloma
Venice, CA 90291
 
310-399-1398



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. amalie shadout
1438 Alta Vista Dr
alta vista
Vista, CA 92084



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
LISA TRENDALL
29 WORTHING ROAD
LOWESTOFT,SUFFOLK, ot NR32 4HE



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Calder
4 thompson street
hopkinstown
pontypridd, ot cf372re



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Don Phelps
1010 Redbud Ave
Tallahassee, FL 32303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hillary Ostrow
5835 Hesperia Ave
Encino, CA 91316



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Annie Phillips
343 E 85th St Apt 5C
New York, NY 10028



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
pauline macmullan
meadow overlook
atlanta, GA 30040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jack Hanke
8 Chase Street
Newburyport, MA 01950



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. klouise  cook
retired midwife
14352 37th ave ne
seattle, WA 98125
 
206-364-9419



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Corinne Sherton
2213 Thrush Ct SE
Salem, OR 97306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Myatt
2590 Belfast Road
Farmington, IA 52626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kellie Smith
13 Brandy Lane
Deering, NH 03244



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jeaneen Andretta
67 Hillside Avenue
67 Hillsid
Florham Park, NJ 07932



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rob Elia
1285 Bollinger Cyn
Moraga, CA 94556



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
DONALD ORAHOOD
31340 COTTONTAIL LANE
BONSALL, CA 92003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rebecca Pint
899 Quarry Dr
Akron, OH 44307



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rodney Davidson
11139 E Camelot Ave
Effingham, IL 62401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cindy Cooper
421 Carolina Ave
Whitehall, PA 18052



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pamela Baillio
PO Box 161410
Big Sky, MT 59716



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. michelle lord
4839 W Engle Rd Apt 1A
Alsip, IL 60803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Bryn Heist
4 Chip Ln
Reading, PA 19607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ANGELA LYON
Paopua Loop
Kailua, HI 96734



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ellen McCartan
2 Skagit Ky
Bellevue, WA 98006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Conway
4620 Valley DR NW
rochester, MN 55901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Wesley Wolf
77 Waterview Ct
Barrington, IL 60010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy  White
13311 E Forrest Ave
Spokane Valley, WA 99216



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lorenz & Barbara Schultz
1905 Camino Dr
Forest Grove, OR 97116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. sonia villette
les aulnais
bouvron, AL 441



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Nelson
p o box 3
Mt. Shasta, CA 96067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph Hatch
509 Mistletoe St
509 Mistletoe Street
Petersburg, VA 23803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chetan Kumar
4600 S Verbenia Ct
Chandler, AZ 85248



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. dick hogle
13 la puebla rd
espanola, NM 87532



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Bonneville
1 Kenwyn Lodge
35 Western Road
London, ot N2 9JS



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tari Pantaleo
311 plainsboro rd
plainsboro, NJ 08536



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Willsey
18 Mowry Ave.
Cumberland, RI 02864



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rick Gaffney
PO Box 84
West Poland, ME 04291



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barry Kendler
555 KAPPOCK ST
Bronx, NY 10463



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eva-Maria von Bronk
4613 Blagden Ave NW
Washington, DC 20011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mox Ruge
14552 Hesby Street
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joanna Katz
1307 Channing Way
Berkeley, CA 94702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Alice Polesky
890 Kansas St
San Francisco, CA 94107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurie Brandt
79 Dover St.
Somerville, MA 02144



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Lapidus
2995 Rea Ct
Aromas, CA 95004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Thank you for reading my concerns, today.  I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council is taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood
deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of
fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the
objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for
Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance
ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
Will you please safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens?
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Will you
please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16?
 
Thank you very much for your help. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Green
106 Cooke Hollow Rd
Valley Falls, NY 12185



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniela Mess.
Via B. da Lama
Lecce, ot 73100



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rebecca Mullin
PO Box 1062
Eastham, MA 02642



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jon Pattengil
106 soundview Ave.
Rye, NY 10580



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Diana Egozcue
97 Nottingham Dr
Fredericksburg, VA 22406



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Love
8097 W 5th St
Rathdrum, ID 83858



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mario Salgado
1392 N. Schooner Lane
Anaheim, CA 92801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Emily Bryant
2652 Oak Knoll Dr.
Los Alamitos, CA 90720



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
george craciun
12811 flint creek road
thonotosassa, FL 33592



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Logan LaVail
10 James Street
Montclair, NJ 07042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lauren Linda
2376C Via Mariposa West
Laguna Woods, CA 92637



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lauren Linda
2376C Via Mariposa West
Laguna Woods, CA 92637



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gary McCuen
1825 Fairmount Av. S.
Salem, OR 97302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Pat Blackwell-Marchant
5737 Medallion Ct
Castro Valley, CA 94552



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Christina Roe
2716 N Adoline Ave
2716 N Adoline Ave.
Fresno, CA 93705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
LB King
349 S Keeler Ave Fl 1
Chicago, IL 60624



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ruby Weeks
211 Echo Road
Carlisle, PA 17015



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelsey Taylor
424 Maple Street
Browndale, PA 18421



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shelley Love
8097 W 5th Street
Rathdrum, ID 83858



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. jeff zittrain
1332 Russell St
Berkeley, CA 94702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jean Teach
3708 E. Evergreen Blvd.
Vancouver, WA 98661



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ruth Cardenas
14264 Minorca cove
Del Mar, CA 92014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Armando Gomez
PO Box 3282
Santa Rosa, CA 95402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eric Loya
148 Dry Gulch Rd
Stevensville, MT 59870



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lawrie MacMillan
2316 Montorra Dr.
Modesto, CA 95355



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eve Saglietto
Erlenweg
Seeshaupt, ot 86754



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michelle Davis
155 Lighthouse Way
Vacaville, CA 95688



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ann Marie Judson
512 Bridgeview Dr
Lemoyne, PA 17043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tara Huber
4909 Walkingfern Dr
Rockville, MD 20853



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristine Cassar
P.O. Box 9464
Newark, DE 19714



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Hamilton
10014 willow Wood Way
Houston, TX 77070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. mark gillono
1896 sedgewood ave
aurora, IL 60503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heather Reynolds
847 Freeman Ave
Long Beach, CA 90804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Yolanda Garcia
601 West 156th Street
New Y�ork City, NY 10032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julie Martin
107 1st Ave N
Frederic, WI 54837



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Amanda Poverchuk
50 Hamlin Ave
Medford, MA 02155



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike Love
8097 W 5th Street
Rathdrum, ID 83858



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
judy pizarro
55 e. kings hwy.
maple shade, NJ 08052



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Randall Woodbury
Cunningham
Sebastopol, CA, CA 95472



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
PATRICIA NORTON
2252 APPALACHIAN DR
MELBOURNE, FL 32935



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Nicholas Kerkhoff
3718 Rodesco Dr SE
Puyallup, WA 98374



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Wanda Cucinotta
2303 Tuttle Ln
Lummi Island, WA 98262



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Alison taylor
PO 1126
Studio City, CA 91614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
isolde gieseler
5731 spruce knoll ct.
indianapolis, IN 46220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Allen Yun
1613 Auburn Ave
Rockville, MD 20850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
PLEASE live up to your name and completely protect the CORAL from harm of any kind !
Your help is needed now !I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council is taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea
coral ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into
areas that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral
and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-
based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sue johnson
po box 44
kittery, ME 03904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Matthew A Weaver
911 N. Main St.
Genoa, OH 43430



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Wendy Burgess
630 Cedar St
Park Ridge, IL 60068



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
LAURA LEIPZIG
1911 SACRAMENTO ST
Berkeley, CA 94702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steve Eklund
19304 Creekside Cir
Salinas, CA 93908



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eleanor Bowen
276 N El Camino Real Spc 9
Oceanside, CA 92058



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Louise Demirjian
540 Sandalwood Dr
Bay Village, OH 44140



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Gair
104 Middle St.
Lancaster, NH  03584, NH 03584



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Arvin Blakeney
2300 E Geddes Ave # C
Centennial, CO 80122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Greg Mintz
Portland, Oregon
Portland, OR 97225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frank Fredenburg
6 Jennifer Lane
Campbell Hall, NY 10916



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Homan
12535 se 143 ct
Ocklawaha, FL 32179



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brigitte Forster
23839 Lloyd Ct
APT STE
Dearborn, MI 48124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph Tolerico
178 Spring Street
Newton, NJ 07860



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
barbara westergaard
pine sst.
princeton, NJ 08542



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Robert Bieder
2010 S Grovesnor Pl
Bloomington, IN 47401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bill Beck
9934 E. Monument Drive
Scottsdale, AZ 85262



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Tomczyszyn
243 Ramsell St
San Francisco, CA 94132



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Wayne Shepherd
272 Roy Phillips Rd
272 Roy Phillips Rd.
Jonesborough, TN 37659



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Werner Lind
812 Virginia Ave.
Bluefield, VA 24605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Mike Conlan
6421 139th Pl NE Apt 52
Redmond, WA 98052



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Hanson
11452 W Hampden Pl
Denver, CO 80227



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jeanne Sozio
1501 SW 7 terrace
150 s w 7  terrace
Boca Raton, FL 33486



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Mike Conlan
6421 139th Pl NE Apt 52
Redmond, WA 98052



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. linda marble
712 High St
Williamston, MI 48895



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Mueller
7247 NE 171st LN
Kenmore, WA 98028



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Christine Frankowski
9465 Black Velvet
Columbia, MD 21046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Annah Gardner
1906 1st Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cameron McCutcheon
400 e highland ave apt 23
Clermont, FL 34711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Chelmecki
4N696 Council Ct
Elburn, IL 60119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Katie Tandon
36 Marian Rd
Phoenixville, PA 19460



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jill Nicholas
45 Oak Hill Terrace
Penfield, NY, NY 14526



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Laurence Buckingham
7450 N Washtenaw Ave
Chicago, IL 60645



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Barnard
2000 N Court St. 16D
Fairfield, IA 52556



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ulla Schmid
Niebuhrstr. 57c
Berlin, ot 10629



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gordon Parker III
2609 Acequia Dr SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Bain
10614 Palomino
El Paso, TX 79924



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cheryl Fergeson
185 N. 1850 W.
West Point, UT 84015



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Natalie Kovacs
716 Cantor
Irvine, CA 92620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniela Bress
Alter Mühlenweg 25
Salzgitter, TN 38226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Sullivan
803 Pine Street
Santa Cruz, CA 95062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark King
West St
New York, NY NR2 3HD



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
George Shaub
566 Cleardale Ave
Ewing, NJ 08618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
larry baird
233 e delano st
tucson, AZ 85705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Liedlich
656 Roxbury Rd
Southbury, CT 06488



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Trina Novak
33 Gilbert Rd
33 Gilbert Rd
Needham, MA 02492



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Denny Boehm
2744 W State Hwy 153
Mosinee, WI 54455



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Grace Payne
2401 Winsted Ln Apt 1
Austin, TX 78703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Teresa Hill
10 Range Rd
Nahant, MA 01908



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Molly H
Brook
Marblehead, MA 01945



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sara Anne Maguire
6871-328 Peachtree Dunwoody Road NE
Atlanta, GA 30328



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Merris Weber
1720 S Hobart Blvd
1720 S Hobart Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Mary Ann Bentz
733 N. Penna. Ave.
Morrsivllle , PA 19067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
shari Yudenfreund-Sujka
345 Cortland Ave
Winter Park, FL 32789



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Gucwa
3048 S. Pinetop Mtn. Ln.
Pinetop, AZ 85935



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steven Miesen
6275 Holmes St
West Linn, OR 97068



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mandy Zafiropoulou
19, Kafkasou str.
Athens, NY 11362



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eleanor Horneman
7216 Society Drive
claymont, DE 19703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carole Smudin
P. O> Box 123
Bridgewatere, MA 02324



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Darleene Horricks
3231 Doncaster Dr
Victoria, BC V8P 3V3



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Freeman
4158 Larchview Dr.
Cincinnati , OH 45236



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Ohlendorf
22205 Deer Pte Xing
Bradenton, FL 34202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Chessa Rae Johnson
5423 Constance St
n/a
New Orleans, LA 70115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn Riddle
Please don't send mail
Austin, TX 78758



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Miri Rutzky
6060 Riverside Blvd, A35
Sacramento, CA 95831



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. peggy briel
235 debra ct
satellite bch, FL 32937



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ged Walsh
8 Dundonald Road
Colwyn Bay, ot LL29 7RW



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Fowler
927 Ventura Street
Richmond, CA 94805



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elena Jurgela
7367 Glenwood Road
Port St. John, FL 32927



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Arthur Leibowitz
322 Lake Shore Rd
Putnam Valley, NY 10579



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vicki San Souci
6105 Lower Miller Creek Rd.
Missoula, MT 59803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Brogan
10305 Dover St.
Westminster, CO 80021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debbie Gleason
5700 W Grace St
Chicago, IL 60634



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Faith Conroy
P.O. Box 8031
Calabasas, CA 91372



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. RedLion York
2001 Creekwood Drive
Fort Collins, CO 80525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Audrey Taylor
1101 Piccadilly Rd
Kalamazoo, MI 49006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Paul Eisenberg
1005 S Hawthorne Drive
Bloomington, IN 47401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Jack Coble
413 Hillcrest Dr
413 Hillcrest Drive
Greensboro, NC 27403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Samuel Wong
1807 Berglund Drive
West Covina, CA 91792



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jane Servadio
158 Cedarhurst Lane
Milford,  CT 06461-2722, CT 06461



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael VanZant
1411 Abourndale Ct
Wheeling, IL 60090



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sonya Myers
1730 5th Ave
Vero Beach, FL 32960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charlene Rush
2670 Thoroughbred Ct. #835
Allison Park, PA 15101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurie Stephey
149 W. Wilson St. Apt. 1
Madison, WI 53703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Witham
5980 MarinePkwy
Mentor on th Lake , OH 43060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sarah Barich
Moss Landing
Moss Landing , CA 95039



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Frances Goff
5311 Corteen Pl Apt 32
Valley Vlg, CA 91607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martin Bernard
5505Fursman Ave.
Fort Worth, TX 76114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. c kent argenta
1736 S State St
Springfield, IL 62704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ken De La Rosa
3136 W Ball Rd
anaheim, CA 92804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna 3/23/2007 Carr
CA
1201 Sidonia St, CA 92024
 
ga_3473810



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marilyn Flynn
2250 Little Peconic Bay Road
Cutchogue, NY 11935



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. C Pearson
Timberline
West Chicago, IL 60185



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joe Bongiorno
1085 Frances Dr.
Valley Stream, NY 11580



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rebecca Prewitt
11007 Kling St.
North Hollywood, CA 91602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gustavo Sandoval
505 Los Gatos Way
San Mateo, CA 94403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joyce Bryant
 PO  box 688
Wolfeboro Falls, NH 03896



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jerry Tobe
3115 Cardiff Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kay Roberts
13 Prestwood Close
Plumstead
London, AK 11111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John P Davis
10425
Huntington Woods, MI, MI 48070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Pierre Schlemel
15 Sheli Drive
Old Bethpage, NY 11804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joanne Hesselink
W2838 Eagle Rd
Neshkoro, WI 54960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. jeannie roberts
10o4 yale rd
Madison, WI 53705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. jeannie roberts
10o4 yale rd
Madison, WI 53705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah Miller
5306 Abingdon Pl
Austin, TX 78723



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. MR. & MRS. BRUCE REVESZ
103 The Fairway
Cedar Grove, NJ 07009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Catherine Jones
40 Dodge Ave
Portsmouth, NH 03801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Denis Vanek
4989 Willow Brook Dr
Cleveland, OH 44125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jane Wilson
603 N 36th St Apt 4
603 N. 36 St.
Omaha, NE 68131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. lillie galan
201 Ravine Ave
Yonkers, NY 10701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
charlotte Walker
73 kehner road
steelville, MO 65565



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
E Chu
juniper drive
london, ot sw18 1tw



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christopher Deane
Fernglen court
Burnaby, BC V5G 3V9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathi Ha
Forest Ridge Dr
N Potomac, MD 20742



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah Erdreich
1400 Irving St. NW #240
Washington, DC 20003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Ann Ihm
4382 Hickory Rd
West Bend, WI 53090



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen White
16 Brooks Road
Formby
Liverpool, ot L37 2JL



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Anne Mitchell
2821 SE 65th Ave
Portland, OR 97206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jean Hall
2117 Claremont Ave NW
2117 Claremont Ave NW
Massillon, OH 44647



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jill harmer
52 norris pl
lou, KY 40205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Darcy Bluhm
1890 Potter Rd E
Traverse City, MI 49686



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Ahern
9984 Mayfield Road
Chesterland, OH 44026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Butler
2211 Rainbow View Drive
Urbana, IL 61802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Diaz
4144 E Mendez St Unit 114
Long Beach, CA 90815



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rohana McLaughlin
150 San Francisco Bl
San Anselmo, CA 94960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. elizabeth NEIMAN
5509 South Bend Rd
Baltimore, MD 21209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joan Cremen
59 Maritime Close
Knysna, ot 6570



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
MR. FRANKLIN KAPUSTKA
1539 SW 203RD AVENUE
N/A
ALOHA, OR 97006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
chris Burck
13813 Prairie
Harbert, MI 49115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pareese Young
4931 Comfort Rd
Tecumseh, MI 49286



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ruth Martin
168 Plank Hill Rd
Bristol, CT 06010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Seth Ferguson
3865 Paseo Del Prado St
3865 Paseo Del Prado
Boulder, CO 80301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Angela Rodriguez
87-21 87 St.
Woodhaven, NY 11421



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julian Yerena Jr
13571 E Third St
Parlier, CA, CA 93648



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jolene Yates
932 Imterlaken Dr
Lodi, CA 95242



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Hugh Moore
RN
2961 Edell Place
San Diego, CA 92117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martina Frank Frank
Johannes-Machern-Str. 13a
Hanau, ot 63456



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
DAN O'LEARY
ROLLING HI;;S
BRIDGEWATER, NJ 08807



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Jeffrey Collins
5909 Hathaway Ln
Chapel Hill, NC 27514



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
steven hoffman
park heights ave
baltimore, MD 21208



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ann Tagawa
2210 Mariposa Ave
Boulder, CO 80302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Barry Pasicznyk
816 N Stillman Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Shirley McNall
900 Sabena St
Aztec, NM 87410



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
JC Plura
408 Marie-Curie
Ste Julie, QC J3E1A4



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jeannie pollak
Honeysuckle drive
oxnard, CA 93036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Terry
1179 Fearrington Post
Pittsboro, NC 27312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Urbain Mireille
av  chutes lavie
Marseille, ot 13000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
olivia reyes
México Df
México, DF, ME 04910



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah Lee Chill
34480 County Line Rd., #61
Yucaipa, CA 92399, CA 91506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
Eric John Stiff
 
Eric Stiff
2932 Arriba Way
Santa Barbara , CA 93105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Denise Bennett
Monsell Road
London, ot N4 2EF



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
brian pappas
4789 OPEN GREENS
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23462



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Chernikoff
255 Pawnee Dr.
Boulder, CO 80303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rose Schlecker
3837 Annapois Ct.
SSF, CA 94080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. ellen golden
835 n humboldt st
san mateo, CA 94401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jan Moore
104 Treehill Lp
Eugene, OR 97405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Schally
1104 Creekside Circle
Stillwater, MN 55082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Murray and Shari Grounds
1439 Auwaiku St
Kailua, HI 96734



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Trevillian
2216 Westminster Avenue
Alhambra, CA 91803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julija Merljak
18 Rooibekkie Street
Fairplay, CO 80440



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathy Durrum
1818 S Fundy Way
Aurora, CO 80017
 
303-341-5751



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rachel Kline
14
Dc, DC 20002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dan Ingall
14188 Goddard Road
Lake Odessa, MI 48849



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dave Cackowski
829 Comanche Trail
Macedonia, OH 44056



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Cunningham
504 N. Elmwood Dr.
Aurora, IL 60506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Judith Swain
35 Graig Road
Alltwen, Pontardawe
Swansea, ot SA8 3DA



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Karen Pike-Roberts
8329 E Floyd Rd
Rome, NY 13440



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Harriet Adams
1838 Labona
Eugene, OR 97404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marilyn Egan
16413 Berry Way
Delray Beach, FL 33484



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eileen Easton
R.R. # 2
Cochrane, AB T4C 1A2



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bruce Cole
Griffin Ave
Hampden, ME 04444



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chair Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Jaime Becker
1332 67th St
Berkeley, CA 94702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melinda Bashen
11649 N. Shore Dr. #11
11649 N. Shore Dr. #11
Reston, VA 20190



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathy Grabowski
1012 Hemlock Farms
Lords Valley, PA 18428



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Bonnie Gorman RN
222 Rock Island Rd
Quincy, MA 02169



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melinda Bashen
11649 N. Shore Dr. #11
11649 N. Shore Dr. #11
Reston, VA 20190



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
maria peteinaraki
theodosiou diakonou 9 str
heraklion city creta, AS 71305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Terry Elliott
RR 2 Box 349
Wysox, PA 18854



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nicole Jordan
1640B Valley Avenue
Birmingham, AL 35209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Gelineau
2034 Northampton St
Holyoke, MA 01040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christophe Caballero
3300 NE 164 st.
E1
Ridgefield, NY 10128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tom Ray
7507 Moredale Rd
Louisville, KY 40222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michelle McClendon
8425 Seminary Ridge Drive
Austin, TX 78745



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Pam Morarre
1170 El Monte Dr
Simi Valley, CA 93065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lois Watson
12100 RIVERSIDE W«AY
RICHMOND, BC V6W1k5



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Felts
10994 Chapel Woods Blvd S
Noblesville, IN 46060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
chris harrison
15 hope st
ince, ot wn34py



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roger & Gayle O'DONAHOO
2 Dundee Place
Wantirna, Australia, ot 03152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jon Martell
62 Spring St
Westerly, RI 02891



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debra Wilks
8150 Wolf Creek Road South
Pell City, AL 35128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
deborah mokma
pO Box 1330
ashland, OR 979520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
M Schenker
Sheridan rd
25c
Chicago, IL 60657



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susanne Madden
7319 Trask Ave
Playa Del Rey, CA 90293



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lois Watson
12100 RIVERSIDE W«AY
RICHMOND, BC V6W1k5



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Olin Bray
2477 S Eldridge Ct
Lakewood, CO 80228



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bernita B. Smith
880 8th Avenue S. #301
Naples, FL 34109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Megan Roemer
2602 6th St
Boulder, CO 80306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adrian Swanston
#2303-349 W Georgia St
Vanncouver, BC V6B 3W5



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Clare Casalegno
860 Vista Del Brisa
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeanette French
437 Tuscawilla Dr.
tall oaks
Charles Town, WV 25414



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. ben carpenter
2 san francisco
san franciscio, CA 94112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marianne Mukai
20 Elm St
Delhi, NY 13753



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
george picchioni
1923 Colden Ave
Bronx, NY 10462



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisbet Brook
12224 Dorothy Street
los Angeles, CA 90049



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sharon Budde
1171 Discovery Way
Concord, CA 94521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judith Foran
1614 West 6th Street
North Platte, NE 69101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathryn Gouldie
35 Curtis Pl
Maplewood , NJ 07040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Eileen Massey
5924 Herzog St
Emeryville, CA 94608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. J Stufflebeam
19178 S Echo Dell Ln
Oregon City, OR 97045



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jacqueline Sowa Colyer
605 Buck Run Road
East Fallowfield, PA 19320



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Soares
5744 Juarez Road
Pollock Pines, CA 95726



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lee Bible
155 Cherry Lane
Abbottstown, PA 17301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Marty Verberkmoes
PO Box 954
Roseburg, OR 97470



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lilithe Magdalene
PO Box 1478
Middletown, CA 95461



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
t Foster
290 Steelmanville Road
Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jamie Zazow
733 Marine Street #4
Santa Monica, CA 90405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. melissa miller
1612 Detroit ave
concord, CA 94520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. diana vera
318 fort elfsborg rd
318 fort elfsborg rd
salem, NJ 08079



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bernice Zazow
2401 Pennsyvania Ave
Apt 2C41
Philadelphia, PA 19130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Beam
2287 S Center Rd Apt 1022
Apt 1022
Burton, MI 48519



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Margaret Gillingham
1020 Nancy Ln
Costa Mesa, CA 92627



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gerald Biamont
1840 Thomas Dr
Las Cruces, NM 88001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ron Asher
2513 13th Ave W Apt 2
Seattle, WA 98119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erico Fernandes Martins
SHII QI 23
Brasilia, ot 71660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brad Snyder
8887 Dallas Ln N
Osseo, MN 55369



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Ulibarri
6032 North Oriole Avenue
Chicago, IL 60631



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandi Martin
1210 Florence St
Parkersburg, IA 50665



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
marie ellis
holly
watsonville, CA 95076



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kara Horstman
3957 Terra Trace Ct.
Evansville, IN 47715



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Emma Bragg
16 Sapphire Street
Enfield , CT 06082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Erin Daly
848 N. Rainbow Blvd. #4903
21 Kimball Rd
Las Vegas, NV 89107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alan Austin
7852 Maui Place
Diamondhead, MS 39525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. patricia carcasses
2741A SE 141st Ave
Portland, OR 97236



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Young
104 Bridgewater Dr
Easley, SC 29642



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Wise
5707 Skye Dr.
Clinton, MD 20735



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. angelika altum
902 edwards st
902 Edwards St
copperas cove, TX 76522



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. S Sisrail
3355 Rain St
Skokie, IL 60076



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Emlyn Bruns
309 Chandler Ave Apt 3
Evansville, IN 47713



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gina osburn
602 s 4th st.
guttenberg, IA 52052



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Des Rochers
511 Ste-Madeleine
Montréal, QC H3K 2L1



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Amy F.
2984 S. Akron St.
Denver, CO 80231



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lea Caplan
319 Melbourne Rd
Great Neck, NY 11021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gilda Fusilier
6221 Riverside Blvd Apt 4
6221 Riverside Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95831



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Mendoza
932 1/2 el paso dr
Los angeles, CA 90042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ellen Sanford
1718 Tammany
Anaconda, MT 59711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Teresa Winsor
2163 Haller Street
San Diego, CA 92104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lor Cubbison
P.O. 568
Milford, CT 06460



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Emma Ruggiero
P.O. Box 135
Greenbank, WA 98253



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alexis Hendrickson
3219 west 44th street
Minneapolis, MN 55410



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zack Blumberg
450 Chateau Dr
Carson City, NV 89701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kim Dieter
2 Beaumont Lane
Devon, PA 19333



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephanie C. Fox
4 Wyndcliffe Park
Bloomfield, CT 06002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Robson
2219 N Dearing St
Alexandria, VA 22302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
Anne-Marie Neckebroeck
 
Anne-Marie Neckebroeck
Laarnesteenweg
Wetteren, ot 9230



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Barrett
923 short st
loves park, IL 61111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Daniel Brown
3293 N Good Hope Cir Apt A
Clifton, CO 81520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. carol gelfand
478 Byrlee Dr
Pittsburgh, PA 15237



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Deborah Rickenbach
6187 Chamberlain Pl Apt 202
Winston Salem, NC 27103
 
3369465009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angela Deeds
4823 Big Cynthiana Rd
Evansville, IN 47720



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
aaron novack
700 E Mesquite Circle
Tempe, AZ 85281



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. dorothy Anderson
125 River St
N Weymouth, MA 02191



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brigitte Padberg
56 Warfield Street
Montclair NJ 07043, NJ 07043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wanda Plucinski
733 Wyncrest Drive
Cranbury, NJ 08512



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jeane Harrison
3445 SW 31st St
Des Moines, IA 50321



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Ng
14736 35th Ave
Flushing, NY 11354



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
carter tune
N24C Pine Tree Blvd
Old Bridge, NJ 08857



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ying Cooper
247 Laws Brook Road #303
Concord, MA 01742



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nicole Shaffer
4377 Teeter Totter Cir
Colorado Springs, CO 80917



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Barbara King
PO Box 29448
Los Angeles, CA 90029



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeremiah Anderson
20003 Summerridge Drive
Castro Valley, CA 94552



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Patricia Carlton
500 Rodeo Rd Apt 1121
Santa Fe, NM 87505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gabriela Sosa
1900 Dracena Dr
LA, CA 90027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elaine Livesey-Fassel
10387 Glenbarr Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90064



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christopher Tobias
2711 Locust Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15241



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Pat Dingleberry
111 Sterling Avenue
Jersey City, NJ 07305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. frances walsh
922 Kenilworth Ave
Newark, DE 19711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sarah minten
60 russell st west
lindsay, ON N6J 4G6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vivian Perry
PO Box 595
Humboldt, AZ 86329



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kerrie Shisila
3424 Panama Drive
Parma, OH 44134



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron De Stefano
40 Garden Ave
Woodland Park, NJ 07424



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joanne Ryan
7 ashland St
Caldwell, NJ 07006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. KIM chavez
451 Townsend Dr
Aptos, CA 95003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Don Owens
4119 Florida St., Apt. A
San Diego, CA 92104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Whitson
3116 S Dose Ter
Seattle, WA 98144



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jerry Peavy
2111 algonkin Ave.
Chico, CA 95926



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sheryl Ferguson
2541 Camellia Street
Pueblo, CO 81005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl DeShaies
4329 Covey Circle
Naples, FL 34109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sandra Dal Cais
4534 47th St
Woodside, NY 11377



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Lesmond
boise
boise, ID 83725



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lois Martin
175 Adams Steet
Newton, Mass., MA 02458



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. R Carlson
PO Box 3753
Eureka, CA 95502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. rc dutra
526 Appian Way
Union City, CA 94587



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marjorie Keiter
23 W. Center St.
Nesquehoning, PA 18240



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michelle Houghton
477 Dean ave -37
Oshawa, ON L1H 3E4



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gregory Freeman
6333 E.Apache Dr.
Pearce, AZ 85625



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Mansfield
 
Mr. Mark Mansfield
37 Madison Street
Geneva, NY 14456



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Janet McCalister
520 Valley View Dr
Paradise, CA 95969



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Leader
415 San Vicente Blvd. #11
Santa Monica, CA 90402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
JOHN WELTON
41A EDGEWATER PARK
BRONX, NY 10465



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Peter Corkey
347 10th Street
San Francisco, CA 94103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elliot Daniels
4633A 28th Road South
Arlington, VA 22206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynn Wilbur
617 Katlian Street
Sitka, AK 99835



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Evelyn Milian
Biologist
631 Eldorado Blvd. Apt. 912
Broomfield, CO 80021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adriana Guzmán
México DF
México, D.F., ot 03810



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adriana Guzmán
México DF
México, D.F., ot 03810



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roxann Carmean
HC1 Box 710
Strawberry, AZ 85544



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Pearson
248 Neponset Valley Pkwy
Boston, MA 02136



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Raymond Gibson
2439 Hayes St.
Hollywood, FL 33020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charesa Harper
4399 warm springs rd
Glen Ellen, CA 95442



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Starrett
8620 NW 13 Street  Lot 420
Lot 420
Gainesville, FL 32653



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dean Sieck
2547 Bolton Rd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
camila cossio
1522 haven lock dr
houston, TX 77077



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Matthew Crane
201 Ross Rd
201 Ross Rd
Tallahassee, FL 32305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Victoria Read
28 High Point Mountain Road
West Shokan, NY  12494, NY 12494



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cristina Sanchez
5747 N 44th Dr
Glendale, AZ 85301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
richard and Chihoko Solomon
2376 Thackeray Drive
Oakland, Calif, CA 94611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Louise Sharrer
91 Wierimus Road
Hillsdale, NJ 07642



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gene and Dori Peters
Retired
204 W. Havens,  # 150
Mitchell, SD 57301
 
480-381-6683



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frank 10/21/2010 Evelhoch
PA
17 Pamela Dr, PA 17050
 
ga_56679109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Nevins
1062 E. Lancaster Avenue
Rosemont, PA 19010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gala Munoz
3382 Chartwell Ave.
Prince George, BC V2N 6Z8



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Beverlee Goynes
466 Branchville Rd
Ridgefield, CT 06877



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Sturtcman
2014 NW Glisan St.
Portland, OR 97209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Olson
115 Valencia Avenue
Aptos, CA 95003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ana Goepner
Floranes 15
Santander, ot 39010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Wolff
PO Box 159
Carson, NM 87517



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jerry persky
859 princeton street
santa monica, CA 90403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Patti Tomasello
600 S Jackson St
Waxhaw, NC 28173



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alan Morrison
16 Pine Meadow Lane
North Yarmouth, ME, ME 04097



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Gregory Pais
2304 Steam Valley Rd
Trout Run, PA 17771



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Dunn
520 NE Roth Street
Portland, OR 97211
 
503-227-3453



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Luan Le
3411 Shea Ct.
Arlington, TX 76014
 
phone number



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Patricia Harlow
70 Old State Rd
70 Old State Road
Binghamton, NY 13901
 
607 724-3161



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lorraine Wilson
2097 N Fork Dr
Lafayette, CO 80026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Margaret Waltershausen
404 E. Eliot Drive
Urbana, IL 61801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jonathan Winder
Columbia Mills Court
Wallingford, PA, PA 19063



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandra Materi
1600 W. Odell
Casper, WY 82604



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
susan  zarzycki
530 alder road
boulder creek, CA 95006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lynne St.John
8301 Mission Gorge Rd Spc 78
Santee, CA 92071



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alex A. Bobroff
14326 Creme Rd
Homer Glen, IL 60491



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the jproposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandi Zimmer
15751 State Highway 16 N
Medina, TX 78055



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pamela Byrne
R3 Box131
Elkins, WV 26241



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Terry Friedman
10 Belnay Lane
Montvale, NJ 07645



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Eric Dougherty
1239 Pine Ridge Dr
Perkiomenville, PA 18074



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
We are encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, we urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and
each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
We urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. V and B Jones
POB 9050
Torrance, CA 90508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Gloria Cameron
109 Crestwood Dr.
New Castle, PA 16101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Julie Kennie
10 Wheatfield Ln
West Dennis, MA 02670



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ernest Hill
2526 Woodlawn Dr
Monroeville, PA 15146



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Edith Cooper
PO Box 700
Crestone, CO 81131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tassilo von Koch
8459 NW Ash St
Portland, OR 97229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Emma Shook
2854 Scarborough Rd
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jamie Conrad
12951 Aurora Dr.
San Leandro, CA 94577



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Desiree  Nagyfy
1120 E. Westmoreland Rd.
Deer Park, WA 99006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
claude alliot
7 av. albert bartholome
paris, ot 75015



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Emily Boliver
52 Moores Circle
Laurel, MS 39443



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark  Alexander
990 Barlina Rd
Crystal Lake, IL 60014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathani Perret
14 Sea Street
Camden, ME 04843



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Greg Nielson
19194 Hunt Rd
Strongsville, OH 44136



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jerrold Osborn
3020 11th St NW
Albuquerque, NM 87107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Morgese
98 Clarendon Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Denise Dunlap
15144 Brazil Cir
Woodbridge, VA 22193
 
703-583-0025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Madden
High St
Berwick, ot 3806



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
d Butler
5971 Parkway Dr.
Nanaimo, B.C., BC v9v1g2



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Berry
710 C St
san rafael, CA 94930



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joseph Coco
9 Cloverdale Ct
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
George Mostoller
919 South 8th Street, #2F
Philadelphia, PA 19147



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. paula pruner
7135 Coldwater Canyon Ave Apt 7
North Hollywood, CA 91605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Katherine DeAngelis
1429 S. 4th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Groves
201 Alderfer Rd
Harleysville, PA 19438



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Todd & Mary Hall
Lakeview Court
Lakeville, MN 55044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dan Lara
7539 N. Ridge Blvd
Chicago, IL, IL 60645



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Magill
944 Sunridge Dr.
Sarasota, FL 34234



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Donald Cronin
251 Summer Street #1
Somerville, MA 02143



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joanne Cockerill
PO Box 225
Silver City, NM 88062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ruth Koblenz
5431 Mardel Ave
Saint Louis, MO 63109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Gale Rullmann
435 Eagle Stone Ridge
Youngsville, NC 27596



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Daniel Jacobs
3322 Cavan Dr
Saint Ann, MO 63074



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrew Arneson
PO Box 35
PO Box 35
Arivaca, AZ 85601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kristen Breslin
23749 st clair road
california, MD 20619



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Abraham Rozman
PO Box 472
Albion, NY 14411



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alana McDowell
500 30th st
boulder, CA 90039



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Nick Mouzourakis
23846 Lloyd Ct.
Dearborn, MI 48124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David Hochtritt
482 County Road FF
Pickett, WI 54964



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Stone
8902 Birdwood Ct
Houston, TX 77096



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sally Mackey
2127  SW 162nd St.
Burien, WA 98166



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patrick Matriscino
1090 Cork Road
Victor, NY 14564



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. carol adams
2902 village road
langhorne, PA 19047



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. lisa clark-kahn
84 E Main St
84 e main st
Stony Point, NY 10980



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Candace Fawcett
5815 43 Ave
Red Deer, AB T4N3E5



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Beverly Ann Conroy
739 S. ElmwoodAv.
Oak Park, IL 60304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Vanderhorst
16550 Fort Loramie Swanders Rd
Sidney, OH 45365
 
937-622-2234



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cate Lemieux
29 S Pier Rd Apt C201
Narragansett, RI 02882



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Brazill
2520 International Circle, APT 320
Colorado Springs, CO 80910



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Allison Porcella
807 N Australian Ave
West Palm Beach, FL 33407



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue  Martin
2726 E St
San Diego, CA 92102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adrienne Bortree
81 Cedar Street
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Harry Hochheiser
5742 Woodmont st
Pittsburgh, PA 15217



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrew Arneson
PO Box 35
PO Box 35
Arivaca, AZ 85601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Armando A. Garcia
16710 Orange Ave Unit F35
Paramount, CA 90723



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sharon Head
12991 Hidden Valley Ranch Rd
De Soto, MO 63020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pat Makowski
Neal Ave.
Stillwater, MN 55082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael LaBrecque
2180 Austin Ln
Amissville, VA 20106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Riley
64 Glenside Trail
Sparta, NJ 07871



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Erik Fredrickson
205 Dartmouth Dr SE
Albuquerque, NM 87106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark Heald
PO Box 284
Pleasant Hill, TN 38578



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jan Lilly
74 Stony Brook Road
Hopewell, NJ 08525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shauna Sparlin
2034 N Pintail
Wichita, KS 67235



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Scott Davis
537 Old Coach Road
Westerville, OH 43081



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Shannon Prowell
4839 Riverton Dr
Orlando, FL 32708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Parlette
2141 Tydd St.
Eureka, CA 95501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Gilbert
7517 Jomel Dr
Weeki Wachee, FL 34607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adelheid Pramhas
26 Brich Grove Dr.
Pittsfield, MA 01201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Loraine Parkinson
11 Norton Road
Lexington, MA 02420



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Fujita
45-318 Mokulele Dr
Kaneohe, HI 96744



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sharon Dietrich
604 Chestnut St
Ithaca, NY 14850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Ross
1623 military rd
niagara falls, NY 14304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Nicole Berkheimer
5709 Bluewood Lane
Knoxville, TN 37921



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jenny Bramlette
5909 Estes Ln
Wesley Chapel, FL 33545



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer O'Neal
12400 Ventura Blvd #907
Studio City, CA 91604



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Mary Larson
4117 N 158th Ave
Omaha, NE 68116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Edith Crowe
5940 West Locksley Loop
Wasilla, NV 89701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joanna Waddy
22 Wood Gardens
Isleworth, ot TW7 6LL



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Betty J. Van Wicklen
41 Lake Shore Dr.  #2B
Watervliet, NY 12189
 
999-999-9999



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Floyd Back
2954 Lower Gabriels Creek Rd
Mars Hill, NC 28754



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Phyllis Karppi
3106 Acton Rd
Barkville, MD 21234



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ruth Mutchler
7839 Lang
Roscommon, MI 48653



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen Bohac
P.O. Box 1730
Twain Harte, CA 95383



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Liane Kirby
4704 W Azeele St
Tampa, FL 33609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anna Jones
343 Parker Slatton Rd
Simpsonville, SC 29681



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Norma Washburn
33 Indian Trl
Ormond Beach, FL 32174



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah A Waller
12 Louise Dr.
Cortland, NY 13045



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kristyn MacPhail
9236 W Euclid Ave
Littleton, CO 80123
 
3032462080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joanne Linden
16 carpenter pl
Cranford , NJ 07016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elisa Francesca Lorenzetti
georgenstr. 72
Muenchen, ot 80799



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cassandra Treppeda
9 N Hillside Ave
9 N Hillside Ave
Elmsford, NY 10523



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Debbie Thomas
P.O. Box 2377
Fernley, NV 89408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Kay
PO Box 451
Vashon, WA 98070
 
206-567-5287



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Sheree Bala
279 S Taft Ct
Louisville, CO 80027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erin Parker
1781 Liberty Ln. #50
Blacksburg, VA 24060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bret Johnson
8718 Quarry Ridge Lane  Unit H
Woodbury, MN 55125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol St Jean
2717 E 18th St
Greeley, CT 80631



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christopher  Benjamin
13190 Washington Drive #B
Largo, FL 33774



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Burch
56965 Gladewood Rd
Coquille, OR 97423



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
tatiana druffel
1412 mississippi
silver city, NM 88061



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Idelle Nissila-Stone
12 Micieli Pl
12 micieli place
Brooklyn, NY 11218



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Judy Gehrig
106 Candlelight Ct
Durham, NC 27707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jean Mixon
3708 72nd Avenue Circle East
Sarasota, FL 34243



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandra Franz
1130 W Cornelia Ave
Chicago, IL 60657



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jon Batson
33 Prospect St
Rochester, NH 03867



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Snelling
2180 Benwicke dr
Pfafftown, NC 27040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diana Duffy
6955 N US Highway 23
Oscoda, MI 48740



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mauricio carvajal
viento norte 4018
Santiago, ot 9291583



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mauricio carvajal
viento norte 4018
Santiago, ot 9291583



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Malinda Plog
1740 Ave V
Scottsbluff, NE 69136



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah Mundal
744 Pacheco St
San Francisco, CA 94703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
MARIE MANHARDT
1106 S. FERNANDEZ
ARLINGTON HTS, IL 60005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
KIMBERLY CRANE
2801 BICKFORD AVE SUITE 103-140
SNOHOMISH, WA 98290



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Moss
325 Town Forest Court
Camarillo, CA 93012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Portland Coates
1537 12th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gary Siemer
9150 Eldridge Rd
Spring Hill, FL 34608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
neil bissex
60 BATH HILL
KEYNSHAM
BRISTOL, ot BS31 1HH



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Damian James
432-38 Street #D
Oakland, CA 94609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Toni Caldwell-Clark
2314 West 39th Avenue
Apt 401
Kansas City, KS 66103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Walling
3031 NE.137 ST.#106
Seattle, WA 98125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Please stop deep sea fishing gear from destroying deep sea coral and environments it
needs. I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking
proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Pajot
24670 Lawrence Rd
Junction city, OR 97448



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Shelley Toye
7 Sleepy Hollow Pt
Gales Ferry, CT 06335



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christine Bower
768 Mosquito Valley Rd.
Williamsport Pa, PA 17702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gwen Crist
652 S. Elizabeth
Salt Lake City, UT 84102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. jason klinkel
212 W Norwood Ct
San Antonio, TX 78212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lani Sloss
8294 S. Jackson St.
Centennial, CO 80122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jean Gladstone
1005 G Street
Eureka, CA 95501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
LuAnn Wherry
4502 Felton St.
San Diego, CA 92116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Caroline Skinner
2420 NW Quimby St
Portland, OR 97210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eric Abrams
6 Surrey Drive
Bow, NH 03304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
angelini sandra
du tram
vinalmont, ot 4520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
angelini sandra
du tram
vinalmont, ot 4520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
angelini sandra
du tram
vinalmont, ot 4520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
angelini sandra
du tram
vinalmont, ot 4520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
angelini sandra
du tram
vinalmont, ot 4520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine.
 
Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems,
and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon.
 
There should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening
up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Grillo
3 Marsh Lane Apt. 21
Orono, ME 04473



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Craig Murray
603-166 University
Windsor, ON N9a5n9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Johanna Elias
3178 Nostrand Ave.
BROOKLYN, NY 11229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Liz Tymkiw
303 Delaware Circle
Apt 3
Newark, DE 19711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lin Norris
18960 James Madison Highway
Troy, VA 22974



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jonathan Clapp
17 7th St
Harwich, MA 02645



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Petra Mueller
Lambergstr. 22
Traunstein, ot 83278



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
JK Kibler
PO Box
Ghent, NY 12075



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
JK Kibler
PO Box
Ghent, NY 12075



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
REY MORA
Leveson Way
Nashville, TN 37211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Florence Robin
12 les Noels
Vildé Guingalan, CA 95616



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jim Buonocore
386 Crescent Ave
Highland, NY 12528



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angela Larson
1702 E. 7th St.
Sioux Falls, SD 57103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
krista joy
cerrillos rd
SANTA FE, NM 87508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lauren Swaim
none
Little Rock, AR 72205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gertrude Clawson
1902 29th St., Lubbock,TX 79411
Lubbock, TX 79411



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,Susie Marty
 
Susie Marty
4843 5th.ave.S.
Mpls., MN 55419



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,Susie Marty
 
Susie Marty
4843 5th.ave.S.
Mpls., MN 55419



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jameson bergen
11 Strong Street
Burlington, CT 06013



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. ann skazinski
12633 Broadmoor Pl
Grand Haven, MI 49417



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anne Salzmann
110 Verano Loop
Santa Fe, NM 87508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
florinda tudose
11165 gilker hill road
maple ridge, BC v2w1v5



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan LoFurno
1340 Klem Rd
Webster, NY 14580



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Coats
5903 Stanbrook Drive
Richmond, VA 23234



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Todd Fisk
10956 Caminito Cuesta
San Diego, CA 92131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
I. Engle
605 Bosque St.
Village 0f Tularosa, NM 88352



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Gillespie
2648 Kipling Dr
Sterling Hts., MI 48310



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Oaks
1711 13th Ave S Apt 203
Seattle, WA 98144



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mirian Rivera-Shapiro
2560 Batchelder St.
Brooklyn, NY 11235



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. PauleAnne Pruneau
7820 Jamesford Rd
Baltimore
Baltimore, MD 21222
 
4438223056



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adam White
9704 southall rd
apt 2
Randallstown , MD 21133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Matthew Palmer
5209 Peabody St.
Long Beach, CA 90808



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jessica Mitchell
10260 Woodrose Ln
Littleton, CO 80129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lucy Schneider
213 David Hooper Pl
213 David Hooper Pl. Westwood, NJ
Westwood, NJ 07675



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Phyllis Garr
20 Vernon Road
Marlboro, NJ 07746



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Matthew John
14010 Captains Row #119
Marina Del Rey, CA 90292



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
kenn gorrell
PO Box 7071
St Louis, MO 63177



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter M. Lambert
 
Peter Lambert
613 Glenburry Way
San Jose, CA 95123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bryan Iwen
Pleasant Rd.
Algoma, WI 54201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tanya Nuter
1289 38th Ave
San Francisco, CA 94122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dona Longacre
32 Dianthus
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
lily rivertree
4650 dulin rd
fallbrook, CA 92264



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
janet kern
79 peaceable
pine bush, NY 12566



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jessica Loomis
661 Berkley Rd
Indianapolis, IN 46208



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tom & Jeanne Nordland
325 Crows Nest Dr
Boulder Creek, CA 95006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ray Becker
579 Sadleir Way Apt 3
Reno, NV 89512



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. JL Charriers
1910 Heritage Dr
Wayzata, MN 55391



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bonita Weis
203 Crescent St
Northampton , MA 01060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tricia Hart
10941 Bright Fox Dr
Indianapolis, IN 46234



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Pat Pascual
1216 Route 311
Patterson, NY 12563



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dennis Branse
4970 E. Sabal Palm Blvd. #102
Tamarac, FL 33319



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
susan turmell
532 moreno
sugarloaf, CA 92386



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
LeeRoy DeJohn
1241 1/2 East 1st Street
Butte, MT 59701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
theresa gorrez
941 clopper rd
gaithersburg, MD 20878



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Nix
17095 Tomahawk Trail
Plymouth, IN, IN 46563



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pat Magrath
1435 Ledgestone Lane
Pomona, CA 91767



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
susan michetti
605 sheila st
mth oreb, WI 53572



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Blain
156 Vernon St
Gardner, MA 01440



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Farley
17 Ferdon Ave
Sparkill, NY 10976



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sheila ganch
2152 N. Racine Ave
Chicago, IL 60614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
wendy leigh-bell
119 kent st
Hamilton, ON L8P 3Z2



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. william wurtz
513 Grand St
New York, NY 10002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melanie Brown
Kipps Lane
London, ON N5Y 4S5



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Noreen Weeden
493 Vermont St
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debbie Aide
905-150 Mohawk Rd E
Hamilton , ON L9A 2H1



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Wohlberg
6739 11th ave s
Richfield, MN 55423



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Catherine Phipps
2760 Atkinson Street
Regina, NY 10027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debra Berliner
171 Richcreek
Austin, TX 78757



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Carrick
2627 Adams Mill Road NW
Washington, DC 20009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Len Gardner
34012 Colegio Drive
Dana Point, CA 92629



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
robert slomer
524 Mccubbing Dr.
Lexington, KY 40503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sam Saltonstall
21 Elizabeth St.
Peaks Island, ME 4108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marty Bostic
1540 Amherst Ave.
LA, CA 90025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Greg Pregent
6 Morse Rd
Lebanon, NH 03766



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Markus
10462 Ramona Way
Garden Grove, CA 92840



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Meagen Grundberg
1818 7th Avenue #12
Oakland, CA 94702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. BILLY WOODS
109 Abby Jo Ln
Chaffee, MO 63740



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
To fully protect deep-sea corals, this plan must prevent bottom-trawl fishing gear from
being used in all of the canyons and deep-sea regions that harbor these ecological
treasures.
 
To fully protect deep-sea corals, this plan must prevent bottom-trawl fishing gear from
being used in all of the canyons and deep-sea regions that harbor these ecological
treasures.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for giving this important matter your attention.
 
Sincerely,
Penny Patterson
 
Mrs. Penny Patterson
263 Windchime Way



263 Windchime Way
Leland, NC 28451



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elaine Hultengren
1570 Aerial Way S. E.
Salem, Oregon, OR 97302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Katherine Warren
1810 Forbes Park Rd
Fort Garland, CO 81133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chris Cromeans
9931 Hyatt Resort Dr Apt 1321
San Antonio, TX 78251



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
M McGillivary
2484 Benson Ln
Eugene, OR 97408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Fuller
26 Pickard Lane
Council Bluffs, IA 51501, IA 51501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Peck
9 Hickory Ln
Higganum, CT 04011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tania Althoff
293 Nassau St Apt 4
Princeton, NJ 08540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
KENYA PALEY
678 PECOS LOOP SE
Rio Rancho, NM 87124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robin Brown
6347 Ivanhoe
Beaumont, TX 77450



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah Lyons
419 W Union St
West Chester, PA 19382



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Fran KLabunde
4610 SW Mueller Dr # 303 # F
Beaverton, OR 97007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zachary Cramer
PO Box 4574
Chattanooga, TN 37415



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alexandr Yantselovskiy
Svyatoshynska
40v
Vyshneve, ot 08132



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kevin Smith
56 K St, Apt 1
Turners Falls, MA 01376



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alexandr Yantselovskiy
Svyatoshynska
40v
Vyshneve, ot 08132



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessica Likens
8137 Santa Inez Way
Buena Park, CA 90620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. E. Peekins
PO Box 178
Talmage, CA 95481



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathy Lawless
186 michele way
harleysville, PA 19438



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Roger Corpolongo
PO Box 111
Dearborn Hts, MI 48127



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. G. Trubow
300 N.State St.
Chicago, IL 60654



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dennis Schaef
715 Limber Rd
Meadville, PA 16335



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dwight Allbee
403 1st Ave NE
Waverly, IA 50677



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Season Platt
67 Piedmont Lake Road
Pine Mountain, GA 31822



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph Shulman
6249 Romo St
San Diego, CA 92115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. kathleen conroy
7 Haydn St
Roslindale, MA 02131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Andrea Frank
39171 Bernice Ter.
Beach Park, IL 60099



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. anita bixenstine
407 Wilson Ave
Kent, OH 44240



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bruce Higgins
991 Dean Dr
Atlanta, GA 30318



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Iris Edinger
5534 Pattilar Ave.
Woodland Hills, CA 91367



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tom Jackson
1535 Franklin St #9B
Denver, CO 80218
 
7205819204



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Evie M.
E. 66th St.
New York, NY 10065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.  Remember, without living coral to feed on, marine life
will DIE and eventually WE will too.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Leon
5 W Loop Street
San Antonio, TX 78212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Waser
3016 Tilden St, NW
Washington, DC  20008, DC 20008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tom Falvey
2576 Wightman St.
San Diego, CA 92104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephanie j
406 Harwood Rd
Catonsville, MD 21228



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Timothy Wong
6823 W Ivanhoe Street
Chandler, AZ 85226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Yamase
1908 Stardust St
Killeen, TX 76543



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kate Lunn
269 Aspen Street
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lauren Sobka
245 st
wahiawa, HI 96791



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Veralli
54A Beacon Hill Rd. 54A
West Milford, NJ 07480



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Yamase
1908 Stardust St
Killeen, TX 76543



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cindy Schultz
3624 Tuscala St
Seaford, NY 11783



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Knight
45 Chequers Road
Loughton, ot IG10 3QE



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maggie McCarthy
72 almenar dr
Greenbrae, CA 94904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. julie knoll
1075 Peachtree Walk
Atlanta, GA 30309



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Derek Knight
45 Chequers Road
Loughton, ot IG10 3QE



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Yazmin Gonzalez
9627 Maple St.
Bellflower, CA 90706



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Reid Larimore
2915 Reed Ave. #3
Cheyenne, WY 82001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Bonnie Kenny
6531 Valley Cir
Morrison, CO 80465



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Campbell
1480 W. Lambert Rd.
La Habra, CA 90631



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
HELEN Findley
6225 Mineral Point Road, C61
Madison, WI 53705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Morley Schloss
14125 North Rd.
Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. L & B Robertson
8903 Brandywyne Dr
Louisville, KY 40291



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Boortz
15750 Winchester Blvd., #201
Los Gatos, CA 95030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Theresa Robbitts
122 Jaffrey Road
Fitzwilliam, NH 03447



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bernadette Jaeger
2151 Balsam Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. linda hunt
2148 Acton St
Berkeley, CA 94702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dan Ingall
14188 Goddard Road
Lake Odessa, MI 48849



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Keiser
410 E 6th St Apt 17B
New York, NY 10009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Dowdell
334 Allandale Drive
Bethel Park, PA 15102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jamee Warfle
30 Ocala St
Arden, NC 28704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
simone cifuentes
727 Mandeville St
New Orleans, LA 70117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ginger Pierce
11220 Sw Blakeney St
Beaverton, OR 97008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Bartels
38716 S Starwood Dr
Tucson, AZ 85739



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jason DeMatte
253 saguaro place
oceanside, CA 92057



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Hawkins
316 Heather Cir
Brevard, NC 28712



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul C Barry
20051 Old Scenic Hwy #909
Zachary, LA 70791



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Matthew J. Lammers
4935 Mill Stream Ct
Atlanta, GA 30338



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sarah Wiebenson
1634 SE Hawthorne Blvd Apt 212
Portland, OR 97214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Bruns
245 N. Brow St.
East Providence, RI 02914



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Edith Yelland
3875 Sabal Springs Blvd
North Fort Myers, FL 33917



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Audrey Coulombe
7271 Barnet Road
Burnaby , BC V5A 1E3



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marsha Kimball
2456 Wickstrom Pl SW
Seattle, WA 98116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sue swiss
6 skidmore trail
hopatcong, NJ 07843



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Melinda Themm
98 Springfield Ct
Newnan, GA 30265



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kate Sims
2732 S. Greenwood
Wichita, KS 67216



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marlene Hutchison
2103 Franklin Dr
Arlington, TX 76011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sally Purbrick-Illek
255 West Vista Ave. S.
Salem, OR 97302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Timothy  Soukup
9234 Avenue Pointe Circle Apt.101
Orlando, FL 32821



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jerry Rowan
974 Camden Dr
Lewisville, TX 75067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Margaret Hicks
15391 Ravenna Trl
Hastings, MN 55033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Ferrara
1284 Balsam Dr
Balsan Dr
Decatur, GA 30033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jenny Carter
434 Hillcrest Ave.
Peterborough, ON K9J 6H6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barry LeBeau
84 Marshall Street
Apt#1A
Providence, RI 02909



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Bryant
10919 Warwick Ave
Fairfax, VA 22030
 
7032735181



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Gorr
8 Deer Run
Skaneateles, NY 13152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Colleen Wysser - Martin
Emil-Balmerweg 22
Laupen, GA 31770



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Emilie Pechuzal
1242 N. 5th Avenue
Tucson, AZ 85705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn Poinelli
36  Prince  St.  #12
Boston, MA 02113



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Crowden
32720 S West Outer Rd
Harrisonville, MO 64701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Inman
PO Box 700
Elk Rapids, MI 49629



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David and Carol Butler
35 Asbury Ln
Hermitage, TN 37076



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
pamela woods
9 remembrance ridge
flat rock, NC 28731



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
vincent arcery
36 senior avenue
mahopac ny, NY 10541



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stanley McDonald
25 Farm Road
Sherborn, MA 01770



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Blaney
P.O. Box 1706
Redlands, CA 92373



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Allison Castle
290 Burnside Ave
Muscatine, IA 52761



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Whitney Smith
9000 NE MLK #35
Portland, OR 97211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bill Prouten
308-4000 Yonge Street
Toronto, ON 90120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rita Caruso Santamaria
1645 Hazelwood st
St Paul, MN 55106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joseph Lahm
1505 Ridgeview Dr
Somerset, PA 15501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Valerie Morrison
38 Spruce Pond Dr.
Strafford, NH 03884



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Annabelle Herbert
1830 E Broadway #124
Tucson, AZ 85719



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bobbiejo Winfrey
6101 Green Manor Dr.
Louisville, KY 40219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Craig Lee Asbury
3731 S Glenstone Ave
Springfield, MO 65804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anna Blake
8023 S 113th St
Seattle, WA 98178



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Suzanne a'Becket
21163 Patriot Way
Cupertino, CA 95014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ruth Pahinui
41-555 Humuna Pl
Waimanalo, HI 96795



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
maria nasif
6601 N Longfellow Drive
Tucson, AZ 85718



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Cristina Casey
114 Lucinda Avenue
Wahroonga, ot 2076



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sarah harber
336 muriwai rd
auckland, ot 3194



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julianne Savage
35 Grove St
01301, MA 01301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robbyn Sarvas
160 Davis St
Huntington WV 25705, WV 25705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. ray lou
705 s weller
seattle, WA 98104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Yelenick
10135 W Temple Dr
Houston, TX 77095



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Helen Colby
8615 SW 126 Terrace
Miami, FL 33156



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ton-Yun Fang
4339 18th St
San Francisco, CA 94114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Emily Yang
839 Sunset Blvd
Arcadia, CA 91007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ashley Kopeck
258 Eastview Dr
Wilkes Barre, PA 18705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lori Daquila
1904 N 103 Ave
Omaha, NE 68114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Francoise Duclot
7114 Gary St
Houston, TX 77055



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon.
 
There should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening
up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16.
 
Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joan Smiley
3050 Old Hwy 8, Apt. 127
Roseville, MN 55113



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rebecca Ryan
7651 Aprilwood Ct
Orlando, FL 32819



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Timothy Rosser
66 Crosby Street Apt. 4E
New York, NY 10012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
lance sharpe
107 almy st.
warwick , RI 02886



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Christopher Heuman
1091 Pattee Ave
Elburn, IL 60119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tamara Abashian
1500 Tyler Ct
Durham, NC 27701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Catherine Garvey
16109 - 86 Ave.
Edmonton, AB T5R 4C6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ardeth L. Weed
520 Hemlock Way Apt 4
Edmonds, WA 98020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Gonzalez
6328 W 3rd Street Rd
Greeley, CO 80634



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kevin Bannon
3 Lakeville Rd
Sussex, NJ 07461



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kevin Brown
213 Lynnwood
Clarksville, IN 47129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mikki Chalker
119 Prospect St
Binghamton, NY 13905
 
ravynsdaughter@a



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maureen Heilman
6990 State Route 8
Brant Lake, NY 12815



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Schermer
500 Mountain Lilac Dr
Sedona, AZ 86336



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
don green
1405 allman st
oakland, CA 94602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steve Wilson
PO Box 4935
West Richland, WA 99353



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Wolf
1040 1/2 Elmwood Ave.
Evanston, IL 60202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sarah Mullins
10015 SW 132nd Ct
Miami, FL 33186



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
EeLing Chua
S Cochran Ave
los angeles, CA 90036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Arlene Forwand
8 Hampton Hill Ct.
Huntington, NY 11743



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deo Schlupp
5194 Zinnia Ct
Arvada, CO 80002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Shannan Johnson
330 Ketch Rd
Saint Cloud, FL 34771



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
S.M. Dixon
943 E. Inca
Mesa, AZ 85203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Goodstein
8133 W. Lorraine Pl
Milwaukee, WI 53222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Philippe Charrier
17, Impasse Coysevox
Rennes, ot 35000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jean Turley-Sinclair
11122 Meyer Way
Grass Valley, CA 95949



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
suzanne kruger
rt.2, box 1008
harpers ferry, WV 25425



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Mott
25 Fenwick St
Greenlawn, NY 11740



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Samuel Carter
P0 Box 51027
Oxnard, CA 93031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
George Sloan
1346 N Laurel Ave
#106
West Hollywood , CA 90046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Herb Stern
3634 Hyacinth Dr
San Diego, CA 92106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Benjamin
1486 Paint Mountain Rd
Escondido, CA 92029



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Todd McKenney
590 E IslandView Rd.
GrapeView, WA 98546



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Dr. G. Blu Wagner
POB 280003
Lakewood, CO 80228
 
303 233 3431



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sarah Rose
55 Federal Ln
Coram, NY 11727



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carlos Navarrette
1329 Cordon Dr
Los Angeles, CA 90063



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Deborah Irwin
9574 A Brentwood Way
Westminster, CO 80021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
amy frieden
10310 Oakbrook Rd
10310
Bridgman, MI 49106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Matthew Miner
7430 SW 76th Ave.
Portland, OR 97223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Vicki Johnson
10735 Spruce Ave.
Kansas City, MO 64137



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kevin O'Rourke
1822 State Route 69
Camden, NY 13316



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Elliott
33 Oakbridge Court, 37
Madison, WI 53717



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. J Noble
Peronal
Madison, WI 53704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Julie Steckel
1126 Bel Air Drive
Santa Barbara, CA 93105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
daniel smith
46 bamboo st
cairns, MI 48178



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ellen Jahos
PO Box 891
Alstead, NH 03602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Blakemore
5650 Buckskin Rd
Mariposa, CA 95338



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marie Perkins
250B S. Maple Avenue
Apt. 7
Oak Park, IL 60302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
polly haynes
3715 Ashleigh Way RD
Barboursville, VA 22923



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Terri Reischl
1958 Florence St
Saint Paul, MN 55110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Thank you for protecting fragile corals.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Hirth
1309 Cornell Ave
Berkeley, CA 94702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bill Dake
528 Larch Ave
South San Francisco, CA 94080, CA 94080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Ahn
1041 Everett Pl. # 4
Los Angeles, CA 90026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Audrey Kixx Goldman
13035 N 48th Place
scottsdale, AZ 85254



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Larissa Matthews
52 Surrey Lane
Plainview, NY 11803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
It's good to know that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rhoda Schlamm
5955 47th Ave
Woodside, NY 11377



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. david caccia
PO Box 1788
Honokaa, HI 96727



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
  MOST SINCERELY,
            MR.KENT WEBER
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kent Weber
321 Hudson St
Buffalo, NY 14201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Tovar
4305 Autumn Ridge Rd Unit# 210
Cedar Falls, IA 50613



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dalt Wonk
813 Uraulines
New Orleans, LA 70116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeff Blackard
1365 Broad Street
Columbia, MS 39429



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
We are encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, we urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and
each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, we support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
We urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David and Betty Knutzen
5096 Tuggle Ln
Waunakee, WI 53597



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathleen Howren
6050 Trowbridge Way
COLUMBUS, OH 43229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
leslie prouty
25 Second Avenue
West Hyannisport, MA 02672



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer McLintock
223st
maple ridge, BC v2x5y4



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Greg Macmillan
24 Wallace Rd
Christmas Hills, ot 3775



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron Berti
Enter your address line 1 here
Enter your address line 2 here
Portland, OR 97225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cathleen Lindsay
2025 NE 100th St
Seattle, WA 98125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Jean Priest
843 Barton Woods Rd NE
Atlanta, GA 30307



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alexandra Rappaport
1 hazel pass
Henderson, NV 89052



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vicky Parrish
Kilmaine Dr
 Ladybridge
Bolton, ot bl34ru



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elissa Wagner
PO Box 2573
Aptos, CA 95001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Carr
22910 90th Ave W, D402
Edmonds, WA 98026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julia Nichols
295 Old Flynns Cove Rd
Crossville, TN 38572



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debbie Schlinger
P.O. Box 69
Deerwood, MN 56444



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Stephanie Mory
430 Paige Point Blf
Seabrook, SC 29940



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
susan bullen
p.o. box 150174
san rafael, CA 94915



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Cardoza
5013 OSullivan Dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. stephanie Hildreth
154 Westchester Ave
Rochester, NY 14609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Everything is connected, protecting deep-sea coral ecosystems protects the ocean too.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Saran Kirschbaum
1710 Bagley Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ted Dreier
7037 SW 54th Ave
7037 SW 54th Avenue, Portland, OR 97219
Portland, OR 97219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ted Dreier
7037 SW 54th Ave
7037 SW 54th Avenue, Portland, OR 97219
Portland, OR 97219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ted Dreier
7037 SW 54th Ave
7037 SW 54th Avenue, Portland, OR 97219
Portland, OR 97219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
noah tempero
jefferson avn
absarokee, MT 59001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dan Wicht
941 Overton Drive Northeast
Fridley, MN 55432



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sylvia Schippers
101 Robson Rd
Leamington, ON N8H 4R6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jen H
email only
email only, FL 32405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margot Steinberg
9 Orchard Street
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ruth Clifford
1505 DeRose Way
#94
San Jose, CA 95126



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. sam asseff
6932 Noble St
Colorado Springs, CO 80915



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Katherine Latorre
703 Cleveland St.
Redwood City, CA 94061



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ARIANA BAKEMAN
2350 Langtree Dr
Roseville, CA 95747



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joey  Winthrop
2249 Ashby
Berkeley, CA 94705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Smith
314 N. Aladdin Dr
Anaheim, CA 92801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. A. Todd
PO Box 41783
Eugene, OR 97404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sara Neves
16 Newark Way
Hendon, ot NW4 4JL



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Connor
29435 Edgewood Rd
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carolyn Boodman
13280 El Dorado Dr Apt 189F
Seal Beach, CA 90740



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Whitehair
29 Westwind Drive
Methuen, MA 01844



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lynn Flanigan
701 Seabrook Ct
Towson, MD 21286



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kiwibob Glanzman
1220 NE 90th
Seattle, WA 98115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Centorrino
10002 Terry St
Fairfax, VA 22031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jan Rader
326 Harris St
Kent, OH 44240



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janeene Porcher
13568 W 23rd Pl
Golden, CO 80401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
barn lincoln
1919 Ygncio Valley Rd. #84
Walnut Creek, CA 94598



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.  The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine.  Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears.  This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon.
There should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening
up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16.  Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure that the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England, the U.S. and around the world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans.  Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Bernard
56 Mildred St.
South Portland, ME 04106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
NICHOLAS CONTE
73 Edgar Rd
Matawan, NJ 07747



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Allen Vogt
8248 S 79th St
Franklin, WI 53132



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
When human arrogance destroys enough of this Eco system, we as a species will feel the
full force of natures reaction.  Better to loose a few dollars now than the world a few years
down the road.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Spencer Bertram
1205 Leeland Dr
Kingsport, TN 37660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Mark Waltzer
1509 Squire Lane
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Miia Suuronen
Muroleenkatu 12 b 28
Tampere, ot 33720



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
warren tadlock
6322 kiftsgate ct
charlotte, NC 28226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Greg Burnet
3608 Wenonah Ave
Berwyn, IL 60402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
will seale
848 county road 59
moundville, AL 35474



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ken Epstein
20538 brian crst
Bayside, NY 11360



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Scott Sebastian
8040 Greenbriar Ct
Burr Ridge, IL 60527



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Groh
6443 Heronwalk Dr.
Gulf Breeze, FL 32563



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jacqueline Jenkins
1033 Wild Flower
Floresville, TX 78114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michelle Kofler
199A N Main St
S Deerfield, MA 01373



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adina Parsley
20420 Marine Dr, Apt P2
Stanwood, WA 98292



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Peters
10917 Loma de color
el paso, TX 79934



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Falls
chumasero
San Francisco, CA 94132



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
joan ahern
islington
trowbridge, ot ba148qe



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurel Powers
52 Center Rd.
Petaluma, CA 94952



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. William Parkinson
311 W Lee St # 4
Seattle, WA 98119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marcello Contini
Via San Domenico 45
Torino, ot 10122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elke Albrecht
Ormusmäentie
Helsinki, ot 00700



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bron Wicks
8332 Mt Douglas Rd
Collinsville, ot 4804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kenton Macy
2014 McKinley Ave.
Champaign, IL 61920



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Emma Schwarz
340 E 93 St Apt 25M
New York, NY 10128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Viacrucis
3002 17th St. S Apt. 206
Moorhead, MN 56560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dhona Lovick
2957 Old Fairground Rd
Angier, NC 27501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rachel/Rae Pearson
5527 36th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Canan Tzelil
-
Beverly Hills, CA 90210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lorraine D. Johnson
4858 S Kenny St
Seattle, WA 98118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Jakeman
31 Webster Road
Nambour, MD 0000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maya Kurtz
336 Park Dr.
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark George
37 Loring St
Auburn, MA 01501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kimberly Hurtt
2712 Quail Point Drive
Raleigh, NC 27603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
derek bremner
300 day street
san francisco, CA 94131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Heller
1633 Brimfield Cir
Sykesville, MD 21784



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
charlene loveless
1218 wellman road
ASHVILLE, NY 14710



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marcello Contini
Via San Domenico 45
Torino, ot 10122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Matt Brzezinski
21216 Briar ct
SCS, MI 48080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gail Porter
152 Bayard St
Providence, RI 02906



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joie Winnick
13911 Riverside Drive
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Joy
16 Middle St
Orono, ME 04473



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
cailin carlton
244 Buckley Dr
Harrisburg, PA 17112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
louise buss
10650 Woodside Drive
forestville, CA 95436



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Katya Kennedy
1120 6th St
Golden, CO 80403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. rebecca tippens
68 Van Nuys Rd
68 Van Nuys Rd
Colrain, MA 01340



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Donna Olsen
37890 Alta Dr
Fremont, CA 94536



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jill Wilcox
172 Clark Island Rd
Spruce Head, ME 04859



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cecily Colloby
2 Tregurno Bungalows
Probus
Truro,Cornwall UK, ot Tr24HX



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Don Hon
3135 Arthur St. NE
Minneapolis, MN 55418



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Waine
80 School St
Taunton, MA 02780



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Emily Sagovac
14913 Paddock Drive
Wellington, FL 33414



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mikki Aronoff
1017 Dakota SE
Albuquerque, NM 87108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Henderson
3026 Riverview Rd
Lawrence, KS 66049



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Friedman
631 Vernon St.
Oakland, CA 94610



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Erin Majorowicz
305 E. 24th St.
Baltimore, MD 21218



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
frances mcaroy
5819 Huffine Ridge Dr
Gibsonville, NC 27249



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bruce Endicott
919 Laurelhurst Dr
Eugene, OR 97402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Judith Mackenzie
1235 Yale Place, #607
Minneapolis, MN 55403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Martinez
8416 Prescott Circle
Frisco, TX 75033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lenore Sheridan
1531 University Ave Apt 418
631 Hermitage ST
Berkeley, CA 94703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Smith
824 Thornwood St
Elyria, OH 44035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mandi Wyatt
1020 wabash street
fort collins, FL 32937



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn Kittle
1905 Puerto Rico Avenue
Alamogordo, NM 88310



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. violeta arauzo
juan jose ruiz monge 12
sevilla, ot 41700



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maria Aragon
6919 Standish DR
Landover HIlls, MD 20784



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jed Aicher
293 Benedict Ave
Tarrytown, NY 10591



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Theodore Whitten
2505B Oakleaf Lane
Clearwater, FL 33763



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Karl  Clarke
4175 Ridgecrest Trl
Hiawassee, GA 30546



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Angeli
san sebastian
san sebastian, ot 11111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Angeli
san sebastian
san sebastian, ot 11111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Adele Murphy
10753 Bell Rd
Duluth, GA 30097



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Victor Afanasiev
14041 Avenida Central
La Grange, CA 95329



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Monet Shook
2479 Country Club Rd
Apt 1650 H
Spartanburg, SC 29302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jill Bohr Jacob
PO Box 1721
Ward Cove, AK 99928



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you.
 
 
 
James Pierson
1079 Yorktown Dr
1079 Yorktown Dr
Charleston, SC 29412



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ellen N. Duell
4650 Lamont Rd.
Yellow  Springs, OH 45387



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karl Mortimer-Murphy
29 Liberty Grove
Adelaide, ot 5012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Fiona Nolan
111 McInnis Parkway
San Rafael, CA 94903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Corie Benton
1549 NW North Heights Dr
Albany, OR 97321



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jean Mont-Eton
4333 Ulloa st.
San FRancisco, CA 94116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Gagnon
6 Warwick Road
Franklin, MA 02038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Greg Sells
3300 Parker Ln Apt 258
Austin, TX 78741



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristoffer Alpsjö
Härjedalsgatan 76
Vällingby, ot 16266



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Brenda Lewis
539 Antoine Creek Rd
Chelan, WA 98816



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
 I am a Veteran, Active Voter and TaxPayer. As a Veteran I put my life on the line for
Democracy. This missive is Democracy in action. Please help stop the plutocratic take
over and save American Democracy and the middle class.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James K Hadcrfot
PO Box 996
N/A
North Falmouth, MA 02556



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Diana Cancel
4324 HERON LAKES DR
Sanford, FL 32773



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alison Tyler
123 Texas Trash
Houston, TX 11111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Davidson
7407 Stagecoach Lane
San Antonio, TX 78227



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Lu Kelley
Box 289
Lawai, HI 96765



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diana Boom
PO Box 328
Lake Oswego, OR 97034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elaine Balgemann
2255 E Balsam Cir
Mesa, AZ 85204



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debra Williamson
732 Lask Drive
Yuba City, CA 95991



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janet Robinson
6391 Toulon Dr
6391 Toulon Dr.
Boca Raton, FL 33433



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Mumaw
450 Woodstock Road Apt A
Millbrook, NY 12545



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diana Tiessen
Harbour ST
Brighton, ON K0K 1H0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Natalie Hartman
10036
St. Louis , MO 63124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Sumiyoshi
3373 Livia Ave
North Las Vegas, NV 89031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Becky Toline
1820 151st street ct s
Spanaway, WA 98387



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steve Calender
832 Kalpati Cir Apt D
Carlsbad, CA 92008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Nancy Yarosis
2375 Godwin Lake Rd
Benson, NC 27504



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. anthony ivankovic
17  jerome pl
Wayne, NJ 07470



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joy Chambers
45 Evers St
Worcester, MA 01603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mandy Turner
2530 East North St.,
#16F
Greenville, SC 29615



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Cunningham
160 Pantano Cay Blvd
Unit 3101
Saint Augustine, FL 32080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nathan Vogel
49 Alpine Terrace
San Francisco, CA 94117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cynthia Call
59 Paul Rene Dr
Melbourne, FL 32904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michelle Ognjanovic
20 Bartholomew Dr
New York, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Costello
15 W Payne St
Lancaster, NY 14086



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Laura Troiber
11924 Norway St NW
Minneapolis, MN 55448



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Andrea Speed
1618 154th St E
Tacoma, WA 98445



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
B ROSE
8568 DUTCH RIDGE RD
NEW STRAITSVILLE, OH 43766



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Landskron
5132 Winged foot Lane
Winter haven, FL 33884



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
D Griffin
Martin St
Essex, MA 01929



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Filemyr
233 17 street
brooklyn, NY 11215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dyann Berndt
6417 33rd St.
Berwyn, IL 60402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. marijeanne sarraille
not given
Pittsburg, CA 94565



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joel Finley
630 Kendrick St
Ogdensburg, NY 13669



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marina Clary
2417 Howe Way
Modesto, CA 95355



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Melissa Miller
460 Benedict Ave
Tarrytown, NY 10591



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jim Lansing
1048 Union St.
San Francisco, CA 94133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kelly Brannigan
445 E Cornell Avenue
Fresno, CA 93704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. mary loughlin
4703 old river road
canton, NC 28716



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Angelino
2391 Braun Dr
Golden, CO 80401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Louis Cangemi
12333 1/2 W. Washington Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Marks
250 Jenny Lind Drive
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Hill
13864 22 Mile Rd
Shelby Township, MI 48315



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Yeager
3516 Columbia Dr.
Endwell, NY 13760



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Vietz
4917 Lyle Rd
Columbus, OH 43229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Beverly Mick
4917 Lyle Rd
Columbus, OH 43229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eli Solesby
PO Box 553
Chesnee, SC 29323



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Laurice Dee
2055 E Broadway
Mesa, AZ 85204



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Woodward
5207 S. 39th Street
Lincoln, NE 68516



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Walter Klockenbrink
967 Katrina Drive
Nixa, MO 65714



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kelli Williams
3331 N Marston St
Street 2
Philadelphia, PA 19129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike Lyons
1217a south flower circle
Lakewood, CO 80232



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Lawson
10646 Brookhollow Ct.
San Diego, CA 92126



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rosamond Brenner
310 Linden Ave
Wilmette, IL 60091



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shellie Vermeer
19 Hidden Creek
Laguna Hills, CA 92653



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. susan Santilli
21 Marlboro Rd
Westbury, NY 11590



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheryl Samuel
Berme Rd
High Falls, NY 12440



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
Derek Gendvil
Las Vegas
 
Derek Gendvil
9030 W. Sahara Ave. #360
Las Vegas, NV 89117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lynn Lang
1721 Polaris Ct
Saint Cloud, MN 56303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Lawrence
10 Saxony Dr
Harrison City, PA 15636



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patrice Johnson
3107 59th Street
Lubbock, TX 79413



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Velma Ottmar
1045 SHinnecockSBonn
Summerville, SC 29483



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adelina Jaudal
Greenstreet
Brussel, NM 32089



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Monika Gosteli-Gyger
Scheiteraweg 2
3285 Galmiz, ot 3285
 
41266701308



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jon Crowder
PO Box 396
Eldorado Springs, CO 80025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
KURT CRUGER
2845 MARIQUITA ST
LONG BEACH, CA 90803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ruth Kaczmarek
95 Stone Ln
Springville, TN 38256



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margaret remington
1307 Buena Court
Richland, WA 99354



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
janet tunick
1224 grant st
santa monica, CA 90405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gillian Wilkerson
4105 Shelter Bay
Mill Valley, CA 94941



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tifni Lynch
PO Box 321
Shaw Island, WA 98286



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alex Macchi
1255 N. Gulfstream Ave.; #1402
Attn: Rebecca Schwartz
Sarasota, FL 34236



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Casey Pittman
425 Martel Ln
Coppell, TX 75019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Florence Leto
272 Sanchez St
San Francisco, CA 94610



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Joan Yater
2407 Childs Ln
Alexandria, VA 22308



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Willie McCoy
702 2ndd ave w 103
98119, WA 98119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
SAM Irby
6145 Waiting Spring
Columbia, MD 21045



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Elisa Donnadieu
7321 E Coronado Rd
Scottsdale, AZ 85257



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Audrey Doocy
584 Sand Hill Cir
Menlo Park, CA 94025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barclay Hauber
4332 Fairmount
Kansas City, MO 64111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT YOU ACTUALLY READ THIS MESSAGE - IT IS SO
VERY IMPORTANT TO SO MANY OF US.    THANK YOU!!!
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Verna Brainard
1420 S Twin Lake Rd
Virginia Bch, VA 23454



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management. These corals need to
to be protected, as we don't k ow enough about them, or what they do. 1/2d
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
J William Halfpenny [1/2d]
1450 South Oakland Avenue
Villa Park, IL 60181 3439



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jaime pabon
8280 sw 44 ct
davie, FL 33328



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Nathan Hetrick
7905 Hough Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Hopkins
12 Bennett Lane Unit F
Norwalk, OH 44857



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
irene walker
38a
gillinggate
kendal, ot la9 4je



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jacki Ruby
2633 Etna St
Berkeley, CA 94704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Blochowiak
1894 Farmington Road
East Cleveland, Ohio, OH 44112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ginger Borrini
1653 Kirkham Dr
Arnold, MO 63010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
john harris
PO Box 5410
Bay Point, CA 94565



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathleen  Burke
2130 Chipmunk Drive
Washoe Valley, NV 89704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary (Sister) Harvey
325 Rose Hill Rd
Water Mill, NY 11976



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shannon Fuller
9599 blue spruce dr
lakeland, TN 38002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Krista Owens
663 Christian Rd
Middlebury, CT 06762



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angie Bahris
1904 6th Street
Santa Monica, CA 90405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Holly Babcock
5827 Buchanan Street
Hollywood, FL 33021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Heather Halvorson
5301 Admiral Dr
Monona, WI 53716



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Francine Traniello
3808 Pheasant Lane
Middleboro, MA 02346



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen Nemecek
900 Vine St. #3
Chattanooga, TN 37403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen Nemecek
900 Vine St. #3
Chattanooga, TN 37403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lew Douglas
5823 Patton St.
Oakland, CA 94618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gary McCuen
1825 Fairmount Av. S.
Salem, OR 97302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
liz murphy
47 crescent place
monroe, ct, CT 06468



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Gregory Pais
2304 Steam Valley Rd
Trout Run, PA 17771



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Agueda Williams
5 Greentree Cir
Milpitas, CA 95035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Theresa Terhark
2227 German St.
Maplewood, MN 55109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephanie Gaspar
1011 Delaware Ave
Kissimmee, FL 34744



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jonathan Peter
6 Brevity Court
6 Brevity Court
Binghamton, NY 13905



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sara Lazarus
87 Chestnut St
87 Chestnut Street
Millburn, NJ 07041



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrea Zinn
629 East 24th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tirso Moreno
1264 Apopka Blvd
Apopka, FL 32703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. fred Karlson
5779 Vista Dr
Ferndale, WA 98248



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Carroll
2828 N Cambridge Ave Apt 408
Chicago, IL 60657



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William H. Bassett
7924 Woodman Ave Unit 66
Panorama City, CA 91402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Melodie Rammer
PO Box 4848
Carmel By The Sea, CA 93921



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frances Harriman
105 West Wrentham Rd
Cumberland, RI 02864



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Rebecca Jordan-Alfano
20 Denkers Dr
Ballston Lake, NY 12019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandrine Coulon
24 rue de la Distillerie
Arc-sur-Tille, MD 21560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
edith montgomery
156 Blue Heron Ln
Ashland, OR 97520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amy Zink
400 Wayne Ave
Oakland, CA 94606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Barbara Tischler
418 Brighton Dr.
Wheaton, IL 60189



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Susan Imker
309 Elizabeth St SW
Isanti, MN 55040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Crystal Elston
4745 Avedon Road
Moorpark, CA 93021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jeanne Puerta
7505 W. Yale
Denver, CO 80227



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Taylor
70 Carrum Woods Dve
Carrum Downs, CA 32011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark Tischler
418 Brighton Dr.
Wheaton, IL 60189



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erica Sohl
Thomas St
Ashland
Ashland, MA 01721



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16. It's your
responsibility.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Vaughn Anderson
6205 Shoreline Dr Apt 1101
Apt 1101
Saint Petersburg, FL 33708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Monica Swift-Hjerrild
1498 Laura Ct.
Templeton, CA 93465



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dennis Ledden
4545 Grinding Rock Rd
Fiddletown, CA 95629



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. J. Moreira
PO Box 343
Barrington, RI 02806



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Blanche Hartman
300 Page St
San Francisco, CA 94102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Barbera
165 Theodor Lane
Sonoma, CA 95476



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tobi Tyler
P.O. Box 6825
Stateline, NV 89449



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roger Harrison
Suginami-ku
Tokyo, PA 16864



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cindy Jensen
508 Park Ct.
Fox River Grove, IL 60021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amanda Yoder
337 Velva Dr
Chesapeake, VA 23325



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Martha Izzo
6490 Kinney Creek Rd
Evergreen, CO 80439



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tina Herzog
2211 Skyline Dr
Slatington, PA 18080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mr Thomas Carlino
549 Quail Bush Ct
San Jose, CA 95117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christine Gladish
E. Highland Ave.
Sierra Madre, CA, CA 91024 1977



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chuck Wieland
206A Compton Circle
San Ramon, CA 94583



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mike MacDougall
10105 N Parkside Dr
Nine Mile Falls, WA 99026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. chad lent
948 Divisadero St
San Francisco, CA 94901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bonnie LeBlanc
1200 Clay Street
KENNER, LA 70062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dennis Holz
1175 Saxony Road
Leucadia, CA 92024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joshua Seff
9508 George Washington Dr.
McKinney, TX 75070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sarah Loscalzo
231 Gibbs Rd
Fort Ann, NY 12827



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marilyn Lilly
2209 N Main St Apt 117
Cleburne, TX 76033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. joe magnano
3 c court
stroudsburg, PA 18360



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carole Mathews
220 Highlands Ridge Pl SE
Smyrna, GA 30082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Rodney Conklin
642 Chapman st
Chesaning, MI 48616



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ronald Partridge
6490 Twin Circle Lane
Suite 3
Simi Valley, CA 93063



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Louis McCarten
PO Box 684
Glendale, CA 91209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Alan Vander Hulst
16320 Taylor St
16320 Taylor St
West Olive, MI 49460



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Phyllis Erwin
1012 Broad Brook Road
1012 Broad Brook Road
Guilford, VT 05301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Phillip Randall
22549 Berdon Street
Woodland Hills, CA 91367



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joan Reyes
29727 Curtis Rd
Livonia, MI 48152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lindsay Murphy
4 Cielo Ln Apt 2E
Novato, CA 94949



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Santopietro
Soule
Eureka, CA 95503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Foy
2150 Ashby Ave
Berkeley, CA 94705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marion Lakatos
120Truesdale
Croton, NY 10520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrea Lewis
177 Sparrow Drive
Hamilton, NJ 08690



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Leslie Sharlock
128 West Liberty Rd
Slippery Rock, PA 16057



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ron berry
967 sarabay road
osprey, FL 34229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gwen Kerber
445 Durham Rd.
Newtown, PA 18940, PA 18940



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ken Hedges
8153 Cinderella Pl.
Lemon Grove, CA 91945



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Theodore Brazeau
550 HillView Cir.
Dripping Springs, TX 78620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gwen Kerber
445 Durham Rd.
Newtown, PA 18940, PA 18940



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Patti Gallo
4690 S Barrington Pl
Tucson, AZ 48085
 
5208297022



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Howell
55 John Steet
Barrie, ON L4N 2K2



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Herbert Stein
144 Barnes Road
Washingtonville, NY 10992



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Verlene Lewis
192 N 2000 E
St George, UT 84790



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Baine
32116 42nd Place SW
Federal Way, WA 98023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Hines
10302 23rd Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bébhinn NicLiam
cook st
Dublin, ot 8



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph Haemmerle
1 Bergen Hill Rd
Rockaway, NJ 07866



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Herbert Stein
144 Barnes Road
Washingtonville, NY 10992



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. jacqueline nardi
58 Orchard Ln
Southington, CT 06489



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Marilee Urban
70490 Simonson Ln
Elgin, OR 97827



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brent Bray
802 Parkview Dr.
Pflugerville, TX 78660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rick Auman
29 N 28th St #29H
Las Vegas, NV 89101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tara Prigge
C/Sant Ramon del Call, 11
Barcelona, NJ 08002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I join many in sending this message because I am aware that ocean life is severely
imperiled by human practices and that we must protect it now. Otherwise, we risk
disrupting much more than just the ocean. We risk not giving future generations a livable
planet to inherit.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Phoebe Oaks
541 Chariot Ln.
Indianapolis, IN 46227



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am greatly encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking
proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah Peters
6070 California Circle
Rockville, MD 21770



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jane Butler
314 Wild Rose Dr
Hedgesville, WV 25427



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandy Rasich
2300 W Alameda St
Santa Fe, NM 87507



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Suzanne Duda
400 Boulevard
Glen Rock, NJ 07452



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Monica Got
13-15 Apolodor St/60
Bucharest, ot 050741



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ellen Mendelsohn
183 Bergen Avenue
New Milford, NJ 07646



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Monica Got
13-15 Apolodor St/60
Bucharest, ot 050741



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tyler Price
1220 Olive Dr Apt 153
Davis, CA 95616



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Denise Bonk
2608 E Venango St
Philadelphia, PA 19134



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elinor Hawke-Szady
41 Speers Road
Apt. #1106
Oakville, ON L6K 3R6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Melissa Britton
12736 NE 116th St
116t st
Kirkland, WA 98034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
dennis barger
283 Palanehe
Kihei, HI 96753



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Albert Chiu
8222 Skyline Blvd.
Oakland, CA 94611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennie Blodgett
125 Walnut St # 2
Somerville, MA 02145



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
henry sanchez
po box 305
ojai, CA 93024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
henry sanchez
po box 305
ojai, CA 93024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Natasha Tuckett
1092 Windmeadows Dr
College Sta, TX 77845



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
henry sanchez
po box 305
ojai, CA 93024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Patricia Sobel
15506 Bond Mill Rd
Laurel, MD 20707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nicole Eppstein
5103 Ford Ave
Toledo, OH 43612



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chuck Fisher
919 W L St Apt 10
Benicia, CA 94510



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chuck Fisher
919 W L St Apt 10
Benicia, CA 94510



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. linda smyth
54 Somers Rd
Enfield, CT 06082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marilyn Coronado
15610 NE 6th Ave Apt 4C
Miami, FL 33162
 
305-944-8917



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Ben Martin
49 Showers Dr Apt A340
Mountain View, CA 94040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jackie Pierce
1991 Westport Ct NW
1991 Westport Ct. Nw
Salem, OR 97304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Phillips
300 Sterling Ave
Egg Harbor twp, NJ 08234



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Angela Ridolfo
Charcas 3421 Piso 12
Buenos Aires, ot 1425



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Angela Ridolfo
Charcas 3421 Piso 12
Buenos Aires, ot 1425



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Drena LaPointe
7839 E Keim Drive
Scottsdale, AZ 85250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lauren Schiffman
P.O. Box 1331
El Cerrito, CA 94530



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Devin Henry
PO Box 413
Nichols, NY 13812



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marion Collier
1178 N. Glenhurst
Birmingham, MI 48009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Palmer
746 Washington Rd
Lexington, GA 30648



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Scott Teel
710 N. Cayuga St.
Apt. 3
Ithaca, NY 14850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Barbara Stamp
6901 W 84th St
Minneapolis, MN 55438



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandra Freeman
3
PUDSEY Rd
Todmorden, ot OL14 8NJ



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Bettina Bickel
9218 N 51st Dr
Glendale, AZ 85302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Burwell
2665 Mountain View Dr. S.
Salem, OR 97302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Benjamin Warfield
5305 Carefree Drive
League City, TX 77573



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nicole Lopez-Hagan
976 Alta Vista Dr
Pacifica, CA 94044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nicole Lopez-Hagan
976 Alta Vista Dr
Pacifica, CA 94044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margaret Hartzler
3908 Chinaberry Rd
Bradenton, FL 34208



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carmen Druke
746 E 19th St
Houston, TX 77008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. L. Parrish
27420 Schulte Rd
Carmel, CA 93923



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patty Bachner
9206 Sterling Montague Dr
Great Falls, VA 22066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
K Lucas
10110 Margo Ln
Apt/Suite
Westminster, CA 92683



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
eileen levin
5379 Beachside
Minnetonka, MN 55343



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. patricia andring
4384 Old Mill Rd
Pinckney, MI 48169



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carol Patton
321 Rugby Ave
321 Rugby Ave
Kensington, CA 94708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Judy Bradford
5122 Oconto Ave
5122 Oconto Avenue
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. steve lyons
4205 Crestview Dr
Rockford, IL 61107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Amanda Larkin
1823 Winchester Trl
Atlanta, GA 30341



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Holly Hall
31621 Corte Rosario
Temecula, CA 92592



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bruce Burns
11441 N IH-35 #19105
Austin, TX 78753



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
les skelly
8 elgin ave
Evanston, ot 05116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Claudia Craig
4731 NE Shaver
Portland, OR 97213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
CHRISTINE MOHR
13775 Riverwood
Sterling  HTS, MI 48312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Schrier
1 Charles St
Waverly, NY 14892



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kazue Tanaka
3-2-39 Konaka-dai Inage-ku
Chiba, ot 2630043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Tobin
215 Moonhaw Rd
215 Moonhaw Rd West Shokan
West Shokan, NY 12494



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Marie Donze
2824 sw 13th court
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Sagen-Hughes
9508 NE 180th St.
Bothell, WA 98011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Barbara Achey
25 12th St
Union Dale, PA 18470



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Theresa Pretlow
3061 Chadbourne Rd
3061 Chadbourne Rd
Cleveland, OH 44120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Clairemarie Levine
5413 Valley View Road
El Sobrante, CA 94803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dan Fischbach
1105 Mount Pleasant Way
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
 
6094587920



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sandy satterlee
526 richards dr.
slidell, LA 70461



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Lipson
10 Holland Lane
New Paltz, NY 12561



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joel Payne
308 N Columbian St Apt 10
Bay City, MI 48706



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Dalles
50 Olcott Way
Ridgefield, CT 06877



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Eugene Linderkamp
7570 E Speedway Blvd Unit 266
Unit 266
Tucson, AZ 85710
 
520-298-6782



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aggie Monfette
Hillside
Royal Oak, MI 48073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marsha McCroden
5051 W. 220th Street
Fairview Park, OH 44126



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of the defined
canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should include mid-water
trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding the 200-
meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation benefit while allowing
current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There should be no new
exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas
to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of Amendment 16.
 
Safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by establishing a
strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in New England
and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive, beautiful, and
previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Pass and
implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Jerry Yeager
828 Franklin Street
Louisville, KY 40206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Saundra Crowell
44 Nowick Ln
Smithtown, NY 11787



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. maggie shermock
18180 kelly lake road
carver, MN 55315



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Spino
6104 90th ave cir e
parrish, FL 34219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jessica Macomber
74 King St # 2
Scarborough, ME 04074



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Stone
155 S 4th St
Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Helen Greer
1170 W. Wabash St. Lot #32
Tucson, AZ 85705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Theodore Voth III
1908 E. Main St. Apt. 1
Madison, WI 53704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Staci Evans
3720 rock island dr
Sacramento, CA 95827



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. rebecca koo
1050 Johnson Ave
San Jose, CA 95129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrea Greco
33 Aberdeen Road
Apt. 344B
Matawan, NJ 07747



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
linda williams
35 holly glen lane
cape may court house, NJ 08210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tibor Gacs
Franko
Chornotysiv, ot 90363



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donye sacco
via grosseto 32
Rome, ot 00176



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brother Bernardine
Hendra
Brisbane, ot 4011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
MR. FRANKLIN KAPUSTKA
1539 SW 203RD AVENUE
N/A
ALOHA, OR 97006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Nick Rodin
4141 Fairway Dr
Soquel, CA 95073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angela Hughes
2101 Rays Branch Road
Charleston, WV 25314



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shelly Blank
13084 Pine Cliff Circle
Rapid City, SD 57702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Troy Spatz
17810 W. 310 St.
Bethany, MO 64424



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Doug Williams
3322 East 23rd Steet
Tucson, AZ 85713



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. keri bennett
66 n cottage st
valley stream, NY 11580



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alicia Zody
114 Maple Apt 1A
Marshall, IL 62441



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Christiaan Petersen
PO Box 66926
PO BOX 66926, ST PETE BEACH, FL 33706
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33736



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Renata Aranibar
Americo
BH, ot 30640



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. vince and sandi vanacore
77 Blazer Pl
Monterey, TN 38574



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michele Friedman
363 E 76th St
New York, NY 10021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marion Edey
10019 Menlo Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Abigail Howes
105 Bayview Ave
Berkley, MA 02779



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kate Crowley
82119 Bennett Rd
Willow River, MN 55795



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ray trozzo
3853 Kittyhawk Dr
Fort Myers, FL 33905



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
s lowe
5201 ne 18th ter
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 32958



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Dianne Croft
1123 W North Shore Ave Apt 203
Chicago, IL 60626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa  Santiago
Welborn St
High Point , NC 27262



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anthony Sciolino
Dove Ct
Bozeman, MT 59718



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Fraunfelder
149 Carolyn Rd.
Evergreen, CO 80439



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ariana Saraha
n/a
Boulder, CO 80304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sue Wilson
3
The Dalles, OR 97058



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Claudia Heilke
240 Roskin Rd
Chesterton, IN 46304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron & Lynn Laupheimer
45 Ashbury Terrace
San Francisco, CA 94117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Wojtasczyk
7504 Forest Wood Rd
7504 Forest Wood Rd
Austin, TX 78745



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Hasselbrink
5701 S Interstate 25
Pueblo, CO 81004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Lockett
1435 22nd ave
Seattle, WA 98122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jim Eby
835 Monty Circle
Santa Clara, CA 95050



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Murphy
214 SW 17th St.  #1
Bend, OR 97702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
EDNA ANDERSON
1125 emerson st
beloit, WI 53511



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gemma Geluz
2929 Juniper St
Fairfield, CA 94533



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron Williams
7 Webb Creek Ct
Travelers Rest, SC 29690



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Earl Shimaoka
273 Beemer Ave.
Sunnyvale, CA 94086



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy and Doug Turk
33 Arlington Drive
Pittsford, NY 14534



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sonia Zainko
Rua Jenny Gomes 32
Itaipava
Petropolis, ot 25750020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristina Gravette
425 Mt Park Blvd SW
Issaquah, WA 98027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. thanice petrak
408 Dover Rd
408 dover road
South Newfane, VT 05351



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Helene Brazier
8258 Via Urner Way
Bonsall, CA 92003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cynthia Hernandez
106 Poulos Ct
Ukiah, CA 95482



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
My husband and I are encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is
taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral
ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas
that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and
Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based
fisheries management.
 
Specifically, we urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and
each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, we support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
We urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
PLEASE TAKE THE RIGHT, FAIR< JUST, HUMANE AND HEALTHY ACTION AND
PROTECT DEEP-SEA CORALS FROM DESTRUCTION.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Ann and Frank Graffagnino
10207 E Calle Pueblo Estrella
Tucson, AZ 85747



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
My husband and I are encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is
taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral
ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas
that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and
Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based
fisheries management.
 
Specifically, we urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and
each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, we support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
We urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
PLEASE TAKE THE RIGHT, FAIR< JUST, HUMANE AND HEALTHY ACTION AND
PROTECT DEEP-SEA CORALS FROM DESTRUCTION.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Ann and Frank Graffagnino
10207 E Calle Pueblo Estrella
Tucson, AZ 85747



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
L. Glasner
27 W 96 St
NY, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. mary Neuendorf
1933 Rockland Dr NW
Salem, OR 97304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Hill
106 N West St
Westerville, OH 43081



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bob Hammond
1649 West Carson Ave
Sisters, OR 97302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jena Hallmark
32416 Hupp Dr
Temecula, CA 92592



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michele Ledesky
3928 South Street
Seaford, NY 11783



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Crystal Mitchell
309 Misty Woods
Bertram, TX 78605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kay Randall
520 32nd Ave. S. #109
Moorhead, MN 56560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kim Godwin
PO Box 23426
Jacksonville, FL 32241



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
donna logan
452 clokey ave
452clokey ave
Pgh, PA 15228



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Boswell
1927 Woodland Estates Dr.
St. Clair, MI 48079



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Beth Waltrip
PO Box 118505
Gainesville, FL 32611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Leah Hunt
660 N 300 W
660 N 300 W
Mapleton, UT 84664



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cheryl Snyder
93 Kimball Beach Road
93 Kimball Beach Rd.
Hingham, MA 02043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. * Zentura
PO Box 4111
Casper, WY 82604



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kimberly Foster
55 La Luz Canyon Rd
La Luz, NM 88337



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathryn Burns
5781 Los Pacos St
Buena Park, CA 90620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Helena Doerr
18307 Dundonnell Way
Olney, MD 20832



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mariu Suarez
4429 Stepping Stone Dr
Fort Worth, TX 76123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. trina rowles
2912 West 31st Avenue
Vancouver, BC v6l 2a4



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
WILLIAM MOORE
314 n 4th st
philipsburg, PA 16866



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angela Barnes
1 Dorothea Street Canterbury
Charlotte Amalie, VI 00801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Mayer
10 Harbor Heights Drive
Centerport, NY 11721



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Donald Whiting
8526 Farm Gate Path
8526 Farm Gate Path
Cicero, NY 13039



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
michelle denise
9 Mayflower Gardens
Bentley, ot 0000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Townsend
85 Metropolitan Avenue
Ashland, MA 01721



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tyson Weems
14 Lawn Ave
Portland, ME 04103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eileen Shupak
100 West Highland Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sandra Cutter
2399 Skyline Way Apt 102
Anacortes, WA 98221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nicole Smith
1 Orange Ct
San Rafael, CA 94901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. charlyn kinter
2876 Stop 8 Rd Apt 9
Dayton, OH 45414



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christina Santarlasci
10309 Nicklaus Drive
Trinity, FL 34655



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ruth Stewart
11318 Woodridge Path
San Antonio, TX 78249



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dan Perdios
775 N Plaza Amigo
Palm Springs, CA 92262



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Randgaard
8655 NW Parkey Drive
Terrebonne, OR 97760



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Mann
1604 W. Bannock
Boise, ID 83702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Yvette Tapp
1255 Ave Morelia #204
Santa Fe, NM 87506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Geoff Regalado
P.O. Box 4183
Burbank, CA 91503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elaine Benjamin
2627 Eltinge Dr.
Alpine, CA 91901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
L B Nelson
PO Box 1954
Morgan Hill, CA 95038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Peggy S. Furminger
107 John St
Akron, NY 14001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Peggy S. Furminger
107 John St
Akron, NY 14001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alyssa Thomas
1653 NW City View Dr
Bend, OR 97701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Star Star
21 Linden St Apt A
Somersworth, NH 03878



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joan Walker
PO Box 764
Bishop, CA 93515



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Joel Kay
10707 SE Stanley Ave
none
Portland, OR 97222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristin Kierig
5119 Cliffhaven Drive
Annandale, VA 22003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathleen Malley
8021 Fawcett Ave
Tacoma, WA 98408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Cline
13375 Atlantic Rd.
Strongsville, OH 44149



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelley Scanlon
281 Norwood Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linette Schreiber
75 Ardmore AVe.
Ardmore, PA 19003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Liberty Valance
3 Potter Place
Weehawken, NJ 07086



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Wylyn Hodnett
14372 Riverside Drive
Ashland, VA 23005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joel Libman
5455 N, Sheridan Rd. #2911
2911
CHICAGO, IL 60640



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cheryl Gordon-Pike
17 S Sycamore Ave
West Fork, AR 72774



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Yuka Honda
255 W Elm St
New Haven, CT 06515



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Louise Franklin
PO Box 708
Lebanon, OR 97355



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Theo
1209 third ave
asbury park, NJ 07712



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
doug krause
31 battleford bay
fargo, ND 58108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Fisk
188 Bushendorf Rd
Ravena, NY 12143



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Oswaldo Ortiz
425 Daniels Pointe Dr
Winter Garden, FL 34787



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carolyn Watkinson
1760 Liberty St
Atwater, CA 95301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Lester
317 Phillips St
Johnstown, PA 15904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jonci Aguillard
1831 Sugarloaf Reserve Dr
Duluth, GA 30097



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. K. Chung
2318 Kipona Pl
2318 Kipona Place
Honolulu, HI 96816



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
K Jackson
Po Box 39128
San Antonio, TX 78218



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Eric & Armin Karanjawala
710 Cypress Point Dr
Toms River, NJ 08753



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sally Merrill
23 Fort Pond Rd
Acton, MA 01720



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Colleen Hamilton
5744 E Creekside
Orange, CA 92869



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
j m
717 emerald bay
laguna, CA 92651



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Barbara Purvis
4042 Van Buren Blvd
Riverside, CA 92503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carmen Chacon
Rt. 1, Box 85F
Pocatello, ID 83202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Treece
1212 8th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Rennolds
PO Box 2279
Homer, AK 99603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Spratt
1931 Wooldridge Ferry Rd
Elizabethtown, KY 42701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
hollis polk
Whitman Way
San Bruno, CA 94942



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Joan Leonard
526 Glencoe St NE
526 Glencoe ST NE
Minneapolis, MN 55432



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. eric Nylen
5608 Sonoma Rd
Bethesda, MD 20817
 
3018978714



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alan Peterson MD
317 S Chestnut St
Quarryville, PA 17566



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Mindar
1645 Ala Wao Blvd
Honolulu, HI 96815



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Hulse
16206 creekwood circle
prior lake, MN 55372



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Danny Mullane
1715 Somerset Pl Apt 8
Louisville, KY 40220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
laur mallett
223 Yesler
seattle, WA 98104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
laur mallett
223 Yesler
seattle, WA 98104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeanie Rodgers
605 Quartz Drive
Durham, NC 27703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
david wenzel
1025 42nd avenue north
St. Petersburg, FL 33703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
April Atwood
3037 NW 73rd St
Seattle, WA 98117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Shirley Smith
PO Box 253
Sound Beach, NY 11789



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Hunrichs
8360 Carlton Oaks Drive
Santee, CA 92071



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.  I hope you will do all possible to protect deep-sea coral.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Margaret and Patricia Sellers and Devine
61 Red Bridge Rd
North Grosvenordale, CT 06255



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laney Goodman
89 Vaughn Hill Road
Bolton, MA 01740



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marsha Love
2000 s ocean blvd
Delray Beach, Fl, FL 33483



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. rosemary.caolo@verizon.net Caolo
1512 E. Gibson St
Scranton, PA 18510



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Teri Keippela
549 Franklin Ave
Astoria, OR 97103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn Marshall
7850 80th Pl. S.E.
Mercer Island, WA 98040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah Long
Mugnano
Cork, ot eire



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
wilma rodes
HC 85 Box 36
Jumping Branch, WV 25969, WV 25969



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
wilma rodes
HC 85 Box 36
Jumping Branch, WV 25969, WV 25969



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lauri Coffman
304 Upper Ridge St
Reinbeck, IA 50669



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Colleen Hamilton
5744 E Creekside
Orange, CA 92869



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessica Belknap
25 Valeside Dr
Covington, KY 41017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karlene Gunter
472 French Rd
Rochester, NY 14618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
angelika davis
835 6th ave
salt lake city, UT 84103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marie Curtis
7 Robin Dr
Oakhurst, NJ 07755



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Amanda weir
64 Morningside Dr
Grand Island, NY 14072



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Dennison
843 Shenk Hollow Rd.
Luray, VA 22835



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Mortenson
1860 Pacific Beach Dr., #4, San Diego, Ca 92109
San Diego, CA 92109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
We are encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, we urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and
each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, we support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
We urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rose & John Martin
16845 Head Ave
HAZEL CREST, IL 60429



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheila Pearson
1852 Guss Avenue
Akron, OH 44312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron  Tergesen
9 Simmons Dr
East Islip, NY 11730



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Juanita Whyte
PO Box 1567
Kenosha, WI 53141



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Laura Silverman
30 Rose Rd
West Nyack, NY 10994



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Nancy  Barr
1010 S 219th St.
Des Moines, WA 98198



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cindy Guarnieri
27 Pamlynn Road
Stamford, CT 06905



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandy Kucinski
3501 Anderson
Toledo, OH 43606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeff Levy
3912 Fruitvale Ave
Oakland, CA 94602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah A
3711 Managua Drive
Westerville, OH 43081



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Jones
14626 Hazy Ridge
Cypress, TX 77429



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maureen & Bruce DeNunzio
5 Michael Street
Norwalk, CT 06854



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nyack Clancy
30 E 30th St
Manhattan, NY 10016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Prestridge
172 Kimbrough #212
Memphis, TN 38104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lenore Reeves
19934 Hickory Stick Ln.
Mokena, IL 60448



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jenny Bachman
304 Oak St NE
Decatur, AL 35601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Margaret Devaney
6309 St Andrews Circle S
Fort Myers, FL 33919



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Irene Przybysz
16 Signal Hill Road
Wilton, CT 06897



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
fabian herrera
2722 Bayview Dr
Alameda, CA 94501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dorothy Marciano
5 Glover Street
Norwalk, CT 06851



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erica Johanson
50 Stony Brook Road
Hopewell, NJ 08525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Wong
Pacifica Dr.
Cupertino, CA 95014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eileen Bergan
389 Mariposa dr
ventura, CA 93001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Renee Tiesler
119 West 69 Street
Apt. 5B
New York, NY 10023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cindy Guarnieri
27 Pamlynn Road
Stamford, CT 06905



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Erma Lewis
1736 63rd St
Brooklyn, NY 11204



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Diane Rose
4749 4th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Davids Graube
1805 Oakland Dr.
Kalamazoo, MI 49008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Sneed
1221 NW 11 Ave
Portland, OR 97209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Pat Johnson
864 Lakefield Dr
Galloway, OH 43119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sabrina Eckles
507 N. Elkhart
Lubbock, TX 79416



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Dymesich
16760 Hillside Dr.
Sonora, CA 95370



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Catherine Bowerman
S.16 B.28 R.R.1
Keewatin, ON P0X 1C0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Haas
1957 County Rd 3
Olivebridge, NY 12461



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
christine marquette
33 liberty st. #113
monticello, NY 12701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. ilse funk
238 Mill Rd
238 Mill Rd
Cherry Valley, NY 13320



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jason Hollington
3444 nw 30th pl
3444 NW 30th Place
Gainesville , FL 32605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Hough
245 Carrington Way
Canton, GA 30115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Reilly
5617 Fairway Park DR
Boynton Beach, FL 33437



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. William M Edwards
2706 Pinewood Ter
2706 Pinewood Terrace
Austin, TX 78757



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ronnie Rosue
925 Cedar
Kingman, KS 67068



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michelle Unger
132 NE 75th Ave 
Hillsboro, OR 97124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Irma Bobroff
14326 creme road
Homer glen, IL 60491



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Patricia Moran
1224 Shoshanna Dr
Orlando, FL 32825



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. James Schindlbeck
325 S Linden St
Adams, WI 53910



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gary Grice
1906 N Drake Ave # 1B
Chicago, IL 60647



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Leia Cairns
1133 Mermaid Ave
Beachwood, NJ 08722



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Braund
352 Bertram Road
Summerville, SC 29485



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Gloria Howard
12425 N Derringer Rd
Marana, AZ 85653
 
520 682-2197



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cindy Guarnieri
27 Pamlynn Road
Stamford, CT 06905



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear. Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will
provide the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the
areas that they most rely upon. There should be no new exemptions beyond those in the
document, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types
would undermine the objectives of Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure
the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world.
 
 
 
Ms. Betty Sabo
3137 Palmdesert Way
Las Vegas, NV 89120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
J Lasahn
808 Balra Drive
El Cerrito, CA 94530



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Donald Merrick
13376 SW Chelsea Loop
Portland, OR 97223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
virginia mendez
2365 Ne 173 Street
Miami, FL 33160



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sam Bleecker
74 Knoll Court
Millington, NJ 07946



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
M Leszczynski
1535 Lincolnshire Dr
Lapeer, MI 48446



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen & Rita Dieringer
3296 Upper Valley Rd
Parkesburg, PA 19365



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sharon Laabs
8193 Via Mallorca
La Jolla, CA 92037



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Pasichnyk
1007 W Main St Lot 11
Mesa, AZ 85201
 
4809660986



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Letsom
2035 S Escondido 209
Escondido, CA 92025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gail Skinner-Brassard
667 Marsh Hill Rd
Dracut, MA 01826



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
steven freiman
888 shelburne falls rd
conway, MA 01341



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sheryll Topping
10951 Wetland Way
Jensen Beach, FL 34957



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen Demos
25 Crescent Ave
Peaks Island, ME 04108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Claudia Bloom
1623 N Avoca
1623 N. Avoca
Mesa, AZ 85207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Pound
12101 E 58th Ter
Kansas City, MO 64133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anja Kollbach
2180 Camino de los Robles
Menlo Park, CA 94025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul West
1437 Regency Ct
Fort Collins, CO 80526



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kate Ague
491 Sherwood Way
Menlo Park, CA 94025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. J. Barry Gurdin
247 Ortega St
San Francisco, CA 94122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Dishman
914 Briarwood Crest
Nashville, TN 37221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynn Corwin
629 Cascade Drive
Fairfax, CA 94930



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Sventy
68 Union Ave
Edison, NJ 08820



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vanessa Thibodeaux
128 Duplantis St.
Thibodaux, LA 70809



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Philip Heinlein
923 S. Main St.
Summerville, SC 29483



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely, Paul Sanchez
 
Paul Sanchez
89 Dean Road Apt. A
Sacramento, CA 95815



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Suzanne Pena
2407 Ivy Pl
2407 Ivy Place
Fullerton, CA 92835



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Martha Spencer
988 Henry Mountain Road
Brevard, NC 28712



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessica Treon
PO Box 1515
Waldport, OR 97394



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Liana Olson
38601 Oak Road
Carmel Valley, CA 93924



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Krausz
57 Mercury Ave.
Tiburon, CA 94920



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Melissa Cathcart
3018 38th Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55406



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. hilary malyon
semninole ave
oakland, NJ 07436



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph Schultz
298 Montgomery Dr
Erie, CO 80027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Pitiger
11610 SW 220th St
Vashon, WA 98070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Andy Winger
2810 Ashbury Dr
Richardson, TX 75082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Epstein
3449 Garfield Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Weiden
40224 Arroyo Dr
Irvine, CA 92617



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maureen Canny
7848 58
olympia, WA 98516



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judith Phillips
111 Trafalgar St
Annandale NSW, ot 2038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Young
9636 Plimpton Rd # 11
La Mesa, CA 91941



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Regina Phillips
20134 leadwell st # 126
WINNETKA, CA 91306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
shunko jamvold
340 acadia lane
san rafael, CA 94903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Drew Martin
500 Lake Ave. #102
Lake Worth, FL 33460



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Peggy White
431 Booth Ave
Owensboro, KY 42301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
elizabeth shirley
p.o. box 605
xalapa, CA 01001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Allan Wilson
5246 NE 43rd Ave
Portland, OR 97218



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Osborne
9119 Hill Rd
Knoxville, TN 37938



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Zena and Walter Lamp
4505 Slide Mountain Dr
Reno, NV 89511



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marsha Adams
2201 SE Map Val Hwy Apt 82
Street 2
Renton, WA 98057



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cyndi Fritzler
12642 W Louisiana Ave
Lakewood, CO 80228



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christine Kegelman
5 Delaware Ave
Tallyville, DE 19803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Wineman
26 McTernan St.
Cambridge, MA 02139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Chris Horton
2579 8th St
East Meadow, NY 11554



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Scott Miller
210 E Broadway
New York, NY 10002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tina Clark
202 Saluda Road
Moore, SC 29369



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sherri West
4913 S Compton Ave
Saint Louis, MO 63111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marrisha Abbot
1112 Pilger Rd
Boulder Creek, CA 95006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Martin Wolf
2220 Capra Way
2220 Capra Way
Colorado Spgs, CO 80919



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Tait
1377 Palm Terrace
Pasadena, CA 91104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathryn Alexandra
4311 ginnett rd
anacortes, WA 98221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Eric Hensgen
4632 W Lamb Ave
4632 lamb ave., tampa, fl
Tampa, FL 33629



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tatiana Torres
3714 Glendon Ave.
L.A., CA 90034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Galen Trembath
4751 40th St Apt 2h
Long Island City
Long Island City, NY 11104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mandy Thommarson
3221 N HAMPTON ST
Fort Worth, TX 76106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
***
The following message has been prewritten but we agree with it's contents. Corals at all
depths need protection from mechanical destruction as well as chemical from
toxins/pollutants as well as acidity from CO2 absorption from the atmosphere from human
activities.
 
Thanks - Paul Howard and Stacy Drake
***
 
We are encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, We urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and
each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, We support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
We urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,  Paul Howard and Stacy Drake,
 Corvallis, Oregon.
 
Paul Howard



2777 SW Wake Robin Place
Corvallis, OR 97333



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joel Trupin
143 School St.
.
Marshfield, VT 05658



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nye Ffarrabas
PO Box 1135
Brattleboro, VT 05302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Cargill
Bailhache Ave
Healdsburg, CA 95448



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Priscilla Rocco
3309 California St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Yien Yien Pua
Bokara Rd
Sandakan , ot 90000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Beverly Smalley
1943 Summit Ave
Oakford, PA 19053



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Davis
Charlotte Dr
Shelbyvlle, TN 37013



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Carr
606 S. Dickinson St.
Madison, WI 53703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. becky hassett
81 Gray Rd
Colebrook, NH 03576



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mariano marquez III
955 bay shore blvd
san francisco, CA 94124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jon Povill
21342 Entrada Road
Box 175
Topanga, CA 90290



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Craig  Morgan
103 Doyle
Providence , RI 02906



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Miller
17311 Willowbrook Drive
South Bend, IN 46635



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joan Yates
120 Starbird Rd
Portland, ME 04102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Marc and Jill Klosner
344 S Ridgewood Rd
South Orange, NJ 07079



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
james pszanka
1436 w rosemont ave
chicago, IL 60660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bron Wicks
8332 Mt Douglas Rd
Collinsville, ot 4804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
marcia bailey
1270 cabbage patch rd
Burnsville, NC 28714



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sally Muri
88 Badger Farm Rd
Wilton, NH 03086



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Katt Sims
IronBridge RD
Stuart, VA 24171



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lana Touchstone
252 Grapewood St
Vallejo, CA 94591



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leslie Ranum
14785 Shetland Lane
Rapif City, SD 57703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol McGeehan
568 West 31st
Holland, MI 49423



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark Boone
2132 Harvard St
Sarasota, FL 34237



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jean Hartje
2119 Yvonne St.
Waukesha, WI 53188



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Randall Nord
164 Whites Landing Road
Linden, VA 22642



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ilya Turov
26416 Field St
Moreno Valley, CA 92555



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Leonora Xhrouet
4410 SW 102nd Ave
Davie, FL 33328



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra F. Wilson
POB 2209
Friday Harbor, WA 98250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hugh Havlik
1422 Aken Street
Port Charlotte, FL 33952



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah Baker
512 Indian Circle
East Peoria, IL 61611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tess Zangrilli
203 Lytton Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gary Kraus
8600 Tuscany
Playa del Rey, CA 90293



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Guard
453 Rockledge Rd
Friday Harbor, WA 98250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathryn Rose
2749 Lafayette St
Denver, CO 80205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ruth carlone
300 Mt. Olive Road.
stafford, VA 22556



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Pfitzner
19 Scott Lane
Lagrangeville, NY 12540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diana Ciolli
4872 Westchester #2
Youngstown, OH 44515



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Karges
22651 180th St.
Lexington, OK 73051



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Martin
2334 Acadie Dr
2334 acadie Dr.
Jacksonville, FL 32217



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
todd zachritz
1733 E Blackford
Evansville, IN 47714



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Jones
Lowell St
Portland, OR 97212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Darvin Schild
118 arlington blvd
north arlingon, NJ o7031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jennifer Bentzel
33 Lindsay Ln
Hanover, PA 17331



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Linda Tomlinson
7044 Wild Iris Dr
Nashville, TN 37221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dianora Niccolini
356 E 78th St
New York, NY 10075
 
212 288-1698



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. amanda Randolph
370 N Limit St
Colorado Springs, CO 80904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lara Cassell
3930 214th Pl Apt 7B
Bayside, NY 11361



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. chris brazis
10 Appleton Ave
10-A Appleton Ave
San Francisco, CA 94110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Baumann
S. Illinois Ave.
Carbondale, IL, IL 62903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Prostko
PO Box 54
Caledonia, MI 49316



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Hello and Hashtag!
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Wilkerson
13985 Crowne Hill ln
Minnetonka, MN 55305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Walker
2125 N 123rd Dr
Avondale, AZ 85392



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Siraj Mufti
7458 E Princeton Dr
7458 East Princeton Drive
Tucson, AZ 85710



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marie Nickell
10526 County 113
Mabel, MN 55954



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Trish Deane
2085 Skylark Court
Charlottesville, VA 22901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth A Flynn
1341 Eldean Ln
Oceanside, CA 92057



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Jordan
7104 Tulip Street
Philadelphia, PA 19135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Doris Potter
1150 Cote Vertu #214
St-Laurent, QC H4L 1Y5



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diana Quinn
29 Bryant dr
Livingston, NJ 07039



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bert Harrison
21884 Auten Rd
South Bend, IN 46628



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sallie Teutsch
3169 Fox Spit Rd
Langley, WA 98260



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
julia caspar
2393 route 206
southampton, NJ 08088



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrea Doukas
168 Coolidge Street
Brookline, MA 02446



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Seth Laursen
1829 S Cloverdale Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
cameron ford
425 Dorset St
South Burlington , VT 05403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Duane Patrick
3501 LEANNE DR.
FLOWER MOUND, TX 75022



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. kathy ballenger
6111 N Harden Ct
Kansas City, MO 64151



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
LINDA SPERBER
5814 OAKVIEW CIRCLE
MINNETONKA, MN 55345



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jessica Wheeler
5517 Clara St
New Orleans, LA 70115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Cope
P.O. Box 55
East Charleston, VT, VT 05833



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ronald Woolford
12333 Rosewood
Ovwrland Park, KS 66209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
GL Caviglia
PO Box 1954
Morgan Hill, CA 95038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thelma Follett
P. O. Box 28804
Bellingham, WA 98228



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Morem
4620 Vinewood
Plymouth, MN 55442



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anita Richardson
2225 Timothy Dr NW
Salem, OR 97304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heilet Rudolph
97 Brampton Road
Lynnwood Manor
Pretoria, ot 0081



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Cheryl Murphy
258 Turtle Pond Pkwy
258 Turtle Pond Pkwy
Hyde Park, MA 02136



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.  The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine.   Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans.
 
_This plan MUST include all of the canyons and deep regions that harbor these ecological
treasures.
 
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. ingrid smith
5605 N Suwanee Ave
Tampa, FL 33604



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Susan Termini
648 Millwheel Dr
Merritt Island, FL 32952



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Marc Santora
151 Pines Lake Dr E
Takoma Park, MD 20912



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deb Federin
1056 pearl st
La jolla , CA 92037



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Connie Devine
5869 Southwind Drive
San Jose, CA 95138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
duane underwood
350 nw polk ave
corvallis, OR 97330



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jeanne Held-Warmkessel
110 Santa Anita Dr
North Wales, PA 19454



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Daigneaux
13810 Mercalf
#12118
Overland Park, KS 66223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandra Couch
2903 Bartlett Ct Unit 201
2903 Bartlett Court, Unit 201
Naperville, IL 60564



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charles Looney
50790 SW Old Portland Rd
Scappoose, OR 970565-421



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Roberta Vandehey
20481 Winlock Ln
Fossil, OR 97830



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jeffrey shuben
46204delaire landing road
philadelphia, PA 19114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
lydia garvey
429 s 24th st
clinton, OK 73601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jessica Goody
3341 Yost Blvd
Oceanside, NY 11572



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sara Rosenbrock
Crow canyon rd
Castro valley, CA 94552



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bryce Smith
6379 S. Scenic Dr.
Sault Ste. Marie, MD 49783



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Beckman
w road
greenwood lake, NY 10925



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sharon Wong
12 Myrtle St
West Newton, MA 02465



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
bernardo alayza mujica
durand bernales
surquillo, IA 51111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Thomas King
6 Elm Ct
Somerville, MA 02144



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephen H Cross
501 N Elm St
Mount Prospect, IL 60056



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Traci Hamilton
6138 Candlewood Dr
Charlotte, NC 28210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mary furlong
465 1 st. Avenue
VERDUN, QC H4G 2V6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Aranda
1215 townsend ave
san antonio, TX 78209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Pat and Gary Gover
300 Lincoln St
Fairhope, AL 36532



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Barbara Wood
7104 Tulip Street
Philadelphia, PA 19135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michele Nihipali
54-074 Kamehameha Hwy # A
Hauula, HI 96717



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Donna Turiano
3754 Blue Ridge Road
West Palm Beach, FL 33406



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dorothy Schutte
208 E Palmcroft Dr
Tempe, AZ 85282



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sharon Rothe
18 Guilford Ct
Morris Plains, NJ 07950



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Fish
402 E Adams
Fakrfield, IA 52556



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Melanie Salvat
Barrio Santana
Arecibo, PR 00612



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Metcalf
1333 Lake Rd
Vergennes, VT 05491



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kyle  Peterson
40443 La Grange Dr.
Sterling Heights , MI 48313



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. john cevasco
596 Millers Falls Rd # 78
Northfield, MA 01360



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Todd Cisna
11144 E. Camelot Ave.
Effingham, IL 62401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Angela Smith
126 SW 148th St, Ste C100-422
Seattle, WA 98166



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
christopher tuch
175 bobolink
new braunfels, TX 78130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Daub
1503 S. Lincoln St.
Spokane, WA 99203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Joyce Thrush
90 Sherry Ave
90  Sherry Ave, Naches, WA
Naches, WA 98937



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sylvan Grey
1019 SW 10th Ave.
Portland, , OR 97205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Leavy
Clerk
2031 Placita de Vida
Santa Fe, NM 87505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Daniel Klein
326 12th St Apt 2R
Brooklyn, NY 11215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Roger Mathews
375 W Osceola Rd
Geneva, FL 32732



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
dogan ozkan
abbasaga mahallesi yildiz vaddesi no 39/1
besiktas istanbul turkey, AK 99701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
susan b
3613 Sykes Road
North Vancouver, B.C., BC V7K2A6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sandy van sant
65 atlantic ave
apt 2
long branch, NJ 07740



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Teresa Koschmeder
20384 Alpine Dr
Lawrenceburg, IN 47025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. doris lynch
3618 E Park Ln
Bloomington, IN 47408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carol Fletcher
1331 S Zeeb
Ann Arbor, MI 48103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Robbins
5176 Us Highway 34
Oswego, IL 60543



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
davian rawls
17 nevens st
portland, ME 04103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Albert John Fecko
8400 Warren Blvd
Center Line, MI 48015



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Partin
1504 Archibald St
Northfield, MN 55057



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patty Linder
839 Bend Av
San Jose, CA 95136



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Harrison
1396 sanchez
san francisco, CA 94131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Kindel
5921 Freitag St
Canton, OH 44718



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Sarricks
P.O. Box 452
Running Springs, CA 92382



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maritte (Mara) Rahav
450 W. 42nd St., Apt. #21M
New York, NY 10036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Heumann
2402 NE 26th Ave
Portland, OR 97212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rachael Geraghty
29 Sherlock Ave
Melbourne, ot 3029



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Irmgard Conley
36 Olga Park Lane
PO Box 88  (for U.S.Mail)
Olga, WA 98279



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David L. Smith
4242 Janick Cir N
Stevens Point, WI 54481



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Elke Hoppenbrouwers
152 Allison Way
East Haven, CT 06512



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. gwenn meltzer
1847 Constitution Ave Apt 506
506
Woodlyn, PA 19094



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Amy Hueber
342 Westbrook Hills Dr
Syracuse, NY 13215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. OSSI Becke
PO Box 101
Viola, DE 19979



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
laura niewenhous
cummins ave
prince frederick, MD 20678



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Cowan
18818 Burrell Wingate Rd
Beaumont, TX 77705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Field
10040 Raritan Way
Thornton, CO 80260



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Harris Dubin
280 N Pierce St
Eugene, OR 97404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Linda Schrader
24550 US Hwy 34
Chariton, IA 50049



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Susan Levin
4300 Neyrey Dr
Metairie, LA 70002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carol Cramer
2630 Avonhurst Dr
Troy, MI 48084



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Davis
179 C Rue Des Chateaux
Bethalto, IL 62010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
Please protect our waters and fishery!
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Hinerman
98 ave. n.
seminole, FL 33776



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nicole Jergovic
1929 SW 13th Ave
1929 SW 13 Avenue
Portland, OR 97201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Maus
9148 Upton Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55431



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ginny Rosenkranz
1211 sw 58th
portland, OR 97221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Patricia Greiss
198 1/2 York Rd
Carlisle, PA 17013



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maeve Fitzgerald
45 Purple Sage Rd Lot 112
Rock Springs, WY 82901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kenneth Tolchin
11571 Island Lakes Lane
Boca Raton, FL 33498



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kenneth Tolchin
11571 Island Lakes Lane
Boca Raton, FL 33498



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Adrienne Ross
19 Cerro Blanco Rd
Lamy, NM 87540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandy Williams
530 S. Stewart Dr.
Covina, CA 91723



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nan Corliss
10300 Morris Rd
Minneapolis, MN 55437



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. AMY LIPPERT
108 Trowbridge St Apt 3
Cambridge, IL 60622



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Maynier
Minna St. 
San Francisco, CA 94103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ruth Miller
1829 Billanong Lane
Chapel Hill, NC 27516



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Christina Maris
1208 Candelaria Rd NW Apt 1C
Albuquerque, NM 87107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Wendy Herbert
281 Notch Hill Road
North Branford, CT 06471



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Michele Morris
3304 Sudbury Pl
Fort Wayne, IN 46815



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
gary charles
282 esperanza ave,
long beach, CA 90802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lucrezia  Oddie
700 East Kuiaha Rs
Haiku, HI 96708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Errikka Jordan
7104 Tulip Street
Philadelphia, PA 19135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Allison Spencer
749 Cape Cod Cir
Valrico, FL 33594



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bobbie Hodgdon
18410 Priory Avenue
Minnetonka, MN 55345



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. carolyn massey
632 1/2 N 6th St
632 1/2 north 6th
Quincy, IL 62301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
virginia pepper
4 Rosewood Dr
Ipswich, MA 01938



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. carolyn massey
632 1/2 N 6th St
632 1/2 north 6th
Quincy, IL 62301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dan McCormack
7041 Barker Way
San Diego, CA 92119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kat Russell
17 Roque Moraes Ct.
Mill Valley, CA 94941



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kat Russell
17 Roque Moraes Ct.
Mill Valley, CA 94941



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. jenny medlock
2557 S Martingale Rd
Gilbert, AZ 85297



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kitty O'Connell
7333 Oaklawn Ave
Edina, MN 55435



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sophia Tascon
154 long ferry road
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Katrin Rosinski
30710 Normal
Roseville, MI 48066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Donna Sherlock
420 6th St SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bernadette Espinoza
602 East 4th street
Cortez, CO 81321



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. & Mrs. Philis O'Shaughnessy
219 N Linden St
Sapulpa, OK 74066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tracey MacDonald
2246 S Corona St
Denver, CO 80210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John and Jean Fleming
1509 Connecticut Dr SE
Lonsdale, MN 55046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Casey Schnaible
2230 College Way
Medford, OR 97504



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Margo Vanderhill
504 GARFIELD ST
ALTON, IA 51003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Riley
64 Glenside Trail
Sparta, NJ 07871



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Albert Laya
9 Oak Ln
Park Forest, IL 60466



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michaela Wehner
4109 SW Morgan
Seattle, WA 98136



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Coz
72 Prentice St.
Waltham, MA 02451



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leo Pedersen
1126 Harding Road
Bowen Island, BC 98230



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maggie Thompson
33 Black Oak Dr.
Medord, OR 97504



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anthony Mehle
6634 covington cv
Canfield, OH 44406



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Dr. James Livingston
3135 E CR 456
Skandia, MI 49885



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
L Forby
9901 Durant Dr
Beverly Hills, CA, CA 90212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Victor Novick
532 Scenic Drive
Ashland, OR 97520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Emily Sagovac
14913 Paddock Drive
Wellington, FL 33414



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jessica tektas
5353 wilshire blvd.
los angeles, CA 90036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. theresa scott
8405 Colfax Dr
colfax drive
King George, VA 22485
 
5408092264



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judith  Susser
2463 E. 26th St.
B'klyn, NY 11235



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Norm Stanley
39796 Pine Bench Rd.
Yucaipa, CA 92399



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
 I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
 Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
 I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Adam Sloan
270 S Kearney St
Denver, CO 80224



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ray Peters
N2610 Buckhorn Cir
Wautoma, WI 54982



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jorge tamargo
9315 sw 43st
miami, FL 33165



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gary Dirks
6473 E Hilldale Rd
Port Orchard, WA 98366



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Renae McKeon
711 13th Ave
Kearney, NE 68845



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erica Bennett
48 Glenalmond Lane
Ladera Ranch, CA 92694



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Emily Boone
102 Pope St
Louisville, KY 40206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gina Massoni
4734 38th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Sellers
3901 Clayton Road #66
Concord, CA 94521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rosemary delPino
128 American Ave
Butler, PA 16001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jan Weisel
18610 NE 157th Place
Woodinville, WA 98072



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Barbara Johnson
149 Oak Avenue
Jefferson, GA 30549



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joe Rissetto
150 E Naples St
Chula Vista, CA 91911



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Sutherland
810 Green Oak Ln
810 Green Oak Ln
White Hall, AR 71602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Keith Robillard
34 Scenic View Dr
Turner, ME 04282



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mike Seyfried
701 California Ave
Boulder City, NV 89005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark Brooker
1149 E 56th St Apt 3
Chicago, IL 60637



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
reina sanchez
1184 Harbor Dr.
Salton City, CA 92274



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Woodfield
85 Waite Rd
Old Chatham, NY 12136



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kenneth Bickel
1201 Michael Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15227



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Veronica Quiris
1524 Lillian Street
Crockett, CA 94525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
carolyn young
14 n san francisco st
flagstaff, AZ 86001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Zega
40 Highland Ave
40 Highland Ave
Bridgewater, NJ 08807



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elisabeth bezemer
2908 N Central Ave
Tampa, FL 33602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brenda Psaras
12 Woodbine Lane
East Moriches, NY 11940



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Duncan
1312 Essex Drive
Wellington, FL 33414



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynn Reeser
3320 Court
Vernon, FL 32462



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Barbara Tucker
1312 Essex Drive
Wellington, FL 33414
 
5617938819



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angela Kantola
8819 S Murphy Gulch Road
Littleton, CO 80127



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lawrence Tetenbaum
38 Summit Ct
Plainview, NY 11803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Kern
Yellow Pine Drive
Lilburn, GA 30047



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Laurel Facey
47 Davis Rd
Millers Falls, MA 01349



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. lorraine brabham
1313 Grand St
Hoboken, NJ 07030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Hammer
699 Bluebird Ln NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sheila Powers
39 Maple Ave
Old Saybrook, CT 06475



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christina Larkins
12 Rossmount Road SW
Calgary, AB T3C 2P3



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Karen O'Brien
125 W. 66th St.
Westmont, IL 60559



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sonya Sanford
19887 182nd Ave
Big Lake, MN, MN 55309



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robb Mottl
36869 Pine View Dr
Dousman, WI 53118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
thomas libbey
PMB 1027 1122 E Pike St
Seattle, WA 98122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
juanita samuelson
2729 rosewood st
medford, OR 97504



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Schill
1760 Spring Branch Road
Spring Branch, TX 78070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Fleetwood
5203 T.C. Steele Rd.
Nashville, IN 47448



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
R-Laurraine Tutihasi
PO Box 5323
Oracle, AZ 85623



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ann Jay Bryan
1654 Maywick View Ln
Lexington, KY 40504



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Wanninger
1714 Melrose Street
Rockford, IL 61103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. carol keck
e simmons st
tucson, AZ 85716



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Leah Hallow
Compton Street
Indianapolis, IN 46220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maureen O'Neal
9100 s.w. 80th ave.
Portland, OR 97223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elise Adibi
54 E 3rd St Apt 10
New York, NY 90029



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. margaret adam
po box 5197
bozeman, MT 59717



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anne Veraldi
21 Lapidge St
San Francisco, CA 94110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Stimac
533 North 71st Street
Seattle, WA 98103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Nelda Ikenberry
1307 E Sharp St
Mcpherson, KS 67460



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Fran Ruddell
5184 Gander Rd. West
Dayton, OH 45424



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joan Zentarski
250 Summer St Unit 16
Plantsville, CT 06479



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Lowans
219 Wilkson Lane
Fayetteville, PA 17222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Sara Gibson
2100 N Fremont Blvd
Flagstaff, AZ 86001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Veronica Quiris
1524 Lillian Street
Crockett, CA 94525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bruce Higgins
4148 Bristlecone Way
Livermore, CA 94551



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Barbara Sue Scholl
727 E 5th Ave
Lancaster, OH 43130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tracey Quinn
14850 W Park Ave
Boulder Creek, CA 95006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathe Gardenias
1955 citrus
chico, CA 95926



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Art Hanson
1815 Briarwood Dr.
Lansing, MI 48917
 
517-323-1635



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Christopher Ell
297 Wythe Ave Apt 4
Brooklyn, NY 11249
 
3473203979



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Frost
5 Watrous Rd # 12E
5 watrous rd
Clinton, CT 06413



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Parzick
2612 Wavecrest Dr
Corona Del Mar, CA 92625



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sarah Olson
6537 Wayne Ct
Forestrville, CA 95436



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heather Hall
749 N 105th St
Seattle, WA 98133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marcia Bringardner
8806 Bluebird Lane
Wind Lake, WI 53185



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Errikka Jordan
7104 Tulip Street
Philadelphia, PA 19135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Genevieve Esson
1406 Barger Place
St. Louis, MO 63143



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. MIKE KASTNER
17667 GRANT ST
LOWELL, IN 46356



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Caitlin Adolph
1937 Waterloo road
Mogadore, OH 44260



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Ward
PO Box 7202
Dallas, TX 75209



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. STACIE CHARLEBOIS
2829 Bay Village Ave
Santa Rosa, CA 95403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Beverly Linton
25 Udine St
Arlington, MA 02476



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Juliann Pinto
4438 Pennypack Street
Philadelphia, PA 19136



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anne Barker
417 Woodland Ave
San Rafael, CA 94901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Higgins
1418 Nutmeg Lane
Davis, CA 95618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheri Porter- Keisner
Box 144
Piercy, CA 95587



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gail Stanley
6629A Dana St
Oakland, CA 94609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Donna George
114 Roxboro Cir Apt 6
Syracuse, NY 13211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. denise petty
649 Valley View Dr
Allen, TX 75002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carolyn Hall
15205 140th Way SE
Renton, WA 98058



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Martha Madison
4119 W. 173rd Pl.
Torrance, CA 90504



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
A. Alberici
335 n. delsea drive
glassboro, NJ 08080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margaret Luellen
155 Broadmere Drive
Florissant, MO 63033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kimberly Frey
15b Quartz Mill Rd
Newark, DE 19711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Toth
19842 Holly Drive
Santa Clarita, CA 91350



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carolina Gomez
Cra 27B #53A-72
Bogota, ot 111311



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Stewart
P.O. Box 185
Redway, CA 95560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Katter-Jackson
1106 2nd Street, PMB 332
Encinitas, CA 92024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
virginia wood
4 wiggins pon lane
kennebunk, ME 04043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Nazzaro
10020 Calava Court
Union, KY 41091



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Adkins
7104 Tulip Street
Philadelphia, PA 19135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Columbia
7712 Bruce Way
Bakersfield, CA 93306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andres Peña
Lambare 1149, 1 B
Buenos Aires, AL 1185



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sue Harrington
9216 Randall Dr NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98332



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Glenn Clayton
2004 Eastwood Ave
Streator, IL 61364



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jerry Smith
4701 Kellykris Ct
Saint Charles, MO 63304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
WANER ZHANG
Room2305, No.33, XiBaiCaiYuan, Qinhuai District
Nanjing, AK 210002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jerry Smith
4701 Kellykris Ct
Saint Charles, MO 63304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michelle Ghigiga
PO Box 1653
Fairview, OR 97024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Aflatooni
2053 Zach Scott St
Austin, TX 78723



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Judy Madigan
PO Box 243
Loyalton, CA 96118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gary Haven
28995 Oak Crek Lane
Agoura Hills, CA 91301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elisabeth Price
2809 Carolina St NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aletha Vengco
V Street
Sacramento, CA 95818



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Schlichting
171 Belhar Dr
Akron, OH 44313



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Gail Linnerson
719 9th Ave SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rita Gnap
6409D South Kenneth Place
Tempe, AZ 85283



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. william barcklow
1070 Easton Rd Apt E2
1070 easton rd, apt e2
Abington, PA 19001
 
215-939-4458



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Hanlon
560 Waterford Dr
Manchester, NJ 08759



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shelley Tea
5108 S. Dawson St. #5
#5
Seattle, WA 98118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Isabella Levin
23445 Sycamore Creek Avenue
Murrieta, CA 92562



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Millie Estrin
1230 Rafael St N
Keizer, OR 97303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Kellogg
11 North Rd
Deerfield, NH 03037
 
7814249254



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Please designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of the defined canyons as
off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should include mid-water trawl gear,
which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding the 200-meter broad
zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation benefit while allowing current
fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There should be no new
exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas
to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of Amendment 16.
Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
J J Moran
5315 Holly
Bellaire, TX 77401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Wendt
6 New Dawn Cir
Chico, CA 95928



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Arthur & Shirley Wolfe
1213 Olivia Ave
Ann Arbor, MI 48104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Turney
467 Fulvia St.
Encinitas, CA 92024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,   Scott Eden
 
Scott Eden
2811 Deepwater Trl
Edgewater, MD 21037



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andre Cavalier
38 East Spring St.
Winooski, NJ 07620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Edward Butler
36 E. 69th St.
New York, NY 10021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Constance Griffin
PO Box 86
San Jose, NM 87565, NM 87565



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Martha W D  Bushnell
502 Ord Drive
502 Ord Drive
Boulder, CO 80303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jean Marr
1216 SE Goodnight Ave
Corvallis, OR 97333



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Diana Maculan
PO Box 6221
107 Robincrest Lane
Lindenhurst, IL 60046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Eleanor Liggio
709 Old Country Road
Elmsford, NY 10523



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jason Hann
P.O. Box 354
Redmond, WA 98073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Fair
8636 161st.
Surrey, BC V4N 4R9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
RITA BAKER
34 CLIFFORD ROAD
SOUTHBOROOUGH, MA 01772



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan DeWitt
715 Moraine Ct. #48
Driggs, ID 83422



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Theresa Everett
236-B Edgewater Park
Bronx, NY 10465



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeanne Spencer
114 Woodknoll Place
Valrico, FL 33594



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephen Holler
14915 Windlea Lane
Houston, TX 77040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kerry McNeil
2806 W 21st Ct
Panama City, FL 32405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julia Bazar
1518 Dwight Way Apt 4
Berkeley, CA 94703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Brandi McCauley
6215 Woodland Rd
Des Moines, IA 50312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Bruns
956 Lange Ave
Beecher, IL 60401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Patricia Panitz
33 Bent Tree Dr
Centerville, MA 98133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pierre Meilhac
228 Chowan Drive A
Portsmouth, VA 23701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
WAYNE ADAMS
305 W Division St
Wautoma, WI 54982



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Prisca Gloor
4055 Coolidge Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sharon Boring
531 Center Grange Road
Monaca, PA 15061



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Jenne
2012 La Fremontia St
2012 La Fremontia
South Pasadena, CA 91030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sharon Manicom
2511 Swiss Avenue, Loft #2
Dallas, TX 75204



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dennis Ober
1833 Upper Rd.
Shamokin, PA 17872



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Lehman
22550 La Rochelle Dr.
Santa Clarita, CA 91350



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Judith Hazelton
1617 us rt 7 s
Bennington, VT 05201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Nix
P O Box 808
Kihei, HI 96753



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debra Nix
PO Box 808
Kihei, HI 96753



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Felicity Hohenshelt
11326 Carlsburg Ct
Jacksonville, FL 32246



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Deep
203 Hood Ave
Lebanon, KY 40033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathleen Wolfe
28701 6th Pl S Apt 201
Des Moines, WA 98198



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathleen Strasser
2582 pine st
Martinez, CA 94553



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shira Lebovich
150 Brighton 15th street
Brooklyn, NY 11235



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. John Graham
207 E. Glen Iris Ln.
Tuscaloosa, AL 35405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ed bell
435 hyman ave
west islip, NY 11795



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charlene Lauzon
5715 202nd St. SW #3
Lynwood, WA 98036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. paula x
hill
hill
hobart, TX 12345



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mija Gentes
14441 Oak Pl
14441 Oak Pl, Saratoga CA
Saratoga, CA 95070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nancy Wall
3547 E Elida St
Tucson, AZ 85716



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jean McAllister
3840 Rimrock Rd. #1207
#1207
Billings, MT 59102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kimberly McConkey
2610 E 42nd ave  apt 1
Anchorage, AK 99508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Angela Bellacosa
5511 University Way NE, Apt. 1
4249 9th Ave. NE, #1
Seattle, WA 98105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Moranda Meyer
6219 Cloud Dance Dr
Las Cruces, NM 88012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Charles Arnold
PO Box 1672
Manchester, NH 03105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. MIKE CLIPKA
1151 SHERRIE CT.
LATHROP, CA 95330



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cynthia Young
2005 vallejo st
austin, TX 78757



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Servizio
3913 Hermosa Drive NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Schoettler
1906 Eleanor Ave
Saint Paul, MN 55116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
william haegele
13032 townsend road
philadelphia, PA 19154



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David Skryja
1500 N University Dr
Waukesha, WI 53188



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
What an opportunity you have to save the deep-sea coral ecosystems!
 
 
 
Please designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of the defined canyons as
off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should include mid-water trawl gear,
which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon.
 
Using new technologies aboard vessels to help ensure the plan happens is another good
idea for protecting deep sea corals. 
 
Protect the corals by passing and implementing the strongest possible management
measures in Amendment 16.
 
The future is up to us now.  Save the deep-sea corals from destruction!
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Peggy Malone
313 West Street
Lagrange, OH 44050



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Belanger
560 Poplar st
Nanaimo, ot V9S2H2



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jerry Freeman
PO Box 622
PO Box 622, Odenville, AL  35120
Odenville, AL 35120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debbie Sequichie-Kerchee
PO Box 701
Cache, OK 73527



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
T N
104 P. Blvd.
Polk City, IA 50226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Donna Meyers
437 Obispo Ave
Long Beach, CA 90814



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
JANENE WHITE
307 48 Richmond St.
New Westminster, BC V3l 5p4



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheena Jacob
2416 Mumford Dr
Silver Spring, MD 20906



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Morgan Cormia
205 Edgewater Towne Center
Edgewater, NJ 07020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Lopez
1130 Glenda Way
Apt 201
reno, NV 89509



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sharon Torrisi
2126 Ardmore Ave
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Tham
1d pine grove #15-14
S, ot 593001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
d m
40 ware
needham, MA 02492



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lisa Stalnaker
5109 Bluefield Rd
Knoxville, TN 37921



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marty Landa
Siesta Lane
Sedona, AZ 86351



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stan Sattinger
3933 12th Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55407



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dallas Windham
10928 Audelia Rd #1716
Dallas, TX 75243



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Virginia Hahn
35596 Linda Drive
Fremont, CA 94536



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynn Barbieri
168 Division Street
Great Barrington, MA 01230



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
melanie fisher
3633 calle jazmin
calabasas, CA 91302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Bennie Shallbetter
300 Taylor St
Smithville, TX 78957



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Bennie Shallbetter
300 Taylor St
Smithville, TX 78957



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
It encourages me that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council will take  proactive
steps to protect vulnerable  deep-sea coral ecosystems.Please grab the opportunity to
curtail and prevent expansion of fishing into deep areas that remain largely pristine. Such
protections will correspond with the objectives of NOAA's strategic plan for Deep-Sea
Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, also with the Council’s recent efforts to advance
ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, we ask the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and
each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all bottom fishing gear. This should include
mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguard the
canyon floors while allowing current fishers access to the areas that they most rely upon.
There should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document. I do support the use
of technologies  such as vessel monitoring systems aboard fishing vessels, to help ensure
that the plan is effectively implemented.
 
PLEASE safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations! by
establishing a strong and enduring plan. Scientists keep  discovering extensive, beautiful,
and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dale M. Heckman
Humboldt Ave.
Davis, CA, CA 95616



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely, help protect the atlantic ocean ecosystem.
 
JOHN PASQUA
29572 LILAC RD
VALLEY CENTER, CA 92082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jenny boris
910 Mountain View Ave
Petaluma, CA 94952



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nellie K. Adaba
N/A
Mamaroneck , NY 10543



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
Sonia Dalley
 
Sonia Dalley
4 Farrar Street
Cambridge, MA 02138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Torunn Sivesind
2222 Almaden Rd Unit B
San Jose , CA 94549



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marianne Flanagan
1714 E Forest Ave
Des Plaines, IL 60018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Norman Baker
3789 Lost Mountain Road
Sequimk, WA 98382



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Rider
5102 Belmere Parkway
#1104
Tampa, FL 33624



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jesse Bernhardt
871 S Grandview Ave
Dubuque, IA 52003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Craig Carpenter
744 Main St
Sewell, NJ 08080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Don McKelvey
20950 Priday Ave
Euclid, OH 44123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. E. James Nedeau
2278 Harding Ave
Muskegon, MI 49441



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
marie grenu
la bagottiere
bréel, ot 61100 Fran



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Andrew Josephs
11 Alan Crest Dr
Hicksville, NY 11801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandy Dumke
807 Executive Circle
Crooks, SD 57020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Bonnie Nechtman
Donzi W
Jacksonville, FL 32223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Catherine Lambeau
203 1st street
Huntington, WV 25705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Alicia Kern
27225 Sunnyridge Rd
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council has an opportunity to prevent the
expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in
line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic
Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to
advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
PLEASE safeguard these ecological treasures for future generations by establishing a
strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in New England
and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive, beautiful, and
previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans.
 
PLEASE PASS AND IMPLEMENT THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE MANAGEMENT
MEASURES IN AMENDMENT 16!!!
 
Ms. Julie  Glover
7292 Maxwelton Rd
Clinton, WA 98236



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Elizabeth Stange
1308 W. 59th St.
La Grange, IL 60525



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
lois schreur
2544 n 61 st
omaha, NE 68104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Candy LeBlanc
1525 Cold Springs Rd SPC  52
SPC 52
Placerville, CA 95667
 
530 621 1796



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. jeffrey Sbonek
box 16
point baker, AK 99927



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Kardiak
244 E 13th St Apt 4
New York, NY 10003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Luci Fowler
1104 Highway 173
Graceville, FL 32440



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Rick Luttmann
917 Dorine Avenue
Rohnert Park CA 94928, CA 94928



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Henry & Amanda Jupp
12 Glenburn Court
Bangholme, ot 3175



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
IF YOU DON'T DO THIS.....WHO WILL ?
 
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon.
 
There should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening
up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Catenacci
2938 Clark
Sarasota, FL 34231



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steven Markgraf
5205 Church St.
McFarland, WI 53558



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erin Baby
433 Walnutview Drive
Sunbury, OH 43074



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
We MUST save species for future generations!
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elaine Fische3r
2514 Sharmar Rd
Roanoke, VA 24018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. matt malina
410 east 6th street
New York, NY 10009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dan McWhirter
480 W Rosedale Rd
480 W Rosedale Rd Doniphan NE 68832
Doniphan, NE 68832



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dave Nakonecznyj
129 Shire Ln
Wernersville, PA 19565



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen May
450 Hilltop Estates
Morehead, KY 40351



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Teri Dignazio
560 Bethel Road
Oxford PA, PA 19363



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
liu wai ling
Rm3710, Kin Ming Estate, Kin Ching House
N. T.  Hong Kong, GA 31084



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judith Veronese
503 maceman st
winona, MN 55987



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Susan Ellis
174 Benner Rd.
Red Hook, NY 12571



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janet Flinkstrom
76 Wares Rd
Ashby, MA 01431



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Dawn Grib
1170 S York Rd
Dillsburg, PA 17019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Maria Gabrielle
17 Condesa Rd
Santa Fe, NM 87508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marta Guttenberg
226 West Rittenhouse Square
Philadelphia, PA 19103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laura Gerwitz
1619 Kamamalu Ave Apt 404
Honolulu, HI 96813



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ruth Boice
162 Willow Grove Rd
Shamong, NJ 08088



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Edie Bruce
1116 King dr
El Cerrito, CA 94530



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tamara M
120 cortland
SF, CA 94110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alice Bartholomew
415 Wall Street
Elmira, NY 14905



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Tina LaBrie
9783 Pyramid Ct. Apt. 215
Englewood, CO 80112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Marr
191 SE State Route 13
Warrensburg, MO 64093



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Daga Krackowizer
30802 Coast Hwy Spc M3
Laguna Beach, CA 92651



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margaret Goodman
51 Broomall Lane
Glen Mills, PA 19342



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. robert mcKinney
130 Sheraton Dr
Williams, OR 97544



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rusty Kavendek
1843 Road 207 #4
Durango, CO 81301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Hansen
11723 NW Vallevue Ct
Portland, OR 97229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Lampi
2667 170th Ave SE
Bellevue, WA 98008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Oda
2000 post
San francisco, CA 94115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sam Wood
2307 Stepping Stones Way
Colorado Spgs, CO 80904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sherri Fryer
910 Sage St
Clymer, PA 15728



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Clara Armenteros
11234 SW 114 Lan Cir
Miami, FL 33176



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Clara Armenteros
11234 SW 114 Lan Cir
Miami, FL 33176



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Mary Gargiulo
7 Wales Vis
Nanuet, NY 10954



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. N. Solovey
105 5th Ave
Westwood, NJ 07675



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Cruder
PO Box 937
Elizabeth, CO 80107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
cornelia jensen
10 Ocean Pkwy Apt B7
Brooklyn, NY 11218



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Rosemary Meyers
11450 Church St
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn Harris
5137 N Maywood Ave
Los  Angeles, CA 90041



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marie Christina Magalas
632 Warburton Avenue
3E
Yonkers, NY 10701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Stevens
13510 N Creek Dr Apt S1
Mill Creek, WA 98012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Lee Kohler
1238 Coburg Rd
Eugene, OR 97401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Suzy Siegmann
212 Forest Park Ave.
212 Forest Park Ave.
Temple Terrace, FL 33617



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mindi White
PO Box 481185
Los Angeles, CA 90048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. A Pomales
PO Box 1082
Interlachen, FL 32148



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Bonfield
5702 N 33rd St  Unit 4D
Tacoma, WA 98407



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
***The verdant, kaleidoscopic biodiversity of benthic coral formations are only recently
being discerned by science, yet they are already under imminent threat from destructive
"fishing" methods.  Trawling the ocean floor for fish is not recognizable as "fishing," but is
really a form of scorched-earth mining, whereby a small amount of useable fish flesh is
taken for all of the living creatures that are crushed underfoot, and must not be allowed in
the Atlantic Ocean. MAFMC has an opportunity to keep this ecosystem relatively intact
before it suffers the same fate as other, already exploited ecosystems under NMFS
governance. In light of the centuries-long biological development spans of benthic coral
ecosystems, akin to effectively irreplaceable old-growth forests, MAFMC must not repeat
the same error of testing the coral reefs' maximum tolerance for physical injury, only to find
this later to be a grievous overestimate.***
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,



 
Jim Steitz
564 Esslinger Drive
Gatlinburg, TN 37738



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Judith Monette
200 N Stone St
West Suffield, CT 06093



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am happy to learn that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
 
Thank you In advance for protecting what is irreplaceable. .
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Margo Markowski
668 E Capitol Blvd
Salt Lake City, UT 84103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarahlee Lyons
N6718 Fifth St
Springbrook, WI 54875



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jane Flanigan
6 Kingsbury drive
Trumbull, CT 06897



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Randall Ayers
14000 SE Cascade Park Dr. #30
Vancouver, WA 98683



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Susan  Brown
410 Angel's Way
none
Mars Hill, NC 28754



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Shores
1021 S Ash Ave
Tempe, AZ 85281



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Schwager
1149 Edgemound Dr.
Santa Barbara, CA 93105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Howard Woo
7748 Hosford Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90045



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Hipp
523 West Kellogg Rd
Bellingham, WA 98226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Brenda Hill
27006 Herring Rd
27006 Herring Rd
Greenwood, MO 64034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lilli Ohse
PO Box 186
Seldovia, AK 99663, AK 99663



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Donaldson
PO Box 3215
Grass Valley, CA 95945



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michelle Sewald
1322 Hoffman Dr
Erie, CO 80202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
robyn Little
9 Brown Street
Twenty Nine Palms, CA 92277



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathy Magne
1989 Wellesley Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. kai hill
428 Mill Creek Ln
Trinidad, CA 95570



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kinney Evitt
2514 Roper St.
2514 Roper St.
Odessa, TX 79761



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marcie Brushaber
PO Box 227
Reyno, AR 72462



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Oscar Garcia
136 Lynn Loop
Laredo, TX, TX 78045



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Randall Webb
2328 NW Glisan St Apt 10
Portland, OR 97210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Korey Hjelmeir
4720 E Preserve Way
Cave Creek, AZ 85331



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Grace Padelford
10618 Ayres Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90064



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
JULIE CARVER
134 TOWER RD
BENNINGTON, VT 05201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Johnson
51 Jaggers Page Rd
Mammoth Cave, KY 42259



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurie Smith
3561 Avalon Drive
Hood River, OR 97031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gayle Doukas
8520 W Redwing Dr
Franklin, WI 53132



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. (The Rev.) Allan B. Jones
722 Orchard St Apt 2
Santa Rosa, CA 95404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Valerie Hildebrand
marioncliff drive
parma, OH 44134



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Pamela Spacek
1425 W Chase Ave Apt 1D
Chicago, IL 60626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sherri Robertson
11 Fannin Dr.
Tulia, TX 76036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chip Henneman
3117 Orson F Dr
Layton, UT 84040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. joyce Grajczyk
12026 SE 216th St
Kent, WA 98031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Katrina Durbak
16 Fawn Hill Ct.
Ramsey, NJ 07446



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mary troutt
3798 n palatine place
meridian, ID 83646



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Breen
517 Saint Landry St.
Baton Rouge, LA 70806



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Hildebrand
2110 waterway bend
Austin, TX 78728



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Andrea Pennisi
PO Box 20414
New York, NY 10009
 
2125056997



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jody Walters
368 Burwood Ave
Camden, NJ 08105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Victor Miiller
2746 Aurora Ave
Des Moines, IA 50310



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristin Walden
1128 Amberton
Newbury Park, CA 91320



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sarah Gallagher
1136 First Avenue
New, NY 10065
 
212-759-6895



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Gray
7540 Amy Avenue
Fair Oaks, CA 95628



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrea Presson
513  Vaughan Cove
Austin, TX 78732



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Amanda Hayes
22700 Turkle Rd
Quaker City, OH 43773



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nancy Gathing
3701 Tulane Ave.
Madison, WI 53714
 
608-241-4746



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Beth Bennion
1594 Railroad Drive
McKinleyville, CA 95519



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Crystal Sevier
20569 Charlotte Court
Soulsbyville, CA 95372



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Stewart
4615 37th St N
Arlington, VA 22207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Richerson
Headlands Ct
Sausalito, CA 94965



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ellen Adler
6109 Shadow Lake Dr
Toledo, OH 43623



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ginger Young
19202 Dogwood Bloom Ct
Spring, TX 77379
 
713-419-7877



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rachel Sonnenblick
912 Windham St
Santa Cruz, CA 95062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
M Mahalic
11319 Flatiron Dr
Lafayette, CO 80026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Caroline Smith
1601 N College Ave
Fort Collins, CO 80524



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maya Moiseyev
2302 Columbia St
Palo Alto, CA 94306



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susanna Kaljur
4654 Arran Road
Courtenay , BC V9N 9S6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jeremy Schultz
206 mAPLE Lake
Bridgeport, WV 26330



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jan nelson
85354 Doane Rd
rural eugene, OR 97402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jan nelson
85354 Doane Rd
rural eugene, OR 97402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jan nelson
85354 Doane Rd
rural eugene, OR 97402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jan nelson
85354 Doane Rd
rural eugene, OR 97402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Del Dayton
2904 Mercury Ave
Eau Claire, WI 54703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Shapiro
1651 Beechwwod Blvd
Pittsburgh, PA 15217



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kathy Kuczynski
25402 Shoshone Dr
Lake Forest, CA 92630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Terrance Chadd
321 Hoffman Court
Apt. 2 B
Crown Point, IN 47307



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Calley O'Neill
PO Box 6571
Kamuela, HI 96743



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
cathi brooks
P.O. Box 362
East Burke, VT 05832



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.   Don't let destructive fishing destroy the beautiful Deep-
Sea Corals.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gerri Corvino
436 Millers Ln
Pittsburgh, PA 15239



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Margie Hammet
590 Lost Valley Road
Dripping Springs, TX 78620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
marle vane
Havenside Dr
Sacramento, CA 95831



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Katherine M. Cleary
3624 Rosewood Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
kellie Federico
2231 tuscana ave
salem, OR 97302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Greg Rosas
4353 Edwards Ln
Castro Valley, CA 94546



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
clayton masters
161 east mason street
azusa, CA 91702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
clayton masters
161 east mason street
azusa, CA 91702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
clayton masters
161 east mason street
azusa, CA 91702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ricardo Junco
142 Alcanfor Street Ciudad Jardin
Ciudad Jardin
Gurabo, PR 00778



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nicole English
5921 Rockhill Road
Kansas City, MO 64110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
B Lloyd
5379 Botts Lane
Petersburg, KY 41080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs Kathleen Nelson
5900-E.1st Ave.
Denver, CO 80220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
catharina van hoek
24984 Barton Rd.
Loma Linda, CA 92354



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Gee
PO Box 132
Bountiful, UT 84011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. A Trouve
6459 Estates Dr
Piedmont, CA 94611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Doris S. June
17395 S. Hallbacka Ln.
Mulino, OR 97042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tanya Field
1224 3rd St SW
Albuquerque , NM 87102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Deb Staudt
2700 Fessler Buxton Road
Russia, OH 45363



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chung-Wei Chan
1590 Clarkspur Lane
San Jose, CA 95129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. annette pieniazek
1301 Richmond Ave Apt T6
Houston, TX 77006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer F
1000 W
Clinton, UT 84015



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dale Ellis
15851 W 56th Pl
Golden, CO 80403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brad Kalita
PO Box 810
Chiloquin, OR 97624



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Deborah Santone
2963 Dorothy Drive
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carly Ritter
13700 Marina Pointe Dr.
Marina del Rey, CA 90292



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Javinsky
2319 Flag Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55426



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Lombardi
19 Morning Glory Lane
Levittown, PA 19054



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amy Cervene
7273 S Laredo St
Aurora, CO 80129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gene Orth
1886 Glenwood Hwy
Goldendale, WA 98620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zoe Harris
box 265
San Anselmo, CA 94979



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Massimiliano Urso
5 calle 15-16 ave n.o. 105
san pedro sula, ot CT1100



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Persephone Maywald
120 Village Square #121
Orinda, CA 94563



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jack Coulehan
804 North Berlyn Avenue
Ontario, CA 91764



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Dianne Douglas
2723 E Valencia Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
buzz alpert
7220 N. Keeler Ave
Lincolnwood, IL 60712



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. dina koehly
2511 Santiago St
Santa Ana, CA 92706



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lorna Paisley
PO Box 66
East Dubuque, IL 61025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
janet forman
351 west 24 street
apt 12c
new york, NY 10011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gregory Neel
324 W. Front St.
Cambridge City, IN 47327



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karin Rettig
12732 Wild Goose St
Garden Grove, CA 92845



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brad Nelson
333 Sunset Dr.
Oxnard, CA 93035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen Greenberg
14 Turpentine Drive
Nevada City, CA 95959



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hannah MacLaren
694 Royce Street
Altadena, CA 91001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alexis Nixon
1850 Cotillion Drive, Unit 1224
Unit 1224
Atlanta, GA 30338



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michelle Morgan
1760 Avenida Del Mundo Unit 201
Coronado, CA 92118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Constantine  Bogios
2582 Oak Rd. #217
Walnut Creek , CA 94597



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marilyn Hoff
PO Box 295
PO Box 295
El Prado, NM 87529



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julie Donoho
1717 3rd St.
La verne, CA 91750



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
chad hawthorne
1735 Barbara Rd
Redding, CA 96003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Stacey McRae
45154 Crystal Springs Dr
Indio, CA 92596



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Krista Gobby
603 W 11th St, B
Corona, CA 92882



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,tomescu teofan Roumania
 
Teofan Tomescu
Simion Popa 2;109;Sc.A;ap.2
ARAD, ot 310273



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Marc Silverman
6030 Graciosa Dr
6030 Graciosa Dr
Los Angeles, CA 90068
 
323-469-1773



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Miguel Gimenez
San Juan
San Juan, PR 00936



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. allysa Aaron
276 via di cita
Henderson , NV 89011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Julie Riffle
PO Box 164
Wasco, IL 60183



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Roselle Haas
420
Address 2
Houston, TX 77079



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Yiu
138-10 Franklin Ave
Flushing, NY 11355



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aedan Lake
American University of Sharjah
Sharjah, ot 26666



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diana Maxell
235 West Lower River Road
Kamas, UT 84036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bob Edgerly
1110 Via Verde
Cathedral City, CA 92234



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Alice D. Rosenfeld
492 Heritage Hls Unit C
492C Heritage Hills
Somers, NY 10589



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
marilyn berkon
135 willow street
brooklyn, ny , NY 11201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathi Lee
puu road
kalaheo, HI 96741



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Peter Roche
2916-C Avenida Alamosa
Santa Fe, NM 87507



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elyette Weinstein
5000 Orvas Ct SE
Olympia, WA 98501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
CM Gormly
650 Old Boston Rd
Batavia, OH 45103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sam Hanson
832 Kit Ln
Hudson, WI 54016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julie Braunlich
1334 white st
Ann arbor, MI 48104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. James Alstrum
809 N School St
Normal, IL 61761



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Gindt
518 Drees Drive
Florissant, CO 80816



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dwight Sims
5660 Hessel Ave
Sebastopol, CA 95472



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Gwen Dudley
349 SE Stone St
Dallas, OR 97338



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joan Squires
3825 Orange Way
Oceanside, CA 92057



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Randall Nerwick
7927 Agnew Ave
Los Angeles, CA 97222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Don Schwartz
26 Skylark Dr
Larkspur, CA 94939



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Annie Wei
Queensland
Queensland, NC 48700



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Williams
350 E 15th St
Tucson, AZ 85701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Satya Vayu
4418 SE Harrison
Portland, OR 97215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Duncan Reilly
30 Grant Rd
Reynella, ot 5161



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Pearce
149 Mitchell Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94589



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Magoo Shoulderblade
Retired
General Delivery
Lame Deer, MT 59043
 
406-477-3771



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Corrine Molling
W7044 Lake Forest Dr.
Onalaska, WI 54650



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. kathi brinkman
119 Arcaro Dr
Street 2
Greensboro, NC 27455



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hashi Hanta
PO Box 3110
Sells, AZ 885634



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
bruce macleod
4 eugene marais
rensburg
heidelberg, ot 1438



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Christopher Lee
1343 West Touhy Avenue, Ste. 2S
CL Enterprises
Chicago, IL 60626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
First and foremost, all bottom trawling should be terminated worldwide.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chasrles Rapport
14 Regency Drive
Holliston, MA 01746



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Zanic
1107 West Ave Apt F
Fullerton, CA 92833



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gordon Seyfarth
62982 birch rd
Vandalia, MI 49095



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Linda Harrison
2030 Shamrock Dr
Fortuna, CA 95540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Redd
35 Purdue Cir
Little Rock, AR 72204
 
501-945-4829



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rebecca DeCoster
2425 W Medill Ave
#2
Chicago, IL 60647



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Greg Goodman
4049 Chestnut Ave
Concord, CA 94519



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marc Pilisuk
494 cragmont ave
Berkekely, CA 94708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristen Bolomey
6235A Kendrick Street
Jupiter, FL 33458



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Julie Ostoich
3330 Kordes Way
Sacramento, CA 95826



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peyman Farzinpour
55 Adams
Somerville, MA 02145



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chanda Farley
117 Ford St.
Canton, NC 28716



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. mickey mccarthy
100 Church St
San Francisco, CA 94114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tony Iwane
1001 46th Street
# 303
Emeryville, CA 94608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Beth Russo
15690 NE 95th Way
Redmond, WA 98052



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lester Kloss
18505 Carpenter St
Homewood, IL 60430



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Parker
8211 Hatcher Lake Rd
Sherwood, AR 72120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ron Goldman
1908 Alford Ave
Los Altos, CA 94024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laurel Watson
43522 W Kristal Ln
Maricopa, AZ 85138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laurel Watson
43522 W Kristal Ln
Maricopa, AZ 85138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Jeffrey Bedrick
836 Goshen Rd
Newtown Square, PA 19073
 
610-520-5353



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Abigail Bates
2546 Granville Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90064



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn Mone
538 Eleanor Dr
Woodside, CA 94062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Denise Smith
1165 14th st ne
Salem, OR 97301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathryn Yearsley
206 W Maple Ave
Libertyville, IL 60048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dagmar Rothfuß
Enzgasse
Vaihingen, AR 71665



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Jester
PO Box 173
Vancouver, WA 98666



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. ellen walsh
404 bear dr
gulf breeze, FL 32561



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Beth Davidson
522 Citadel Ave
Claremont, CA 91711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Jane Yater
2654 Barton Hills Dr
Austin, TX 78704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Thanks for protecting vulnerable deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
The Council could also prevent the expansion of fishing into largely pristine areas, per the
NOAA’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems.
 
I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone, and each of the
defined canyons, as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears (including mid-water
trawl gear, because it contacts the sea floor).  Safeguarding this area will provide the best
conservation while allowing current fisheries access to the areas they need most.
 
The document should have no new exemptions beyond those, because that would
undermine the objectives of Amendment 16.  I also support new technologies (e.g., vessel
monitoring systems) aboard fishing vessels to aid implementation.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures for future generations via a strong,
permanent plan that is a model for similar plans everywhere, because scientists keep
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are just starting to appreciate these biological communities and their importance in
ocean ecosystems. 
 
Please implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
Thanks.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ned Flahety
75 Clarendon Street, #508
Boston, MA 02116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paige Harrison
215 West 90 Street
#3A
New York, NY 10024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tory Ewing
18238 Sunset Ln
Omaha, NE 68135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Holland
315 School St
Barre, MA 01005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. GINO PASTORINO
DEL NORTE LN
DEL NORTE LN
DALLAS, TX 75240



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Darren Frale
875 Rome Dr
Los Angeles, CA 90065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John & Sandy Zinn
14250 N Saguaro Blvd
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dan Danziger
5814 Christie Ln
Street 2
Garland, TX 75044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elliot Safdie
3245 Cabrillo St.
San Francisco, CA 94121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elliot Safdie
3245 Cabrillo St.
San Francisco, CA 94121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rich Martini
1599 green street
San Francisco , CA 94123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peggy Drake
POB 94
Steuben, ME 04680



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Fuss
1/40 Windsor Road
GLENUNGA, ot 05064



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cheri Riznyk
5705 N Albina Ave Apt 3
Portland, OR 97217



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kim Krupinski
15215 Dickens St.
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Arras
Grundstrasse 22
Lindenfels, ot 64678



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Maryann LaNew
12 Corte Loarre
None
San Clemente, CA 92673



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carole Feito
3452 Tony Dr
San Diego, CA 92122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Allen
6824 Gloucester Road
Raleigh, NC 27612



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marilyn McClelland
7724 Tozer Rd
Fanny Bay, BC V0R 1W0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jason Steadmon
677 Avenue M
Boulder City, NV 89005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Mc Guire
258 9th Ave
San Francisco, CA 94118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs Pat Jones
5250 Whip Trl
Colo Spgs, CO 80917



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
steve Ollove
105 Gregory Island Rd
S Hamilton, MA 01982



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Marshall Carpenter
6 Gardner Rd
Street 2
Peabody, MA 01960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. keith baker
1250 Cottonwood Cir
Heber City, UT 84032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. stacie wooley
7346 Parkland Manor Dr
Cypress, TX 77433



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
violetta FOS
rue du borrego
paris, TX 75020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kris Head
10411 Garden Grove Blvd Apt 46
Garden Grove, CA 92843



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia and Joseph Dougherty
1580 Gross St.
McKinleyville, CA 95519



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Diane Hejl
3308 Greenlawn Pkwy
Austin, TX 78757



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Glover
2975 E Indianapolis Ave
Fresno, CA 93726



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brenda Jones
1007 Poplar St.
Wayne, NE 68787



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jason Bowman
1525 Cold Springs Rd SPC 52
SPC 52
Placerville, CA 95667
 
5306211796



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Philip Simon
box 9473
san Rafael, CA 94912



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margaret Perrin
PO Box 15704
Panama City, FL 32406



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dick Schoech
2614 Chinquapin Oak Ln
Arlington, TX 76012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Bergerud
2541 burnham road
minneapolis, MN 55416



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Thrailkill
426 Martin St
426 Martin St
Longmont, CO 80501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roy Burke
48 McDowall Avenue
Ardrossan, ot KA22 7AJ



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Dawn Florio
8136 Maplegrove
North Royalton, OH 44133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joselyn Bartlett
Box 49
Caspar, CA 95420



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Balan
300 Heritage Mill Dr. Unit 206
Unit 206
St. Augustine, FL 32084



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sharon jones
27 2nd st
Beaver meadows, PA 18216



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Rosemary Battaglia
8 Thornton Ct
Novato, CA 94945



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lionel Ortiz
2820 Graham Road
Bayside, CA 95524



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Indira Smith
8834 Betty Way
8834 Betty Way
W Hollywood, CA 90069



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Annette Messina
331 W Loy st
Lombard, IL 60148



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Helen Killeen
781 Curramore Rd
Curramore, ot 4552



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. m Chessin
4115 Greenwood Ave N
Seattle, WA 98103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shelby Solomon
50 Wildwood Gardens
Piedmont, CA 94611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Fiona McCormick
upper burringbar rd
burringbar Australia
Burringbar, ot NSW 2483



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
george lewis
1318 meadowlane
corpus christi, TX 78412



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lauren Richie
524 9th Ter
Pl Grv, AL 35127



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
n m
pobox261444
san diego, CA 92196



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Camille Cardinale
11645 montana ave.
los angeles, CA 90049



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Culloty
PO Box 64
Ben Lomond, CA 95005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Megan LaBrecque
5154 N Clark St Apt 234
Chicago, IL 60640



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
As a biologist I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking
proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
More specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and
each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lou Baxter
12 Bundara St
Melbourne, ot 3068



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kim Tran
213 W. Columbine Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
joyce heyn
13427 little dawn ln.
poway, CA 92064



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Vazquez
Taller 791, Edif. 7 apt. 402 - Jardin Balbuena
Mexico City, ot 15900



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Matt Cearley
1505 W Garza
Slaton, TX 79364



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms PAT KRAMER
3805 w. 26th Ave #805
Denver, CO 80211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Nevin
28 Wheeler Rd
Litchfield, CT 06759



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Miranda
8933 Cedarvillage
Fair Oaks, CA 95628



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Candy Bowman
4361 Turnbridge Dr
Sacramento, CA 95823



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marsha Adams
2201 SE Map Val Hwy Apt 82
Street 2
Renton, WA 98057



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alla Vitsienko
Bodenstedtstraße 35
Munich, ot 81241



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maria Galicia
733 Madison St.
Oakland, CA 94607



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurette Culbert
5123 2nd Ave. NW
Seattle, WA 98107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Abraham Clabby
5116 Jacobs Creek Ct
Austin, TX 78749



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Catherine Foley
15 Woodbine Ave
Stony Brook, NY 11790



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kaye Fissinger
2199 Creekside Drive
Longmont, CO 80504



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ana Noriega
139 Woodberry Ct.
Woodstock, GA 30188



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Cassinelli
3708 Jo-Ann Drive
Sacramento, CA 95821



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Adrienne Kirshbaum
154 Green Bay Road
Highland Park, IL 60035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julie van Niekerk
Plot 74
8th Road
Ten Acres, ot 1759



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sandra arapoudis
michail lambrou 3
rhodos, AL 85100



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maribeth Chadwell
2415 Second Ave #629
Seattle, WA 98121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Usha Gordon
Fustic House
St. Lucy
St Lucy, OH BB28173



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
GERHARD ECKARDT
1951 COTTAGE CT.
s, CA 95207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Barbara Bennigson
2339 Ramona St
Palo Alto, CA 94301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jessica  Wardlaw
8263 grange blvd
St paul, MN 55103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeanette Holmgren
Strömsegatan 23A
Boden, ot 96167



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. caroline good
4230 1/4 Woodman Ave Apt 3
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423
 
818 981-2169



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. jason husby
3531 N 3rd St
Minneapolis, MN 55412



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ray Morris
281  8 St NE
Salmon Arm, BC V1E 1G9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karin Nelson
5348 111 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5W 0K5



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karin Nelson
5348 111 Ave
Edmonton, AB T5W 0K5



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amy Griffin
1126 S. Pugh St
State College, PA 16801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brett Holland
1217 Boston St.
Los Angeles, CA 90026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
p g
181 North Road
Stoke Gifford
Bristol, FL bs34 8ph



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
judy hoppe
26 Echo Ln
Melville, NY 11747



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Terri Melloway
Gold Coast
Gold Coast, ot 4226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. joann butkus
2502 W. 38th Street
chicago, IL 60632



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
cris williams
wauandaniel
Swansea, ot sa83hr



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Smith
Comstitution ave
Washington, DC 20560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Nicolas Brunel
54 avenue Gabriel Peri
Albigny, ot 69250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jules JAIN
15/17 rue au maire
paris, ot 75003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Reevyn Aronson
2802 Medford Ave.
Redwood City, CA 94061



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melanie Lee
950 Tivoli
Eugene, OR 97404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sharon Leton
P.O.Box 1604
Hanalei, HI 96714



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janelle Pollock
5475 S E 72nd Avenue
Carlisle, IA 50315



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carmen Stanescu
Sebes 8,bl.N1/29
none
Braila, CO 81008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I strongly urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone
and each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Vicki Shapley
317 NW 47th St
317 NW 47th St
Seattle, WA 98107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brandon Jay
14938 Camden Avenue
San Jose , CA 95124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Larsen
6857 S. Bannock St.
Littleton, CO 80120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jess Havez
34 grande rue
Guivry, ot 02300



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marion Vogel
Schloßstraße 8
Hohenberg, CA 95691



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Gay Williamson
PO Box 13527
Hamilton, OH 45013



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jesse calderon
4025 puente ave
baldwin park, CA 91706



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
paul sutton
cherry trees
crosscommon road
dinas powys, ot CF644TP



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maura Graham
La Cerraja 8
SC de Tenerife, ot 38617



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marion Kraus
Kantstr. 2
Heidenheim, ot 89522



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
George Davis
Sulzer Str. 5b
Peissenberg, Upper Bavaria, ot 60411



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
medi valaji
prug 5
tel aviv, ot 68202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
medi valaji
prug 5
tel aviv, ot 68202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Thomas Tripp
34 Canterbury Rd
Brewer, ME 04412



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Karen Nadow
1591 Mead Hill Rd
Derby, VT 05829



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Karen Nadow
1591 Mead Hill Rd
Derby, VT 05829



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Karen Nadow
1591 Mead Hill Rd
Derby, VT 05829



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. vic norris
rue de bellevue
bois guillaume, ot 76230



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely, Margherita Canessa
 
Margherita Canessa
Via S. Sebastiano
Portofino, ot 16034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Seonaid Mooney
Glasgow
Glasgow, ot g43 2dq



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martha Cruz
Matamoros
Edo Mexico, ot 54600



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Florence Deadman
4 Oast Cottages, Barnfield Road,
Faversham, Kent England
Faversham, Kent, ot ME13 7HG



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Bayly
710 North Pine Dr.
Surfside Beach, SC 29575



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Grete Solg
oismae
tallinn, ot 13514



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Vieira
63 Russek Dr.
Staten Island, NY 10312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alexandra Schulz
Hangweg 77
St. Augustin, MI 53757



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alexandra Schulz
Hangweg 77
St. Augustin, MI 53757



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Catherine Gauthier
2240 McArthur Blvd
#8
Oakland, CA 94602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
matthieu nappée
apartemen 12 le trianon 2 place du mazel
mende, MI 48000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
matthieu nappée
apartemen 12 le trianon 2 place du mazel
mende, MI 48000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
celia Schwenter
Mcglaughlin
santa cruz, CA 95415



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Jardon
6 Balmoral Drive
Pittstown, NJ 08867



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lawrence Gioielli
14 Valley Road
Kinnelon, NJ 07405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marie Berre
rue de la Cure 49
Rebecq, MA 1430



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maria Kanukova
Nahda1
Dubai, ot 00000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Albert and Marcia Hertz
659 W. Aldine Ave.
Chicago, IL 60657



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Gerald Bowman
4703 Wythe Ave
Richmond, VA 23226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Kristin Huntoon
43 Cumberland St Apt 1L
43 Cumberland St
Brooklyn, NY 11205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alex S.
1507 San Tomas Ct.
San Jose, CA 95130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steven Skal
630 Churchill Ave Apt D
Columbus, OH 43214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Nielsen
3691 mocha ln
Santa Rosa, CA 95403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ruth Panella
2317 Woodland Lane
Wilmington, DE 19810



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jesse Dellinger
61 Lancaster Est
Mount Joy, PA 17552



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Loren Sterman
4127 SE 39th Ave
Portland, OR 97202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elodie Huttner
206 West Main Street
Balsam Lake, WI 54810



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am a biologist, and I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is
taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral
ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas
that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and
Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based
fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
B. Conelley
No Way
Frederick, MD 21701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laura Dickey
8 Cathy Ln
Waldwick, NJ 07463



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
June karnitz
299 14th street
fond du lac, WI 54935



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jane Rossiwall
Gagers 16
none
A-6165, Telfes, Austria, CO 81224



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jane Oldfield
70 Leopold Rd
London, ot N2 8BG



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Phil Sawford
3 West Court
Edinburgh, AS EH16 4EB



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jeanette Zawacki
384 Colonial Cir
Geneva, IL 60134



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
vanessa graham
432 jones ave.
toronto, ON m4j3g3



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
belinda b
20 warden road
bristol, ot bs3 1bu



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ema Camara
R. Franc. Rod. Lobo 21 cv esq
Lisboa, ot 1070-133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Natalie Hanson
1815 Briarwood Dr.
Lansing, MI 48917



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Thomas Barringer
26 S Main St
Stockton, NJ 08559



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heike Feldmann
Mozartstraße 27
Griesheim, CA 94122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heike Feldmann
Mozartstraße 27
Griesheim, CA 94122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anna Maria Benjamin
4915 So. Boston Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debbie Evans
20609 NE 157th Street
Kearney, MO 64060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. susan kalan
293 East Main St
293 East Main St
orange, VA 22960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. M Andrews
H4 Olde Carriage Hse Apts
Clinton, NY 13323
 
315-853-5760



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Magnus Holmen
238 Rosemont Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angelene b.
1234
philadelphia, PA 19122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. audrey stevenson
gt sutton st
london, ot EC1V0BY



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margaret Seely
635 Riverside Dr. #7A
New York, NY 10031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mafalda Castro
Rua gondarem 733
Porto, KY 41503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janice Thomas
17620 Matthews
Riverview, MI 48193



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr and Mrs Silverstein
171 Benson Ave
Mansfield, PA 16933



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Baret
E Wash St.
Frankfort, IN 46041



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Wamby
1140 Asturia Ave
Coral Gables, FL 33134



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Law
2630 W. Winnemac
Chicago, IL 60625



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wendy Hedeen
338 Kipling Blvd
Lansing, MI 48912



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. john furlong
204 countyline rd
trevose, PA 19053, PA 19053
 
215 464 2876



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Prakash Shrivastava
California Street
Denver, CO 80202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Trevor  Sharman
30 Beaconsfield Road
Ealing
London, ot W5 5JE UK



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. A Miro
18465 Ohara Dr
Port Charlotte, FL 33948



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frank Korman
9354 Forest Hills Blvd
Dallas, TX 75218



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dan Perrin
12164 7th Ave
Cincinnati, OH 45249



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Hon. Rev. Dhimitri Timotheos Steedman
4600 crowne lake sircle
4600 Crowne Lake Circle Apt 3-B
Jamestown, NC 27282



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Astrid Haigh-Smith
161 Winchester Rd
Basingstoke, ot Rg21 8yf



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Arthur Arnold
234 Lyman Dr
Torrington, CT 06790



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bob Racine
1643 W 5th St
street 2
Mesa, AZ 85201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sacha TODD
2762 N Barcelona Ave
1002 w. hughes
Fayetteville, AR 72703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
luke fressell
775 gulf shore dr.
#9210
destin, FL 32541



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ruth Katz
3645 Blaisdell Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55409



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Andrew Hughes
54 Noons Quarry Rd
Milford, NH 03055



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Helen Boucher
6 Peary Dr
Brunswick, ME 04011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
gail vidito
19 reynolds ave
rehoboth, MA 02769



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Henry Mitchell
2494 Etiwan AVe., Apt. D1
Charleston, SC 29414



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ed Vieira
63 Russek Dr.
Staten Island, NY 10312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kathy Martin
3608 Kemble Ridge Dr
3608 Kemble Ridge Drive
Wake Forest, NC 27587



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
MIKE PATTERSON
510c McKnight Circle
PITTSBURGH, PA 15237



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am very encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking
proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
The Council now has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that
remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike McCool
48 Dorothy Road
Millbury, MA 01527



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Barbara Nash
1201 Gresham Rd
Silver Spring, MD 21044
 
000-000-0000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joani Kirchgessner
10432 W. Monterosa St.
Phoenix, AZ 85037



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Vince Mendieta
6005 Cherry Creek Dr
Austin, TX 78745



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gwen Young
PO Box 68
Templeton, MA 01468



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Graciela Diaz
Humble
Houston, TX 77580



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bernhard Wahr
Turmstr. 29
Loerrach, TX 79539



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anette Munt
64 Clover Lane
Princeton, NJ 08540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elaine Miletta
7647 Clifton Rd
Fairfax Station, VA 22039



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vicki Fox
67 wodenethe dr
beacon, NY 12508



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alex Muir
Burnaby St
Vancouver, CO 11215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeffrey Christo
1521 Alton Road 441
Miami Beach, FL 33139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Karen Wyatt
34 Curry Hill Road
Levittown, PA 19057



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michelle Rekstad
15305 Jodphur Dr.
Bowie, MD 20721



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Diane Redner
28 Cornell Ave
Southampton, PA 18966



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Cronin
1837 E 17th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rose Jenkins
7224 Shaftesbury Ave
Saint Louis, MO 63130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Esposito
2501 Nicole Drive
Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Hoover
12664 Chargers Ct
Fishers, IN 46037



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
gaetano andrea amato
Garibaldi
agrigento, ot 92100



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Collins
4305 sw1st place
Cape Coral , FL 33914



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Sprouse
Pinetop drive
Carthage, NC 28327



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Thanks to the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council for taking proactive steps to
protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an
opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the
Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
Please safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peace and blessings upon the Earth
Peace and blessings to all creatures
Peace and blessings to you and those you hold dear
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Thornlow
5900 Dehaven Rd
Pleasant Garden, NC 27313



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
nancy badura
200 e 10 st
chadron, NE 69337



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Uta Cortimilia
5105 Sundale Ln NE
Fort Payne, AL 35967



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Klein
700 East L St
Benicia, CA 94510



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sarah Healey
17b hailsham rd
nollamara, ot 6062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. ken canty
p.o.box643
oxford, MA 01540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roel Cantu
1010 Hollyfield St
Mission, TX 78572



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rick Sharloch
Box65004
Albuquerque, NM 87193



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Annette Broermann
Auf dem Schollbruch 48a
DE Gelsenkirchen, OH 45899



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ana Lopes
Sesimbra
Sesimbra
Sesimbra, ot 02970



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Duff
2800 N. Lake Shore Dr.
Chicago, IL 60657



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jim Moore
220 N Zapata Hwy Ste 11
220 N Zapata Hiway 11
Laredo, TX 78043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Maria Studer
127 Springtime Ln W
Levittown, NY 11756



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nova Kerjilian
74 Craigie St Apt 19
Somerville, MA 02143



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
paris karali
baarerstraasse
Zug, ot 6300



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. lil paolucci
32 east church road
plymouth meeting, PA 19462



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brad Webb
522 Providence Cir
Statham, GA 30666



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
E Stein
0
Stew, PA 17363



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joseph Klein
700 East L St
Benicia, CA 94510



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
LaCuyetunia Todd
2550 NW 16th Ct
2550 NW 16 Court
Ft Lauderdale, FL 33311



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
LaCuyetunia Todd
2550 NW 16th Ct
2550 NW 16 Court
Ft Lauderdale, FL 33311



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Naomi Gilmore
4390 47th avenue apt 108
Sacramento, CA 95824



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David O'Grady
1883 Brookview Rd
Castleton On Hudson, NY 12309



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Eleni Papakonstandinou
ath
ath, ot 17501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
janet forman
351 west 24 street
apt 12c
new york, NY 10011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
This is an issue of utmost importance and I urge you to take action. I am encouraged that
the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive steps to protect
vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an
opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the
Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate th e proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne McLaughlin
771 Soaring mountain Rd
Hot Springs, NC 28743



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Charles Wear
3628 Lakeside Dr
Louisville, TN 37777



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heidi Parvela
Näkinkuja
Helsinki, ot 00530



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Harrie
1308 Chestnut St
Grand Forks, ND 58201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Louise Bikoff
14 Algonquin Drive
Huntington Sta., NY 11746



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter and Dianna Abbrecht
1352 Steamboat Run Rd
Shepherdstown, wv, WV 25443



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
donald hnatowich
65 naples rd
brookline, MA 02446



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Joyce Koss
1708 Hepplewhite Mews
Virginia Bch, VA 23455



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Sargent
320 Main St
Salem, NH 03079
 
603-458-1805



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dee Morris
39 Russell Street
Medford, MA 02155



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Meyers
1550 Stony Hill Rd.
Hinckley, OH 44233



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Schuchard
1666 Allendale Drive
Nolensville, TN 37135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. lenore sivulich
47 Gloucester Hill Rd
New Gloucester, ME 04260



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
john durkin
5 westmorland close
stockport, ot sk5 8hg



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Christina Stemwell
3472 E Koenig Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53235



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rick Wood
PO Box 803
Burdett, NY 14818



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Montserrat Costa Jou
Apartado cORREOS 4
Maspalomas, ot 35100



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Norman Rolfe
rockwell ave
bristol, NY 12345



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. C Winstead
711 camellia
Tyler, TX 75701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tracy Eve
7323 Narrow Wind Way
Columbia, MD 21046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Georges Labelle
1380 rue Moreau
Prévost, QC J0R 1T0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Corinna Hasbach
589 Smithridge Park
589 Smithridge Park
Reno, NV 89502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
valentina radulescu
foisorului 15
bucharest, CA 2000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Moneca Dunham
6178 s skyline drive
Evergreen, CO 80439



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. George Grafton
3790 Broadbridge Ave
Stratford, CT 06614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jacob Yastrow
567 12 st apt d
Arcata , CA 95521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Hammel
312 McBrien Rd. Apt 338
Chattanooga, TN 37411



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah Richards
514 S Grant St
Laramie, WY 82053



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Walker
26058 Carol Ave
Franklin, MI 48025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Candace Lorkiewicz
Maple Ave
Lisle, IL 60532



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. ken mitsch
2320 parkview ave.
willow grove, PA 19090



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Skalsky
21 Pleasantview Dr
N / A
Athens, OH 45701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
June Friedlander
114 ginseng springs lane
Mc Henry, MD 21541



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert von Zumbusch
1113 Princeton-Kingston Road
Princeton, NJ 08540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Loretta Lehman
54 Glutzshole Rd
Duncannon, PA 17020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Mary Hickey
301 Miller Lake Road
Wooster, OH 44691
 
330-262-7059



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jessie Furman
225 Appleby Dr #111
Athens, GA 30605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Victoria Furio
37 Highland Ave
Yonkers, NY 10705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Drew Pelton
1225 Claremont Dr
Boulder, CO 80305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paula Hutts
2255 Clark Rd
Hartland, MI 48353



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vanda Jaggard
v
Suffolk , VA 23435



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Eva Landeo
100 W 89th St
New York, NY 10024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Clarette Wenta
6053 Third St.
Mayville, MI 48744



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephen Farmer
369 Dutch Ridge Rd
Portsmouth, OH 45662



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. rho andrae-lawford
50 lakest
po box 220
South Wilmington, IL 60474



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Annie Winstead
711 Camellia
Tyler, TX 75701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephen Gliva
713 Mulford St
Unit 1A
Evanston, IL 60202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Webster
106river
Fernie, BC Vob1mo



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ann Fothergill
2121 Speed Ave
Louisville, KY 40205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Winston Sims
P.O. Box 448
Harrisville, NH 03450



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Valentin Manzanedo
8839 E La Palma Dr
Tucson, AZ 85747



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. laurence skirvin
1507 Syble Dr
Villa Rica, GA 30180



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rebecca Gilbert
174 Spring Drive
Roswell, GA 30075



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Shellee Nunley
51510 Avenida Herrera
La Quinta, CA 92253



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lene Hansen
Bygaden
Aalborg, ot 9200



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
michaela fazecas
104 reserve circle
oviedo, FL 32765



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. a c
0
R, NJ 07456



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Knol
0S686 Madison St.
Winfield, IL 60190



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Marsha Ross
2119 Westline Dr
Columbus, IN 47203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. sara carroll
1604 broadmoor
boulder city, NV 89005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Gilles
34114 Gail Dr
North Ridgeville, OH 44039



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brenda fpster
po box 683
port orford, oregon 97465, OR 97465



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael White
5929 Orange Ave.
Long Beach, CA 90805



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tom McCain
1722 Timberlake Ct SE
vancouver, WA 98503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lucilene Morandi
Rua Mexico 745
Niteroi - RJ, ot 24320-055



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margie Richards
842 Mary Meadows La
Creve Coeur, MO 63141



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ivo Müller
Goethestr. 4
Villingen, ot 78048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Zorika Henderson
7 Sunny Knoll Rd
Ithaca, NY 14850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Sewell
360 Prairie Ave.
Wilmington, OH 45177



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
andrea stevens
5 Payne Terrace
Brighton, CA 95910



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lena Nilsson
28821 Shady Ln
Laguna Beach, CA 92651



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Simone Lippmann
Haßlinghauser Str. 9
Gevelsberg, ot 58285



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brad Wakeman
Unemployed
39194 State Route 303
Grafton, OH 44044
 
(440)355-4529



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Monica Esteve
C/ Major 8 bis
Vilanova del Camí, ot 08788



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Silvas
3702 Quitman Street
Denver, CO 80212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Russell Upstill
4563 W Tyson St
Chandler, AZ 85226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. JoAn Schulz
11833 W Riverhaven Dr
Homosassa, FL 34448



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Murphy
1100 Broad Street
Richmond, VA 23220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anna Winroope
3 High Firs
Gills Hill
Radlett, ot WD7 8BH



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Marcotte
156 River
Oakville, ON l6h5n7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jose R Ramos
6015 Fresh Pond Rd Apt C8
Maspeth, NY 11378
 
7183147021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
T Stewart
245 Candlebrook Rd
King of Prussia, PA 19406



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve A
102 CCC Rd
Gaston, NC 28052



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. eric klein
1192 Park Rd
Elverson, PA 19520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
KRISTINE MOORE
4015 Soundview Dr W
University Place, WA 98466



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Carol Painter
141 Westhaven Rd
Ithaca, NY 14850



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Patten
65 Staniels Rd
Chichester, NH 03285



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Howard Masin
813 Bordeaux Ct
813 Bordeaux Ct
Manchester, MO 63011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barb Holtz
245 E 25th St
2K
New York, NY 10010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ricardo Hernandez
P. O. Box 1430
Bilbao, MI 48080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ryan Ellis
709 W 98th St
Kansas City, MO 64114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
rory tipping
408-872 william st.
london, ON N5Y 2S4



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Odden
450 ford rd
st louis park, MN 55426



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. carol quandt
PO Box 672
Hampshire, IL 60140



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Mary-Frances Mitchell
21 Sandpiper Drive
21 Sandpiper Drive
St Augustine, FL 32080



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Helena Gebrier
Calle Gaviota
Isla Mujeres, ot 77400



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Art Shelly
P O Box 1554
Easron, PA 18044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Victoria Linkin
8748 Manalang Rd
Las Vegas, NV 89123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Charest
15 Ohayo Drive
West Hurleu, NY 12491



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
alana schwartz
395 Ridge Road
Schodack Landing, NY 12156



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne McManus
516 S. 4th Street
Bayport, MN 55003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anita Thomason
10917 Pickford Way
Culver City, CA, CA 90230



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Smith
46 Woods Ave
Somerville, MA 02144



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
June Bernard
4966 Gittings Drive
Gibsonia, PA 15044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marianne Mills
2529 David St
Juneau, AK 99801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Cole
947 St. Martin St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sylvia Rodriguez
227 E 5th St Apt 3FW
New York, NY 10003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Gayle Schuett
4171 Bishopsgate Way
Powell, OH 43065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mitch Cholewa
N7768 Amsterdam Prairie Rd
Holmen, WI 54636



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michelle Bentley
PO Box 1861
Bryson City, NC 28713



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Rees
400 S Simms St
Lakewood, CO 80228



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Young
2905 1st Ave #112
Seattle, WA 98121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. C Willis
605 Prospect
S. Pasadena, CA 91030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rashida Paul
48 johnsontown rd.
sloatsburg, NY 10974



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eugenio Pepe
Via Esposito
Napoli, ot 80100



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Alexander
15615 Camden Meadows Ct
Woodbine, MD 21797



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Margaret Murray
3271 S Clay St
Englewood, CO 80110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
madeleine ascott
17212 n scottsdale rd #2090
scottsdale, AZ 85255



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Philip Ellett
106 CheerfulCt
Austin, TX 78734



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Herdtle
7710 Banks Court
Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Barbara Barone
18 Eastbourne crescent
patchogue
Ny, NY 11772



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stacy Bloodworth
268 third
Ashland, OR 97520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jessica McGuire
804 N Riley Ave
Indianapolis, IN 46201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jasper Dionisio
147 W Demarest Ave
Englewood, NJ 07631



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Raymond Farrington
2103 South Ave
2103 South Ave.
Syracuse, NY 13207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Dane Horn
631 Dixon Branch Road
Loretto, TN 38469
 
931-853-4219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Judith Goulding
190 Bridge St
Salem, MA 01970



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Randy Filipic
5650 S KYRENE
TEMPE, AZ 85283



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lois Josimovich
41 Royal Ave.
Cambridge, MA 02138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Kolodziej
67 Orchard Rd
Chatham, NJ 07928



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
LILIANA PAPANIKOLAOU
SONIEROU 20
ATHENS, DE 10438



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carl Kohls
506 Meadow Road
Syracuse, NY 13219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marie Louise Henriksgård
Bårdgränd 12
Bromma /Stockholm, ot SE



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Ruzza
8 Windham Center Road
Windham, CT 06280



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Martin Steitz
21853 Iden Avenue Pl N
Forest Lake, MN 55025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erin Gentry
604 Prairie Avenue
Cleburne, TX 76033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Shuman
35 Sudbury St
Maynard, MA 01754



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. rodney hemmila
1889 Whitaker St
1889 whitaker st
Saint Paul, MN 55110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
tay coban
s. elm dr.
l.a., CA 90035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
It has come to my attention that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking
proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. I
am SO SO pleased!!  Thank you. 
 
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem- based fisheries
management.
 
To that end, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document - none - as the risk of
opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the
objectives of Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as
vessel monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
These gentle creatures are so important to me, and I want them protected for children's
children and future generations.  I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now
by establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections
in New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering
extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
I greatly appreciate your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nancy Foster
2036 E 32nd St
Davenport, IA 52807



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark Soenksen
204 1st St W
204 1st St West
Newhall, IA 52315



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Olivia Schlosser
9 Atwoodville Lane
Mansfield Center, CT 06250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maggie Hawk
P.O. Box 219
Vernon,, AZ 85940



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Yoon
3439 Karen Ave.
Long Beach, CA 90808



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Heather Ummel
37 North Terrace
Fargo, ND 58102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joanne Blythe
1209 Munroe Ave.
Saskatoon, SK S7H 2G3



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Bulman
1234 Cobble Stone Way
Quakertown, PA 18951



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joseph Brown
211 N. Linden St.
Hammond, LA 70401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. nancy simon
321 Anacapa St Ste D
Santa Barbara, CA 93101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
charlotte l
2603
duluth, GA 30097



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark Walton
1800 S Exchange St
Wichita, KS 67213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Francesco  Tammone
Verderuolo 90
Potenza, ot 85100



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anita Walsh
PO Box 1046
Corrales, NM 87048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marjori DickersonRynberg
64 Newell Road
Yarmouth, ME 04096



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph Harper
1087 Freeway Dr
Reidsville, NC 27320



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Beatrice Kozak
142 East 27th Street
New York, NY 10016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ann Stetser
1700 NW North River Dr
Miami, FL 33125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Uribe
4839 Wesleyan
San Antonio, TX 78249



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rachel Miller
59 Rosedale St
59 Rosedale Street
Rochester, NY 14620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Mandy Parry
9580 Brandy Spring Ln Apt 302
Sandy, UT 84070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Arlene Keener
716 Victor Rd
Virginia Beach, VA 23454



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vincent DiTizio
233 Ilyssa Way
Staten Island, NY 10312



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Shirley Randolph
290 Barkentine Ct.
Aptos, CA 95003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Linda Doyle
208 N Wayne St
Orwigsburg, PA 17961



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mike Kane
1229 N Mansfield Ave Apt 206
Los Angeles, CA 90038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra DeSimone
Moorpark street
Studio city, CA 91602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joy Maddox
12328 TRumbull Av
Alsip, IL 60803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rebecca Stallings
2340 Eldridge St
Pittsburgh, PA 15217



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeff Hanna
217 Palm Ave. E.
Nokomis, FL 34275



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Kahle
4530 Oxbow Creek Place
Fair Oaks, CA 95628



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Isabelle Gramond
4 rue de Wolfenbuttel Sevres France
France, ot France



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sherry Knoppers
3450 9 Mile Rd NW
Sparta, MI 49345



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Amy Immel
3301 Monroe St NE Unit L126
Albuquerque, NM 87110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margaret Gallagher
1335 Artists Lane
Bel Air, MD 21015



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christopher Adams
900 dean lee drive
baton rouge, LA 70820



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Erline Towner
49 Quarry Cir
Milford, NH 03055



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrew Dunbar
40 Summer Street
Peterborough, NH 03458



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maggie Davidson
750 Pine Dr Apt 11
Pompano Beach, FL 33060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kate Farrell
2515 S. Holly Pl.
Denver, CO 80222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
There isn't much a lay person such as myself to add to this letter except my hopes that you
will protect this important natural resource.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Debra Barnhardt
3416 Zenith Ave N
Robbinsdale, MN 55422



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patrcia Soteropoulos
16 Vincent St
Chatham, NJ 07928



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anna Weiland
1023 Mateo Camino
Woodland Park, CO 80863



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laura Nevins
2706 Stuart St
Burns, TN 37029



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aaron Senegal
1313 Mariposa St.
Richmond, CA 94804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cookie Anderson
138 W Van Norman Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
marcia rowland
24871 US Hwy 50
Cotopaxi, CO 81223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
marcia rowland
24871 US Hwy 50
Cotopaxi, CO 81223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jacqueline Birnbaum
311 Bronxville Road
Bronxville, NY 10708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. B.J. Herbison
203 Long Hill Rd
Bolton, MA 01740



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
We are just becoming aware of the devastation that human action is having on the oceans.
We need to consider the long-term consequences of what we do to keep oceans viable
and ideally thriving.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah Gouge
7524 Carriage Lane
Pittsburgh, PA 15221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kalinke ten Hulzen
Jan Vermeerstraat 11
Ede, ot 6717 SL



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angelo Uhl
Spokane
Spokane, WA 98115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Gertig
310 Kouba Dr
Bellevue, NE 68005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Salazar
1125 Balclutha Drive, Apt 107
Foster City, CA 94404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I urge the council to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16.
 
Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Peggy La Point
1900 Highland Park Cir
Denton, TX 76205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Nearing
5172 Hardy Rd.
Vassar, MI 48768



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Romie Ruiz
2901 McKinley
El Paso, TX 79930



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Nearing
5172 Hardy Rd.
Vassar, MI 48768



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bo Dhi
Hauptstr
Tuebingen, ot 73774



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vikki Marshall
Middleton Road
Liverpool, ot L22 4RJ



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Love
POBox 11
McKenna, WA 98558



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Burnett
P.O. Box 170
Crested Butte, CO 81224



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
dennis allen
1427 Tunnel Road
Santa Barbara, CA 93105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Louise Mann
10201 River Rd
Petersburg, VA 23803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
 The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
 Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Shoop
2318 Parkwoods Rd
St. Louis Park, MN 55416



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vicki Tomola
PO Box 744
Point Arena, CA 95468



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. G Andrew Bauer
527 Windwood Rd
Baltimore, MD 21212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Chere
2121 Blake St
Berkeley, CA 94704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kimberly Triola
33
h, NJ 07733



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Kashka Kubzdela
2721 Clarkes Landing Dr
Oakton, VA 22124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Cartwright
29 Upper Idlewild Dr.
New Castle, PA 16101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Randall Paske
3958 Warwick Boulevard
Kansas City, MO 64111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margaret J Nelson
2206 Green Bay Rd
Evanston, IL 60201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Les Roberts
1134 E. Lansing Way
Fresno, CA 93704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ruth McD
General Delivery
Redmond, OR 97756



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
April Adams
186 Thomas Rd.
Livingston, TN 38570



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah Lyons
326 W Withrow St Apt 1
Oxford OH 45056, OH 45056



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erasmo Joseph Furiati
urb. el pñal. nº 10
barquisimeto-lara, ot 3001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pier Luigi Barberini
v. A. Moro 16A
Civitella San Paolo RM, ot 00060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
KEVIN BOLEMBACH
46 MARLBORO ROAD
CLIFITON, NJ 07012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Alan Hainkel
1930 NE Parvin Rd
Kansas City, MO 64116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Bettye Short
2402 Broken Oak
Austin, TX 78745



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jean Katayama
509 NE 124th St
Seattle, WA 98125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Yael Shimshon
Vardinon
Jerusalem, ot 93744



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John randall
3522 Wyoming Blvd NE Apt 307
3522 Wyoming Blvd. NE Apt. 307
Albuquerque, NM 87111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Yael Shimshon
Vardinon
Jerusalem, ot 93744



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Pete Sandifer
3373 Buckboard rd.
Montgomery, AL 36116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Nick Barcott
1913 Harbor Sands Ln
Freeland, WA 98087



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Barry Rabichow
435 N Oak Park Ave # 1
Oak Park, IL 60302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheila Alban
421 S. 7th Street
La Porrte, TX 77571



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Patricia Towers
5033 Clavel Ct
Woodland Hills, CA 91364



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. sabrina mazza
via roma
grandola ed uniti, ot 22010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jeffrey Nosbaum
editor
2800 Elliott Avenue
Apt. 730
Seattle, WA 98121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. donna Kendall
930 Carraway St
Carraway Street
Tallahassee, FL 32308



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nikola Dobri?
Živka Davidovi?a 112
Belgrade, ot 11050



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Veerle van de Velde
Ronsen Heerweg 66
Oudenaarde, ot 9700



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jacqueline Brum
15 Walter Drive
North Kingstown, RI 02852



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Eva Grey
3741 Schutt Way
Sacramento, CA 95838



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Saul Schreier
6 Hancock Pl
Somerset, NJ 08873



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Gysler
3629 N Magnolia Ave
3629 North Magnolia Avenue
Chicago, IL 60613



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Perlene Lake
3081 E. Tybalt Court
Meridian, ID 83642



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Patrik O'Meara
1573 Carroll St
Clearwater, FL 33755



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paige Harrison
215 West 90 Street
#3A
New York, NY 10024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Benjamin Krohling
1819 South 5th Street, #104
Minneapolis, MN 55454



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Stacey Wolfe
8225 Bodkin ave
Lake Shore, MD 21122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
chris beetley-hagler
jefferson ave.
redwood city, CA 94062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Spradlin
307 Wilson Dr. SW
Jacksonville, AL 36265



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
deborah kelly
po box 800
pahoa, HI 96778



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
michael music
PO Box 390069
Anza, CA 92539



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
 Climate Change has taken a toll of coral, I understand that 50% of coral has been
destroyed by excessive acidic water R/T warmer ocean water. Destruction of Coral from
bottom fishing gear will further destroy remaining Coral.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. gerry collins
25291 Madrone Dr
madrone drive
Murrieta, CA 92563



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jared Misner
2029 Whitney Dr
Clearwater, FL 33760



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. c sebeste
PO Box 364
Ester, AK 99725



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dana Atnip
1436 Pearson St
Ferndale, MI 48220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Oliver Dickerson
474 48th AVE
APT 10A
Long Island City, NY 11109
 
718-340-1868



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Petty Fools who are ungrateful for their life:
 
Once you destroy the coral, I will turn to pure energy and destroy you.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Padier
6687 Goodland Loop
San Angelo, TX 76901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. chris defrank
7100 Balboa Blvd Unit 703
Van Nuys, CA 91406



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Glass
736 Hayes Ave
Oak Park, IL 60302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julia Waller
155 Herne Hill
London, ot SE24 9LR



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mike Lynxwiler
9719A Gravois Rd
9719 Gravois Rd.
Saint Louis, MO 63123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patti Richards
Box 335
Outlook, SK S0L 2N0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Roe Emery
3153 S Gaylord St
Englewood, CO 80113



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. lisa nardi
2 forest drive
port washington, NY 11050



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Alejandro Munoz
2053 NW 78 Ave
Miami, FL 33122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dorothy Larco
9401 SW Taylor St
Portland, OR 97225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Riika Vilkko
Steniuksentie
Helsinki, ot 00320



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Winifred Johanson
72 Laurel Dr
New Providnce, NJ 07974



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
JORDAN EVANS
1429 Thickett Rd
Castleton On Hudson, NY 12033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sonia Liskoski
7 Mary St
Coraopolis, PA 15108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Eckler
175 Everett Street
Lakewood, CO 80226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mark Petty
951 17th Ave SE Apt 2
951 SE 17th Ave, #2
Minneapolis, MN 55414



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Laurel Wagner
12542 State Route 521
12542 State Route 521, Sunbury OH 43074
Sunbury, OH 43074



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susen Shapiro
405 Murray Blvd.
Summerville, SC 29483



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Dougherty
1221 Hawleyton Tpke
Brackney, PA 18812



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Debra Brackett
1329 16th Ave Apt 2
San Francisco, CA 94122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Trinity Court,Mary Betteridge
38 Trinity Court
Ooxford Road
Halifax, ot HX1 2GX



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Thank you for considering the importance of deep-sea coral ecosystems.  Please
designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of the defined canyons as off-
limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears.
 
Until we know more about these biological communities and their importance to other
components of ocean ecosystems they must be protected. Please pass and implement the
strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paulette Schindele
2442 Tamara Ln
San Marcos, CA 92069



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jorie Polainer
2456 s. orange
Mesa, AZ 85207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
We need to be constantly aware of our decisions and how they impact the planet.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Rouleau
68 Wethersfield Avenue
Hartford, CT 06114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kerry Schindl
N6648 Lorraine Rd
Delavan, WI 53115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Samantha Miller
Telford St
Cinn, OH 45220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ronda Downey
1159 Verdemar Drive
Alameda, CA 94502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Krikourian
4100 Milano Ct
El Dorado Hls, CA 95762



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donye sacco
via grosseto 32
Rome, ot 00176



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sharon Bailey
1704 Baylor Drive
Richardson, TX 75081



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donye sacco
via grosseto 32
Rome, ot 00176



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bill Laestadius
6228 84th Ave SE
Mercer Island, WA 98040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Azzi
363 Inverness Pkwy      #3-203
Englewood, CO 80112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Frank Traniello
3808 Pheasant Lane
Middleboro, MA 02346



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Arnal
2331 Adonis Cir
St.George, UT 84790



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jon Martell
62 Spring St
Westerly, RI 02891



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Beth Fox
18 COLLINS RD
Mercerville , NJ 08619



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
gabriele jefferson
stotzheimer str. 127
euskirchen, ot 53881



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dan Nelson
3010 Winnetka Ave N Apt 423
Crystal, MN 55427



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Melanie Bond
6019 Van Simmons Rd
Van Simmons Rd
Wauchula, FL 33873



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Luciano
5941 Willard Dr #16-D
Hanahan, SC 29410



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandra Watts Kennedy
514 NW 31st Ln
Gainesville, FL 32609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Cohen
2730 Middle Road
Davenport, IA 52803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ralph Koo
5440 Manila av
Oakland, CA 94618



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Walter Loquet
louis van regenmortellei 29
Borsbeek, VA 23320



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Gravereaux
1919 34th Ave
Richmond
Oakland, CA 94601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marlen Ortega Cruz
4144 West 57th Place
Chicago, IL 60629



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Frederick Pianalto
1303 E University Blvd # 20759
Tucson, AZ 85719



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sandra albo
VIA SACCHETTI 61
SESTO SAN GIOVANNI, ot 20099



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jackie Adam
Box 194
Fargo, ND 58108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amy Harrison
614 fair oaks ave
oak park, IL 60302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ken Berry
350 cr 699
farmersville, TX 75442



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Walton
2152 Bock St
Santa Rosa, CA 95445



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Theresa McNulty
100 Lorraine Dr
East Bridgewater, MA 02333



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kenna Sommer
74 Crestmont Avenue
Asheville, NC 28806



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Achim Perli
Donauschwabenstraße 58
Mosbach, DE 74821



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Suzanne Kaufmann
PO Box 691
Hillsboro, OR 97123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Bloom
485 West Shore rd
So. Hero, VT 05486



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Sullivan
49 Thompson St
South Glastonbury, CT 06073



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Barbara McGarvey
1209 Zinfandel Dr
Roseville, CA 95747



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Keith and Barbara Cooksey
PO Box 1
PO Box 1070
Manhattan, MT 59741



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Hall
538 Dekalb St
Port Orchard, WA 98366



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ruth Smith
86 Sherdley Park Drive
St Helens
St. Helens, ot WA9 3TN



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jenelle Beckwith
433 W. Liberty Street
Evansville, WI 53536



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erika Ranzi
Via Gesuita
Faenza, ot 48018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dominique Holy
219 Evergreen Hts SW
Calgary, AB T3Y3Y8



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nina Diamante
321 S. San Vicente Blvd. #402
Los Angeles, CA 90048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Rev Crow Swimsaway PhD
6560 State Route 356
New Marshfld, OH 45766



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Larry Bohs
5001 Murphy School Road
Durham, NC 27705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sheryl Lodge
North Centre Road
London, ON N6G5A4



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Renee Caputo
28W521 Purnell
West Chicago, IL 60185



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
magaly leger
rt st cezaire
callian, ID 83440



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
magaly leger
rt st cezaire
callian, ID 83440



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems, and I urge
the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of the defined
canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears.. The Council has an
opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the
Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carol Gisselquist
29 W Governor Rd
Hershey, PA 17033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Earl Wajenberg
103 Center St.
Goffstown, NH 03045



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cindy Borske
1029 1st.  NW
Mason City, IA 50401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. holly heighberger
6560 Chaffee Ct
Brecksville, OH 44141



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Scott Butts
21 N Union St Apt B
Burlington, VT 05401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Diana Baker
10961 Calistoga Springs Ct
Las Vegas, NV 89144



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathleen LePoer
11 Nagog Hill Rd
Littleton, MA 01460



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jeanne Miller
1916 Arietta Ave SE
Olympia, WA 98501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Sullivan
2229 N.Brighton Pl.
Arlington Heights, IL 60004



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joanna Cutting-brady
854 Mammoth Rd
854 Mammoth
Dracut, MA 01826



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy O'Neil
14 Roysann Way
Durham, NH 03824



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. P J September
45 Lyons Pl
Westwood, NJ 07675



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bridget Pavitt
Axminster Road
LONDON, DC N76BP



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Amy P. Mathews
1671 Highway 36 E
Milner, GA 30257



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Christine Sepulveda
458 W Summerfield Cir
Anaheim, CA 92802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ryan Nestler
742 John St
Pecatonica, IL 61063



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carolyn Vaughn
307 Shawnee Rd
Ebensburg, PA 15931



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maureen Cleveland-Ryan
1197 North Ave.
Burlington, VT 05408



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kimm Carter
3762 Kincaid St
Eugene, OR 97405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Quaintance
35 N. Pearl St.
Buffalo, NY 14202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne-Françoise FARAMIN
5A Rue Jacques de Molay
BEAUNE, ot 21200



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. craig conn
1200 Termon Ave
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
 
0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynn Webber
10149 Cristobal Dr.
Spring Valley, CA 91977



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dennis St.Pierre
P.O.Box 285
Forest Knolls, CA 94933



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Annette Novak
146 East Portola Avenue
Los Altos, CA 94022



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Theresa Lange
834 S 8th St
Norfolk, NE 68701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marisa Mercado
810 Sherman Ct
Marina, CA 93933



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Bigwood
211 Leghrand Ct
League City, TX 77573



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Rosen
66 W 94th St Apt 18E
New York, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christeen Anderson
4609 Top Flight Dr.
4609 Top F
Crestview, FL 32539



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cheryl Lederman
1214 Arboles
Espanola, NM 87532



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Randi Klein
95 Maynard Rd.
Northampton, MA 01060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amanda Zangara
205 Ragle ave S
Sebastopol, CA 95472



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Andy Berkvist
15 Bright Ave
Northampton, MA 01060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
BK Young
alan black
Loxahatchee, FL 33470



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Craig Conn
1200 Termon Ave
Pittsburgh, PA 15212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kim Thomas
9357 lake murray blvd
b
san diego , CA 92119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems; however, at
this time, the Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that
remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I strongly urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone
and each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16.
 
Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jean and James Genasci
3091 Mill Vista Rd
Highlands Ranch CO, CO 80129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. linda murrell
316 Trails of Sunbrook
St Charles, MO 63301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
Petra Graf
 
 
Petra Graf
Malplaquetstr.
Berlin, ot 13347



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Alice Marcial
PO Box 477
Blairstown, NJ 07825



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. katharine madjid
PO Box 644
Volcano, HI 96785



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert McKay
12 Monmouth St
Red Bank, NJ 07701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Rosa
160 westmont
west hartford, CT 06117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Bonnie Tighe
515 S 18th St
Coeur D Alene, ID 83814



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Goodrich
2098 23rd St.
Boulder, CO 80304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margit Otterbach
Brockhausengasse 20
Vienna, ot 1220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. kay mueller
222-14av
seattle, WA 98102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Guadalupe Gamallo
Caroubans,11
Ames, ot 15864



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alana Willroth
1605 Birch Lake Ave
White Bear Lake, MN 55110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martin Lemos
Caroubans,11
Ames, ot 15864



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Baker
3226 Conifer Dr
Santa Rosa, CA 95404



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. dena allen
8026 Washington Ave
Sebastopol, CA 95472



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maria Valdemi
1 Rosebud Drive
Stony Point, NY 10980



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ann Rennacker
31200 Sherwood Rd
Fort Bragg, CA 95437



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Val Sanfilippo
3246 Ashford St
San Diego, CA 92111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lise Brenner
231 Jackson St
#2
Brooklyn, NY 11211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marlene Andersen
300 S Pointe Dr
Miami Beach, FL 33139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dlaine Bostic
2109 East Admiral Drive
Virginia Beach, VA 23451



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Quinton Crawford
225 Santa Ana Court
Fairfield, CA 94533



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. V. Euripides
26 Lakeshore Dr
Oakland, NJ 07436



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janet Moser
45 Kildare Road
45 Kildare Road
Island Park, NY 11558



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sammy Low
20420 Marine Dr, Apt P2
Stanwood, WA 98292



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
claudia correia
pt
pt
ny, MD 21250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
claudia correia
pt
pt
ny, MD 21250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
claudia correia
pt
pt
ny, MD 21250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
It is encouraging that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.  The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine.  Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
The Council should designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each of the defined
canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears.  This should include mid-water
trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.  Safeguarding the 200-
meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation benefit while allowing
current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon.  There should be no new
exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas
to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of Amendment 16.
Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
Please safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong plan.  This will serve as an example for similar protections in New
England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans.  Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
MaryRose Randall
928 Falls Rd
Rock Hill, SC 29730



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Susi  Wilbur
1716 essex road
charlottesville, VA 22901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Margaret Keylin
PO Box 2221
Frederiksted, VI 00841



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joe Tutt
7613 Cornell Dr
Rowlett, TX 75088



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrew Fox
2670 Turbot Ave
Watsontown, PA 17777



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joseph Wenzel
33 Larpenteur Ave. E
Maplewood, MN 55118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kay Roberts
13 Prestwood Close
Plumstead
London, AK 11111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ricky Buttery
6395 Wien Ln.
Cocoa, FL 32927



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. marguerite slobodian
9218 magnolia court
davie, FL 33328



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dolores Cohenour
3023 Alcotty Street
San Diego, CA 92106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Bowman
1433 Haight St Apt 4
1433 Haight #4/San Francisco, Ca 94117
San Francisco, CA 94117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Federico Bortoletto
Via Tiziano Vecellio 24
padova, ot 35020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Gazzola
236-B Edgewater Park
Bronx, NY 10465



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pat Bryan
820 Hitchock
Lilsle, IL 60532



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
M. Starr
408 Haisla, B.C. V0T 2B0
Haisla, BC V0T 2B0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Claudia Bosshammer-Bilimek
1015 N 2nd St
Atchison, KS 66002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Cameron Coffman
5225 Blakelee Ave. 429
North Hollywood, CA 91601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sylvia r
5500 nw 69th
lauderhil, FL 33319



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lori Tishgart
PO Box 473
Ross, CA 94957



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Christine B
455 Argyle Road
Brooklyn, NY 11218



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Nadeau
274 Covell Rd
Fairfield, ME 04937



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Greta Lee
2519 Hoot Owl Dr
Hillsborough, NC 27278



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
M. Sazonov-Robinson
900 Meridian East
Milton, WA 98354



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeanette Snow
633 Kumquat Way
Oceanside, CA 92058



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. lodiza lepore
334 Dewey St
Bennington, VT 05201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cathy Ream
15506Kendall Cr Rd
Clinton, MT 59825



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Barry Rabichow
435 N Oak Park Ave # 1
Oak Park, IL 60302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jolie Graf
Revenue Agent
701 Whispering Pines Way
Fitchburg, WI 53713
 
6086691873



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathryn Woods
119 beacon street
Chelsea, MA 02150



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ellen Wasfi
286 Pine Valley Rd
Dover, DE 19904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Isaline Jamar
Rue des Moulins, 21
Archennes, ot 1390



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ryan Schleich
945 Warwick Ln
Lake Zurich, IL 60047



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
michael dalbergaria
47 washington st
warren, RI 02885



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Rolland Cory
17685 Vine Ct
Fontana, CA 92335



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Rolland Cory
17685 Vine Ct
Fontana, CA 92335



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Rolland Cory
17685 Vine Ct
Fontana, CA 92335



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lanier Hines
3015 Catalpa Court
Redding, CA 96002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Moszyk
4278 Bordeaux
St Louis, MO 63129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janet E Dunham
291 Owings Creek Rd
Hamilton, MT 59840



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Thomas Blaney
3741 Windscape Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73179



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kim Sellon
1253 Springfield Ave #200
New Providence, NJ 07974



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrea Kingston
201 Totara North Road
R D 2 Kaeo NEW ZEALAND, ot NZ 0479



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Edward Rengers
391 John Joy Rd
Woodstock, NY 12498



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stuart Mork
7710 31st Ave NW
Seattle, WA 98117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am gratified that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive steps
to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has
an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine.
Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems,
and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Schuman
616 Rehwinkle Rd
Northfield, OH 44067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. joe swierkosz
633 N Maple Ave
Palatine, IL 60067
 
8479630197



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sammy Low
20420 Marine Dr, Apt P2
Stanwood, WA 98292



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Henderson
1500 calming water drive
orange park, FL 32003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. a metcalf
290 tri-town rd.
vergennes, VT 05491



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Henderson
1500 calming water drive
orange park, FL 32003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Stephanie McCarren
1250 Providence Dr
Lawrenceville, GA 30044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Haney
1980 Western Ave.
Apt. 612
Albany, NY 12203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth Guthrie
944 Summitville Drive
Webster, NY 14580



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Anish Dube
2359 Boalt Ave
Simi Valley, CA 93063



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marilyn Graziano
v. casavecchia
trofarello, ot 10020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dan Sherman
426 Mill Street
Boyertown, PA 19512



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angela Stuebben
18 Steeple Drive
Hillsborough, NJ 08844



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Wendy Jaques
2750 Butte Cir
Sedalia, CO 80135



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Yvonne Prete
22 Linden Pl Apt 8
Brookline, MA 02445



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Andrea Frank
39171 Bernice Ter.
Beach Park, IL 60099



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Indira Santiago
62
Tacoma, WA 98409



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bruce Abbott
3 Slates End
Newark, DE 19702



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Thea Hetzner
3045 Hobart St
3045 Hobart St.
Woodside, NY 11377



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pat LeBaron
2368 Amaryllis
Medford, OR 97504



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anna Schmid
Schlingheide 11
Ostercappeln, ot 49179



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Dorothy Stoner
1130 Longford Rd
Bartlett, IL 60103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Paulette Finnegan
10707 Wrightwood Ave
Melrose Park, IL 60164



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angel Alaris
Bryn heulwen
Newtown, SC SY16 3DX



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lauri Riley Dowling
13846 Kittridge St.
Valley Glen, CA 91405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Darrell Clarke
158 S. Madison Ave. #102
Pasadena, CA 91101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine.
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
 Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Dr. K. Stahl
na
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lois Jordan
9161 E. Walnut Tree Dr.
Tucson, AZ 85749



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joan Smith
765F Portola St
San Francisco, CA 94129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kerstin Green
9431 Live Oak Pl # 208
Davie, FL 33324



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ms Marcy Powers
110 Willow Way
110 Willow Way
Lady Lake, FL 32159



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Meaghan Simpson
2401 Newburg Road
2401 Newburg Roadq
Fortuna, CA 95540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Judith Hazelton
1617 us rt 7 s
Bennington, VT 05201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cornelius Devlin III
213 Old Germantown Road
East Peoria, IL 61611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. anthony montapert
1375 ficus way
ventura, CA 93004
 
1-805-323-5658



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Irene Kibalo
43 E Collingswood Ave
Haddon Twp, NJ 08107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christeen Anderson
4609 Top Flight Dr.
4609 Top F
Crestview, FL 32539



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
irene harrison
6 percival close
notts, ot ng 17 2ba



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Scott
7040 E 400 S
Knox, IN 46534



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Burchard
122 Main St.
Camden, NY 13316



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Meryl Pinque
357 Odlin Rd
Bangor, ME 04401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Avra Leigh
2470 Layman Trestle Rd
Harrisonburg, VA 22802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marlene Friedrich
55 Wiggins Rd.
Loudon, NH 03307



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. anthony montapert
1375 ficus way
ventura, CA 93004
 
1-805-323-5658



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Knipp
60 Seaman Ave., #2E
New York, NY 10034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jessica Foster
3156 S Quincy Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carol Walker
29 Jefferson St.
Winthrop, MA 02152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sofia tsiamouri
7 ploutonos str
athens, ot 175 62



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeanne Marple
12248 SW Meader Way
Beaverton, OR 97008



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. janet maker
925 Malcolm Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
kathleen chippi
35 E 1st
nederland, CO 80466



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. elizabeth zenker
PO Box 453
Arcata, CA 95518



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeff Stewart
PO Box 3381
Ashland, OR 97520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kevin Kriescher
4 E 32 St #106
baltimore, MD 21218



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vicki DeChiazza
8 Arlington Ave
Kennebunkport, ME 04046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jason Kemple
28 Homestead Farm Rd
Milford, NJ 08848



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rich Ryan
3339 Central Ave NE
Albuquerque, NM 87106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathleen Richard
39 Skyline Drive
Glen Mills, PA 19342



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ed Cornwell
2504 Propes Ave
Granite City, IL 62040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Mary Derengowski
29 Norwood Ave
Montclair, NJ 07043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Brunton
12718 Forest Hills Drive
Tampa, FL 33605



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
A D
414 Orchard Dr.
Burbank, CA 91506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Rubin
PO Box 420
Kilauea, HI 96754



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Brenda Michaels
15617 258th Pl. SE
Issaquah, WA 98027



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frederick S. Lockwood IV
324 Flower Ave. West
Watertown, NY 13601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Alan Bailey
715 Emerson Drive
Rockford, IL 61108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
This protection is really necessary!
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tom Bailey
45 Upland Rd
Concord, MA 01742



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Nora Polk
6405 SE 62nd Ave
Portland, OR 97206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
norma laborie
1 RUE HENRI FARMAN
PERPIGNAN, ot 66000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Benesovsky
764 Runnymede Avenue
Coquitlam, BC V3J 2V1



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elida Treanor
2829 avon avenue
concord, CA 94520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lois Gullerud
1208 W Daniel St
Champaign, IL 61821



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Geoffrey MCCORQUODALE
Shepherdshaugh,Fordoun
Laurencekirk, ot AB30 1JQ



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Addie Lucas
3543 Lake Rd
Solon Springs, WI 54873



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Caitlin Burton
700 N Colorado Blvd, #179
Denver, CO 80206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Cline
8801 W. Belleview Ave. #A302
Littleton, CO 80123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rick Whitman
730 Moccasin Trl
Billings, MT 59105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. lilian wisniewski
26 Hallock St Apt 3
Amherst, MA 01002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Reising
776 W River Rd.
Vermilion, OH 44089



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brian Paradise
13 Arbor Club Dr. # 315
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jason Ellis
849 50th St.
Sacramento , CA 95819



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Beth Copanos
5250 W. 53rd Ave.
Lot 26
Arvada, CO 80002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins & Council Members:
 
I am happy to know that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to
prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such protections
would be in line with the objectives of NOAA's Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and
Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based
fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to ALL destructive bottom fishing gears, including mid-
water trawl gear. Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the
highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas on which
they most rely. There should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the
risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine
the objectives of Amendment 16.
 
I also support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, aboard
fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
We must safeguard those ecological, irreplaceable treasures that we have not yet
destroyed.  Surival of life on this planet, including humans, depends on us starting to heal
the damage that has been done, especially in the oceans.
 
Please establish a strong plan to serve as an example for similar protections in New
England and around the U.S. and the world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sue Hayden
4601 Rogers Rd
Durham, NC 27704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Suneet Srivastava
100 Logan Avenue
Toronto, ON M4M2M8



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maria Geczy M.D.
601Van Ness Ave, #242
San Francisco, CA 94102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Birgit Walch
Stone Church Rd E
Hamilton, ON L8W 0B1



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kim Coffin
30 cumberland st
brunswick, ME 04011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Amma Ra
Bryn Heulwen. Bettws, Cedewain.
Newtown
Powys, UK, ot SY21 *TU



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lee Michalsky
153 Pine View Avenue
Bardonia, NY 10954



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
laina davis
736 Dalerose Ave
Decatur, GA 30030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Christopher
474 S Washington St
Elmhurst, IL 60126



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jillian Forschner
34 Forest Ave
Unit 1
Hudson, MA 01749



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Albury
6770 SW 50 Ter
Miami, FL 33155



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jay Jensen
28010 SE Mud Mtn Rd
Enumclaw, WA 98022



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Joann Ramos
64 Fiume St
Iselin, NJ 08830



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Evelyn Haas
7832 Lister  St.
Phila., PA 19152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kirk Margo
11127 La Maida St
North Hollywood, CA 91601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
P Beach
POB 40091
Albuquerque, NM 87196



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ariel Kirst
6120 Westwood Pkwy
St Cloud, MN 55104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hugh Curtler III
4516 North 89th Crescent
Brooklyn Park, MN 55443



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kenneth Carolus
7429 Montgomery Rd
Apt 305
Cincinnati, OH 45236



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Betty Trentlyon
409 vWest 21 St
New York, NY 10011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Scott Van Pelt
539 Bloomfield St
Hoboken, NJ 07030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Belle Fuller
xxxxxxxxx
Los Angeles, CA 90046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David McKeever
2523 Brewster Ave
Redwood City, CA 94062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laura Hanks
7634 SE Alder St
Portland, OR 97215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kimberly Simms
341 W Saratoga St
Ferndale, MI 48220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrea Steegmayer
7825 Marilea Road
Richmond, VA 23225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charleen Strelke
7 Douglas Dr.
North Easton, MA 02356



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Perkal
Minneapolis
Minneapolis, MN 55422



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Margaret Sifferlin
9470 Galecrest Dr
Cincinnati, OH 45231



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Verity
102 Liberty Avenue
North Bellmore, NY 11710



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janice Rogers
PO Box 3413
Port Arthur, TX 77643



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Constance Lorig
927 South 7th Street
De Pere, WI 54115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Johanna Silkowski
45 Wiltshire street
Bronxville, NY 10708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nidia Rocha
Gaia
Porto, NY 12345



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Chris Henry
5637 Orion Ct
Golden, CO 80403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Juliana Ley
2153 Riverside Dr.
Sault Sainte Marie, MI 49783



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Matheson
38 Parkdale Dr.
Belleville, ON K8P 2P4



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James McConkey
1475 Stonefield Dr.
DeKalb, IL 60115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tom O'Connell
4315 N Flowing Wells Rd Unit 47
Tucson, AZ 85705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Jan Modjeski
4315A Lotus Court
Murrells Inlet, SC 29576



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Tina Brenza
6693 Buckhorn Trl
Loves Park, IL 61111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Koeninger
832 Cypress Ave
Ukiah, CA 95482



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Roger Lotz
559 Sanchez St
San Francisco, CA 94114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Claudia Heilke
240 Roskin Rd
Chesterton, IN 46304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shea L. Hales
9442 Waxwing
Corpus Christi, TX 78418



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Christine Boisse
615 Fernglen Ct
Colorado Spgs, CO 80906



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Bonnie Faith-Smith
290A Washington Street
Cambridge, MA 02139
 
617-492-3821



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dominique Ryba
1593 Jonathon St
Vista, CA 92083



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph Nolan
209 4th St
New Cumberland, PA 17070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. GRACE NEFF
800 SE 28TH
ALBANY, OR 97322



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Starr Rockhill
908 E. 77th St
Kansas City, MO 64131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mitchell Diamond
441 E Washington ave
Sunnyvale, CA 94086



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Caitlin Welsh
13271 styer ct
Highland, MD 20777



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
marietta hayes
5060 gloria ave
encino, CA 91436



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lee Stayton
16 Holly Lane
Ashland, MA 01721



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aaron Bouchard
43 Clermont cres
Dartmouth, NS b2w4n9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
paul wittrock
10810 298 AVE NE
CARNATION, WA 98014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Byra
102 Betty Circle
Quitman, MS 39355



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Tracy Ouellette
14078 MacTaggart Ave
Bow, WA 98232



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Heather Cross
75 Eagle St
Brooklyn, NY 11222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Paul Cole
1519 N J Terrace
Lake Worth, FL 33460



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carol Thompson
2874 Amy Drive
South Park, PA 15129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
As one who has long been concerned about the multiple threats to oceans and marine
ecosystems, I am pleased that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is proposing
action to protect vulnerable deep-sea coral ecosystems. In doing so, the Council has an
opportunity to prevent the expansion of harmful fishing activities into areas that still are
largely pristine.
 
These protections would be consistent with the objectives of NOAA's Strategic Plan for
Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance
ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
I am writing to urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Protecting the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will yield the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon.
 
Please do not create any new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of
opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the
objectives of Amendment 16. In addition, I support the use of new technologies, such as
vessel monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to boldly safeguard these ecological treasures for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and elsewhere.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for considering my comments.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Wallace Elton
69 Elm Hill St
Springfield, VT 05156



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rick Riddle
3721 Desert Ridge Dr
Fort Worth of, TX 76116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
doug krause
31 battleford bay
fargo, ND 58108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gudrun Dennis
5912 NW 26th Street
Gainesville, FL 32653



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Siebern
1 Arrowhead Dr.
Kansas City, MO 64129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ilse Peetz
33115  135 St. E.
Pearblossom , CA 93553



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Scott Hart
6669 NE Durham Ave
Portland, OR 97211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Howard Ackerman
142 Elmira Street
San Francisco, CA 94124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lenore Reeves
19934 Hickory Stick Ln.
Mokena, IL 60448



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathleen Todd
3660 35th ave s
Minneapolis, MN 55406



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
john Moss
2223 24th st.
santa monica, CA 90405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Audrey Franklin
14360 Meadowlark Ln
Brighton, CO 80601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolina Hood
South East Evergreen Hwy.
Vancouver, WA, WA 98683



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Vincenzo Fimiani
Via S. Filippo Bianchi, 54
Via Consolare Valeria, 1
Messina, ot 98122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nicola Nicolai
2400 Copper Creek Rd
Chester Springs, PA 19425



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Wishengrad
17 Belvedere Dr.
Livingston, NJ 07039



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Roger Overholt
200 Janzen Way
Hemet, CA 92545



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Josslyn McAuley
thurcaston road
leicester, ot LE4 2RF



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Glenn McCaslin
8924 S. Round Rock St.
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr Stefan Petersen
Erichsenweg 25
Husum, Germany, ot 25813



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elaine Mont-Eton
83 Billou St
san rafael, CA 94901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ken Renshaw
254 N Taylor Ave
Piggott, AR 72454



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Herb VonLackum
1301 Summit Street
Marshalltown, IA 50158



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Evan Robertson
42004 Benson Park Rd.
Shawnee, OK 74801



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Wilkins
1032 King Drive
Butner, NC 27509



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jerry Amos
65A Laurel Hill Rd
Hollis, NH 03049



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Annie Wei
Queensland
Queensland, NC 48700



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
As an environmental educator, a parent, a scuba diver, and a citizen who cares deeply
about the ocean and all its inhabitants, I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council is taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood
deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of
fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the
objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for
Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance
ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. As marine
ecosystems are already under stress from climate change, it is crucial that we preserve
what still exists. Please pass and implement the strongest possible management
measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Theresa Kardos
26 Montrose Station Rd.
Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dori Cole
68 Sterling Circle Apt. # 107
Wheaton, IL 60189



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Becca Greenstein
300 N College St
Northfield, MN 02458



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Doug Sorensen
2459 S York Street #305
Denver, CO 80210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jerry Sullivan
1909 Eddy Cir
Mount Shasta, CA 96067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Carol and Chuck shlimon
62 Spring Rd
dracut , MA 01826



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mame Boyd
PO Box 26
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. dan henry
6312 Foxfire Dr
Benton, AR 72018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erico Fernandes Martins
SHII QI 23
Brasilia, ot 71660



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rita Eccles
815 E Maryland Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Anna Drechsler
1090 Horne Ter
Des Plaines, IL 60016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. KJ Linarez
5249 Manzanita Ave
Carmichael, CA 95608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Mulcare
1110 Benjamin St
Clarkston, WA 99403



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michal Simpson
6147 Country Club Rd
Omaha, NE 68152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Charles Morrison
19030 Fremont Ave N
Shoreline, WA 98133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Charles Morrison
19030 Fremont Ave N
Shoreline, WA 98133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nicole Nash
818 zircon ct
Va beach , VA 23462



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Roxanne Warren
523 W 112th St
New York, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. arnold johnson
1200 Wilshire Blvd Ste 508
1200 wilshire boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Len Jennings
2222Hillside Ave
St. Paul, MN 55108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelly Commons
1037 Layman Ave
Indianapolis, IN 46219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Raymond Zahra
1555 Horseshoe Dr.
Florissant, MO 63033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Albert Lee
849 Pony Lane
Northbrook, IL 60062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Toni Wolfson
11891 Lake Blvd
Felton, CA 95018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maxine Kaufman
40 Blanche Avenue
Harrington Park, NJ 07640



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bill Carroll
301 A Country Club Road
Pocahontas, AR 72455



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. nazen merjian
116 Harris Rd
Charlottesville, VA 22903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anthony Capobianco
101 Keystone CT
Ste 203
Bethel Park, PA 15102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. LIZ MCCAMON
5772 Garden Grove Blvd
Westminster, CA 92683



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
We owe it to our children to protect and preserve the environment and all of its inhabitants.
It is the legacy we leave with them and the future they have before them. "The nation
behaves well if it treats the natural resources as assets which it must turn over to the next
generation increased, and not impaired in value."
- Theodore Roosevelt
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Sorrells
564 Timber Run Ln
Groveland, FL 34736



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. sara michl
501 Aurora Ave
Boulder, CO 80302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Beverly Smith
2050 W. St. Rte. 89A, #147
2050 W. St. Rte. 89A, #147
Cottonwood, AZ 86326/5353
 
928-634-5300



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy French
3400 Harville Lane
Hydeville, CA 95547



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David Regen
4342 Sneed Av
Nashville, TN 37215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrew Webster
Fl 3 Maxwell House
10 Birch Lane, Longsight
Manchester, UK, ot M13 0NN



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Felicia Colvin
775 NW Grouse St
Seal Rock, OR 97376



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Scherer
500 Shaindel Dr
Wmbg, VA 23185



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janet Barad
449 12th St. 3F
Brooklyn, NY 11215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Junko Card
241 S. Orange Ave.
Exeter, CA 93221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cat Smith
Churchill Road
Exeter, ot EX2 9BU



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Johnson
203 Cedar Drive
Kerhonkson, NY 12446



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lenore Garon
2412 Falls Place Court
Falls Church, VA 22043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Martha W D  Bushnell
502 Ord Drive
502 Ord Drive
Boulder, CO 80303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
becky kurth
center rd
Ozark, MO 65721



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tina Baker
Tipton
West Midlands, ot DY4 9BB



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. raciel esperanza
6032 Monte Azul Pl
Santa Fe, NM 87507



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Hanneke Vermeulen
Postbus 14519
Amsterdam, ot 1001 LA



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathleen Dodd
11 Shady Spring PL
Gaithersburg, MD 20877



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Zoah-Henderson
3904 Cedar St #B
Eureka, CA 95503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laurel Covington
207 Orange Dr
Lutz, FL 33548



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sher valentine
2201 morning dr
loveland, CO 80538



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Han
1795 W. Stadium Blvd.
1795 W. Stadium Blvd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Davis Hubbard
3044 29th St
San Diego, CA 92104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Emily Van Alyne
26 Cantwell Dr
Middletown, DE 19709



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Kantner
8 Laurel Drive
Glenmoore, PA 19343



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Isham
12 Manhattan Avenue, Apt. 1
Jersey City, NJ 07307



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Emily Carr
18301 NORLENE WAY
GRASS VALLEY, CA 95949



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Mark Tretiak
1006 Northwoods Trl
Mc Lean, VA 22102
 
7038212829



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jill Cleveland
114 Eagle Pointe Dr
Delavan, WI 53115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brock Cordeiro
15 Sagamore Dr
South Dartmouth, MA 02748



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Doreen  Dewell
13-3387 King George Blvd
Surrey, BC V4P 1B7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. ELAINE WRINKLE
4010 Schwarzmiller Rd # B
Lake Stevens, WA 98258



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jill Christensen
1665 Sherman Ave
SLC, UT 84105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eleanor Lasky
8219 Winterwood Trail
Roanoke, VA 24018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lori Lerner
350 east 65 street, apt.6
New York, NY 10065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Candy Hammond
PO Box 196
Mccall, ID 83638



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Jacques Fernandes
Barão de São Francisco
Rio de Janeiro, ot 20560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Snook
P. O. Box 87232
Vancouver, WA 98687



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Carol Bialy
508 Greenkill Rd
Kingston, NY 12401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Nutini
3561 Pine Needle Dr Apt D-2
Greenacres, FL 33463



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Virgene Link
PO Box 543
Anacortes, WA 98221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ann Haley
PO Box 4356
Arnold, CA 95223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Terry
503 W Rustic Rd
Santa Monica, CA 90402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gloria Antaramian
49 Carlough Rd
Upper Saddle River, NJ 07458



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Celia Perrier
400 E SOUTH WATER ST APT 517
CHICAGO, IL 60601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Davidson
2317 W. Sherman Ave.
Peoria, IL 61604



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
annie coustaty
rue neuve
marans, ot 17230



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jamie Kurnik
308 Avenida La Costa
San Clemente, CA 92672



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Daniel Samek
9404 San Rafael Av., N.E.
Albuquerque, NM 87109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
H Hollon
2816 Overlake
Orl, FL 32806



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Danielle Graham
18270 Matthews St
Riverview, MI 48193



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jeanne Gibson
1393 23rd Ave
San Francisco, CA 94122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mindy Edwards
719 Cedar Point Pl
Westlake Vlg, CA 91362



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kate Kenner
31 Woodman St
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Connie Livingston-Dunn
467 Crattie Dr
Springville, TN 38256



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Eloise Ingram
148 Moorings Park Dr
Naples, FL 34105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Eloise Ingram
148 Moorings Park Dr
Naples, FL 34105



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Druet Klugh
1085 Saint Andrews Dr
North Liberty, IA 52317



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
john smith
10 glamis road
blackwood, NJ 08012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Connie Hicks
4474 S. Jefferson Ave.
Springfield, MO 65810



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. joyce jones
3275 E Cedar St
Decatur, IL 62521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lori Erbs
PO Box 50
Acme, WA 98220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ann Bartell
3810 Fairhaven Dr
West Linn, OR 97068



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
miss Michelle Parsons
PO Box 188, Pacific Fair
Gold Coast - Queensland, ot 4218 - Aus



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joan McGowan
1078 Bird Bay Way
Venice, FL 34285



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leena Hasan
177 Lindenwood Dr E
Winnipeg, MB R3P 1S7



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Raleigh Koritz
4505 Nathan Lane N #313
PLYMOUTH, MN 55442



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Eric Fosburgh
1415 E Republican St Apt 203
Seattle, WA 98112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Dale LaCognata
6244 Dover Ct
Fishers, IN 46038



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Lukasiewicz
701 Happy Valley Rd.
Santa Cruz, CA 95065



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kris Knoll
6230 Meadow Vista Lane
Las Vegas, NV 89103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven Young
21 Brewster St.
Glen Cove, NY 11803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gary Block
11561 Brookwood Dr
Orland Park, IL 60467



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gabriela Baldaia
Rua 9 Abril
Porto, YT 42003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
George Theobald
136 Hope Street
Cooktown, ot 4895



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Barbara Stamp
6901 W 84th St
Minneapolis, MN 55438



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julien kaven Parcou
P.O. Box 559, Victoria House, State House Avenue
Victoria, ot 00248



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kim Sanders George
330 spinner
DeSoto, TX 75115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Katharine Hilmer
116 Glenoak Road
Wilmington, DE 19805



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joel Malkerson
808 Harbor Dr S
Venice, FL 34285



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ken Green
PO Box 776
Cooper Lndg, AK 99572



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Georgia Lynn
Torrey PIne
Torrey Pine
Bakersfield, CA 93308



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to PREVENT the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I URGE the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and
each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
SAFEGUARDING the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will PROVIDE THE HIGHTEST
CONSERVARTION BENEFIT WHILE ALLOWING THE CURRENT FISHERIES ACCESS
TO the areas that they most rely upon. There should be no new exemptions beyond those
in the document, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the objectives of Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of
new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help
ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathryn Sonenshine
776 Forest St.
ASHLAND, OR 97520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maurita Bernet
116 8th Ave SE
Little Falls, MN 56345



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Fues
9a W Caton Ave
Alexandria, VA 22301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Tucker
2802 woodland hills dr.
Tuscaloosa, AL 35405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Devyn Arbogast
1475 Delgany St. Apt. 510
Denver, CO 80202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Susan Cooper
1116 Greencove Lane
--
Richardson, TX 75081



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Duke
2429 Zena Lona St NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
nina clausen
new avenue
new york, NY 13625



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Suzanne Taylor
12109 NW 10th Avenue
vancouver, WA 98685



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chelsea Higgins
224 Strathmoor way
Dardenne prairie, MO 63368



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marcella Crane
2902 w. Gelding
Phoenix, AZ 85053



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bonnie Lynn MacKinnon
1603 S Elm St
Georgetown, TX 78626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cheri Vallone
10 Ivy Lane
Ashland, MA 01721



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marly  Wexler
4314 1/2 campus ave.
San Diego, CA 92103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. George Bentley
1198 Churchill
Saint Paul, MN 55103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jim Pilewski
210 Traymore Blvd
Eastlake, OH 44095



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Lenhart
2122 New Hackensack Rd
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joanna Stiehl
1155 Treat Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Moran
PO Box 661
Saint David, AZ 85630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Kimberly Wiley
72 Chimney Hill Rd
72 Chimney Hill rd
Rochester, NY 14612



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Zielinski
6 Farmington Way
New Providence, PA 17560



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Virginia Davis
Database Analyst, IT
17721 NE 156th St
 
Woodinville, WA 98072



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lonnie Stanton
3702 State Route 756
Felicity, OH 45120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tamara Dreier
830 Cardiff Ct
OFallon, IL 62269



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sam Naifeh
2059 New Brunswick Dr
San Mateo, CA 94402



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia Nazzaro
10020 Calava Court
Union, KY 41091



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sharon Lebon
300 Gilkeson Road #3B
Pittsburgh, PA 15228



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tami Palacky
8005 Bethelen Woods Lane
Springfield, VA 22153
 
703-382-3248



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Anna Driskill
302 Norton
Loberty, MO 64068



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Ferl
504 Dogwood Dr
Weed , CA 96094



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alice West
4047 Cesar Chavez St.
S.F., CA 94131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Trevor Goodger-Hill
No civic number
Trottier Mills, QC G0P 1H0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Heidi Handsaker
918 Avenue C
Billings, MT 59102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Doreen Johnston
1165 millstone rd
Sag harbor, NY 11963



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. charles yankel
3442 Washington Pike
Bridgeville, PA 15017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michelle Morris
1290 Monterrey Blvd
Euless, TX 76040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Eric Zinn
629 E 24th St
Brooklyn, NY 11210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
R JOHNSON
3755 S HUNTERS RUN
Tucson, AZ 85730



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jackie Tryggeseth
625 S Fawn Ave
Grand Marsh, WI 53936



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dawn Mason
1547 market st.
Pottsville, PA 17901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. MARY Johannsen
211 3rd St N
Delano, MN 55328



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. GARY CARONE
17709 NE 24th St
Vancouver, WA 98684



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Fiona Priskich
7 Old Tower Court
Darlington, CA 90210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
danette paris
281 coralwood dr
moon township, PA 15108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Wilkins
11356 S. Lake Chapin Rd.
Berrien Springs, MI 49103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Mary Strassell
2877 Kassy Lane
Chino Valley, AZ 86323



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Hargraves
14869 Drake Rd.
Guerneville, CA 95446



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mark Alexander
6424 Sugar Maple Ct
Fredericksburg, VA 22407



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eric Butler
a
Portland, OR 97225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mike Moran
167 Ahaaina Way
Kihei, HI 96753



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Russell Grindle
613 Whitehall Circle
Fairfield, CA 94533



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Lea
13760 CR 261
Nathrop, CO 81236



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Lea
13760 CR 261
Nathrop, CO 81236



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Lea
13760 CR 261
Nathrop, CO 81236



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adina C
8 Fayette st
Santa Fe, NM 87505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable, poorly-understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council
has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely
pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems,
and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
Please safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Natalie Houghton
775 Angelita Dr
Prescott, AZ 86303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Connie Nunemaker
27231 260th St.
Shevlin, MN 56676



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Sandra M Zwingelberg
782 S Lincoln St
Denver, CO 80209
 
7209336298



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judith  Susser
2463 E. 26th St.
B'klyn, NY 11235



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ANALIA CROSA
Enrique Martinez 1801
Montevideo, ot 11800



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
PLEASE, PLEASE HELP!!!!!!!
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
janine bonk
8644 sunset ave
fair oaks, CA 95628



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janice Banks
14 Maple St.
Center Barnstead, NH 03225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kelly Lally
1124 Charmuth Rd
Lutherville, MD 21093



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nick Tyzio
925 Victoria Dr.
Vancouver, WA 98230



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Quick
Box 163
Hummelstown, PA 17036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Gibbons
9133 Edmonston Terrace
Apt 304
Greenbelt, MD 20770



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathleen Oliver
P O Box 365
Cayucos
Cayucos, CA 93430



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jim and Mary Abendroth
11 River Road  PO Box 203
Bloomingdale, NY 12913



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Llauren Peralta
322 Neva pl
Los Angeles , CA 90042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Andrea Neal
16 Duane St
Cortland, NY 13045



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. NANCY LILL
7910 S Krell Rdg
7910 S Krell Rdg
Spokane, WA 99223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
rob jones
PO Box 1
Anaheim, CA 92815



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Javier Mendez
1326B Alewa Dr
Honolulu, HI 96817



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jess levine
PO Box 1601
Lewisburg, WV 24901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lorelei Stierlen
2144 Ironside Drive
Plano, TX 75075



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jess Summers
3318 Maplewood Ave
Richmond, VA 23221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Jones
1349 Hollowell St
Ontario, CA 91762



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eugene Richardson
126 W. 3red. st.
Birdseye, IN 47513



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cynthia Romberger
310 W Nopa Pl
Chandler, AZ 85225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah Sandoval
438 Ridgecrest Ave
Los Alamos, NM 87544



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Havrilla
1501 Monterey Street
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, PA 15212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Marcos Palacios
4711 W Waters Ave Apt 805
16403 West Course Dr
Tampa, FL 33614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Martin Stahl
5306 208th St
Oakland Gdns, NY 11364



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tia Ja
14938 Camden
San Jose, CA 95124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Heather McCandless
P.O.Box 1557
East Ellijay, GA 30539



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jan Wilson
16035 26th Ave NE
16035 26 Ave NE
Shoreline, WA 98155



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Angeles Madrazo
Eugenio Echeverria C.
Campeche, ot 24120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lisa Daloia
406 Bedford Ln
New Castle, DE 19720



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Jerry & Diane Tabbott
2280 Shepard St
#304
Jacksonville, FL 32211



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sage Duda
3 End of the Earth
Truro, MA 02666



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Fowler
272 W. 7th St.
Claremont, CA 91711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
laurie sudol
po box 235
clarkdale, AZ 86324



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jeff Morgan
10854 N 60th Ave Apt 3086
Glendale, AZ 85304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Wayne
xxx
San Bernardino, CA 92407



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paula Morgan
833 Spinnaker Drive E.
Hollywood, FL 33019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Johnson
102A Herbert St
Red Bank, NJ 07701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shannon Neckes
13198 SW 91 PL
Miami, FL 33176



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Howard Steeley
5309 Donnelly Dr SE
n/a
Olympia, WA 98501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Shannon Freeman
200 Blue Gable Rd Apt 219
Hattiesburg, MS 39401



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Duane Gustafson
9245 Burris Drive
Cook, MN 55723



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Debi Wong
7609 34th Ave
Jackson Heights, NY 11372



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
It is encouraging to hear that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking
proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
Time is of the essence.  The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of
fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the
objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for
Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance
ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Leila McGowan
763 Bamboo Dr
Sunnyvale, CA 94086



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Lindsey
313 Valley View Dr
Beaver Dam, KY 42320



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Lindsey
313 Valley View Dr
Beaver Dam, KY 42320



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Ronald Harden
3125 Elevado Court
Loveland, CO 80538



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Nelson
12618 S Harvard Rd
Rockford, WA 99030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gloria-Jean Berberich
346 Foch Blvd
Mineola, NY 11501
Denver , CO 80302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jan Stevenson
PO Box 394
Panama, OK 74951



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Eldon Wedlock
1028 1/2 Virginia Avenue
Apt. 5
Indianapolis, IN 46203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sheryl Petri
3096 Bennett Rd
Cheboygan, MI 49721



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Haslag
10513 Bryant Rd.
Centertown, MO 65023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Harvey Metzger
11699 Briarwood Cir
Boynton Beach, FL 33437



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
joan silaco
9003 222 street
Queens Village, NY 11428



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
joan silaco
9003 222 street
Queens Village, NY 11428



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Podsakoff
-835 E 4th Street
Long Beach, CA 90802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janice Nathan
633 Hastings St
Pittsburgh, PA 15206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carolyn Buckner
8100 N Hound Ct
8100 N Hound Ct
Chapel Hill, NC 27516



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
virginia mendez
2365 Ne 173 Street
Miami, FL 33160



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Freya Goldstein
250 West 104th Street Apartment 24
New York, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Freya Goldstein
250 West 104th Street Apartment 24
New York, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Vince L
129
oviedo, FL 32765
 
407-365-7116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Vince L
129
oviedo, FL 32765
 
407-365-7116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Miranda Vorhees
11310 W Mccreery Rd
Gaston, IN 47342



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alexandra Blackhurst
3255 NE 184th St #12315
Aventura, FL 33160



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Harvey Metzger
11699 Briarwood Cir
Boynton Beach, FL 33437



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Stephan Devis
4754 W. 132nd St.
Hawthorne, CA 90250



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Heather Files
47 East St
Stratford, CT 06615



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Faye Bennett
3965 SE Oak St
Portland, OR 97214



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Margaret Beck
445 Moran Rd
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lauren Murdock
3940 Via Lucero Apt 16
Santa Barbara, CA 93110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jacqueline Newman
604 Rhonda Avenue
Greenville, KY 42345



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roslyn McBride
193 Western Road
Tara, Queensland, ot 4421



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linette Schreiber
75 Ardmore AVe.
Ardmore, PA 19003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Please prohibit trawling!
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
J. David Tholl
92 Peacedale Road
Needham, MA 02492



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bert Barry
725 Rolfe Drive
Saint Louis, MO 63122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rawan  Almomani
513 Cecil Street #1
Monterey Park, CA 91755



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elise Ipock
510 N. Lebanon St.
Lebanon, IN 46052



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Michelle Gorton
12 Maple Dr
Frederick, CO 80530



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike Rigoli
10709 S. Artesian
Chicago, IL 60655



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deb Kelly
Darrell Rd
Hillsborough, CA 94010



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ross Anderson
11 Dean St
Worcester, MA 01609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cheryl Brinkley
7024 Emerson Ave., N.
Brooklyn Center, MN 55430



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. julie kramer
1288 Church St
San Francisco, CA 94114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maureen O'Neal
9100 s.w. 80th ave.
Portland, OR 97223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. lopamudra Mohanty
1542 River Birch Dr
St.Peters, MO 63376



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Rayo McCollough
2 Pine Ct.
Placitas, NM 87043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Maria McGlashan
1253 Saint Charles Ave
Lakewood, OH 44107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jo Reichler
1518 Barton Springs Rd Trlr 10
Austin, TX 78704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. r maca
6004 mt bonnell
austin, TX 78731



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Matthew Hackler
3750 Mill Lake Dr
Marietta, GA 30060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Margaret Masek
225 Town And Country Dr
Danville, CA 94526



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jelica Roland
Sv. Martin 64
Buzet, ot 00000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kevin Rolfes
14006 N Green Hills Loop
Austin, TX 78737



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandy Commons
2703 Corabel Ln. # 215
Sacramento, CA 95821



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Eric Fosburgh
1415 E Republican St Apt 203
Seattle, WA 98112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
susie curry
128 lwood
Aiken, SC 29803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. dawn riggan
924 Continental Dr
Medina, OH 44256



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Paula Arms
PO Box 491
Castle Rock, WA 98611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dale Mattes
1964 Coronado
Bullhead City, AZ 86442



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. linda petrulias
23 Silvia Dr
Cazadero, CA 95421



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph Toth
3 Candlestick Lane
Sicklerville, NJ 08081



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Tom Ibsen
1003 Pleasant St
Walla Walla, WA 99362



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Lesmond
boise
boise, ID 83725



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paula Flageolle
1081 Turkey Run Ct SW
Lilburn, GA 30047



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christie Lum
7663 Sheffield Village Lane
Lorton, VA 22079



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Adam Levine
1819 E Republican St Apt 311
1819 E. Republican St. #311
Seattle, WA 98112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Raymond T. Bissonnette
143 Dahlia Street
Mahtomedi, MN 55115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ashley Rogers
3476 Laguna Ave
Oakland, CA 94602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
George Bender
401 Hershey Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15235



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brian Clark
32 Wyncroft Drive
Media, PA 19063



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. angela fazzari
5414 ne halsey st.
portland, OR 97213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Julie Pizzo
PO Box 2134
Monterey, CA 93940



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Allan Campbell
3162 Isadora Dr
San Jose, CA 95132



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Justin Tobias
20 Colvin Dr # 20
Garden City, NY 11530



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Justin Tobias
20 Colvin Dr # 20
Garden City, NY 11530



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Nelson
7511 E. Lee Pl.
Tucson, AZ 85715



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Anderson
404 Luce Ave
Ukiah, CA 95482



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Miss Susan D.
12601 S. Green Dr. # 903
Houston, TX 77034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Dodge
Box 2532
Homer, AK 99603



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mima Arroyo
1917 Evergreen Ave
San leandro, CA 94577



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. linda fusco
285 New Jersey Ave
Haddon Township, NJ 08108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janet Childress
2461 Sunlight Cir
Helena, MT 59601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
karen sanchez
963 Oso Road
ojai, CA 93023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Van Riper
21 West Shore Drive
Putnam Valley, NY 10579



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Takagi
1119 N. Acacia Avenue
Fullerton, CA 92831



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alexa McLaughlin
6A Gymea Street
Narrabundah ACT, ot 2604



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jerry Peavy
2111 algonkin Ave.
Chico, CA 95926



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Bonnie Hearthstone
8b Country Commons
Vergennes, VT 05491



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Krach
3517 Bordeaux Court
Hazel Crest, IL 60429



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judy Krach
3517 Bordeaux Court
Hazel Crest, IL 60429



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. M v Cassell
2960 high st
Eugene, OR 97405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kermit Cuff
338 Mariposa Ave Apt 2
Mountain View, CA 94041



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Marcus Murphy
Law Student
1320 S. Florida St., Spc. 15
Borger, TX 79007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Brittany Baker
4354 Wooster Road
Fairview, OH 44126



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Tara Kokesch
757 1st ave
757 1st ave
Gibbon, MN 55335



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Raymond Mlynczak
106 Hunt Dr.
Horsham, PA 19044



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joyce Stoffers
14202 N. Baywood Ct
Sun City, AZ 85351



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Moore
18007 Mossywood Ct SE
Yelm, WA 98597



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lori Proos
york
york, ME 03909



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Esther Wolk
542 Riverside Ave
Wolk
Medford, MA 02155



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Chernikoff
255 Pawnee Dr.
Boulder, CO 80303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Consolantis
1683 York Avenue
Memphis, TN 38104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joan Angelosanto
202 Franklin Street
Stoneham, MA 02180



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Good
123 West 93rd st
NYC, NY 10025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debby Friend
2272 S.E. 112 Avenue
Portland, OR 97216



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Koo
70 Priscilla Dr
Lincroft, NJ 07738



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Aimee Wyatt
1014 Magnolia Ave
Long Beach, CA 90813



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mackenzie Ramirez
5840 Cameron Run Terrace
507
Alexandria, VA 22303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brian Fink
1806 Green St., #108
Philadelphia, PA 19130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gaye Wiesner
street
staten island, NY 10314



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Remy Fenster
59 Rowland Pkwy
Rochester, NY 14610



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. James Wrobel
2659 North Ave.
Niagara Falls, NY 14305



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Staelens
Antwerp
Belgium, ot 2000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Hannah McGowan
1454 Faxon Ave
Memphis, TN 38104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Environmental destruction is beyond critical.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. brian roesch
216 1st Ave S
Seattle, WA 98104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. krystal roach
672 E 21st St Apt 1
672 east 21 steet
Brooklyn, NY 11226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Alice McGough
16 Nohono rd
16 Nohono rd
Mashpee, MA 02649



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Beth Carr
8759 Morganville Rd.
Stafford, NY 14143



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
charlotte l
2603
duluth, GA 30097



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
chip saucer
2152 Martin St
lakeport, CA 95453



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mauricio carvajal
viento norte 4018
Santiago, ot 9291583



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jesse Chacon
10901 Brownfield Dr
El Paso, TX 79936



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steve Blauer
4968 Pelican Manor
coconut creek, FL 33073
 
9542341172



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
the ignorance of men is the enemy of mama nature
 
why is it that the most educated people commit the worst crimes against nature and
humanity?
 
men has turn earth into a painful place...this means you
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
nando a.
16625 kent des moines rd
des moines, WA 98198



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lauren Price
532 6th Avenue, #2L
Brooklyn, NY 11215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Amici
22936 Via Cereza
Mission Viejo, CA 92691



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
guy courtois
35 Morrison
sawyerville, QC j0b 3a0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Berger
4412 Ocean View Boulevard, #207
Montrose, CA 91020



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joy Ortman
2328 Willow Lane Apt. 106
Crescent Springs, KY 41017, KY 41017



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Betti Jones
10085 N 65th St
Longmont, CO 80503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barry Smith
796 East 19th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11230



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. A. Cannara
2043 Sterling Av.
Menlo Pk. CA, CA 94025



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cameron G.
15 Bray Park Drive
Holyoke, MA 01040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Mika Godzich
212 Arreba St
Martinez, CA 96028



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Walker
321 10th Ave S #711
Seattle, WA 98104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diana Tomlinson
P.O. Box 553
Benson, AZ 85602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Thomas Jones
4632 Larchwood Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19143



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kae Toguchi
94-021
Mililani Town, HI 96789



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karla Mailloux
1877 San Francisco Ave Unit B
Long Beach, CA 90806



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Barbara Gideon
119 Pembroke Drive
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Audrey Jin
2821 Palos Verdes Dr West
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lanelle Lovelace
719 Rendezvous Way
Crestone, CO 81131



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Navidad
1818 N Taylor St #347
Little Rock, AR 72207



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
William Fast
10808 Dickinson Rd
Ozawkie, KS 66070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gayle Ferguson
35b Hellyers Street
Birkdale
Auckland, AL 0626



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert Keller
430 Allentown Rd
Parsippany, NJ 07054



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Regina Hasenkrug
Kanalstr.14
Jersleben, Germany, ot 00000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Bud See
4118 Woodland Ct
Grapevine, TX 76051



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Darlene St. Martin
506 N Laventure Road
Mount Vernon, WA 98273



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Siobhan Clark
3204 Cross Country Ct Apt B
Richmond, VA 23294



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Karen Alexander-Brown
7182 NE Rockridge Pl
Hillsboro, OR 97124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
corey parker
1912 KINGSLEY
SCHAUMBURG, IL 60194



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aerie Youn
25486 Bayes St
Lake Forest, CA 92630



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rhana Wyble
4471 Harrison Ave
Groves, TX 77619



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Theresa owens
3434 edgewood rd
eureka, CA 95501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Hill
107- 1045 Haro St
Vancouver, BC V6E 3Z8



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ed Schmookler
1454 6th Street
Berkeley, CA 94710



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Edward van Aelstyn
15 NW Brook St
Newport, OR 97365



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joseph Gallegos
9750 Old Placerville Rd Apt 25
Sacramento, CA 95827



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hope Maruzo
51 Cedar Ln
Bozrah, CT 06334



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jane Halsey
255 Cabrini Blvd
New York, NY 10040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jackie McFarland
15850 N Thmpsn Pk Pkwy
Scottsdale, AZ 85260



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Julie Glenn
9529 Craigwood Ter
Saint Louis, MO 63126



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Judith Shardo
8218 SE 26th St
Mercer Island, WA 98040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
JUDITH HARDIN
22 LOCUST HILL LANE
Fredericksburg, VA 22405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. d b
2031 franklin ave e #402
seattle, WA 98102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Toni Siegrist
12 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston, MA 02116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Richard Csenge
295 N. Main St.
Kanab, UT 84741



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Stuart Oskamp
891 W Bonita Ave
Claremont, CA 91711



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nancie Evoniuk
4449 saltillo st
Woodland hills , CA 91364



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cynthia Davis
3436 Pennsylvania St
Longview, WA 98632



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Margaret Hilder
Little Hartley
Lithgow, ot 2790



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diana Morgan-Hickey
520 Wagaman Drive
San Jose, CA 95129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diana Morgan-Hickey
520 Wagaman Drive
San Jose, CA 95129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diana Morgan-Hickey
520 Wagaman Drive
San Jose, CA 95129



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vicki Bush
1531 LINDSEY bRIDGE rOAD
aNDALUSIA, AL 36420



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Evan Beattie
5301 Lexington ave
Los Angeles, CA 90029



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debbie Kirkbride
23 Oakland Avenue
Hillcrest, ot 3650



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Katrina Gergely
1024 willow lake circle
Pensacola, FL 32506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lynette Belew
2724 W Palomino Dr
Chandler, AZ 85224



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Thomas Scott
PO Box 2677
Lk Arrowhead, CA 92352



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
deirdre downey
5100 Fairchild
Fairbanks, AK 99709



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nicole Green
16208 10th Ave NE
Shoreline, WA 98155



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rudra Chattopadhyay
L-A4, 002, Ajmera Housing Complex
Pimpri, Pune, 411018
Pune, ot 411018



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tanya Arguello
41 S. Eaton St.
Lakewood, CO 80226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Raúl Hernández
Calle 1, Manzana C, Lote 40
Ciudad de México, ot 09640



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
rita uljee
zernikeplaats 762
rotterdam, ot 3068jb



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
Now the Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that
remain largely pristine, such as deep-sea canyons and other deep areas. Such protections
would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the
Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I write to urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone
and each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
limitation should include mid-water trawl gear, which has clearly been documented to
contact the sea floor and damage it.
 
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. I ask
that no new exemptions be grantted beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening
up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would actively undermine the
objectives of Amendment 16.
 
Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems,
aboard fishing vessels to help ensure that the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sigrid Asmus
4009 24 Ave W
Seattle, WA 98199



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Orysia Twerdochlib
236 Osborn St
Philadelphia, PA 19128



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jonathan Chu
40881 Valero Drive
Fremont, CA 94539



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Baker-Kaplan
PO Box 7308
Portland, ME 04112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gerard Stewart
Donnington Gardens
Portland, OR RG1 5LY



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Andrea Kilcher
Oelebachweg 25e
Utzenstorf, ot 3427



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kathryn Segal
524 Walnut Lane
Santa Barbara, CA 93111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ian Songan
4238 Express Lane Sarasota
34238, FL 34238



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ann Noone
7 Sandhurst Street
Oadby, ot PE10 0PE



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. janet paisley
1435 Gentry Ln
Charlottesville, VA 22903



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christopher Panayi
15 Chambers street
Carlton Hill
NY, NY 10101



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wayne Gedutis
389 Mancini Ct
Henderson, NV 89014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rzk kat
17th liberty street
Irving, OH 76000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Patrick Reyna
470 N.E. 52 Terrace
Miami, FL 33137



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
josh pelleg
5 Marganit Str.
Omer, ot 84965



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Pierre-Paul Penen
rue Alsbach, 5
Consdorf, ot 6213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Martha Buchan
10000 N Sheridan Dr
Mequon, WI 53092



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ludo Stassijns
Mandekensstraat 6
Lebbeke, ot 9280



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Nina GONDOS
27 WOODLANDS GROVE
FRANKSTON, AK 99502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elma Tassi
Koridalleos 7
Athens, ot 112 52



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sue Campbell
2440 Tennis Ct. Rd.
Blue Ridge, GA 30513



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. . Jerome Kirsling
E4592 479th Avenue
Menomonie, WI 54751



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. david zawacki
384 Colonial Cir
street 2
Geneva, IL 60134



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. david zawacki
384 Colonial Cir
street 2
Geneva, IL 60134



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paivi Tiittula
kaivokatu 49
Porvoo, CT 06530



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
tal ivgi
aliza begin 24
ashdod, ot 77737



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. jeanette capotorto
16 plum tree lane
commack, NY 11725



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
steve lucas
2706 del curto rd
austin, TX 78704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
IRAIDA RIVERA
PO BOX 227
CEIBA, PR 00735



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Yolanda Anaya
1150 Sorolla Avenue
Coral Gables, FL 33134



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
betty ustun
2555 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W,
904
20037, DC 20037



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Frank Jensen
104 Green Point Way
Carrollton, GA 30117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ted NEUMANN
PO Box 465
Altamont, NY 12009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Cheryl Beseler
2709 Indian Peaks Pl
Fort Collins, CO 80526



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
CLAUDINE CAILLET
10 RUE THIBAUD
PARIS, ot 75014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
carolyn vindum
1 woodview ct.
san ramon, CA 94582



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
emilia boccagna
via francesco acri 95
95
catanzaro, ot 88100



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jJeanette Dorsey
4334 Temeculas
San Diego, CA 92107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jackie stephens
12holloway st
belleville, ON k8p1n6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Terri Knauber
18 Royal Palm dr
Cheektowaga, NY 14225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Alyce Mulloy
3270 Grayton Ln
Nanjemoy, MD 20662



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. michele bucci
rt 9
rt 9
burleigh, NJ 08210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
Gerry Sprokkereef-Verhoeven.
 
Gerry Sprokkereef-Verhoeven
dorpsstraat
assendelft, ot 1566ec



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Cheryl Palmer
7915 Black Rd
Thurmont, MD 21788



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeff Israel
2895 E College Ave
Apt 8
Boulder, CO 80303



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
MICHAEL CARPENTER
MAIN STREET
FISH CREEK, WI 54212



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. S Soo
Alameda
Alameda, CA 94501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marti May
710 N East St Apt 1
Lebanon, IN 46052



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Katherine Lautzenhiser
2090 Rabbit Dr
Washoe Valley, NV 89704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Ann Eastman Donald
91 Matawanakee Trl
91 Matawanakee Tr.
Littleton, MA 01460



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Felicia Williams
4201 Massachusetts Ave NW # 175
4201 Mass. Ave. NW, #175
Washington, DC 20016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
K Thrane
dearfield
greenwich, CT 06831



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lynne Teplin
846 Palmer Road #1A
Bronxville, NY 10708
 
(914) 000-0000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Christianson
2614 S Bay Dr S
Fargo, ND 58103



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Debra Carter
303 Druid Hills Rd
Temple Ter, FL 33617



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Caldwell
24 lenhome dr
Cranford, NJ 07016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Caldwell
24 lenhome dr
Cranford, NJ 07016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frauke Brandt
Im Uhlenbrook 27
Lilienthal, ot 28865



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Donna Caldwell
24 lenhome dr
Cranford, NJ 07016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan McGovern
21 Packard Rd.
Lincolnville, ME 04849



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charles Connolly
1824 Lexington Carlton Rd.
Carlton, GA 30627



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bonna Mettie
9784N. Whitefish Point Road
Paradise, MI 49768



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Mayor
Hartwell Pond Road
Albany, VT 05822



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rosina Simmons
Little Tangley, Wonersh
GUILDFORD, ot GU5 0PW



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kaylee Draper
19 Marwendy Dr.
Barrie, ON L4M4E6



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Elizabeth White
retired
175 Willoughby Street #5A
Brooklyn, NY 11201
 
718.875.6793



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ava Peattie
26 Risi Rd
Cape town, ot 7905



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah Strickman
402 W 51st street
New York, NY 10019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gear. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cynthia Hull
3415 Ciniza Dr
Gallup, NM 87301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David LaVerne
844 Lincoln Street
Dickson City, PA 18519



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
valerie tucker
6311 glenhill dr
spring, TX 77389



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dorothy Maurer
1312 Twin Silo Drive
Blue Bell, PA 19422 3274



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
weldon williams
7625 N 140 E Ave
Owasso , OK 74055



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bret Busch
19 Candler Road NE
Atlanta, GA 30317



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michaela Redies
Mecklenburger Str. 4
Darmstadt, ot 64297



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judith Sikora
River Birch Rd
Fort Worth, TX 76137



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Gerlach
640 foxhaven pl
Diamond Bar, CA 91765



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. August Scheer
523 Almena Ave
Ardsley, NY 10502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynn R
n/a
Fort Smith, AR 72901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynne Draper
26 North Main Street
Mont Vernon, NH 03057



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aprille McKee-Wright
PO Box 130
Royal Oak, MD, MD 21662



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Linda Chappel
2315 E Blacklidge Dr
Tucson, AZ 85719



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Reed
275 Blueberry Hill Rd
Lancing, TN 37770



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ilaria osti
via verga
Ferrara Italy, ot 44124



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Liz Story
2421 Oak Ave
Northbrook, IL 60062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ilse Ziemann
905 Highland Ln
Glenview, IL 60025
 
301/652-2522



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mark lopes
16 clark ave
rutherford, NJ 07070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Vic Mandarich
W1099 Spleas Skoney Rd
East Troy, WI 53120



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura Wolfe
7 Sullivan Dr
Granby, CT 06035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Addison de Lisle
380 E Neck Rd
Nobleboro, ME 04555



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sue Pienciak
4982 Hide Away Ln
Silver City, NM 88061
 
5755349510



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jonathan Walter
6531 Dennis Pl SW
Tumwater, WA 98501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Smith
2636 W Boss Arnold Rd
Knoxville, MD 21758



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Shelly Shivers
2849 Kingsbury Ave
Richland Hills, TX 76118



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steven Federman
4029 W. Bancroft St. Apt D
Ottawa Hills, OH 43606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Rice
Locust Hill Road
Cheswick, PA 15024



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Danielle Miele
252 Winter Street
North Andover, MA 01845



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sunetra Neogy
borivali mumbai
Bombay, ot 400 066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janys Kuznier
48 Old Coach Road
Vernon, NJ 07462



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah Chevalier
7 Orchard St
Raymond, NH 03077



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Laurie Neill
PO Box 310
Rimforest, CA 92378



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Yvonne Irvin
31 Mattingly Ave
Indian Head, MD 20640



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Evelyn Haas
7832 Lister  St.
Phila., PA 19152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Penrose
6205 Toro Crk. Rd.
Atascadero, CA 93422



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Beverly Foster
Conestoga Road
Wayne, PA 19087



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Pettengill
402 Ascot Ln
402 Ascot Lane
Blacksburg, VA 24060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deborah  Herath
3 shore road
southwick , MA 01077



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Bishop
521 Cherokee Mills Dr
Woodstock, GA 30189



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Barbara Kwasnik
58 Mackenzie Ln N
Denville, NJ 07834



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Priscilla Gallou
1 rue des sentes
Hermanville sur mer     FRANCE, ot 14880



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Ivana Grmoja
glavna 46
rakitovica, NM 31543



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Julia Briggs
6528 60th St SE
Snohomish, WA 98290



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council begins proactive steps
to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council
enjoys an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely
pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems,
and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which documented studies prove contacts the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they rely on most. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan will be effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists discover extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We only start learning about these biological communities and their importance to other
components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass and
implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Marcia Halligan
S 4001 River Road
Viroqua, WI 54665/8121



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jan Dudek
W. Cornwall Rd
Sharon, CT 06069



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Claire Sefiane
1740 E. Hamilton Way, Apt. A-10
Republic, MO 65738



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Claire Sefiane
1740 E. Hamilton Way, Apt. A-10
Republic, MO 65738



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anne Padilla
2100 Calle de la Vuelta
Santa Fe, NM 87505



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Donna Sharp
26110 Bud Ln
Veneta, OR 97487



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jodi guenther
1407 phillips street
missoula, MT 59802



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sara Felsen
1111 Ladys Slipper Ct Apt J
Raleigh, NC 27606



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. kathy watt
9622 Kilarney Dr.
Dallas, TX 75218



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erin Cozart
5009 McDade Dr
Austin, TX 78735



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16 NOW!
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amanda Porter
2 Stratton St., N
Piscataway, NJ 08854



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Aleksander Lindemann
Pod goro 4d
Krsko, NY 10110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kaiba White
1307 Barton Hills Dr
Austin, TX 78704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jamie Lawrence
1422 10th Pl S
Birmingham, AL 35205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Laraine Lebron
6522 Stage Rd
Utica, NY 13502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. S. Barnhart
43 Eucalyptus Path
Berkeley, CA 94705



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Catherine Keys
4069 South Pacific Hwy #6
Medford, WA 98329



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kit Lofroos
101A Post St
0
Petaluma, CA 94952



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.  I am counting on your leadership.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Swan
2907 Corte Celeste
Carlsbad, CA 92009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tami Linder
3750 Desert Pinon Dr
Rio Rancho, NM 87144



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cristina Llorente
Isla Malaita
Madrid, ot 28035



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Whitney Metz
100 1/2 E Main St
Mannington, WV 26582



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Julie Acs
12233 Berlin rd
South rockwood, MI 48179



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jessica jordan
1522 charles ave
Arcata, CA 95521



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Marshall
670 Portside
Davidson, NC 28036



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. roy I. King
255 Simpson Road
POB 517
Monticello, FL 32344



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Luise Frech
Michaelstr
Heilbronn, ot 74076



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Simon Treen
458 Harrogate Road
Mount Pleasant Road
Leeds, ot LS17 6DN



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Louise Jenkins
Chantal   Ct
Ponte Vedra, FL 32082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Shari Zaloski
697 Ferguson Rd
Holliday, TX 76366



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Twyla Pomona
244 Hickory Ave.
City
244 Hickory Ave., CA 91767



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Hiedi Tan
722 Andover Blvd
Knoxville, TN 37934



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Johann Mitchell
12800 Harbor Drive #409
Woodbridge, VA 22192



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. betty robertson
4230 N Sundown Dr
Golden Valley, AZ 86413



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Molsen
13 Nutmeg Drive
newtown, PA 18940



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marc Schoenberg
21761 S. Brandon
Farmington HIlls, MI 48336



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Morski
6413 Cedar Road
Oak Forest, IL 60452



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Hawley
103 Charles St. 2RE
New York, NY 11215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Astrid, Theo, Jonathan, Julius Keup
Loehrbachsgraben 5
Allendorf, ot 35469



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
It is great to learn that your care!!!
 
I am so encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Angela Brooke-Ward
 
Angela Brooke-Ward
2 Greatham Road
Worthing, ot BN14 0BE



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. KL Mueller
74 Stoneybrook Ln
Davisville, NH 03278



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth Malamalatabua
3 Aldridge Close
Cheltenham, ot GL50 4DH



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Gail Roberts
pmb 70. PO Box A
Tecate, CA 91980



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Julie Takatsch
67 Schoolhouse Rd
Port Jervis, NY 12771



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Langan
13051 Greenwood Road
Huntingdon, PA 16652



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
G M
111
A, MN 55001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nellie Medlin
6709 Elmore Road
Memphis, TN 38134



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Ross
509 Boulder Ridge Dr
Randolph, NJ 07869



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am a Mechanical Design Draughtsman from the United Kingdom.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen Cardwell
27 Chalfont Court, Hayfields
Knutsford, ot wa16 8le



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Perkins
19050 Kilfinan Place
Northridge, CA, CA 91326



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Erma Lewis
1736 63rd St
Brooklyn, NY 11204



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. A Wahpoose
862 Wood Ave
Bridgeport, CT 06604



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christy DuCharme
2235 W Running Iron Ln
Cottonwood, AZ 86326



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lori Benton-Janetta
735 S. Main Rd. #46
735 S. Main Rd. #46
Vineland, NJ 08360



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dominick Falzone
435 S. Normandie Ave. Apt. 108
Los Angeles, CA 90005



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michelle Davis
1405 Broadway
Santa Cruz, Ca. 95062, CA 95062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sarah Cohen
University Professor
181 Milner Avenue
Albany, NY 12208



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Susan Babbitt
319 South Tenth Street
#133
Philadelphia, PA 19107



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Astrid, Theo, Jonathan, Julius Keup
Loehrbachsgraben 5
Allendorf, ot 35469



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tawnya Shields
83 Ginger Hill Road
Finleyville, PA 15332



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
 
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore,
 
I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, aboard fishing
vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
Paul Tarrant
 
Paul Tarrant
Eskdale Road
Wakefield, ot WF2 9HF



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
A. Wolf
P.O. Box 9478
Cardiff, CA 92007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amber Wallace
2569 Elden Ave., #B1
Costa Mesa, CA 92627



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bernadine Hernden
16455 Kingston
Fraser, MI 48026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sara Williams
14155 Magnolia Blvd Apt 330
Sherman Oaks, CA 92223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Derek Stockdale
13 Deanfield
Bangor, ot BT19 6NX



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tanja Lepikkö
Furugatan 4 C
Smålandsstenar, ot 33332



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. barbara kennison
10931 N 21st St
Tampa, FL 33612



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mick Otten
Wipperspark 11
Maassluis - The Netherlnds, ot 3141 RA



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Julie B. carter
22 Eagles Nest Dr
Scarborough, ME 04074



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
alyssa henke
10814 S Shepard
Oak Creek , WI 53154



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Serr
4470 Dillon Rd
Springdale, WA 99173



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
GARRINE PETERSEN
12130 TRUESDALE ST.
SUN VALLEY, CA 91352



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jonathan Nash
500 East 83rd Street, #10B
New York, NY 10028



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. JO FONG
3649 Chariette Ave
po box 6103 rosemead
Rosemead, CA 91770



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kim Hughes
5181 chelsea brook lane
Glen Allen, VA 23060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
John Hughes
5181 chelsea brook lane
glen allen, VA 23060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Rick Eggers
2208 Eastgate Way
Tallahassee, FL 32308



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jim Melton
10381 Tintinhull Dr
Indian Land, SC 29707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Langejans
1501 Simplicity
Irvine, CA 92620



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
rossana nozza
Via senteruoli 6
Treviolo , ot 24048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Merle Ziporah Marcus
PO Box 236
Second Mesa, AZ 86043



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Clairone Delaney
8242 Imperial Dr.
Laurel, MD 20708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kristin Webb
321 Maple St.
Danvers, MA 01923



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joan Capobianco
3501 Surfside Blvd
Cape Coral, FL 33914



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Elizabeth MacKelvie
1954 Palisades Dr
Appleton, WI 54915



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sarah Rose Stiles
6985 Exeter Dr
Oakland, CA 94611



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lawrence Merlino
1631 Route 212
Saugeties, NY 12477



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
DANIEL CAVANAUGH
47906 Willis Rd
Belleville, MI 48111



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Gillian van Wyk
10 Wytham Harvey Rd
Amanzimoti, ot 41265



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike Cox
70 Waldeck Street
Reading, UK, ot RG1 2RE UK



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patty Haley
2005 John Stuart Drive #3305
mt sterling, KY 40353



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kristina Norman
1923 Country Club Dr
Yazoo City, MS 39194



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Winnie Adams
1305 W Clearbrook Dr. #3
Bellingham, WA 98229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Winnie Adams
1305 W Clearbrook Dr. #3
Bellingham, WA 98229



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judith Norton
86 BLINCO GROVE
CAMBRIDGE, ot CB1 7TS



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Beatrice Calame
13010 101st Ln NE Apt 3
Street 2
Kirkland, WA 98034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Beatrice Calame
13010 101st Ln NE Apt 3
Street 2
Kirkland, WA 98034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ian Marshall
1728 Oxley Street
South Pasadena, CA 91030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Diane Kent
4123 E Blanche Dr
Phoenix, AZ 85032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
jamie mccabe
300 wooded valley lane
burnsville, NC 28714



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Flora Pino García
calle romero 12
Alameda del Valle, Madrid, Españ, ot 00000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
SONIA VAZQUEZ
Tintillo 5034
Guaynabo, PR 00966



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Chrissy Bailey
7712 Pippit Ct SE
Olympia, WA 98513



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Erica Haas
10520 Tuxford Dr
Alpharetta, GA 30022



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Glen Williams
17641 Grizzly Den Rd
Weed, CA 96094



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patrick O'Rourke
Florence Drive
Aptos, CA 95003



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Micha Koenig
highstreet 121
lovingston, VA 22949



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jessica Tatton
10 Landing Ln Apt 4E
New Brunswick, NJ 08901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susie Tealdo
8615 N.W. 8 Street
Miami, FL 33126



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. karen Niles
213 Jordan St
Nevada City, CA 95959



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Cindy Kerr
POBox 336
Glenpool, OK 74033



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Rodolfo Sanchez Ochoa
Urb. Nueva Guayana, sector A, calle 3, Nº A-36. San Cristobal, V
San Cristobal,Venezuela, ot 5001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. sheila chambers
408 E 16th St # 1
Tucson, AZ 85701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Richard Wightman
224 E. Floral Ave.
Arcadia, CA 91006



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Erma Lewis
1736 63rd St
Brooklyn, NY 11204



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Selma Goode
8846 Robindale
Redford Twp, MI 48239



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephen Eichelberger
4022 N. 19th St.
Tacoma, WA 98406



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Hugh Sutherland
57 Touran Lane
Goleta, CA 93117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Janet Delaney
5406 Western Hills Dr
Austin, TX 78731



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Hiestand
HC-1 Box 1220
JOSHUA TREE, CA 92252



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Annick Hiatt
Bd International
Brussels, ot 1070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jane Hope
1413 Christy Ave
Louisville, KY 40204



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ali Boraby
2085 S Kennison Dr
Toledo, OH 43609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. John Dierig
610 Carrington Pl Apt 207
#207
Loveland, OH 45140



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Arikka Finn
8751 S Toledo Ave
Tulsa, OK 74137



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Phillip McLaurin
2011 Long Shadow Ln
Columbia, SC 29223



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Claudia Miranda
221 Morning Glory Dr
221 Morning Glory Drive
Lake Mary, FL 32746
 
407-323-7188



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
mae basye
501 quest ridge drive
fuquay varina, NC 27526



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
R de Blaey
eendracht
lewedorp, ot 4456BV



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Lynn Merle
529 Maurice River Parkway
Vineland, NJ 08360



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
liaudat claudia
fruence 41
chatel, ot 23857



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gillian Devine
97 Station Street
Burwood, ot 98720



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tracey Mangus
1420 4th Avenue
Ford City, PA 16226



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tiffany Aguayo
707 Leanne Court
Forked River, NJ 08731



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lorenz steininger
Waldstr.
Hohenwart, ot 86558



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Julie Block
5137 N Lovers Lane Road
Milwaukee, WI 53225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christine Coons
515 Wells St
Chattanooga, TN 37405



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
L. Randall
3098 Alexander Lane
Mound, MN 55364



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Teresa Wlosowicz
ul. Wysoka 12B/25
Sosnowiec, ot 41200



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. L. Helaudais
PO Box 43
Swartswood, NJ 07877



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Larson
508 S. 6th Street
Basin, WY 82410



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike Dziubinski
torsway Avenue
Blackpool, ot FY3 8JF



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lori Kegler
810 W. 27th St.
San Pedro, CA 90731



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Luranne Drager
1264 2nd Ave Apt 1
San Francisco, CA 94122



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. john kelley
115 s hunting horn
roscommon, MI 48653



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Gruver
109 Belmore Rd.
Lutherville, MD 21093



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Claire Russell
W398 N5951 Autumn Woods Dr
Oconomowoc, WI 53066



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wretha Swinehart
1257 Partridge Way
Ashland, OH 44805



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
michael bailey
244 West St
Mansfield, MA 02048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eric Badofsky
9429 Karlov Avenue
Skokie, IL 60076



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Rick Battaglia
PO Box 720682
Atlanta, GA 30358



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
James Aldrich
6730 Landover Cir
Tallahassee, FL 32317



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mia DiStasi
5941 W. corocoran Pl.
Chicago, CA 94541



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Charnoff
3 Westmoreland Dr
Sterling, VA 20165



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adam Savett
31760 Woodsdale Lane
Solon, OH 44139



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Birgit Llewellyn
521 E Anderson Rd
Sequim, WA 98382



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gregory dudley
1410 OAK FOREST DRIVE
Ormond Beach, FL 32174



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Ebbing
52 walnut st
walnut St
saratoga springs, NY 12054



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. June Cattell
200 Pineview Rd
200 Pineview Road
West Columbia, SC 29169



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Michael Scorzetti
21 Fulmer Ave
Havertown, PA 19083



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Kenn Bradley
4023 E Hiddenview Dr
Phoenix, AZ 85048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Greenwood
713 Rosewood Dr
Walnut Creek, CA 94596



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeffrey White
42852 SW Dudney Avenue
Forest Grove, OR 97116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jess Mazer
se 40th
portland, OR 97202



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Jaclyn Green
37 Thackeray Road
Oakland, NJ 07436



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Yvonne Dawson
4129 Cambridge
Des Moines, IA 50313



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ellen Holmes
3053 Fillmore St
San Francisco, CA 94123



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Aurelie Ward
1409 Forest Park Dr
Statesville, NC 28677



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Deborah Hirsch
5840 19th Ave
Sacramento, CA 95820



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandra Zanotti-Wilson
179 Happy Mountain Rd
Gainesboro, TN 38562



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
George Boggs
# 2 Lazy Ridge Rd.
Elkview, WV 25071



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Leonis
8176 Wycliffe Dr.
Cincinnati, OH 45244



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hannah Looney
2112 crest terrace
Saint Joseph, MO 64506



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ashera ShadowWind
432 Manor Rd
Newport News, VA 23608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Bonnie Mc Cune
5631 SW 78th St Apt 3
Miami, FL 33143



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Laura-Elizabeth Cohan
1 Corn Crib Court
Winslow Township, NJ 08081



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Trisha Couture
35 Rock Ave
Danielson, CT 06239



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Kuether
PO Box 205
River Falls, WI 54023



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. P Hickey
456 Worthington Rd
Millersville, MD 21108
 
4108020812



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Charles Turner
c/o Heusser
261/20 N. Broadway
White Plains, NY 10601



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. CECILE WATERLOT
rue de Straal 54
Slins, ot 4450



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Wieczynski RSM
8 D Cass Court
Ballston Lake, NY 12019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Gibbs
2100 Augusta Blvd #140
Fairfield, OH 45014



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Brian McKee
2349 E 1st St
Tucson, AZ 85719



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carol Curtis
1001 E 3745 S #5
Salt Lake City, UT 84106



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Edward Herbst
621 Algerie Rd.
Box 289
East Otis, MA 01029



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
pamela rogers
10015 alondra blvd apt 15
bellflower, CA 90706



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
judith naden
41 elihu street
hamden, CT 06517



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jim Christiansen
34-61 Lambertlodge Ave.
Toronto, ON M6G 3Z1



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. claire cabiles
326 Owl Hill Rd
Pownal, VT 05261



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane s
32 Navajo Lane
Honey Brook, PA 19344



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David Brodnax
608 S. Highland Avenue
1S
Oak Park, IL 60304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. David Brodnax
608 S. Highland Avenue
1S
Oak Park, IL 60304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Middendorf
1990 Newburg Rd
Louisville, KY 40205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Karen Young
10035 Tanglewood Ct
Palos Park, IL 60464



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Geraldine Harvey
3977 NW 94th Ave
Sunrise, FL 33351



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Yara Tethys
3234 22nd Ave W
Seattle, WA 98199



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. SHARON LEE
2277 NEBARON CT
BEND, OR 97701



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Katherine Murdock
P. O. Box 38
Greenland, AR 72737



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Gina Paige
5305 Linsey Lakes Dr
Street 2
Glen Allen, VA 23060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Daniel Zelter
7719 Willoughby Ave
W Hollywood, CA 90046



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debby Stringham
45 High St
Sharon, MA 02067



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Harpe
1744 257th Street
Lomita, CA 90717



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Lajos Heder
388 Walden St
Cambridge, MA 02138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jonathan Eden
494 Vincente Ave
Berkeley, CA 94707



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Jordan Yeatts
878 Barlow St.
Traverse City, MI 49686



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. S. LaZier
5759 Juarez Rd
Pollock Pines, CA 95726



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wendy Walker
50 Brookside Drive
Exeter, NH 03833



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Linda Osburn
366 Middle Rd
Dover, NH 03820



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Langfield
244 Noe St
San Francisco, CA 94114



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Stephanie Sachs
18649 State St
Corona, CA 92881



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ruth Neuwald Falcon
13730 15th Ave NE #F203
Seattle, WA 98125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Doug & Karen Lenier
5720 Costello Ave
Valley Glen, CA 91401
 
(818) 901-0700



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
April Strohmeyer
w6912 Suldal Rd
Mauston, WI 53948



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sheila ganch
2152 N. Racine Ave
Chicago, IL 60614



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Gottfried
619 Cricklewood
State College, PA 16803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carlo Popolizio
160 9th Ave.
Estell Manor, NJ 08319



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Joel McCain
473 Duchess Ct.
Hampton, VA 23669



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Betty Brooks
1811 Laurelwood Drive
Hailey, ID 83333



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sandra Kawa
343 Joel Blvd Apt 112D
Lehigh Acres, FL 33936



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michelle Anderson
9170 W 49th Place
Arvada, CO 80002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jane Davies
Cuttybridge
Haverfordwest, ot SA626HX



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Mary Lee
3124 Harpers Ferry Ct
Stockton, CA 95219



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Terry Talbot
197 TZ Trail
Grand Junction, CO 81503



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Susi  Wilbur
1716 essex road
charlottesville, VA 22901



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Nano Mardones
89 Almond Rd
Freehold, NJ 07728



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Taumioliene Nelson
409 Sanders St
Indianapolis, IN 46225



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marjorie Hass
820 Lehigh Avenue
Hartshorne, OK 74547



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
K Richardson
PO Box 541559
MERRITT ISLAND, FL 32953



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Steve Downing
2316 Edgewater Way
Santa Barbara, CA 93109



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Phyllis White
1307 Hornsbyville Rd
Yorktown, VA 23692



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. rita kniery
9375 Viscount Blvd
El Paso, TX 79925



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Natalie MacKnight
38 Pinewood Rd
Bolton, MA 01740



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Seager
8253 Westmoor Road
Mentor, OH 44060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maria Walker
PO Box 33
Kapaa, HI 96746



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
D. Phoenix Hudson
1424 148th Ave. S. E.  B-3
Bellevue, WA 98007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
GAIA MEMMO VINCENZI
Via del Fagiano 65
LIVORNO, ot 57125



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Scott Bathke
E5682 690th Ave
Menomonie, WI 54751



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jane Lightning
328 Holt Dr.
Birmingham, AL 35215



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Greg Gille
16003 2nd Place NE
Duvall, WA 98019



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lisa Butts
1666 E 135th Ave
Denver, CO 80241



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kate  Rehard
855 Johnson Rd
Mineral , VA 23117



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Biniecki
75 LaBelle Ter
buffalo, NY 14228



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christina DiJulio
86 Tamalpais Rd.
Berkeley, CA 94708



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah Maxwell
208 Degroff Ave
Archbold, OH 43502



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. edward geaughan
21 Washington Ave
Holyoke, MA 01040



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. joan gottlieb
3332 Elm Ter
Falls Church, VA 22042



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Doris Adebanjo
508 Benson Ln
Chester Springs, PA 19425



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Rees
3711 s hwy 27 apt g107
spokane valley, WA 99205



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ash Bradshaw
Griffin cres
Perth, ot 6152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ash Bradshaw
Griffin cres
Perth, ot 6152



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Betty David
1035 Wenonga Lane
Leawood, KS 66206



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Robert II Hatfield
Self-Employed
8787 Hammerly Boulevard
Apt. 1224
Houston, TX 77080
 
281-434-4118 (Pgr.)



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Martha Strother
31 Glenmere Dr
Little Rock, AR 72204



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
R.G. Tuomi
1642 Orinda Court
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Deb Goodman
922 North Blvd
Oak Park, IL 60301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Curtis J Johnson
2101 Sunset Ave SW # A307
Seattle, WA 98116



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Teresa Scherzer
197 Banks St
San Francisco, CA 94110



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Marilyn Mazuzan
5506 Oakmont Ave
Bethesda, MD 20817



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Wendy Atmore
16340 Interlake Ave N
Shoreline, WA 98133



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karma Mccain
4432 camellia ave
studio city, CA 91602



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Eric Stoutenburg
PO Box 18642
Palo Alto, CA 94309



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Charles Whitehead
207 Atlanta Ave
Tyler, TX 75703



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joy E. Goldberg
114 Crescent St., Apt. 1N
Brooklyn , NY 11208



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marilyn Smith
4449 Toro
N. LV, NV 89031



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Beverly Lane
218 Awin Circle, SE
Palm Bay, FL 32909



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Camilla Torsander
Publisher
Hertig Johans gata 5
Skovde, ot 54130



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Amanda C
58
Washington, PA 15301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Marsha Stanek
469 Game Ridge Trl
Oregon, WI 53575



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gina Rangel
Rua de Seng Tou
Taipa-Macau, ot N/A



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Cory Bauman
1765 E. 1700 So.
Salt Lake City, UT 84108



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Suzanne Seiber
880 C Street
Ashland, OR 97520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marlen Hdz.
Coahuiltecos
Mexico City , ot 14438



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gina Gatto
18755 Crest Ave
Castro Valley, CA 94546



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Patti Packer
5 Jennifer Rd
Schenectady, NY 12302



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Seth Yanow
34 Sais Ave
San Anselmo, CA 94960



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Strauss
15501 Fairway Drive
Commerce City, CO 80022



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Ted Pollard
11 Fairview Dr
Wayne, PA 19087



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lindsay Petterson
6344 Beech Ct.
Pleasanton, CA 94588



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Marlowe Mager
53 Sleepy Hollow Loop
Clyde, NC 28721



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy Bleeker
8017 Greenwich Woods Dr
McLean, VA 22102



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Claudia Bernstein
85 Columbia St Apt 2B
New York, NY 10002



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Oriana Spizzo
815 S. Church Street
Belleville, IL 62220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Merian Soto
360 Pelham Rd
Philadelphia, PA 19119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. William Blackman III
107 Orchid Ct
Round O, SC 29474



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
julian axmann
Finnerty Rd
Victoria, NY 10997



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Erik Voldal
3409 Woodstone Dr SW
3409 Woodstone Dr SW
Rochester, MN 55902



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
Donis Eichhorn, RN, PhD
1509 Del Dayo Drive
Carmichael, CA 95608-6010
UNITED STATES
 
 
Donis Eichhorn
1509 Del Dayo  Drive
Carmichael, CA 95608



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
robert keenan
23392 bolivar
mission viejo, CA 92691



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Keth Luke
5438 Tennessee Ave
5438 Tennessee Ave, New Port Richey FL 34652
New Port Richey, FL 34652



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Jennifer Keys
2303 Shellfish Ct
Henrico, VA 23294



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
lina poskiene
5738aspen ridge court
delray beach, FL 33484



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alan Covey
1747 Salem St.
Chico, CA 95928



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Adam Hopkins
# Main
Brownsdale, NL A0B1H0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Denise Lytle
73 Poplar St.
Fords, NJ 08863



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Julie Marquis
9500 Jollyville Rd Apt 114
Austin, TX 78759



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Rabbi james hansen
139 W 14th St Apt 5G
New York, NY 10011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Rita Harrington
3237 Wyman St
Oakland, CA 94619



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Raymond Collins
19700sw118pl
Miami, FL 33177



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Linda Proudfit
288 E. Tratebas Rd.
Chesterton, IN 46304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michele Ham
State Route 109
Ocean Shores, WA 98569



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Policastro
16 Stonebridge Road
Queesbury, NY 12804



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joseph Rhoades
751 Azalea Way
Vacaville, CA 95688



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ken Morrison
10 Main Street
Ottawa, ON K1S 1M9



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael Haviland
475 41st Street
#5
Btrooklyn, NY 11232



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Trina Seefeldt
115 glencoe
denver, CO 80220



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lauren Sasha Cook
856 General George Patton Road
Nashville, TN 37221



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul Susak
1058 Riverview Dr.
macedonia, OH 44056



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
angelina saucedo
1428 S. SPRUCT ST
MONTEBELLO, CA 90640



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
will rivas
633 lippincott
riverton, NJ 08077



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Brother Bernardine
Hendra
Brisbane, ot 4011



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Theresa Vaccaro
Corbett
Plainfield, NJ 07060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Theresa Vaccaro
Corbett
Plainfield, NJ 07060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carolyn Holmes
7654 W. Peterson Ave.
Chicago, IL 60631



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alicia Aubart
2320 Lower Afton Rd E Unit 415
Unit 415
Maplewood, MN 55119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Todd Fletcher
735 E Hawley St
Mundelein, IL 60060



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Monica Schatz
3608 Creekstone Ct
Mckinney, TX 75071



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. A. Zamudio
PO Box 544
Saint John, IN 46373



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David 9/28/2008 Guleke
2320 chestnut st
hester, PA 19013
 
ga_41816840



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Adele Sands
335 Color Cove Rd
Sedona, AZ 86336



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Christine Powell
23701 Eli Lane
Gaithersburg, MD 20882



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frank Lorch
1522 Lynway Dr.
Charlotte, NC 28203



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Carly Clements Owens
211 South Ave
211 South Ave
Alamo, CA 94507



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Della Pangborn
14850 SW Glenbrook Rd
Beaverton, OR 97007



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Knuteson
1930 OAK Glen Trail
Stillwater, MN 55082



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Robert Stebbins
1525 SW Brooklane Dr
Corvallis, OR 97333



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Mike Lakome
Box 812
Harpers ferry, WV 25425
 
304-283-5904



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynn Adams
28421 Cerveza Ct
Escondido, CA 92026



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Vicki Ferguson
7117 Garland Ave
Takoma Park, MD 20912



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kelly Hageman
1653 N. Almond
Mesa, AZ 85213



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dallas Fairbanks
PO Box 1438
Tahoe City, CA 96145



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sarah Wigg
7 Clarendon Parade
West Footscray
VIC, 3012, Australia, ot 3012



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
Along with many other caring people, I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council is taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood
deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of
fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the
objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for
Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance
ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Judith King
137 35th Square SW
Vero Beach, FL 32968



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kerah Botham
7130 E 30th St
Tucson, AZ 85710



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Damon Brown
3536 Cloverdale Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90016



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tim Milam
1010 Country Club Dr
Mission, TX 78572



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Nora Regan
1331 Olympic Ave
Port Townsend, WA 98368



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gabriel Almazan
12166 Telephone Ave
Chino, CA 91710



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Peter Albrecht
5021 E Fairview Ave
Spokane, WA 99217



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anita Wisch
23709 Del Monte Drive
Valencia, CA 91355



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ruth Reed
267 Fairview Ave
Long Valley, NJ 07853



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anita Wisch
23709 Del Monte Drive
Valencia, CA 91355



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. namat dalal
277xx
277xx
los altos, CA 94022



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
sarosh patel
525 inverness way
sunnyvale, CA 94087



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. David Verstappen
Gebr.Blommestraat 33
Antwerpen, ot B2140



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the
 
highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they
most rely upon. There should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as
the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would
undermine the objectives of Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure
the plan is effectively implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Jim Wagner
4897 E Walnut St
Westerville, OH 43081



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
kimberly young
1427 baker st
San francisco, CA 94115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Casey Hill
28 Poplar Dr
Washington, PA 15301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Helen Taras
174 e. brookside ave.
akron, OH 44301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kathleen Lovell
4 Elaine Estates
Auburn, NY 13021



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Gerri Michalska
1825 New Hampshire Ave NW Apt 709
Washington, DC 20009



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lisa Maloney
128 Pitman St
Providence, RI 02906



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Ann Woll
79 Dana St.
Apt. 1
Cambridge, MA 02138



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Kathy Moran
1929 Curtiss St
Downers Grove, IL 60515



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. RC McBeth
Greenpoint
Brooklyn, NY 11222



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
ANDREAS HOBYAN
1765 BAY ST
UCLUELET, BC V0R3A0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Kirsten Crase
7401 Hancock Ave Apt 301
Apt. 301
Takoma Park, MD 20912



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wendy Larson
1207 Myrtle Street
Turlock, CA 95380



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gladys Eddy-Lee
3719 Brems Street
San Diego, CA 92115



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Olga Troyan
Tole bi 9-b
Taraz, ot 080048



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. cathy stansell
263 Molino Ave Apt 7
Long Beach, CA 90803



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Wendy Larson
1207 Myrtle Street
Turlock, CA 95380



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Misty McIntyre
2043 Lincoln Ave Apt D
Alameda, CA 94501



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. HBruce Raymond
DoNotMail
Tucson, AZ 85745



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. Phil Rockey
547 Del Rio Cir
Oakdale, CA 95361



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms Martha Hauer
13110 Log Road
Peyton, CO 80831



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jim Yarbrough
574 Garfield Ave.
South Pasadena, CA 91030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. bonnie new
2216 Shakespeare St
Houston, TX 77030



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ellen Fox
106 Fort Washington Avenue
New York, NY 10032



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Gerald Biamont
1840 Thomas Dr
Las Cruces, NM 88001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Kravcov Malcolm
30821 N. 138th St.
Scottsdale, AZ 85262



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Joe Cooper
15806 W Dorman Dr
Austin, TX 78717



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. D P
3
F, FL 33301



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Sue King
43 Homestead Avenue
Hillcrest
Durban, ot 3610



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Tim Gundlach
96 Hillcrest Rd
San Carlos, CA 94070



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Kristin Vyhnal
1124 Koss St
Erie, CO 80228



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Molly Mendez
85 Bergamot Ct
Oakley, CA 94561



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jeffrey Block
612 SW Sherman St Apt A
APT A
Portland, OR 97201



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am grateful that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive steps to
protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The Council has an
opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain largely pristine. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems, and with the
Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
In particular, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jason Schulman
4960 Broadway #2E
New York, NY 10034



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. L. D. Pratt
2211 10th St
Berkeley, CA 94710



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. J Churcher
1971 West 15th Avenue
Vancouver, BC V6J 2L2



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Lyon
po box 8032
missoula, MT 59807



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
David Lemon
435 South 14th Street
San Jose, CA 95112



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. therese burchell
5118 Bluebell Way
Springfield, OR 97478



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Janet Rohde
617 Dunsten Cir
Northbrook, IL 60062



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Renate Rupprechter
Dorfstr. 22
Radfeld, ot 6241



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Bonnie L Readinger
208 Hillside Rd
Harrisburg, PA 17104



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
andreas vlasiadis
el.venizelou 53d - tavros
athens, ot 17778



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lindy de Beer
Commissioner Street
Johannesburg, ot 2001



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lynnette Anderson
504 W Smith ST
Seattle, WA 98119



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
michelle abouchabki
po box 11680 hatfield
prteoria, ot 0028



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Beatriz Pallanes
2514 W. Lingan Ln.
Santa Ana, CA 92704



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Baldo Lucchese
Flat 23
29 Forge Square
London, ot E14 3GX



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mr. moreland smith
6381 Wagner Creek Rd
Talent, OR 97540



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vasumathi Krishnasami
C-6, The Bangalore Friend-in-Need Society
No. 3, Colonel Hill Road
Bangalore, IN 560051



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike Roberts
The Street
Castle Combe, ot SN14 7HU



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Caroline Williams
22 Raymond rd,Neutral Bay
Sydney, ot 2089



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lara Smith
Room 2.800, Admin Building, CPUT CT Campus
Zonnebloem
Cape Town, ot 08000



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marian Hussenbux
30 Sherry Lane
Birkenhead, ot CH49 5LS



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephanie Tillack
Hinter den Gärten 24
Seelze, ot 30926



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Margery Coffey
205 S Farley Ave
Rosalie, NE 68055



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Stephanie Tillack
Hinter den Gärten 24
Seelze, ot 30926



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dagmar Tillack
Hinter den Gärten 24
Seelze, ot 30926



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ms. Daniela Rossi
Via Roma, 15
Pomezia (Roma), ID 83210



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marta mp
Passatge Nogues
Barcelona, IL 0



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mrs. Lauren Klugkist
312 Tamarisk Road
Johannesburg South Africa, DC 1609



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Detrick
2304 Cumberland Cir. #201
Clearwater, FL 33763



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
tanya wisniewski
2027 marye brant loop s
neptune beach, FL 32266



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sunny Thompson
54922 Kernahan Road
Ashford, WA 98304



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hannele Salava
Junailijankuja 10c51
Helsinki, ot 00520



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roland Gilbertz
20, rue des Forges
L-4394
Pontpierre, ot L-4394



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Sandra Reynolds
1015 Ventana Drive
sreynolds48@yahoo.com
Windsor, CA 95492



Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
MAFMC
 
Dear Chairman Robins and Council Members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
Council has an opportunity to prevent the expansion of fishing into areas that remain
largely pristine. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, and with the Council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the Council to designate the proposed 200-meter broad zone and each
of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding the 200-meter broad zone and canyons will provide the highest conservation
benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon. There
should be no new exemptions beyond those in the document, as the risk of opening up
these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the objectives of
Amendment 16. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as vessel
monitoring systems, aboard fishing vessels to help ensure the plan is effectively
implemented on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan to serve as an example for similar protections in
New England and around the U.S. and world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Helene  Behr
43 Glen Mews, Glen Eagle Road, Welcome Glan
Cape Town, ot 7975



Mid-Atla